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History of the Christmas 
Parade  

By: Estrella Candaneno  
Do you believe in Christmas, 
well there was a Christmas 
parade on December 3, 2019. 
In this text I am going to be 
talking about the history of the 
christmas parade. Christmas 
parades are parades held in 
some countries to celebrate the 
official opening of the 
christmas season with the 
arrival of Santa Claus who 
always appears in the last float. 
Entries may be floats, walking 
groups, bands and 
classic/antique cars. The 
parades usually include 
themed floats, dancing or 
marching groups and bands 
playing Christmas songs. In 
2017 the theme of the 
Christmas parade is "A 
Community Christmas" and the 
grand marshal will be the 
Police Athletic League. 
Holliday said the parade will 
raise awareness of Mission 

Tupelo Christmas Parade 

Image by Ms. Gordon, Band 
Director 

Christmas Parade  
By: Janieah McCoy  

Christmas parades are popular all 
over the world. Families get 
together in the cold, and watch 
people wave their hands as if they 
want to get our attention and 
distract us from the cold. You see 
fascinating cars, floats and people 
breathing with steam coming out of 
their mouths, but it’s all worth it. 
Kids reaching for candy as soon as 
it hits the ground while adults clap 
and cheer. People sipping hot 
cocoa to warm up people sitting on 
the ground,you don’t know when 
it’s going to end and you are 
anxious to see santa. I like 
parades because it brings the 
community together. People from 
all over the world come down, 
According to wikipedia “Christmas 
parade is a direct descendant of 

 
The Parade 

 By. Jade Rucker   
The Tupelo Christmas parade is 
a classic parade where everyone 
comes together downtown to 
celebrate and look at all the 
Christmas things. There are 
many different floats and rides to 
watch go by. There's also lots of 
candy and pretty lights. There are 
lots of sports teams, churches 
and business people walking in 
the parade. Even though the 
temperature was very cold on 
Thursday, lots of people still 
enjoyed watching the parade. 
The most common thing that kids 
like about the Christmas parade 
is when people from the floats 
throw candy to them. There are 
hundreds of people yearly that 
show up for the parade. 
According to a fellow student of 
TMS, Madison Pounds stated, “ 
Whether it is 39 degrees or 79 
there would still be people 
showing up for the parade. Just 
to celebrate.”  
 
Me personally I really like the 
parade because it really gets me 
more into the Christmas spirit. It 
lightens up my week to see all the 
bright smiles from people. I also 
like all the fun Christmas songs 
that they play. The christmas 
parade is also another holiday 
attraction for smaller cities that 
don’t have them.  

Another student from 
TMS, Kohlee Venson states, 
“They were throwing out candy 

 



 

Mississippi’s purpose locally 
and statewide.  
Down below are some of my 
peers that I interviewed  
Is Christmas important to you, 
and why? 
“Yes, all my family get 
together” Abby Adderholt  
“No, because I don't celebrate 
Christmas ” Alaa Rhouat  
“Yes, because it gets me in the 
spirit to be with my family. 
Briaunna Bland  
    Do you believe in the 
Christmas spirit? 
“A little bit” Abby Adderholt 
“No, Because i don’t believe in 
Christmas.” Alaa Rhouat  
“Yes, Because it makes 
Christmas more fun.”Briaunna 
Bland  
_________________________ 

 
Christmas tree found on 
www.pngimg.com. Creative 
Commons4.0 BY-NC 
_________________________ 

Christmas Parade  
By. Cassidy Barron 

Tuesday night is the 
71st Christmas parade that 
Tupelo will have on West Main 
Street, cross over at Robins 
Street and come back up 
Jefferson Street. The parade 
will start at 7 p.m. There will be 
a lot of floats that are in the 
parade this year. The parade 
will last about 45 minutes to an 
hour at the latest. Kendal said 
that she got invited to the 
parade and she might go to it. 
Kendal also said that she will 
be staying for the whole thing 

late Medieval and Renaissance 
revivals of Roman Triumphs, which 
had music and banners, wagons 
filled with the spoils of war, and 
climaxed with the dux riding in a 
chariot, preferably drawn by two 
horses, and thus called the biga. 
(A quadriga such as surmounts the 
Brandenburg Gate is drawn by four 
horses.) Similarly, the climax of a 
Santa Claus parade is always 
Santa in his sleigh, drawn by eight 
reindeer (an ortigia). Roman 
Triumphs were themselves 
consciously modeled on 
ceremonies honoring the gods, 
and Santa Claus himself is the 
descendant of Saint Nicholas. The 
Santa Claus parade directly 
corresponds to the modern 
triumphal entry of Santa 
Claus.parades is you don’t know 
what is coming next, people 
dancing” In conclusion Christmas 
parades can be very fun and 
popular. 
____________________________ 

Students Celebrate Differently 
By: Kathryn Smith 

   Many students around TMS 
celebrate many different holidays. 
One holiday that is celebrated 
differently around the school is 
Christmas. Many students don’t 
celebrate Christmas. They 
celebrate Ramadan. To some 
students, Christmas is celebrated 
for the birth of Jesus. In portugal 
many people eat “portugal pie” on 
the holiday. Other countries eat 
Frijoles, cookies, Vanocka bread, 
and turkey. Other holidays such as 
Eid or “Awada” fall after the holiday 
ramadan.  Ramadan is where you 
don’t eat food until the sun goes 
down but, Eid is where they eat 
and hang out with family. Many 
people don’t have traditions but, 
some do Posadas watch 
Christmas movies and cut apples. 
Many of the students celebrate 
christmas on the 24th and 25th of 
Christmas. Some students have to 

and it was just a really cool 
experience to see all of the 
people dressed up. Also the 
decorations that they had were 
very cool to watch”.  A lot of 
people like all the decorations on 
the float and how all the kids and 
adults dressed up for the 
Christmas spirit. 

In conclusion, there are 
lots of good things with the 
Christmas parade and next year, 
hopefully it will be just as fun as 
this years parade. 
__________________________ 

Family Holiday Traditions 
By Ainsley Brown 
Most families spend time 

together for the holidays and 
sometimes they have family 
holiday traditions. I interviewed 
Salma Kamal to find out what she 
likes to do for the holidays, and if 
she does any holiday traditions 
with her family. She has a few 
holidays and has many family 
holiday traditions. She is from 
Morocco in North Africa and has 
different celebrations from 
different people. Some of her 
holidays are Ramadan, which is 
the ninth month of the lunar 
Islmaic calendar. They also 
celebrate Eid al Fitr which is a 
celebration for fasting for a whole 
month and is celebrated right 
after Ramadan ends. Their last 
holiday is Eid al Adha which 
depends on the moon for when it 
is. Her favorite holiday is Eid al 
Adha because she gets to see 
most of her family and spend time 
to focus on God. Her family gives 
to the poor, gives gifts to people 
in need of them and dress up. 
Her favorite tradition is dressing 
up and praying during her 
holidays. She does not have a 
least favorite tradition because all 
of her traditions involve spending 
time with her family.  
   Her family cooks food as one of 
her holiday traditions. Some of 
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because it will be fun. Salma 
said it will be fun because last 
year I really enjoyed to parade 
however it could be really cold. 
Salma also said that the bands 
will be good because they are 
always good when they are in 
the parade. Salma also said 
that she will not be in the 
parade but her sister in the 
parade because her sister is in 
the student council. It was so 
cold Tuesday night it was 37 
degrees outside. There were a 
lot of people at the parade. The 
Tupelo Middle School 8th band 
was there, the cheerleaders 
were there. The Tupelo High 
Schools band was there, their 
cheerleaders were there. There 
were Tupelo Middle School, 
Tupelo High School, Milam 
School teachers there. There 
was a fire truck there that I was 
on but I was laying down 
because I  was so cold. Will, 
Kendal, Javeon, Mariam, Kate, 
Anthony, Kathryn, Aziyah, 
Jade, Chelsea, Kiara, Aijalon 
these were the people that 
went to the Christmas parade.  
  ________________________ 

Holiday Foods 
By: Aziyah Stovall  

What do you like to eat on a 
holiday or the foods that is 
prepared for you on the 
holidays?  Well in my opinion I 
think that if you spend time with 
your family on the holidays. 
You should bring different 
types of foods and maybe you 
could look up some recipes. If 
you look up different recipes 
you could have different foods 
for your family to try, and 
maybe they would like the food 
that you bring .  
     I personally sometimes eat 
collard greens on thanksgiving. 
The food collard greens are a 

dress up in dresses, turtle necks, 
and some dress up like Santa 
Clause. Many kids get around six 
gifts a year and some get many 
different amounts. Parades are big 
in Countries like Venezuela and 
Guatemala. Many countries 
celebrate christmas for 10-12 days 
while some only celebrate for two 
days. Trees are decorated for 
Christmas and many houses are 
too. The students that don't 
celebrate christmas will usually 
make their house look good for 
Eid. Many schools are out but 
there are some schools that only 
get out for that one day. When 
students get out for christmas 
break some go on vacation and 
others will stay in town. Some 
schools even let the students 
decorate them. Many people from 
your school celebrate holidays 
differently according to their 
country's traditions.  
________________________ 

Image from tupeoballet.com  
Tupelo Ballet presents: The 

Nutcracker 
By Andrea Brohawn 

This Saturday, Tupelo Ballet will 
be hosting The Nutcracker. This 
exceptional ballet has been a 
wonderful holiday tradition for 37 
consecutive years. It is an amazing 
visual experience, from the 
beautiful and brilliant costumes, to 
the marvelous sets and 
choreography. The Nutcracker tells 
the story of Clara, a young girl who 
embarks on an enchanting and 
exciting journey to the Land of 
Sweets. Tchaikovsy’s magnificent 

those foods are Tajine, 
Couscous, Roasted Chicken with 
lemon and olives, Harira, and 
Pastilla. Her absolute favorite 
food to cook and eat during the 
holidays is Pastilla. She likes to 
cook as a family because it is 
considered their bonding time. If 
her whole family doesn’t cook 
together, it is usually at least her 
mother and her aunt.  
Over all, not all people celebrate 
the same holidays. Many families 
do have family holiday traditions 
no matter where they are from or 
what the holiday is. 
__________________________ 
Christmas Is Coming Near 

By Ella Grace Ramels 
As Christmas comes near, 
everyone gets ready around the 
world for the holidays by 
decorating, cooking, buying, and 
spending time with family. 

Some traditions that 
people have around this time of 
year is making gingerbread 
houses, decorating trees and 
houses, putting up lights, and 
buying presents for others. Many 
people go to church services on 
Christmas Eve or go to eat feasts 
with family. One of the most 
famous traditions that people do 
is put out stockings on their 
fireplace and those who still 
believe in Santa Claus, leave out 
cookies and milk for him. Others 
light bonfires outside and some 
light candles in paper bags filled 
with sand and leave them outside 
too. Olivia Wilburn, a student at 
Tupelo Middle School, says that 
they like to make peanut butter 
blossoms. Another student at 
TMS, Bailey Davidson, says they 
go to her stepmom’s mom’s 
house and everyone opens 
presents there.  

 



 

rich source of dietary fibers . 
The collard greens are also 
vitamn v9, C, A, K,  and 
minerals such as iron, calcium 
copper. Only 100g of collard 
greens  containes only 30 
calories. Also, stalks and 
leaves of collard greens are 
edible. 
    In the 13th century England, 
bread pudding was known as 
“poor man's” pudding.“  The 
bread pudding was also a 
popular dishes for the lower 
classes. Also, if you have left 
over break you could even 
make bread pudding, that’s 
what bread pudding can be 
made with. So if you dont 
wanna throw away leftover 
bread you could always look up 
the recipe for bread pudding 
and use the leftovers.  
   If you don’t eat oysters I 
advise you not to eat oyster 
dressing. Oyster dressing is 
made out of cornbread, 
oysters, chicken, etc. The 
recipe typically uses olympia 
oysters from southern puget. 
Also if you make oyster 
dressing it is best for you to 
serve it on the same Day you 
make it. If you don't serve the 
oyster dressing on the day you 

make it the oysters could be 
stinking and nasty.  
Snowflake from 
www.pngimg.com. Creative 
Commons 4.0 BY-NC 
_________________________ 

arrangement will be performed live 
by the North Mississippi Symphony 
Orchestra. This classic ballet is 
loved and adored by many, and 
has been around for almost 130 
years. 
    The Nutcracker was first 
performed on December 18, 1892 
at the Imperial Mariinsky Theatre in 
Saint Petersburg, Russia. 
According to Wikipedia, “It is a 
1892 two-act ballet originally 
choreographed by Marius Petipa 
and Lev Ivanov with a score by 
Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky. The ballet 
is an adaptation of E.T.A. 
Hoffmann's story "The Nutcracker 
and the Mouse King." Similar to 
the original, Tupelo Ballet’s The 
Nutcracker is comprised of two 
acts and uses the original 
arrangement by Tchaikovsky. 
While it was not very popular at 
first, it has grown to become 
beloved and admired. The 
Nutcracker is performed by ballet 
companies all over the world, and 
enjoyed by many. 
    Fellow student and dancer 
Miriam Sliman gives her thoughts 
on the ballet. “I enjoyed it very 
much,” she praised, “the snow 
corps was an excellent dance. The 
dancers were together and 
graceful.” Miriam has been to The 
Nutcracker several times, and will 
be going again this Saturday. “I will 
definitely be going this Saturday. It 
is a Christmas tradition, like you 
say, and it is a very entertaining 
and captivating ballet, unlike some 
ballets I have been to in the past.” 
    The Nutcracker is a great 
holiday tradition. The costumes 
and sets are gorgeous, and the 
plot and characters are excellent. It 
is very funny at times, and visually 
enchanting in the choreography. 
This outstanding ballet creates a 
very cheery and festive spirit for all 
of its viewers. The Nutcracker is a 
wonderful, must-see ballet that 
everyone will enjoy. It will be 

Most people are asking 
for anything technology-based. 
New phones, iPads, computers, 
games, and much more. Both 
Olivia and Bailey say that they 
are asking for clothes this 
Christmas. “I absolutely can’t wait 
for Christmas. On Christmas Eve, 
I always wait for the day to be 
over for Christmas to come.” 
Bailey says. When asked how 
they think Christmas is going to 
be this year, Olivia said, “I feel 
like it’s going to be amazing. I bet 
it’s going to be pretty cold too.” 
Many are looking forward to this 
year’s Christmas and for all of the 
surprises that come with it. 
__________________________ 

Christmas Break Rocks!!! 
By Jacob Walker 

Christmas break is a wonderful 
time and people love to spend 
time with their family. Did you 
know that 9-10 people celebrate 
Christmas that's 90%! I think we 
all love and cherish the season of 
joy but what do you plan to  do on 
Christmas? Here is what my 
friends had to say. 
   What do you like about 
Christmas break? “Well we get 
time off of school. We also get to 
spend time with family and 
friends. We just get some free 
time.” Gareth Anderson says. “I 
don’t have to go to school.” Jaxon 
Harris says “ I get time off school 
and time to hang with friends and 
family.” Gaviona says, “ I think we 
all love Christmas break whether 
or not we get to get time off of 
school, or whether it is we get to 
spend time with friends and 
family.” 
   What activities do you do on 
Christmas? “Open presents” 
Jaxon states. “Decorate, bake 
cookies, cook, and hang out with 
family” Gavionna said. Although 
this was just a few opinions we all 

 



 

Winter Sports At TMS 
By: Miriam Sliman 

   When it comes to middle 
school mostly everyone has 
something they do. If it’s chess 
clubs, or sports, to helping out 
the principal or being an 
assistant everyone has their 
thing. The most popular 
“things” in middle school are 
baseball, basketball, and 
soccer. According to research, 
30% of all american 
households have a soccer 
player in it and about 46% 
have a basketball player and 
35% have a baseball player. At 
TMS in Tupelo, Mississippi 
there are 1 boys and 1 girls 
soccer team, 1 boys and 1 girls 
basketball team, and 1 
baseball and softball team.  
   Luke Mason is the head 
soccer coach. Troy Barton, 
Brenton Hadley, Chris 
Vandiver, Derrick Sharp, Pat 
Head are the basketball 
coaches, And Luke Ezell is the 
head baseball coach. 
   I interviewed 3 students who 
play these sports to see what 
the actual athletes have to say 
about their sports. The athletes 
were Macy Dean (girls TMS 
soccer), Tylen Hinton (boys 
TMS basketball), and South 
Mccoy (boys TMS baseball). 
When asked about what their 
favorite thing about these 
sports was, two of them said 
they get to have fun and high 
energy kept them happy. 
When also asked about how 
they like their coaches all of 
them said, “They push us and 
help us get better.” When 
asked why they played their 
sport they all responded with, “I 
have played it almost my entire 
life”.  
 

performed at 2:00 pm and 7:30pm 
this Saturday in the PAC at Tupelo 
High School. 
____________________________

Ice Skating back in Tupelo 
Mississippi! 

By Stephen Clay Gunnells 
   Ice skating is back in Tupelo, 
Mississippi! Located at the 
Bancorpsouth Arena, it provides 
drinks, popcorn, nachos and 
cheese, and even snow cones!  
   Ice skating is really fun when you 
are doing it with friends and family. 
You also need to get a lot of 
practice because it is very hard. All 
you really need to ice skate is 
socks and cash. You also can stay 
very long, it opens at one o’clock 
and closes at six o’clock.  
   To get in the ice skating rink you 
need to bring about 20 dollars so 
you can pay yourself in and get 
some snacks. You must be very 
careful when your on the ice 
because you can get hurt. One 
time a little boy fell and broke his 
jaw! 
   There are  many famous ice 
skaters that can do cool tricks and 
moves, for example, they can spin 
really fast, jump really high, and go 
super fast. 
    It's pretty cold in the building so 
you need to bring a coat and 
sweatpants, but not that cold that 
you need to wear a really thick 
coat or jacket. 
   If you are good at roller skating 
then you would be very good at ice 
skating because it is very similar. 
The movements that you make 
with your foot are almost identical 
than the what you do when you 
roller skate.  
 
 

like Christmas and we all view it 
differently. I don’t expect much for 
Christmas and I haven’t really 
had my eye out for jolly old saint 
nick to give me anything, but 
maybe you do. Hopefully you get 
it! 
__________________________ 
Winter Sports At TMS cont. 
  These sports clearly mark an 
important part in these athletes 
lives and can also be good for 
their future. Sports are a blessing 
to play and we should be thankful 
for the ability of school and that 
our school can support sports.  

Image by Coach Hastings. TMS 
Basketball Coach 
______________________ 
Ice Skating back in Tupelo 
Mississippi! cont 
you need to wear a really thick 
coat or jacket. 
   If you are good at roller skating 
then you would be very good at 
ice skating because it is very 
similar. The movements that you 
make with your foot are almost 
identical than the what you do 
when you roller skate.  
  So that is what ice skating is 
like, thank you so much for 
reading. 
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Christmas trivia! 
By Aryana Edeston 

 
 1. In “How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas” What are three 
words the Grinch was 
described with? 
2.  In “A Christmas Carol” how 
many ghosts show up? 
 3. Also, In “A Christmas 
Carol”what is Scrooge's first 
name? 
4. In the “The Twelve Days Of 
Christmas” what did your true 
love gives to you on the eighth 
day of Christmas?  
5.What does feliz navidad 
mean? 
6. In “Rudolph The Rednosed 
Reindeer”, three of santa's 
reindeer have names that start 
with “D”. What are their 
names?  
7. Which one of santa's 
reindeer is named after a 
holiday mascot? 
8. Which popular Christmas 
beverage is also called “milk 
punch”? 
 
Trivia Answers 
1. Stink, stank, stunk 
2. 4 
3. Ebenezer 
4. 8 maids milking 
5. Merry Christmas 
6. Dasher,Donner and Dancer 
7. Cupid 
8. Eggnog  
 
 

 
 

Recipe 
Oreo Truffles (Balls) 

Ready in: 2hrs 
Makes (Yields): 25-35 small 
candies 
Measurements (Units): US 
Ingredients:  
 
1 16 ounce package of Oreo 
cookies, crushed. To crush Oreos, 
place cookies in large ziplock bag. 
Use a heavy cup and roll the cup 
over the oreos to crush them.  
 
1 8 ounce package cream cheese, 
softened 
 
1 24 ounce package white 
chocolate bark(also known as 
almond bark). May use chocolate 
instead of white chocolate. 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
Using a blender or hand held mixer, 
mix Oreos and cream cheese 
together. 
 
Roll into small balls about the size of 
a walnut. 
 
Chill for an hour. 
 
Melt approximately 3/4 package of 
white almond bark. 
 
Stick a toothpick in an Oreo ball and 
dip it in melted white almond bark. 
 
Allow to harden on wax paper. 
Takes about 15 minute. 
 
Optional: 
While waiting, melt about 1/4 
package of chocolate almond bark. 
When Oreo balls are no longer sticky 
to the touch, decorate with drizzles of 
chocolate and white almond bark. 
I just use a sandwich bag with a tiny 
hole cut in one corner to drizzle the 
almond bark. 

 
Comics 

__________________________ 
Johnny Oh Johnny 

By Kariah Reed 
 

 
 
 
 

__________________________
Holiday Jokes  

By Katelyn Clark

 
By Haley Scales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

   

 

 


