
8th Grade Science 
April 20 - May 22  

 

  Monday 
 April 20  

Tuesday 
April 21 

Wednesday 
April 22 

Thursday,  
April 23 

Friday,  
April 24 

Science 
 
LIFE  
SCIENCE  
REVIEW 
 
MH: 
CHP 1-3 

CHAPTER 1 
VOCABULARY  

 
Create Flashcards 

with Lesson 1 
Vocab (Word on 

front and definition 
on the back) 

 
CREATE 

FRAYER MODEL 
WITH 3 OF YOUR 
VOCABULARY 

CHAPTER 1   
VOCABULARY 

 
Create Flashcards 

with Lesson 2 
Vocab( Word on 

front and definition 
on the back) 

 
CREATE FRAYER 

MODEL WITH 3 OF 
YOUR 

VOCABULARY 

 CHAPTER 1  
REVIEW 

 
COMPLETE 

CHAPTER 1 REVIEW  
(LESSON 1 & 
LESSON 2) 

CHAPTER 2 
VOCABULARY  

 
Create Flashcards with 

Lesson 1 
Vocab  (Word on front 
and definition on the 

back) 
 
CREATE FRAYER 

MODEL WITH 3 OF 
YOUR 

VOCABULARY 

CHAPTER 2   
VOCABULARY 

 
Create Flashcards 

with Lesson 2 
Vocab (Word on front 
and definition on the 

back) 
 
CREATE FRAYER 

MODEL WITH 3 OF 
YOUR 

VOCABULARY 

  

  Monday,  
April 27 

Tuesday,  
April 28 

Wednesday, 
April 29 

Thursday,  
April 30 

Friday,  
May 1 

Science 
 

LIFE  
SCIENCE  
REVIEW 
 
MH: 
CHP 1-3 

CHAPTER 2 
VOCABULARY  

 
Create Flashcards 

with Lesson 3 
Vocab (Word on 

front and definition 
on the back) 

 
CREATE FRAYER 
MODEL WITH 3 

OF YOUR 
VOCABULARY 

CHAPTER 2 
REVIEW 

 
 CHAPTER 2  

REVIEW 
 

COMPLETE 
CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW  
(LESSON 1, 

LESSON 2, & 
LESSON 3) 

CHAPTER 3 
“Theory of Evolution 
by Natural Selection” 

Pg 36 
 

Make your own 
family tree 

How far back can 
you go? 

 

CHAPTER 3 
 

“Fossil Evidence of 
Evolution” 

Pg 21 
 

CHAPTER 3 
 

CHAPTER 4 
“What are Waves” 

Pg 9  
Draw and Label a 
transverse  wave 

 
 

  

  Monday,  
May 4 

Tuesday,  
May 5 

Wednesday, 
May 6 

Thursday,  
May 7 

Friday,  
May 8 

Science 
 
PHYSICAL 
SCIENCE  
REVIEW 
 
MH: 
CHP 5-11 

 CHAPTER 5  
“Properties of 

Sound Waves”  
Pg 42  

Draw and label 
a longitudinal 

wave 

CHAPTER 6 
“The Electromagnetic 

Spectrum” 
Pg 36 

  

 CHAPTER 7  
“Light, Matter, and 

Color” 
Pg 9 

 “Reflection and 
Mirrors” 

 

 CHAPTER 8 
“ The Rock Cycle” 

Pg 61 
Create a poem or 

rap about the Rock 
Cycle 

 

 CHAPTER 11 
“Relative Age 

Dating” 
 

Pgs 26/43 
 

 
 



8th Grade Science 
April 20 - May 22  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Monday,  
May 11 

Tuesday,  
May 12 

Wednesday, 
May 13 

Thursday,  
May 14 

Friday,  
May 15 

Science 
 
EARTH 
 
MH: 
CHP 12-15 

 CHAPTER 12 
“Geologic 

History and the 
Evolution of 

Life” 
Pgs 9/13 

 CHAPTER 14  
“Weathering” 

Pg 17 

 CHAPTER 14  
“Soil” 
Pg 29 

 CHAPTER 15  
“Glaciers and Polar 

Ice Sheets” 
Pg 9 

 CHAPTER 15 
“Streams and 

Lakes” 
Pg 31 

 



CHAPTER 1 VOCABULARY (APRIL 20-APRIL 21) 
 

 



CHAPTER 1 REVIEW (APRIL 22) 
 

 
 

 



CHAPTER 2 VOCABULARY (APRIL 23, 24, AND 27) 
 

            

 

 



CHAPTER 2 REVIEW APRIL 28 
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Name  Date  Class 

LESSON 1Content Vocabulary

What are waves? 
Directions: In this word search puzzle, find and circle the 11 terms listed below. Then write each term on the 
line before its definition.

compression crest electromagnetic wave energy

longitudinal wave mechanical wave medium rarefaction

transverse wave trough wave 

C O M P R E S S I O N D E T L M C W R

E L E C T R O M A G N E T I C W A V E

T I N O B Q M S P I M U P R U F B B K

R M E D I U M L R A R E F A C T I O N

O C R E S T R N S V U O M N A E W L I

U S G T O M E C H A N I C A L W A V E

G Z Y G A P T U T M L P R R X U V S L

H I T R A N S V E R S E W A V E E I H

L V L O N G I T U D I N A L W A V E Y

             1.  ability to cause change

             2. region of a longitudinal wave where the particles 
are farthest apart

             3. travels through empty space and through matter

             4. disturbance that transfers energy but not matter

             5. highest point on a transverse wave 

             6. lowest point on a transverse wave

             7. region of a longitudinal wave where the particles 
in the medium are closest together

             8. makes particles in a medium move parallel to the 
direction that the wave is traveling 

             9. a material in which a mechanical wave travels 

             10. when the disturbance is perpendicular to the direction the 
wave travels

             11. travels only through matter

C370_008_014_CRF_L1_891483.indd   9C370_008_014_CRF_L1_891483.indd   9 10/9/09   5:38:13 PM10/9/09   5:38:13 PM
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Properties of Sound Waves 
Matching
Directions: On the line before each definition, write the letter of the term that matches it correctly. Each term is 
used only once.

Lesson Quiz B LESSON 2

A. frequency

B. intensity

C. wavelength

D. amplitude

E. resonance

F. interference

G. pitch

H. overtone

    1. the maximum distance the particles in a medium 
move from their rest positions 

    2. the amount of sound energy that passes through a 
square meter of space in one second

    3. occurs when waves that overlap combine and 
form a new wave

    4. the number of waves that pass by a certain 
position each second

    5. the perception of how high or low a sound seems

    6. the distance between a point on one wave and the 
same point on the next wave 

Multiple Choice
Directions: On the line before each statement, write the letter of the correct answer.

    7. The Decibel scale measures
 A. frequency, or pitch.
 B. intensity, or loudness.
 C. interference and beats.
 D. wavelength and frequency.

    8. Musical instruments amplify sound using
 A. overtones.
 B. resonance.
 C. interference.
 D. the Doppler effect.

C373_041_042_CRF_L2Quz_892515.in42   42C373_041_042_CRF_L2Quz_892515.in42   42 3/12/10   10:55:26 PM3/12/10   10:55:26 PM
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The Electromagnetic Spectrum 
Key Concept How do electromagnetic waves differ?

Directions: Unscramble the terms. Then complete the chart by writing the unscrambled term that matches each 
description. Each term is used only once.

ary x ayr ammag diora ewav ightl avew

violutralet icrmoavew redifnra

1. •  This wave can pass through skin and muscle.
•  Scientists learn about objects and events 

in space, such as black holes and star 
explosions, by studying these waves.

2. • These are waves your eyes can see.
•  They might be described as red, orange, 

yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet.
•  Each name represents a family of colors, 

each with a range of wavelengths.

3. •  Vibrating molecules in any matter emit 
these waves.

•  Your skin senses waves that have longer 
wavelengths as warmth.

4. •  This wave is less often scattered by 
particles in the air.

• It is useful for satellite communication.
• It is used with a cell phone.

5. •  This wave can carry enough energy to 
penetrate the skin.

•  It can damage or kill cells, causing 
sunburn or skin cancer.

6. •  Wavelengths are long enough to move 
around many objects.

•  Its energy is low enough that the waves 
aren’t harmful.

•  On Earth, they’re usually produced by an 
electric charge moving in an antenna.

7. •  These waves have enough energy that 
physicians can use them to destroy 
cancerous cells.

•  They form in space during violent events 
such as the explosion of stars.

Key Concept Builder LESSON 2

C374_033_036_CRF_L2KeyCo_892516.36   36C374_033_036_CRF_L2KeyCo_892516.36   36 3/11/10   1:02:31 PM3/11/10   1:02:31 PM
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Lesson Quiz A

The Rock Cycle
Multiple Choice
Directions: On the line before each question or statement, write the letter of the correct answer.

     1. Intrusive igneous rocks form from
 A. magma that cools underground.
 B. lava that cools on Earth’s surface.
 C. sediment that undergoes heat and pressure. 

     2. Which process is often associated with mountain building?
 A. uplift
 B. erosion
 C. deposition 

     3. Which rock cycle process is NOT linked to tectonic plate motions? 
 A. uplift
 B. pressure
 C. weathering 

     4. Cementation and compaction are rock cycle processes that form  
 A. igneous rocks.
 B. sedimentary rocks.
 C. metamorphic rocks. 

Completion
Directions: On each line, write the term from the word bank that correctly completes each sentence. Each term is 
used only once. 

deposition    diverge    erosion    metamorphism

 5.               is the transport of sediment from one place to another.

 6. Igneous rock forms where volcanoes erupt and plates              . 

 7. The laying down of the sediment that forms sedimentary rock is 

  called              .

 8.               is the process in which great heat and pressure inside Earth 
change rock.  

LESSON 3

C123_061_062_CRF_L3Quz_892476.in61   61C123_061_062_CRF_L3Quz_892476.in61   61 11/2/10   13:06:4511/2/10   13:06:45



















8th Grade Social Studies 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday  
April 20  

Tuesday 
April 21 

Wednesday 
April 22 

Thursday,  
April 23 

Friday,  
April 24 

Social 
Studies 

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 1 
Reading 
Essentials  

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 1 
Reading  
Essentials  

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 1 
Knowledge check 
(Worksheet will say 
“Quiz”) 

Ch. 14 
Lsn. 2 
Reading  
Essentials 
 

Ch. 14 
Lsn. 2 
Reading  
Essentials 
 

  

  Monday,  
April 27 

Tuesday,  
April 28 

Wednesday, 
April 29 

Thursday,  
April 30 

Friday,  
May 1 

Social 
Studies 

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 2 
Knowledge check  
 

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 3 
Reading  
Essentials  

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 3 
Reading  
Essentials  

Ch. 14  
Lsn. 3 
Knowledge Check 

Ch. 14 Total 
Knowledge Check 
(Worksheet will say 
“Test”) 

  

  Monday,  
May 4 

Tuesday,  
May 5 

Wednesday, 
May 6 

Thursday,  
May 7 

Friday,  
May 8 

Social 
Studies 

Ch. 18 
Lsn. 1 
Reading  
Essentials 

Ch. 18 
Lsn. 1 
Reading  
Essentials 
 

Ch. 18 
Lsn. 1 
Knowledge Check 
(Worksheet will say 
“Quiz”) 

“Festival of Lights” 
graphic novel 
 
 

“Festival of Lights” 
graphic novel 
 

 

  Monday,  
May 11 

Tuesday,  
May 12 

Wednesday, 
May 13 

Thursday,  
May 14 

Friday,  
May 15 

Social 
Studies 

Ch. 18 
Lsn. 2 
Reading  
Essentials 

Ch. 18 
Lsn. 2 
Reading  
Essentials 

Ch. 18 
Lsn. 2 
Knowledge Check 

“Five Pillars”  
graphic novel 

“Five Pillars” 
graphic novel 
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of East Asia

East Asia

Terms to Know
de facto actually; in reality
archipelago a group of islands
tsunami a giant ocean wave caused by an earthquake under the ocean floor
loess a fine-grained, fertile soil deposited by the wind

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does geography influence the way people live?

Where in the World:  East AsiaWhere in the World:  East Asia 

Huang He  (Y
ello

w
 R

.)

Chang Jiang   (Y
angtze R.)

Xi R.

Brahmaputra R .

Sea of Japan
(East Sea)

East
China

Sea

Yellow
Sea

Philippine
Sea

South
China

Sea

Bay of Bengal

PAC I FI C
O C E A N

Taipei

Seoul

P'yŏngyang

Ulaanbaatar

Tokyo

Beijing 

Macao
Hong Kong

ShanghaiChengdu

HiroshimaCHINA

RUSSIA

MONGOLIA

JAPAN
NORTH
KOREA

SOUTH
KOREA

TAIWAN

SOUTH
ASIA

CENTRAL
ASIA

SOUTHEAST
ASIA

100°E 110°E 120°E 130°E

20°N

30°N

40°N

TROPIC OF CANCER

0 500 kilometers

500 miles0

Lambert Azimuthal Equal-Area projection

N

S
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National capital
City
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of East Asia, continued

  Defining

1. What makes Taiwan a 
de facto country?

 

 

 Identifying

2. What are the three 
geographic subregions 
of mainland East Asia?

 

 

 

 

 

 Explaining

3. How did Japan’s 
archipelago form?

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

4. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
names of the East 
Asian countries that 
are not found on the 
mainland.

 Marking the 

Text

5. Underline the 
definition of a tsunami.

 

 

Landforms and Waterways
Guiding Question What are the main physical features and 
physical processes in East Asia?

East Asia is made up of six countries: China, Japan, Mongolia, North 
Korea, South Korea, and the de facto country of Taiwan. A de facto 
country is one that is not legally recognized. The region’s largest 
country, China, is the world’s fourth-largest country in land area.

Mainland East Asia, which includes China and Mongolia, can be 
divided into three subregions like steps. The highest step is the 
Plateau of Tibet. Much of it is more than 2.5 miles (4 km) above sea 
level. High mountains circle the plateau of Tibet. The Kunlun Shan 
range is on the north. On the south are the Himalaya, the tallest 
mountains in the world.

The middle step is north and east of Tibet and has lower 
mountains and plateaus. Much of the land to the north is desert or 
near desert. Land along the southern part is forested. There are 
deep canyons where the land descends from Tibet. 

Low hills and plains form the third and lowest step, which covers 
most of the eastern third of China. Most Chinese people live on 
these plains.

In addition to the mainland, East Asia includes a large peninsula 
between the Yellow Sea and the Sea of Japan (East Sea). It is home 
to two countries, North Korea and South Korea. The peninsula is 
mountainous in the northeast. In the south and west, broad plains 
stretch between the mountains and the coast.

Japan is an archipelago, or chain of islands, along the eastern 
edge of the Sea of Japan. It is roughly 1,500 miles (2,414 km) long, 
and consists of four large islands and thousands of smaller ones. 
The islands of Japan are part of the Ring of Fire, which nearly 
encircles the Pacific Ocean. The islands were formed by volcanic 
eruptions millions of years ago. Mount Fuji, a beautiful, cone-
shaped volcano, is a well-known symbol of Japan.

Japan is one of the most earthquake-prone countries in the world. 
When an earthquake occurs below or close to the ocean, it can cause 
a tsunami. This is a huge wave that gets higher as it approaches the 
coast. Tsunamis can wipe out coastal cities and towns.

Hundreds of miles southwest of Japan’s main islands lies another 
large island, Taiwan. Like Japan, it was formed by volcanic activity. 
Mountains stretch the length of the island. On the western side of 
the island there is a gentler slope than on the steep eastern side. 
Broad plains spread across the western part of the island. 

Reading Essentials and Study Guide 159
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Reading Essentials and Study Guide 160

East Asia

Lesson 1: Physical Geography of East Asia, continued

 Reading 

Progress Check

6. What are some ways 
the people of East Asia 
depend on rivers?

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

7. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
major factors that 
affect climates in East 
Asia.

 Contrasting

8. How do the climates of 
East Asia’s island and 
peninsula areas differ 
from climates of the 
mainland areas?

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

9. How do the Himalaya 
affect the climate of 
the Plateau of Tibet?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four seas sit along the eastern edge of East Asia. The South 
China Sea lies between southeastern China and Taiwan. The East 
China Sea lies between China and Japan. In the north, it meets the 
Yellow Sea, which is shaped by the Korean Peninsula and the 
northeastern coast of China. Farther north, Japan, the Korean 
Peninsula, and the Asian mainland nearly surround the Sea of 
Japan (East Sea).

East Asia’s two most important rivers are the Huang He (Yellow 
River) and the Chang Jiang (Yangtze River). The Huang He gets its 
name from yellow-brown silt called loess. Silt deposited by floods 
has created a broad, fertile plain that has some of China’s best 
farmland. These floods have also caused much damage and loss of 
life. The Chang Jiang is the longest river in Asia and China’s 
principal waterway. It also provides water for rice farming.

Japan’s major rivers are short, steep, and swift. Most of them 
generate hydroelectric power. The main rivers of the Korean 
Peninsula flow from inland mountains toward the Yellow Sea. North 
Korea’s longest river, the Yalu, forms the country’s border with China.

Climate
Guiding Question What are the main factors that affect climate in 
different parts of East Asia?

Climates in East Asia vary greatly because of several factors:

•  Latitude: The region spans a great distance from north to south. 

•  Elevation: Two areas at the same latitude can have very 
different climates if one is higher than the other.

•  Air masses: Cold, dry, polar air spreads from northern Asia in 
colder months. Warm, moist, tropical air spreads northward 
and eastward from the Pacific Ocean in warmer months.

Southeastern China is hot and rainy much of the year, with lush 
vegetation. To the north, there is more seasonal variation. Taiwan, 
Japan, and the Korean Peninsula are generally wetter and have 
milder temperatures than mainland areas at the same latitudes.

The climate in Mongolia and north-central and northwestern 
China is dry. Winters are bitterly cold. This region includes the Gobi 
Desert and the Taklimakan desert, as well as treeless grasslands.

The Plateau of Tibet in southwestern China also has a dry climate. 
The Himalaya block moist air flowing northward from the Indian 
Ocean. Because of the elevation, the plateau is cold and windy 
throughout the year.
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of East Asia, continued

 Marking the 

Text

10. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
names of two major 
industrial countries in 
East Asia that must 
import most of their 
raw materials.

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. Why is it necessary for 
people in Taiwan and 
Japan to import wood 
products?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural Resources
Guiding Question What mineral resources are most abundant in 
East Asia?

China holds the greatest share of the region’s resources. Japan is 
one of the world’s leading industrial countries, but has few mineral 
resources. It must import many raw materials. Taiwan, another major 
industrial country, also has limited resources and must import 
minerals to meet demand.

Mineral Resources in East Asia

China tin, lead, zinc, iron ore, tungsten, other minerals

Japan coal, copper, some iron ore, other minerals

The largest deposits of fossil fuels are in China. China is the 
world’s largest producer of coal. It also has large oil and natural gas 
reserves under the South China Sea and in the Taklimakan desert 
in the far west. Despite these resources, China still cannot meet all 
of the energy needs of its growing economy. Both China and 
Japan use hydroelectric dams to produce electricity.

Eastern China was once covered by forests, but people cut trees 
down for heating, building, and to create farmland. Today, forests 
cover less than one-sixth of the country. More than half of Taiwan is 
covered in forests. However, much of the forested land is protected, 
so Taiwan must import wood. Almost two-thirds of Japan is forested. 
Logging is limited because the Japanese consider many forest areas 
to be sacred. In the Korean Peninsula, many trees have been cleared 
for farmland. About three-fourths of North Korea is forested.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
 1.  Informative/Explanatory Summarize the way mineral resources are distributed among the 

countries of East Asia.
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Lesson Quiz 1

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. China is the largest country in the region of East Asia.

________ 2. The Kunlun Shan range is higher than the Himalaya.

________ 3. The North China Plain is an important farming area.

________ 4. Japan’s climate is very dry and hot compared to areas in mainland China at the 
same latitude.

________ 5. Japan and Taiwan are among the world’s leading industrial nations.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. What is the subregion of mainland East Asia that is often called “the roof of 
the world”?

A. Mount Fuji C. Himalaya range

B. Mount Everest D. Plateau of Tibet

________ 7. Which of the following statements about Japan is accurate?

A. Japan lacks forest resources.

B. Japan has hundreds of small earthquakes each year.

C. Glaciation formed the islands of Japan.

D. Japan has extensive plains on all its main islands.

________  8. Which river fl ows through Seoul, the capital of South Korea?

A. Huang He (Yellow River) C. Han River

B. Yalu River D. Chang Jiang (Yangtze River)

________ 9. Which of the following statements about the natural resources in East Asia 
is accurate?

A. The resources are not evenly distributed.

B. China has fewer resources than any other country in East Asia.

C. Japan and Taiwan have an abundant supply of minerals.

D. China relies entirely on its own resources to meet its energy needs.

_______ 10. What is the chief reason that forestland has declined in eastern China?

A. Large numbers of trees died as the result of a fungus.

B. People cut down the trees for heating and building and to create farmland.

C. Most of eastern China’s timber has been exported to other countries.

D. Climate change made the area too dry for trees to survive.
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Lesson 2: History of East Asia

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONSESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What makes a culture unique? • How do cultures spread?

Terms to Know
dynasty a line of rulers from a single family that holds power for a long time
shogun a military leader who ruled Japan in early times
samurai a powerful, land-owning warrior in Japan
sphere of influence an area of a country where a single foreign power has been granted exclusive 

trading rights
communism a system of government in which the government controls the ways of producing goods

  When did it happen?  When did it happen?

 Early East Asia
Guiding Question What important inventions from East Asia spread 
across the rest of the world?

Chinese civilization is over 4,000 years old. For many centuries 
until the early 1900s, emperors or empresses ruled China. A 
dynasty, or line of rulers, held power until it was overthrown. 
Then a new leader would start a new dynasty. Under the 
dynasties, China developed an advanced culture and conquered 
neighboring lands.

 Defining

1. How did a new dynasty 
form?

 

 

 

 

C. 550 B.C. Confucius 
is born

1945 Atomic bombs 
dropped on 
Hiroshima, Nagasaki; 
Japan surrenders, 
ending World War II

2011 
Earthquake, 
tsunami strike 
Japan

1927 Communists 
seize power in 
China

 200012501000 1500 1750

1766 B.C. Rule of 
China’s Shang 
dynasty begins

1192 Shoguns 
begin rule of 
Japan

C. 200 B.C. Travel 
on the Silk Road 
begins

1001 Japan’s Murasaki 
Shibubi writes The Tale 
of  Genji

A.D. 935 Wank 
Kon renames 
kingdom Koryo 
(Korea)
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Lesson 2: History of East Asia, continued

 Marking the 

Text

2. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
names of three major 
belief systems that 
were important in 
China.

 Drawing 

Conclusions

3. Besides physical goods 
such as silk and gold, 
what else might have 
been exchanged over 
the Silk Road?

 

 

 

 Explaining

4. How did Buddhism 
spread across East Asia?

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

5. What are some ways in 
which China 
influenced Japan?

 

 

  

 

 

The Chinese tried to keep out foreign invaders. Most of its 
borders were natural barriers such as seas, mountains, and deserts. 
To the north, the Chinese built the Great Wall for protection, 
beginning about 2,200 years ago. Over the centuries, it grew to 
stretch thousands of miles from the Yellow Sea in the east to the 
deserts in the west. It remains in place today.

A great thinker named Confucius believed in the importance of 
the family. He thought a ruler should lead as though he were the 
head of a family. He founded the belief system called 
Confucianism. Another thinker, Laozi, founded a belief system 
called Daoism. It taught that people should live in harmony with 
nature. A third belief system, Buddhism, came to China from India.

Under the Han dynasty (202 B.C.–A.D. 220), the arts and sciences 
flourished. The process of making paper was invented, and 
officials began keeping paper records. Han rulers encouraged 
trade along the Silk Road. This was a caravan route that stretched 
between China and Southwest Asia, into Europe and South Asia. 
The Chinese sent silk, tea, spices, paper, and fine porcelain west as 
far as the Mediterranean in exchange for wool, gold, and silver.

New inventions changed life for the Chinese people and 
became important around the world.

Chinese Inventions

Printing made producing books faster and easier

Gunpowder used in explosives and fireworks

Magnetic compass helped sailors find direction at sea

Korea was settled by people from northern Asia. In the 1200s, 
Mongols invaded China and Korea. They were driven out at the end 
of the 1300s and a new Korean dynasty came to power. It stayed in 
power until modern times. In the A.D. 300s Buddhism spread to 
Korea from China. Later, Confucianism became the major religion.

Korean writing used Chinese characters, and Korean artists and 
writers were inspired by Chinese art and literature. Korean rulers 
adopted Confucianism as a basis of government. In some periods 
China provided military protection, but in others Koreans feared 
Chinese invasion.

The Japanese islands were settled by people from Korea and 
China. Close ties with China led to a flow of ideas and culture that 
transformed Japan. The Japanese used the Chinese calendar and 
the Chinese system of writing. They adopted Chinese technology. 
Buddhism spread to Japan from Korea. There it mixed with a 
Japanese religion called Shinto.
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Lesson 2: History of East Asia, continued

 Analyzing

6. What is the 
relationship between 
samurai and shoguns?

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

7. Read the text on the 
right. Underline the 
sentence that explains 
what spheres of 
influence are.

 Reading 

Progress Check

8. How was Korea 
affected by Japanese 
expansion?

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

9. Read the text on the 
right. Underline the 
sentences that 
describe results of 
China’s Great Leap 
Forward.

 

Japan was ruled by emperors. Over time, they began to lose 
power, and landowning families set up a feudal system. Under this 
system, nobles gave land to lesser nobles in exchange for their 
loyalty and military service. At the bottom of the social ladder 
were the peasants who farmed nobles’ estates in exchange for 
protection. By the 1100s, a military leader called the shogun held 
the real power in Japan. He was supported by landowning 
warriors called samurai.

Change in East Asia
Guiding Question How did increased contact with the West 
influence the region?

Until the 1500s, East Asia was isolated from the rest of the world. 
By the 1890s, European governments and Japan had claimed large 
areas of China as spheres of influence. These are areas of a 
country where one foreign power has exclusive trading rights. 
Anger against foreign invaders helped lead to a revolution in 1911. 
By 1927, a new government was formed by the Nationalist Party, 
led by Chiang Kai-shek. The new government was challenged by 
Mao Zedong, who believed in communism, a system in which the 
government controls all means of production. After years of civil 
war, the Communists won power in 1949.

Around 1542, a Portuguese ship heading for China was blown 
off its course and landed in Japan. It was followed by more traders 
and Christian missionaries. By the early 1600s, Japan’s rulers 
decided to isolate Japan. In 1854 the United States pressured the 
Japanese to open their country to foreign trade. Japan set out to 
transform itself into a modern industrial and military power and 
began to create an empire. By 1940, Japan controlled Taiwan, 
Korea, parts of mainland Asia, and some Pacific islands. This 
expansion was one reason that Japan fought the United States 
and its allies in World War II.

Modern East Asia
Guiding Question What conflicts divided East Asian countries?

After 1949, China became “two Chinas.” On the mainland, the 
Communist government took over businesses and industry. It also 
took land and created state-owned farms. In the late 1950s, China 
introduced the Great Leap Forward to increase industrial output. 
Cities grew fast as peasants left the land to work in factories. A drop 
in food production and natural disasters led to widespread famine. 
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Lesson 2: History of East Asia, continued

During China's Cultural Revolution in the 1960s, intellectuals 
and students were sent to the countryside to work in manual jobs. 
Mao hoped to get rid of cultural elements that did not support his 
idea of communism. After Mao's death in 1976, economic reforms 
have helped China become a rising global power.

Taiwan’s government limited the freedom of the people. By 
1970, however, its leaders had introduced democratic reforms and 
developed an economy based on capitalism. The island became 
an economic powerhouse.

  “Two Chinas”

People’s Republic of China Republic of China

• Communist government
• Located on mainland

• Nationalist government
• Located on Taiwan

Following World War II, Korea was divided. South Korea was 
supported by the United States. Communist North Korea had ties to 
China and the Soviet Union. War between the two broke out in 1950 
when North Korea invaded South Korea. The war ended in 1953. 
South Korea has followed capitalism and built a strong economy. 
North Korea’s economy is controlled by the government. Its people 
face many hardships because most resources go to the military.

After being defeated in World War II, Japan lost its overseas 
territories and military might. The government worked closely 
with businesses to plan the country’s economic growth. The 
Japanese became leading producers of ships, cars, cameras, and 
computers. By the 1990s, Japan was a global economic power.

 Writing Writing

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory Why did Europeans want access to China and Japan?

 

 

2.  Informative/Explanatory What led to the creation of “two Chinas”?

 

 

 

 Contrasting

10. How do North Korea 
and South Korea 
differ?

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. Why did China’s 
economy grow after 
the 1970s?
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Lesson Quiz 2

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. What kept most foreign invaders from China’s lands?

A. fearsome samurai

B. natural barriers such as seas, mountains, and deserts

C. soldiers placed along the Silk Road

D. Mongol warriors hired by China’s emperors

________ 7. Which Chinese thinker based his teachings on the idea that people should live in 
harmony with nature?

A. Confucius C. Chiang Kai-shek

B. Zheng He D. Laozi

________ 8. What was the main reason the rulers of Japan decided to isolate their country 
from all foreigners in the 1600s?

A. They wanted to weed out rebels from foreign countries.

B. They thought the Europeans sided with China.

C. They feared that European powers planned a military conquest of Japan.

D. They did not want to share any profits from trade with foreigners.

________ 9. What was the main purpose of Mao Zedong’s Great Leap Forward?

A. to increase industrial output

B. to create state-owned farms

C. to increase the number of teachers

D. to slow the growth of China’s population

_______ 10. Which East Asian nation became a global economic power by the 1990s?

A. North Korea C. Mongolia

B. South Korea D. Japan

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

________ 1. 4,000-mile-long caravan trade route

________ 2. landowning warriors in early Japan

________ 3. line of rulers from a single family

________ 4. area of country where a single foreign 
power has exclusive trading rights

________ 5. military leader in early Japan

 A. dynasty

B. shogun

C. samurai

D. Silk Road

E. sphere of infl uence
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONSESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
Why do people trade? • How does technology change the way people live?

Lesson 3: Life in East Asia

What Do You Know?What Do You Know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. After this lesson, 
complete the last column.

Now... Later...

How have East Asia’s cities 
changed in recent decades?

What belief systems do East 
Asians practice today?

What have been the effects of 
rapid economic growth in East 
Asia?

Terms to Know
urbanization growth of a city into nearby areas
megalopolis a huge city or cluster of cities with an extremely large population
trade deficit occurs when the value of a country's imports is higher than the value of its exports
trade surplus occurs when the value of a country's exports is higher than the value of its imports

The People
Guiding Question What types of geographic areas in East Asia have 
the highest population densities?

Most people in East Asia live crowded together in river valleys, 
basins, deltas, or on coastal plains. The lands and climates there 
are favorable to agriculture and industry. These are some of the 
most densely populated areas on Earth.

China has had a large population for much of its history. By the 
middle of the 1900s, explosive population growth was causing 
many problems. In 1979, government policies encouraging families 
to have no more than one child helped slow China’s growth. The 
2010 census showed a population of 1.37 billion people. The east is 
much more densely populated than the west and northwest.

 Identifying

1. What actions has 
China taken to slow 
the rate of population 
growth?
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Population growth in other parts of East Asia also slowed at the 
end of the 1900s. Japan’s low birthrate means that the average 
age  of the population has increased. Nearly one-fourth of the 
population is 65 or older. Since the mid-1990s, Japan has 
encouraged more births. Soon the country could face a shortage of 
workers and have to allow more foreign workers into the country.

Throughout China’s history, most of its people lived off the land 
as farmers. Economic reforms in the late 1970s, however, caused a 
surge of urbanization. Millions of peasants left their farms and 
moved to cities. Today, nearly half of the country’s people live in 
cities. Shanghai is China’s largest city. There are dozens of Chinese 
cities with population greater than 1 million.

Shanghai 11 million

Beijing 7 million

Hong Kong 5 million

Urbanization began earlier in other East Asian countries. In 
Japan, two-thirds of the people live in cities. The cities of Tokyo, 
Osaka, Nagoya, and Yokohama form a megalopolis, or supersized 
urban area, along the coast. Greater Tokyo, Japan’s largest city, is 
home to 32 million people. As South Korea industrialized, more 
people moved to cities. Now, 83 percent of South Koreans live in 
urban areas. The capital, Seoul, has more than 10 million people. 
Across East Asia, the standard of living in cities is generally higher 
than that in rural areas.

Culture in East Asia
Guiding Question What are some of the cultural differences among 
East Asian countries?

In each East Asian country, most people are ethnically similar and 
speak the national language. The official language in China is 
Mandarin, but many dialects are spoken.

People practice many religions and belief systems. Buddhism is 
practiced throughout the region, often alongside other religions. 
The governments of China and North Korea limit religious practice, 
believing that religion has no place in a communist country. In 
recent decades this policy has been relaxed somewhat in China. 

A number of art forms have long been popular in East Asia. 
Artists in China, Korea, and Japan paint the rugged landscapes of 
their countries. Their works reflect a special reverence for nature. 

Lesson 3: Life in East Asia, continued

 Describing

2. How is Japan trying to 
compensate for the 
rise in the average age 
of its people?

 

 

 

 

  Defining

3. What caused China’s 
rapid urbanization?

 

 

 

 

  Marking the 

Text

4. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
names of the cities 
that make up Japan’s 
megalopolis.

 Reading 

Progress Check

5. How can a country’s 
growth rate influence 
its economy?
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Lesson 3: Life in East Asia, continued

 Identifying

6. What is calligraphy?

 

 

 Analyzing

7. How have East Asian 
and Western popular 
culture influenced 
each other? 

 

 

 

  Marking the 

Text

8. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of two 
American sports that 
are popular in East 
Asia in yellow. 
Highlight the names of 
two popular Asian 
sports in blue.

 Reading 

Progress Check

9. Why is religious 
activity limited in 
China?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ceramics and pottery have been important parts of East Asian art 
since prehistoric times. Weaving, carving, and lacquerwork are also 
important. In China and Japan, calligraphy—the art of turning the 
written word into beautiful images—is considered one of the 
highest art forms. East Asians have strong literary and theatrical 
traditions. Both Japan and China are famous for their traditional 
forms of theater.

East Asians have also developed new forms of expression. 
Today, Japan is known for anime, a type of animation. Comic 
books and cartoons using this style are popular all over the world. 
South Korean “K-pop” music is popular with the young in Japan 
and other countries. It has its roots in dance and electronic music 
from the West.

People in East Asia enjoy many pastimes. Millions practice 
traditional martial arts such as tai chi and tae kwon do. American 
baseball is popular in Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea. American 
basketball is a top sport in China.

The family has traditionally been the center of social life in East 
Asia. In rural areas, different generations of one family may share a 
home. As more people have moved into urban areas, some 
traditional attitudes have begun to change. East Asian cultures 
place a high value on education. Teachers are respected, and 
children are expected to work hard. 

Rice and noodles are staples in the diets of most East Asians, 
but cuisine varies widely in the region. There are many varieties of 
Chinese cooking. Japanese foods often include seafood and tofu. 
Mongolian meals often feature meat and dairy products.

Holidays are important in East Asia. Families gather to 
remember ancestors and celebrate on New Year’s in Japan and 
China (where it is called Spring Festival). In Korea the Harvest 
Moon Festival is similar to Thanksgiving in the United States. 

Current Issues in East Asia
Guiding Question How do East Asian economies affect economies 
around the world?

Recent rapid economic growth has transformed East Asia. Today, 
only the United States has a larger economy than China and Japan. 
With growth have come problems. In China, factories, coal-burning 
power plants, and the growing number of cars and trucks have led 
to dramatic increases in air pollution. Rapid urban growth has eaten 
up valuable farmland, and many cities face water shortages.
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Lesson 3: Life in East Asia, continued

Japan has similar issues. Polluted air has caused acid rain and 
other problems, but Japan has tried to protect the environment. 
Earthquakes are a constant threat. In 2011 an earthquake in Japan 
killed thousands of people and damaged several nuclear power 
plants. It disrupted trade and manufacturing around the world.

Many of the goods manufactured in East Asia are shipped to the 
United States and Europe. Trade between China and the United 
States is not balanced. In 2010 the U.S. trade deficit with China rose 
to $273 billion.

trade deficit

occurs when a country 
imports more than it 

exports

trade 

s urplus

occurs when a country 
exports more than it 

imports

Japan and China are both dealing with the challenges of 
population growth. China has fewer young adult workers as a result 
of its “one-child” policies, and the percentage of elderly people has 
grown rapidly.

Political differences are another challenge. Japan is in dispute 
with Russia over ownership of the Kuril Islands north of Japan. North 
Korea’s efforts to build nuclear weapons have drawn harsh criticism 
from several countries. Both China and North Korea face questions 
about human rights. China continues to be pressured for its views 
on Tibet and Taiwan. China also faces a growing income gap 
between people in urban and rural areas.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory What effects might urbanization have on traditional family life in 

East Asia?

 

 

2.   Informative/Explanatory What negative effects has economic growth had in East Asia?

 

 

 Identifying

10. Give two reasons why 
North Korea has faced 
international criticism.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. How might an 
earthquake in Japan 
affect the economies 
of other parts of the 
world?
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Lesson Quiz 3

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. China’s population underwent a sharp decline in the mid-1900s.

________ 2. Japan has a higher level of urbanization than China.

________ 3. Ceramics and pottery have long been an important part of East Asian art.

________ 4. The United States and Europe import many manufactured goods from East Asia.

________ 5. To meet a worker shortage, China encourages families to have three or more children.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. Why is Hong Kong called “one of the most vertical places on earth”?

A. It is perched on the side of a mountain.

B. Its limited territory is dominated by tall buildings. 

C. It sprawls across a broad, level plain.

D. Its economy has experienced sudden ups and downs.

________ 7. Which statement about ethnic groups in East Asian countries is accurate?

A. Most people in East Asia are of mixed ethnic background.

B. All East Asian ethnic groups speak Mandarin Chinese.

C. People within each country tend to be ethnically similar.

D. All East Asians are either ethnic Chinese or ethnic Japanese.

________ 8. What is calligraphy?

A. written words turned into expressive images

B. hand-painted decorations on vases

C. baskets woven from multicolored strands

D. a traditional form of Japanese verse

________ 9. What is the main reason that the percentage of elderly people has increased in 
China and Japan’s populations?

A. Fewer children are born as resources are used up.

B. More children are born as living standards decline.

C. More children are born as resources are used up.

D. Fewer children are born as living standards rise.

_______ 10. Which country in East Asia has a dispute with Russia over the Kuril Islands?

A. North Korea C. Japan

B. South Korea D. China
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Chapter Test, Form A

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F). If the 
statement is false, rewrite it to make it true.

________ 1. The country of Taiwan is not legally recognized as a separate country.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 2. The climates in the countries of East Asia are very similar.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 3. The Chinese built the Great Wall of China to prevent lowland fl ooding.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 4. Confucius was an important Chinese thinker.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 5. Air pollution in Japan has produced acid rain and other problems.

___________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

A. Himalaya

B. tsunami

C. Daoism

D. Cultural Revolution

E. trade surplus

________ 6. belief system founded by the great 
thinker Laozi

________ 7. world’s tallest mountain range

________ 8. what occurs when a country exports 
more than it imports

________ 9. program to rid China of 
anticommunism among intellectuals

_______ 10. huge ocean wave triggered by an 
earthquake

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

_______ 11. Which river is the longest in  China and the third longest in the world?

A. Chang Jiang (Yangtze River)

B. Han River

C. Huang He (Yellow River)

D. Shinano River
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Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 12. How did the Huang He (Yellow River) get its name?

A. The river is heavily polluted with industrial chemicals.

B. The river originates far to the west in a mountain range rich in copper.

C. Large amounts of silt give the river a yellow-brown hue.

D. The river flows through a region called the Yellow Plain.

U.S. Trade Deficit with China, 2001-2011
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_______ 13. Based on the graph above, what can be said in general about the U.S. trade 
defi cit with China?

A. The trade deficit rose steadily from 2001 through 2011.

 B. The trade deficit rose steadily each year, except in 2009.

C. The trade deficit was $120 billion in 2004.

D. The trade deficit has decreased since 2009.

_______ 14. Based on the graph above, during which of the following periods did the trade 
defi cit decrease?

A. 2001–2002 C. 2006–2007

B. 2003–2004 D. 2008–2009
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Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 15. What is the main reason that Japan limits logging in some areas of the country?

A. The trees are too young to harvest.

B. There is less demand for wood products in those areas.

C. The trees are too diseased to harvest.

D. The people think many forest areas are sacred.

_______ 16. From which country was Buddhism introduced into China?

A. Mongolia C. Japan

B. India D. Taiwan

_______ 17. In which system does the government control all economic goods and services?

A. socialism C. capitalism

B. anarchism D. communism

DIRECTIONS: Short Answer Answer each of the following questions.

 18. Explain why East Asia has a great range of climates. What factors aff ect the region’s 
climates?

 19. What is woodblock printing, and what was its impact on Chinese culture?

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following question on a separate piece of paper.

 20. Explain how rapid economic growth can lead to problems for a country’s environment. 
Use China and Japan as examples in your answer.
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Chapter 14 East Asia 

Answer Key to Quizzes and Test 

 

Question Number Lesson 1 Quiz Lesson 2 Quiz Lesson 3 Quiz Test 

1 True D False True 

2 False C True False 

3 True A True False 

4 False E True True 

5 True B False True 

6 D B B C 

7 B D C A 

8 C C A E 

9 A A D D 

10 B D C B 

11    A 

12    C 

13    B 

14    D 

15    D 

16    B 

17    D 

Test Question 

18 

East Asia has a range of climates, from hot and rainy to cold and dry. This is due to the 

vast size of the region and its wide range of elevations and latitudes. The more northern 

areas and areas of high elevation typically have colder climates. Polar air masses spread 

south, bringing colder, drier air, while Pacific Ocean air masses spread inland and bring 

warmer, moist air. 

Test Question 

19 

The Chinese invented woodblock printing, using blocks of wood and clay to print 

characters on a page. With this invention, the Chinese could print a large number of 

books much more quickly than before. Woodblock printing allowed ideas to spread more 

easily through China and to other areas of East Asia and beyond. 

Test Question 

20 

Rapid economic growth often leads to environmental problems. For example, China has 

severe air pollution from vehicles and from the many factories powered by coal, and 

water pollution from sewage and waste from the industries. Japan, on the other hand, 

has taken stronger measures to protect its environment and doesn’t suffer the same 

pollution problems.  Japan’s problems stem more from the many earthquakes and 

tsunamis in the region, along with a nuclear incident in 2011 that has caused severe 

human problems and environmental damage. 
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Terms to Know
alluvial plain an area built up by rich fertile soil left by river floods
oasis an area in a desert where underground water allows plants to grow year-round
wadi a dry riverbed in a desert that fills with water when rains fall
semiarid somewhat dry

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does geography influence the way people live?

Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Southwest Asia
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Southwest Asia, continued

  Explaining

1. Where is the Khyber 
Pass, and why is it 
important?

 

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

2. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
bodies of water that 
border Southwest Asia.

 Drawing 

Conclusions

3. Why do you think 
the Strait of Hormuz 
is strategically 
important?

 

 

 

 

 Describing

4. What makes the Dead 
Sea distinct?

 

 

 

 

 

Southwest Asia’s Physical Features
Guiding Question What are the main landforms and resources in 
Southwest Asia?
Mountains and plateaus dominate the landscape of Southwest 
Asia. They have been created over the past 100 million years by 
collisions between four tectonic plates. This has also caused 
earthquakes in the region.

The region’s highest mountains are the Hindu Kush range. It 
stretches across much of Afghanistan and along that country’s 
border with Pakistan in South Asia. Mountain ranges form natural 
barriers to travel and trade. As a result, mountain passes are 
important in this area. One of the most famous is the Khyber Pass, 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan. It has served as a route for 
trade and invading armies for thousands of years.

Plateaus cover much of Iran. Mountains in western Iran merge 
with those of eastern Turkey. The Anatolian Plateau spreads across 
central and western Turkey. The Arabian Peninsula is a single, vast 
plateau. Long mountain ranges that lie parallel to the peninsula’s 
coasts are actually the deeply eroded edges of the plateau.

Southwest Asia takes its physical shape mainly from the bodies 
of water that surround it. Turkey has coasts on the Mediterranean 
and Black Seas. Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and Israel have coasts on 
the Mediterranean Sea. Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen border 
the Red Sea. The Red Sea has been one of the world’s busiest 
waterways since the opening of Egypt’s Suez Canal in 1869. In the 
southeastern Arabian Peninsula, Yemen and Oman have coasts on 
a part of the Indian Ocean called the Arabian Sea.

In the northeast, the Arabian Peninsula is shaped by the Persian 
Gulf. It is connected to the ocean by a strategic waterway called 
the Strait of Hormuz. The Persian Gulf has become very important 
in world affairs since the middle of the 1900s. Eight of the region’s 
15 countries border the Persian Gulf.

Persian Gulf Countries

• Oman • Iraq • Iran

• Bahrain • Kuwait • Qatar

• Saudi Arabia • United Arab Emirates

In the north, Iran also borders the landlocked Caspian Sea. The 
Dead Sea, between Israel and Jordan, is also landlocked. At 1,300 
feet (395 m) below sea level, it is the world’s lowest body of water.  
Its shore represents the world’s lowest land elevation. 
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Southwest Asia, continued

 Identifying

5. What is the Rub‘
al-Khali?

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

6. How has tectonic 
activity helped shape 
landforms in 
Southwest Asia?

 

 

 

 Defining

7. Describe the difference 
between an oasis and 
a wadi.

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

8. In what parts of 
Southwest Asia can 
farmers probably 
grow crops without 
irrigation?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southwest Asia’s two longest and most important rivers are the 
Tigris and the Euphrates. They are often considered part of the 
same river system. They begin in the mountains of eastern Turkey. 
In their lower courses, they flow parallel to each other through an 
alluvial plain. This is a plain created by sediment deposited during 
floods. The plain covers most of Iraq as well as eastern Syria and 
southeastern Turkey. This area has been known since ancient times 
as Mesopotamia, which is Greek for “land between the rivers.”

Deserts spread across much of Southwest Asia. The Arabian 
Desert covers nearly the entire Arabian Peninsula. It is the largest 
desert in the region, and includes many landscapes, including 
sand seas, which are unbroken expanses of sand. The largest sand 
sea in the world is the Rub‘ al-Khali, or Empty Quarter, in the 
southern part of the peninsula. The climate is so dry that there are 
no permanent human settlements. In some areas, nomadic people 
known as the Bedouin keep herds of camels, horses, and sheep. 
There are oases in the Arabian Desert. These are areas where 
underground water allows plants to grow.

Southwest Asia’s Climates
Guiding Question What are some ways that mountains, seas, or 
other physical features affect climate in Southwest Asia?
Most of Southwest Asia has an arid, or very dry, climate. Deserts 
cover nearly the entire Arabian Peninsula as well as large parts 
of Iran. Temperatures can rise to 129°F (54°C). When rains come, 
torrents of water race through wadis, or streambeds that are dry 
much of the year. Seeds sprout within hours, turning the plains 
green. Areas along the edges of the dry zones are semiarid, or 
somewhat dry. These are found in highlands and mountain ranges.

Along the region’s Mediterranean and Aegean coasts and across 
much of western Turkey, the climate is Mediterranean. There are mild 
temperatures and moderate rainfall in the winter. Summers are warm 
and dry. The mountains of eastern Turkey, western Iran, and central 
Afghanistan have continental climates. Temperatures vary greatly 
between summer and winter. The mountains of the Hindu Kush have 
a highland climate. Glaciers are found among their high peaks.

Natural Resources
Guiding Question How do natural resources influence the lives of 
people in Southwest Asia?
Scarcity of water has shaped Southwest Asia’s human history and 
settlement patterns. The region’s most important resources are oil 
and natural gas.

Reading Essentials and Study Guide 209

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C18

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

207_219_DWG_RESG_C18.indd Page 209  12/7/12  11:55 AM s017 207_219_DWG_RESG_C18.indd Page 209  12/7/12  11:55 AM s017 /102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOO .../102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WO



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

Southwest Asia

netw  rks

Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Southwest Asia, continued

 Marking the 

Text

 9. Read the text on 
the right. Highlight 
recent discoveries in  
Afghanistan that may 
help it rise out of 
poverty.

 Reading 

Progress Check

10. Five countries that 
border the Persian Gulf 
hold more than half 
the oil that has been 
discovered in the 
world. Name three 
of the countries.

 

 

 

 

 Writing Writing

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory What are the major physical features of Southwest Asia?

 

 

2.  Informative/Explanatory How has petroleum affected the countries that export it?

 

 

 

Natural Gas •  Gaseous form of petroleum

• Liquid form of petroleum

•  Gasoline; diesel, heating, and 
industrial oil; plastics, cloth fibers

Crude Oil

The world’s largest known deposits of petroleum are in 
Southwest Asia. Most of them are concentrated around and under 
the Persian Gulf. Five countries that border the gulf—Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, and United Arab Emirates—hold more than half 
the world’s known oil. These countries export most of their oil 
to industrialized countries. Petroleum revenues have brought 
tremendous wealth to a few people in the exporting countries. 
Only in a few areas, how ever, has the wealth been used to 
improve the lives of the people or to bring about modernization.

The region boasts a great variety of mineral resources. Turkey 
and Iran have significant deposits of coal. Phosphates, which are 
used in fertilizers, are mined in Iraq, Israel, and Syria. Between 
2006 and 2010, American geologists in Afghanistan discovered 
enormous deposits of many minerals. Among them were iron, 
copper, gold, cobalt, lithium, and rare earth elements used to 
make electronic devices.
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Lesson Quiz 1

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

A. Khyber Pass

B. Dead Sea

C. Strait of Hormuz

D.  Rub' al-Khali, or Empty 
Quarter

E. Bedouin

________ 1.  world’s largest sand sea

________ 2.  an opening in the Hindu Kush range 
that has served as a trade route

________ 3.  waterway that connects the Persian 
Gulf to the Indian Ocean

________ 4.  nomadic people who keep herds of 
camels, horses, and sheep

________ 5.  landlocked body of water between 
Israel and Jordan

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

_______ 6. In what Southwest Asian country is Mount Ararat the highest peak?

A. Afghanistan C. Iran

B. Turkey D. Israel

_______ 7. What does “Mesopotamia” mean in Greek?

A. great beginning C. fertile land

B. alluvial plain D. land between the rivers

_______ 8. Which of the following statements best describes the climate of Southwest Asia?

A. Most of the region falls within a semiarid climate zone.

B. The northern part of the region falls within a subarctic climate zone.

C. Most of the region falls within an arid climate zone.

D. The southern part of the region falls within a tropical climate zone.

_______ 9. Which of the following natural resources are found in abundance in Southwest Asia?

A. oil and natural gas C. gold and gemstones

B. forests and wildlife D. forests and freshwater

_______ 10. Which of the following statements about the location of Yemen is accurate?

A. Yemen’s western border lies along the Red Sea. 

B. Yemen is located at the northern end of the Arabian Peninsula.

C. Yemen is a landlocked country that borders on Israel.

D. Yemen lies along the western shore of the Persian Gulf.
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Background SummaryBackground Summary  

  
According to Jewish beliefs, the original Ten Commandments were kept in a box called the Ark of 

the Covenant. From time to time, they were moved from one place of worship to another. After 
King David captured Jerusalem, he wanted to build a permanent home for the Ark there. He 

hoped to unite the Israelites by having the Ark and the king’s home in the same place. King Da-

vid planned to build the temple on Mount Moriah because of its connection with Abraham. According 
to the Hebrew Bible, it was here that Abraham almost sacrificed his son Isaac to prove his love for 

God. The First Temple, the Second Temple, and Herod’s temple were all built on Mount Moriah, or 
Temple Mount. 

 
In this graphic novel, a family is gathered to celebrate Hanukkah. To make sure his grandchildren 

understand the reasons for the holiday, the grandfather questions them about what Hanukkah 
commemorates. In response, his grandchildren recount the Jewish struggle against the Syrians, 

the retaking of the temple, and the miracle of the oil. Then the grandfather and his grandchil-

dren discuss how the family celebrates Hanukkah and the reasons for these practices.   
 

 

ActivitiesActivities  
  

Researching 
Explain that Hanukkah does not always occur on the same dates in December. Have small groups 

of students research how the Jewish, or Hebrew, calendar year is organized to learn why this 

change occurs. You may also want them to research what year it is on the current calendar. As a 
class, discuss what students learned about this method of tracking time.  
 

Explaining 

Have students find information about the temple in Jerusalem. Tell them to list the follow-
ing: who built or rebuilt the temple, what happened to it, and approximately when the event oc-

curred. Finally, they should also describe what remains of the temple today. After the class fin-
ishes this task, ask the following questions: Was the temple in Jerusalem important to Jews? Why 

or why not? Are its remains important to them? Why or why not? 

The Festival of Lights 
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Lesson 2: History of Southwest Asia

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
Why do civilizations rise and fall?

When did it happen?When did it happen?

Early Southwest Asia
Guiding Question What are some of the most important 
advancements that occurred in Southwest Asia in ancient times?
Throughout most of history, people have lived as hunter-gatherers. 
In small groups, they hunted wild animals and searched for wild 
fruits, nuts, and vegetables. About 10,000 years ago, people began 
practicing agriculture—raising animals and growing crops. One 
of the first places this agricultural revolution took place was in 
Mesopotamia. Mesopotamia is the fertile plain between the 
Tigris and the Euphrates Rivers in what is now Iraq.

 Describing

1. What change began 
to take place in 
Mesopotamia around 
10,000 years ago?

 

 

Terms to Know
polytheism the belief in more than one god
millenium a period of a thousand years
monotheism the belief in one god

 C. 4000 B.C. People 
settle along the 
Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers

200012501000 1500 1750

2003 The Iraq 
War begins

A.D. 600S 

Muhammad 
begins 
preaching 
the teachings 
of Islam

1792–1750 B.C. King 
Hammurabi 
develops written 
laws, known as the 
Code of Hammurabi

C. 3000 B.C. 
The Sumerians 
develop early 
form of writing

C. A.D. 30 Jesus 
preaches in 
Jerusalem

 1938 Oil is 
discovered in 
Saudi Arabia

1948 Israel is 
founded

1990 Persian Gulf 
War begins

2010 Arab 
Spring revolts 
take place in 
the Middle 
East
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Lesson 2: History of Southwest Asia, continued

 Marking the 

Text

2. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
sentence that tells 
how the world’s first 
civilizations developed.

  Defining

3. What is the difference 
between monotheism 
and polytheism?

 

 

 

 

 Making 

Connections

 4. How are Christianity 
and Judaism linked?

 

 

 

 

 Making 

Connections

5. What do Christianity, 
Islam and Judaism 
have in common?

 

 

 

 

 

 

With agriculture came a more settled life. Villages began to 
appear. Because food was plentiful, some villagers were freed up 
from farming and could undertake other work, such as making 
tools, weaving baskets, or keeping records. Over time some 
villages grew into large, powerful cities with governments and 
military forces. These cities were the world’s first civilizations.

Over thousands of years, Mesopotamian societies such as the 
Sumerians and the Babylonians invented sophisticated irrigation 
and farming methods. They built impressive works of architecture, 
including huge, temple towers. They made advances in 
mathematics, astronomy, government, and law. They also 
created a writing system and produced great works of literature. 
Their achievements helped shape later civilizations in Greece, 
Rome, and Western Europe.

Southwest Asia is also a cradle of religion. Three of the world’s 
major religions originated there. In ancient times, most people 
worshiped many gods. This practice is known as polytheism. In 
the second millennium B.C., a new religion arose. A millennium 
is a period of a thousand years. This new religion was based on 
monotheism, the belief in just one God. It developed among a 
people called the Israelites. The religion came to be known as 
Judaism and its followers as Jews.

Jews believe that God called Abraham and the Israelites to 
leave Mesopotamia and found a new nation in a land between 
the Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea. Today, this area is 
shared by Israel, the Palestinian territories, and Lebanon.

In the first century A.D., Christianity was born in this area. It 
was based on Jewish traditions preached by Jesus of Nazareth. 
Christianity spread rapidly throughout the Mediterranean world 
and into Europe. It also spread across Southwest Asia.

Then, in the A.D. 600s, the prophet Muhammad founded Islam in 
Makka (Mecca), a desert city in what is now Saudi Arabia. Islam is 
the religion of Muslims. Many of the teachings of Islam are similar 
to those of Judaism and Christianity. For example, all three are 
monotheistic and consider Abraham to be God’s first messenger 
who first taught this belief.

Three World Religions from Southwest Asia

Religion Judaism Christianity Islam

Founder Abraham Jesus of 
Nazareth

Muhammad

Followers Jews Christians Muslims
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Lesson 2: History of Southwest Asia, continued

 Identifying

6. What are the Pillars of 
Islam?

 

  

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

7. Read the text on the 
left. Underline the 
sentences that 
describe the flowering 
of Muslim culture.

 Locating

8. When and where did 
the Ottoman Empire 
begin?

 

  

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

9. What are some ways 
in which Islam was 
spread?

 

 

  

Muhammad’s religion was relatively simple and direct. It 
focused on the need to obey the will of Allah, the Arab word for 
God. It required followers to perform five duties, known as the 
Pillars of Islam. These are: (1) promising faith to God and accepting 
Muhammad as God’s prophet; (2) praying five times a day; (3) 
fasting during the holy month of Ramadan; (4) helping the poor; 
and (5) making a journey to the holy city of Makkah

In its first years, Islam attracted few converts. By the time of 
Muhammad’s death in A.D. 632, it had spread across the Arabian 
Peninsula. Arab armies began spreading the religion through 
conquests. It was also spread by scholars, religious pilgrims, and 
Arab traders. By A.D. 800, Islam had spread across nearly all of 
Southwest Asia including Persia (present-day Iran) and part of 
Turkey. It also extended into northernmost Africa and most of 
Spain and Portugal. It later expanded to northern and eastern 
Africa, Central Asia, and South and Southeast Asia.

Many different influences contributed to a flowering of Islamic 
culture that lasted for centuries and continues to have an impact. 
During this period, great works of architecture were built, and 
centers of learning arose. Arab scholars made advances in math 
and science. This golden age was to have a lasting impact.

During the 1100s and 1200s, crusaders from Western Europe 
set up Christian states along Southwest Asia’s Mediterranean 
coast. The Muslims gradually regained control of these territories. 
In other areas, however, Muslim political and military power 
weakened. In the 1200s, Persia and Mesopotamia became part of 
a vast Mongol empire that stretched across much of Eurasia. The 
Ottomans, a group of Muslim tribes, began to build an empire on 
the Anatolian Peninsula in the early 1200s. By the mid-1300s, the 
Ottoman Empire included much of Southwest Asia and parts of 
southeastern Europe and northern Africa. It became one of the 
world’s most powerful states.

Modern Southwest Asia
Guiding Question What present-day issues facing Southwest Asia 
have their roots in ancient times?
The Ottoman Empire reached the peak of its power in the 1500s, 
then began to decline. In the 1800s and early 1900s, it lost African 
and European territories through wars, treaties, and revolutions. 
After fighting alongside the losing Central Powers in World War I, 
the empire was finally dissolved. After World War I, the modern 
country of Turkey was founded on the Anatolian Peninsula.
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Lesson 2: History of Southwest Asia, continued

In the peace settlement that ended the war, Britain and France 
gained control of the Ottoman Empire’s former territories under 
a mandate system. The people of these territories were to be 
prepared for independence. The new political boundaries did not 
respect ethnic, religious, political, or historical divisions. These 
boundaries would become very important when the territories 
became independent countries. Resentment toward the European 
colonial powers grew into strong nationalist movements among 
the peoples of the region. Between 1930 and 1971, one country 
after another won independence.

One of the British mandates was the territory called Palestine. It 
roughly corresponded to Israel, the area inhabited by the Jewish 
people in ancient times. Most of the people living in Palestine 
were Muslim Arabs. At the same time, growing numbers of Jewish 
immigrants had been arriving from Europe and other parts of the 
world. As the Jewish population grew, tensions increased between 
them and the Palestinian Arabs.

Jewish nationalists wanted to re-establish their historic 
homeland in Palestine. This movement gained support as a result 
of the Holocaust. The Holocaust was the systematic murder of 
6 million European Jews by Nazi Germany during World War II. 
Hundreds of thousands of Jews who survived became refugees, 
searching for a place to live.

In 1947 the United Nations voted to divide the territory into two 
states, one Arab and one Jewish. The Arabs did not want to give 
up land, and rejected the proposal. On its independence day in 
1948, the new Jewish state of Israel was invaded by armies from 
neighboring Arab countries. Hundreds of thousands of Palestinian 
Arabs became refugees. That war ended with a truce in 1948. 
However, other major Arab-Israeli wars were fought in the next 
three decades. During a brief 1967 war, Israel captured territory 
in neighboring countries.

Areas Captured by Israel in 1967 War

West Bank • East Jerusalem • Sinai Peninsula

Gaza Strip • Golan Heights

Opposition by Palestinian Arabs and neighboring countries led 
to further conflict. Israel withdrew from the Sinai Peninsula in 1982 
and from the Gaza Strip in 2005. It continues to control the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem. There have been many unsuccessful 
attempts to find a peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict.

 Marking the 

Text

10. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of European 
countries that received 
territory in Southwest 
Asia under the 
mandate system 
following World War I.

 Analyzing

11. How did the political 
boundaries of the 
former Ottoman 
Empire territories 
cause problems later?

 

 

 

 Defining

12. What was the 
Holocaust?

 

 

 

 Analyzing

13. What are the roots of 
conflict between Arabs 
and Jews in the region?
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WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory List three advancements that occurred in Southwest Asia in 

ancient times.

 

 

2.  Informative/Explanatory List three major conflicts in Southwest Asia since World War II.

 

 

 

Since World War II, ethnic, religious, and political differences 
have caused many conflicts. Islamists consider Islam to be a 
political system as well as a religion. Islamist movements and the 
desire to control large oil fields have contributed to many of the 
conflicts. Lebanon, Afghanistan, and Yemen have been torn apart 
by civil wars. The Kurds are a people in eastern Turkey, northern 
Iraq, and western Iran. They have fought to gain their own country. 
A revolution in Iran in the late 1970s overthrew the monarchy and 
created an Islamic republic. Iraq invaded Iran in 1980, resulting 
in an eight-year war. A decade later, Iraq annexed the oil-rich 
neighboring country of Kuwait. A coalition led by the United 
States liberated Kuwait in the Persian Gulf War.

In response to terrorist attacks on U.S. soil that took place on 
September 11, 2011, the United States invaded Afghanistan. They 
removed the country’s Islamist ruling group, the Taliban, from 
power. The Second Persian Gulf War began two years later, when 
U.S. and British forces invaded Iraq and overthrew Iraq’s leader, 
Saddam Hussein. He had been accused of supporting terrorism 
and possessing weapons of mass destruction, although this was 
later proved to be untrue.

 In 2010 and 2011, a popular uprising in Tunisia inspired 
democratic movements in Yemen, Bahrain, and Syria. However, 
militant Islamic political movements limit growth of democracy 
and civil rights in the region.

Lesson 2: History of Southwest Asia, continued

 Describing

14. Who are the Kurds, 
and why are they 
involved in conflict?

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

15. What event in Europe 
helped spur the 
creation of a Jewish 
state in Southwest 
Asia?

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Essentials and Study Guide 215

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C18

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

207_219_DWG_RESG_C18.indd Page 215  12/7/12  11:55 AM s017 207_219_DWG_RESG_C18.indd Page 215  12/7/12  11:55 AM s017 /102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOO .../102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/NATIONAL/ANCILLARY/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WO



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ___________________________________________________ DATE  _____________________  CLASS  ______________

netw  rks
Southwest Asia

Lesson Quiz 2

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

A. cuneiform

B. polytheism

C. millennium

D. monotheism

E. al-Qaeda

________ 1.  Islamist organization that carried out 
2001 attacks on U.S. soil

________ 2. belief in many gods

________ 3. belief in just one God

________ 4.  ancient writing system used by 
Mesopotamians

________ 5. period of a thousand years

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6.  How did the shift from hunting and gathering to agriculture aff ect the way of life 
of early peoples?

A. Their way of life became nomadic.

B. Their way of life focused more on hunting.

C. Their way of life began to be less settled and more insecure.

D. Their way of life began to be more settled and villages began to appear.

________  7. In what way are the religions of Islam, Judaism, and Christianity alike?

A. They began in 2000 B.C.  C. They are polytheistic.

B. They are monotheistic. D. They regard Job as the messenger of God.

________ 8. What people conquered Mesopotamia and Persia in the A.D. 1200s?

A. Muslims C. Ottomans

B. Babylonians D. Mongols

________ 9.  Following World War I, how did Britain and France divide the territory of the 
former Ottoman Empire?

A. by setting boundaries based on historical divisions

B. by creating boundaries that ignored ethnic backgrounds

C. by creating boundaries based on population distribution

D. by setting boundaries based on religious divisions

_______ 10. What event triggered the fi rst Persian Gulf War in the 1990s?

A. Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait C. U.S. invasion of Afghanistan

B. Iraq’s invasion of Iran D. Israel’s capture of the West Bank
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GIMME BACK MY 
BALL!

TAG! YOU‛RE IT!

YOU TOTALLY 
MISSED ME!

3-2-1 
DODGEBALL!

AND ONE!

I SAID, GIMME BACK 
MY BALL!

NAW, SHE ONLY HANGS 
OUT WITH THOSE KIDS 

OVER THERE...

IS THAT DUDE OVER 
THERE IN YOUR ENGLISH 

CLASS?

PASS ME THE 
BALL! I‛M OPEN!

HOPSCOTCH IS 
FOR GIRLS...

MATT, SHOOT IT! 
THAT‛S A 3 POINTER!

BOYS AGAINST 
GIRLS!

HOW LONG BEFORE 
LUNCH IS OVER?

GO! GO!

WHY‛S IT ALWAYS 
BOYS AGAINST 

GIRLS?

GIMME BACK 
MY BALL!

GAME! GOOD SHOT, 
MATT! WE SHOULD 
PLAY ONE MORE...

NAW, I‛M HEADING 
FOR THE DRINKING 

FOUNTAIN...

LEAVE ME 
ALONE!
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HEY, YOU‛RE THE NEW GUY, RIGHT? I‛VE 
SEEN YOU IN MISS BERMAN‛S CLASS.

YEAH, 5TH PERIOD SCIENCE! 
MY NAME‛S NAZAR. WHAT‛S 

YOURS?

I‘M MATT. WHAT‛RE YOU 
PLAYING?

SPACE HEROES. DO 
YOU WANNA TRY IT?

MAYBE LATER, THANKS. HEY, I HOPE YOU 
DON‛T MIND MY ASKING...WHAT‛S THAT 

HAT YOU‛RE WEARING?
IT‛S CALLED A 

KUFI.

WHY DO YOU 
WEAR IT?

WELL, IT‛S 
WHAT 
MANY 

MUSLIM 
MALES 

WEAR ON 
THEIR 

HEADS...

DUDE, YOU‛RE MUSLIM? I DON‛T THINK I‛VE 
EVER MET A MUSLIM BEFORE...I‛VE ALWAYS 
WONDERED WHAT COUNTRY THEY--UM, I 

MEAN YOU--CAME FROM. 

ISLAM IS A RELIGION, LIKE CHRISTIAN-
ITY OR JUDAISM. MUSLIMS COME FROM 
ALL DIFFERENT KINDS OF COUNTRIES.
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OH, OKAY. I‛M CATHOLIC, SO I KINDA KNOW WHAT YOU 
MEAN. MY YOUNGER BROTHER JUST HAD HIS FIRST 

COMMUNION...DO MUSLIMS TAKE COMMUNION?

NO, WE HAVE A DIFFERENT 
SET OF TRADITIONS.

OH. UM, LIKE 
WHAT?

WELL, THE FIVE MOST IMPOR-
TANT TRADITIONS AS MY 

PARENTS HAVE TAUGHT ME ARE 
CALLED THE “FIVE PILLARS OF 

ISLAM.”

THE FIRST PILLAR IS CALLED 
“SHAHADA,” OR BELIEF. I HAD TO 

PERFORM THIS RECENTLY IN 
FRONT OF A GROUP...I WAS 

TOTALLY NERVOUS!

SHAHADA IS THE ISLAMIC STATEMENT OF 
FAITH, WHERE ONE PUBLICLY DECLARES:

THERE IS NO GOD BUT ALLAH AND 
MUHAMMAD IS HIS PROPHET.

I REMEMBER HOW AN 
OLDER MAN CAME UP 
TO ME AFTERWARD 

AND SAID:

YOU HAVE PERFORMED 
THE SHAHADA. YOU ARE 
NOW TRULY A MUSLIM, 
A FOLLOWER OF ISLAM.

HM. I WONDER IF THAT‛S ANYTHING LIKE 
CONFIRMATION* WITH CATHOLICS...I 

MEAN, IT‛S SOMETHING I DID LAST YEAR 
AND IT SOUNDS KINDA THE SAME...
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THE PILLAR OF “SALAH,” OR 
PRAYER, ASKS US TO PERFORM 
PRAYERS FIVE TIMES A DAY..

THE TIMES THESE ARE TO BE 
PERFORMED ARE:

I‘VE SEEN MY FATHER PERFORM 
THESE WHEREVER HE 

HAPPENED TO BE; THE IMPOR-
TANT THING ISN‛T WHERE 
YOU DO THEM, BUT WHEN.

THE PILLAR OF “ZAKAH,” OR CHARITY, 
COMES FROM THE BELIEF THAT ALL 

THINGS BELONG TO ALLAH...

MY DAD SAYS THAT OUR 
WAY OF HONORING THIS 

PILLAR IS TO BE 
GENEROUS WITH WHAT 

WE CAN GIVE TO THE 
LESS FORTUNATE, EVEN 
IF IT‛S A SMALL MEAL..

IN FACT, SOMETIMES AT THE END OF THE 
YEAR, MY DAD GIVES A PORTION OF OUR 

FAMILY‛S INCOME TO CHARITABLE GROUPS 
THAT FEED THE HOMELESS. THIS IS SOME-

THING LOTS OF MUSLIMS DO.

WHENEVER POSSIBLE, MY FAMILY TRIES TO 
DONATE SOME MONEY TO CHARITY AND SUPPORT 

GROUPS.

YEAH, CHRISTIANS ARE 
TOTALLY SUPPOSED TO DO 

THAT SORT OF THING, TOO.
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THE PILLAR OF “SIYAM” TELLS 
US TO FAST DURING THE 

HOLY MONTH OF RAMADAN.

THE FASTING PART MEANS THAT WE HAVE TO 
NOT EAT FOOD, DRINK WATER OR TAKE PART IN 

ANY OTHER EARTHLY ACTIVITIES DURING 
DAYLIGHT HOURS THROUGHOUT THIS MONTH...

I‘VE SEEN MY 
FATHER DO IT...I 

THINK IT‛S 
DIFFICULT, BUT 

HE ALWAYS 
LOOKS SO 

SERENE AND 
CALM DURING 

RAMADAN...

WOW. THAT DOES SOUND TOUGH. IT KINDA 
SOUNDS LIKE THE SEASON OF LENT FOR US 
WHEN WE CAN‛T EAT MEAT ON FRIDAYS, AS 
WELL AS A BUNCH OF OTHER TRADITIONS.

YEAH, BUT FASTING
IS A PRETTY SMALL 
SACRIFICE, IF YOU 
THINK ABOUT IT.

SO THE FIFTH PILLAR IS “HAJJ,” 
OR PILGRIMAGE. IT DESCRIBES 

HOW EVERY MUSLIM THAT CAN DO 
IT HAS TO VISIT MAKKAH AT 

LEAST ONCE IN THEIR LIFETIME.

HAVE YOU DONE THIS YET, 
NAZAR? AND WHERE‛S MAKKAH? 
I HEARD YOU MENTION IT WHEN 
YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT THE 

PILLAR OF PRAYER...

MAKKAH‛S IN SAUDI ARABIA. I HAVEN‛T BEEN 
THERE YET, BUT MY MOM ACTUALLY JUST BOUGHT 
MY FATHER A PLANE TICKET THERE FOR HIS 50TH 

BIRTHDAY. IT WILL BE HIS FIRST PILGRIMAGE...THE 
HIGH POINT IN THE LIFE OF A MUSLIM.
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HEY YOU‛RE ALL THE WAY 
AT LEVEL 15! AND YOU‛VE 
GOT ALL THE POWER-UPS! 

HOW‛D YOU DO THAT?

I JUST PLAY A LOT. AND 
I‛VE GOT THE STRATEGY 

GUIDE AT HOME.

WHAT OTHER GAMES DO YOU HAVE? 
DO YOU HAVE THAT NEW POWER PRO 

BASKETBALL GAME?

ACTUALLY I DO! WOULD YOU WANNA COME 
OVER FOR DINNER SOME TIME? I CAN SHOW 

YOU ALL THE VIDEO GAMES I‛VE GOT. MY 
FATHER ISN‛T LEAVING FOR MAKKAH FOR 

ANOTHER WEEK, AND I THINK MY PARENTS 
WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU AS A GUEST...

COOL! I‛D HAVE TO ASK MY 
MOM FIRST THOUGH.

NO PROBLEM. HEY DID YOU 
DO THE HOMEWORK FOR 
MISS BERMAN‛S CLASS?

WHY WON‛T YOU GIVE 
ME BACK MY BALL!?

STOP YOUR 
CRYING!

TAG! NOW 
YOU‛RE IT!

HURRY UP! LUNCHTIME‛S 
ALMOST OVER!

ONE MORE GAME OF GIRLS 
AGAINST BOYS!

THAT‛S THE BELL! 
LUNCHTIME‛S OVER!

AW, MAN...

THAT‛S SO NOT COOL...



Background SummaryBackground Summary  

  
In Arabic, the word Islam means “surrender” or “submission.” In the religion of Islam, Muslims 
must surrender to the will of God, or Allah. There are five acts of worship that they are supposed to 

perform. One of them is to make a pilgrimage, or hajj, to Makkah in Saudi Arabia. This pilgrim-

age takes place on days seven through twelve during the last month of the Islamic year. 
 

When pilgrims approach Makkah, they change into special clothing. They wrap two white seam-
less sheets around their bodies. This clothing symbolizes that they are now in a holy state. 

While on the pilgrimage, people perform special rites. For instance, they first go to the Great 
Mosque in Makkah and walk seven times around the Kaaba, which is a sacred place. They also 

touch or kiss the Black Stone, a holy object located in the Kaaba. On the seventh day of the 
month, pilgrims are reminded of their duties. On days eight through twelve, they visit holy places 

outside Makkah and perform more sacred rites. On day twelve, pilgrims return to Makkah and once 

again circle the Kaaba before ending their pilgrimage. 
 

In this graphic novel, Nazar and Matt meet on the playground at their school. They start talking 
because Nazar is playing with a video game and Matt is curious about it. In the course of their 

conversation, it becomes obvious that Nazar is Muslim and Matt is Catholic. Nazar’s replies to 
Matt’s questions about Islam lead Matt to make comparisons between the two religions. Towards 

the end of recess, Nazar invites Matt to have dinner at his house so they can look at his video 
games. 

 

 

ActivitiesActivities  
  

Analyzing 
Have students read the graphic novel “The Five Pillars.” While they are reading, tell them to im-

agine that they are on the playground listening to Matt and Nazar’s conversation. As students 
read, they should ask themselves the following questions: What are the traditions of     

Islam? Of Catholicism? How are they alike? How are they different? When students have finished 
the story, ask them to share what they learned from the boys’ conversation. Then point out to 

students that the illustrator never says that the setting, or location, of the story is New York City. 

Ask the class to describe how he shows this information. Next ask the following questions: How 
are the beginning and the ending of the story similar? In your opinion, why did the illustrator use 

this technique? Is it effective? Why or why not? 
 

Summarizing 
Ask students to read about the teachings of Islam. Then organize the class into small groups. Each 

group should use the information in the graphic novel and the textbook to prepare a summary of 
the teachings of Islam. Groups may use a variety of formats for their summaries—a slide-show 

presentation, a graphic organizer, a written paragraph, or a conversation between two or more 

group members. Ask volunteers to share their summaries. 

The Five Pillars 
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Chapter 18 Southwest Asia 

Answer Key to Quizzes 

Lesson 1 and Lesson 2 

 

Question Number Lesson 1 Quiz Lesson 2 Quiz 

1 D E 

2 A B 

3 C D 

4 E A 

5 B C 

6 A D 

7 D B 

8 C C 

9 A B 

10 A A 

 



8th Grade Math 
April 20th - May 15th  

 

  Monday,  
April 20  

Tuesday, 
April 21 

Wednesday, 
April 22 

Thursday,  
April 23 

Friday,  
April 24 

Packet Complete 
problems for 
Monday 4/20 

 Complete problems 
for Tuesday 4/21 

 Complete problems 
for Wednesday 4/22 

 Complete problems 
for Thursday 4/23 

 Complete problems 
for Friday 4/24 

Online 
i-Ready- 
continue 
learning path 

Edulastic  
Week 4 Day 1 

Edulastic  
Week 4 Day 2 

Edulastic  
Week 4 Day 3 

Edulastic  
Week 4 Day 4 

Edulastic  
Week 4 Day 5 

  

  Monday,  
April 27 

Tuesday,  
April 28 

Wednesday, 
April 29 

Thursday,  
April 30 

Friday,  
May 1 

Packet  Complete 
problems for 
Monday 4/27 

 Complete problems 
for Tuesday 4/28 

 Complete problems 
for Wednesday 4/29 

 Complete problems 
for Thursday 4/30 

 Complete problems 
for Friday 5/1 

Online 
i-Ready- 
continue 
learning path 

Edulastic  
Week 5 Day 1 

Edulastic  
Week 5 Day 2 

Edulastic  
Week 5 Day 3 

Edulastic  
Week 5 Day 4 

Edulastic  
Week 5 Day 5 

  

  Monday,  
May 4 

Tuesday,  
May 5 

Wednesday, 
May 6 

Thursday,  
May 7 

Friday,  
May 8 

Packet  Complete 
problems for 
Monday 5/4 

 Complete problems 
for Tuesday 5/5 

 Complete problems 
for Wednesday 5/6 

 Complete problems 
for Thursday 5/7 

 Complete problems 
for Friday 5/8 

Online 
i-Ready- 
continue 
learning 
path 

Edulastic  
Week 6 Day 1 

Edulastic  
Week 6 Day 2 

Edulastic  
Week 6 Day 3 

Edulastic  
Week 6 Day 4 

Edulastic  
Week 6 Day 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued on back. 



8th Grade Math 
April 20th - May 15th  

  Monday,  
May 11 

Tuesday,  
May 12 

Wednesday, 
May 13 

Thursday,  
May 14 

Friday, 
May 15 

Packet  Complete 
problems for 
Monday 5/11 

 Complete problems 
for Tuesday 5/12 

 Complete problems 
for Wednesday 5/13 

 Complete problems 
for Thursday 5/14 

 Complete problems 
for Friday 5/15 

Online 
i-Ready- 
continue 
learning 
path 

Edulastic  
Week 7 Day 1 

Edulastic  
Week 7 Day 2 

Edulastic  
Week 7 Day 3 

Edulastic  
Week 7 Day 4 

Edulastic  
Week 7 Day 5 

 
 
Contact information for each of the teachers is provided below.  
 

Teacher  E-mail Remind 
(text code to 81010) 

Cayson  spcayson@tupeloschools.com 1st period - @caysonal 
2nd period - @caysonalg2 
3rd period - @caysonalg3 
4th period - @caysonalg 
6th period - @caysonalge 

Dickerson  shdickerson@tupeloschools.com Alg 1- @sd3320 
General- @s3320 

Ezell laezell@tupeloschools.com @ezmath 

Gibson  mggibson@tupeloschools.com Tues-Wed-Thurs 8-3 
Mon & Fri - email and I will 
respond asap! 

Grice  ksgrice@tupeloschools.com N/A 

Holloway  keholloway@tupeloschools.com @43e2ha 

Pearson trpearson@tupeloschools.com @d6d773 

 



Name:                                                Date: April 20-23 
Monday 4/20  Tuesday 4/21 

Solve the equation for M 
 

K
2G = 5

M  

Solve the equation for y. 
 
(x 2)y − 5 = 3

1 + 1  

The point (2,7) is successively reflected across 
the x-axis, then y-axis and then x axis again. What 

is the area of the rectangle formed by these 4 
points? 

The endpoints of  are M(2, 5) and N(8, -1). 
What are the new endpoints of  if it is 

translated with the rule (x,y)→(x + 6, y - 3)? 

From the problem above, dilate the rectangle by a 
factor of 2.  What the perimeter of the new 

rectangle? 

Identify the transformation: 
 

 
Find the missing angle: 

 

Find the measure of :A∡  

 
ΔMAP ΔBOR.  In ΔMAP ̃   

 = 33o and in ΔBOR  = 42o. Find theP∡ O∡  
measure of .M∡  

Find the missing angles. Are these triangles 
similar? 

  
 

Identify the relationship of the indicated angles: 

 

Determine the missing angle: 

 
Simplify using exponent rules Simplify using exponent rules 

 
·5 _____58 2  

 
_________6

611
 

 
·2 _____23 5  

 

__________33
38

 

 
_______(3 )2 3

 

 
_________8−2  

 
_______(2 )3 5

 

 
_________2−1  

Simplify using exponent rules Simplify using exponent rules 
 

·x _____x2 3  
 

__________x2
x8

 
 

·5 ____511 2  
 

_________53
590

 
 

_____(x )8 3
 

 
______( )2

1 −1
 

 
 ____(3 )5 3

 

 
______( )2

1 −2
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Name:   
Wednesday 4/22  Thursday 4/23 

Solve the equation for y. 
3
x+2 = y

4  
Solve the equation  

 for y.x y − 72 − 9 = 2  

 
If  is reflected across the x-axis and then 

translated (x,y)→(x + 4, y + 1) in which quadrant is 
the final image? 

A triangle has vertices at A(−2, 3), B(2, 1), and 
C(1, 0). After a transformation, the image of the 
triangle has vertices at  A′(−2, −3), B′(2, −5), and 

C′(1, −6). Identify the transformation. 

Identify the transformation: 
 

 
Find the missing angle: 

 

Find the measure of :D∡  

 
Write a similarity statement that matches the 

triangles in the diagram to the left. 
 

Find the measure of :B∡  

 

Find the value of x below: 

 

What is the measure of the highlighted angle?  

 

Simplify using exponent rules Simplify using exponent rules 
 

·992x 8 _______  
 

________79
75x+20

 
·332x+1 x+7  

________ 
 

_______35
3x+3

 

 
________(6 )2 3x

 

 
_________3−3  

 
_____(4 )3 x+2

 

 
_________3−2  

Simplify using exponent rules Simplify using exponent rules 
 

·33x 2  
_______  

 

_______105

102x  
·2  2x+3 x  

__________  
 

 
______

22x
23x−1

 

 
______(5 )4 x

 
 

______( )3
1 −2

 
 

____(5 )2 2x−3
 

 
_____( )4

1 −1
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Name:                            April 24     

1. MCC.8.G.1,2 2. MCC.8.G.3,4 

 The point (3,-5) is successively 
reflected across the x-axis, then 

y-axis and then x-axis again. 
What is the area of the rectangle 

formed by these 4 points? 

 From the problem #1, dilate the 
rectangle by a factor of 2. What is 

the perimeter of the new 
rectangle? 

3. MCC.8.EE.7b 4. MCC8.G.5 

 Solve the equation for K 
 

K
3G = 6

M  

 Find the missing angle 

 

5. MCC8.G.5 6. MCC8.G.5 

 Write a similarity statement for the 
triangles below: 

 

 Solve for x 

 

7. MCC.8.EE1 8. MCC.8.EE1 

 Simplify using laws of exponents 
 

_____x4 • x5  
__________x3

x6  

 

_____(x )2 6  
______  ( 2

1)−2  

 

 Simplify using laws of exponents 
 

_____x7 • x2  
__________x2

x10  

 

_____(x )5 3  
______  ( 3

1)−1  

 



Name:                                                     Date: April 27-30 
Monday 4/27  Tuesday 4/28 

Simplify using exponent rules Simplify using exponent rules 

36
3 ·32x 5

 

 
________ 

66x
6 ·64x x

 

 
________ 

44x+32
47x−10

 

 
________ 

(3 )6 2x+7
 

 
________ 

Write the standard form of the following number. 
.455 X  10 __________1 2 = _  

 
.1 X  10 __________9 −3 = _  

Add the following. Write your answer in scientific 
notation. 

 
.82 X  10 8, 03, 213 7 + 2 5 9  

Convert  to a fraction..42420  Place  in the blank., , or  <  >  =  
 

__________3.252 √90  

Determine the value of x if √x = 2  The cube below has a volume of 1000 cm3.  If 
each side was dilated by a factor of ½, what 

would the new volume be? 

 
Simplify the radicals. 

 
           √63 5

√8
 

Simplify the radicals. 
 

           − 6√32 9
√5

 

Simplify the following: 
 
·7√2 √6  

Find the perimeter of the shape below. 
 

 

Use the Pythagorean Theorem to find the 
distance between − , ) & (1, )  ( 4 2 3  

 

Find the length of the missing leg.  

 

Find the length of the missing side. 

 

How long is the diagonal of this rectangle? 
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Name:                                                Weekly Math Review – Q2:9                   Date: 
Wednesday 4/29  Thursday 4/30 

Simplify using exponent rules Simplify using exponent rules 

·33x−4 −5  
 
 

________ 

·1 ·1  1 x x+5  
 
 

________ 

59
5x+4

 
 
________ 

·8  8−3x 4  
 
 
         ________ 

Divide the following.  Put your answer in scientific 
notation. 

 
7.9 X  10 )÷(495)( 5  

Simplify and write your answer in scientific 
notation. 

 
(2 X  10 )5 −3

 

Which of the following numbers is irrational? 
 

, , , 5.137− 8 3
5  √24   

Which of the following numbers can be rewritten 
as a fraction? 

 
00, 4.5,− ,1   √49  √12  

Circle any 2 factors of 100. 
 

A) 50 and 50 
B) 25 and 4 

C) 10 and 10 
D) 99 and 1 

Select the roots of 100. 
 

A) 5 and 20 
B) 50 and 50 
C) 80 and 20 
D) 10 and –10 

Simplify the radicals. 
 

           3√18 20
√10

 

Simplify the radicals. 
 

           √80 4
√36

 

Simplify the following: 
 

0 51 √12 − 1 √12  

Find the volume of the shape below: 
 

 
Use the Pythagorean Theorem to find the 

distance between − , ) & (1,− )  ( 5 4 4  

 

Determine the area of the entire triangle. 

 

Use the Pythagorean Theorem to determine if a 
triangle with side lengths 4ft., 10ft., and 12ft. is a 

right triangle. 

Janet starts at her house and walks 10 miles 
north and then 4 miles east then stops. Is she 

more or less than 11 miles total from her house? 

If the pink gorilla eats watermelon every night, how much watermelons does he eat?  © One Stop Teacher Shop & © BOOM! Feeny Math Resources 



Name:                             May 1            Teacher: 

1. MCC.8.EE1 2. MCC.8.EE.3,4 

 Simplify using exponent rules 
 

34
3 •33x 6

  3( 5)3x+8
 

 

 Write the standard form of the 
following number. 

.327 X  10 ___________2 2 = _  
 

0.2 X  10 __________1 −3 = _  

3. MCC.8.NS.1 4. MCC.8.EE.2 

 Which of the following numbers 
cannot be rewritten as a fraction? 

 
00, 4.5,− ,1   √49  √12  

 Determine the value of x if √x = 4  

5. MCC.8.EE.2 6. MCC.8.EE.2 

 Simplify the radicals. 
 

           − 4√12 9
√6

 

 Find the area of the shape below. 
 

 

7. MCC.8.G.6,7 8. MCC.8.G.6,7 

 Use the Pythagorean Theorem to find 
the distance between & (1, )  (− , )3 0  3  

 

 Use the Pythagorean Theorem to 
determine if a triangle with side 
lengths 5ft., 10ft., and 13ft. is a 

right triangle. 
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Name:                                                    Date: May 4-7 
Monday 5/4  Tuesday 5/5 

If y = 2x – 3, determine the value of y when  
x = –15. 

Given the function , what is the(x) x 0f =  − 1  
corresponding value when ?x 2 =  − 1  

The starting balance of Jason’s account is $1,850. 
He takes $40 out of his account each month. Write 

an equation to represent this.  

Steven paid $3.50 for bowling shoes and then 
$1.50 per game after that. Write an equation 

that models this.  

Write the equation of a line in slope intercept form 
that has a slope of 6 and has a y-intercept of ½. 

 

Write the equation of the line in slope intercept 
form. 

 
The function  is shifted up 4 units. What isxy = 3

5  
the equation of the new function? 

In the graph above, shift the function down 9 
units. What is the equation of the new function? 

 

How many people make more than $60,000? 
 

What percentage of all police officers make less 
than $40k?  

How many people make more than $60,000? 
 

What percentage of all police officers make less 
than $40k?  

How many solutions does this system have? 

 

How many solutions does this system have? 

 
Solve the following system of equations by 

graphing: 
− xy = 3

2 − 2  
− xy = 3

7 + 3  
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Name:                                                              Date: May 4-7 
Wednesday 5/6  Thursday 5/7 
In the graph to the right,  

 
When x = 9, y = ______ 

 
When y = 2, x = ______ 

 
When x = 1, y = ______ 

 

Find the slope between the following points: 
 

8,− ), and (2,− )( 4  4  

Determine the y-intercept and slope and then 
write the equation for this table.  

 

 

Write the equation of a line in slope intercept form 
of a line that has a slope of and contains − 6   

(3, –4).  

Write the equation of a line in slope intercept form 
that contains the points (4,–2) and (2, 5). 

The function  is transformed by shifting− xy = 4
7 − 2  

it to the right 12 units. What is the equation of the 
new function? 

The function  is reflected across the− xy = 3
1  

x-axis.  What the equation of the new function? 

Susan determines a line of best fit for the data in 
the table to be y = 42x – 55. What y-value would 
you predict to correspond with an x-value of 12?  

How about an x-value of 7?  

 
 

 

 
Find the value of A, B and C that completes the two-way frequency table above. 

How many solutions does this system have?

 

What is the solution to this system of equations? 

 
Solve the following system of equations by 

graphing (round to the nearest whole number): 
xy = 2 − 2  

− xy = 3
1 + 3  

 
Answer Key - Weekly Math Review – Q4:2 
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Name:                           May 8            Teacher: 

1. MCC.8.F.1,2 2. MCC.8.F1,4,EE5 

 If y = ½ x – 12, determine the 
value of y when  

x = – 16. 

 Find the slope between the 
following points: 

 
and (6,− )3 ,  (0,− )3  

3. MCC.8.F.4,EE.6 4. MCC.8.F.4, 5 

 Write the equation of a line in 
slope intercept form of a line that 
has a slope of and contains − 3  

(9, –2).  

 The function  is reflected− xy = 6
5  

across the x-axis. What is the 
equation of the new function? 

5. MCC.8.SP.1,2,3 6. MCC.8.SP.4 

 Susan determines a line of best fit for 
the data in the table to be y=42x–55.  
 
What y-value would you predict to 
correspond with an x-value of 14?  
 
How about an x-value of 
2? 
 

 

 

Find the value of A, B and C that 
completes the two-way frequency 

table above. 

7. MCC.8.EE.8,8a 8. MCC.8.EE.8,8a 

 Solve the following system: 
− xy = 4

3 + 4  
 

− xy = 4
5 − 4  

 Solve the following system: 
− xy = 2

1 + 2  
 
xy = 2

1 + 4  
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Name:  May 11-14   
Monday 5/11  Tuesday 5/12 

Write the following number in scientific notation.  
 

________31 =  
 

.09 __________0 = _  

Subtract the following. Write your answer in 
standard notation. 

 
8 .2 X  101 − 9 −4  

Which of the following numbers can be rewritten 
as a fraction? 

 
, 1 , , .23,5  2

3  √81 5  √5  

Convert  to a fraction..16168  

The product of two numbers is 144, but their sum 
is –24. What are these two numbers? 

Below is a prism with square sides. If the volume 
is 144cm3 what is the height? 

 

Simplify the radicals. 
 

           √147 6
√11  

Simplify the radicals. 
 

           5√28 1
√35  

Solve the equation for x: 
 

−4√10 + x = 9√10  

Solve the equation for x: 
 

x
√15 = √3  

Use the Pythagorean Theorem to determine if a 
triangle with side lengths 28ft., 45ft., 53ft. is a right 

triangle. 

Find the length of the missing side.  

 
 

TU  has endpoints at T(5, –1) and U (1, –5). How 
long is TU? 

Use the Distance Formula to find the distance, to 
the nearest tenth, between  

F(9, 5) and G(–2, 2). 

Use the Distance Formula to find the distance, to 
the nearest tenth, between  
K(–7, –4) and L (–2, 0). 

PK has endpoints at P(3, –2) and K(4, –8). How 
long is PK? 
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Name:                                                             Date: 
Wednesday 5/13  Thursday 5/14 

How does the location of the negative make value 
of   different from  ?.3 X  105 −4 .3 X  10− 5 4  

Divide the following.  Put your answer in scientific 
notation. 

 
3.4 X  10 )÷(4)( −1  

What two integers does  fall between?√7  
A) 2 and 3 
B) 4 and 5 
C) 6 and 8 
D) It’s exactly 3.5 

Which of the following numbers is irrational? 
 

.279, , ,  ,−3 0  √36 π 3  

Place  in the blank., , or<  >  =  
 

__________√3 64 √64  
 

125 small cubes like the one below are arranged 
to make a larger cube. How many small cubes 

make up the width? 

 
Simplify the radicals. 

 
           − 3√81 2

√3
 

Simplify the radicals. 
 

           √36 5
√3

 

Solve the equation for x: 
 

−x − 2√27 = 2√3  

Solve the equation for x: 
 

·x 2√3 = 1  

Find the distance between 3, ) & (5, )( 3 3  

 

Determine the area of the shape below: 

 
 

 
A student starts at (0,0) and walks to (12, 0), turns and then walks to 

(7,12).  What is the total distance that this student walked? 

If the pink gorilla eats watermelon every night, how much watermelons does he eat?  © One Stop Teacher Shop & © BOOM! Feeny Math Resources 



Name:                            May 15          Teacher: 

1. MCC.8.EE.3,4 2. MCC.8.NS.1 

 Divide the following. Put your 
answer in scientific notation. 

 
5.6 X  10 )÷(4)( −1  

 What two integers does  fall√45  
between? 

A) 2 and 3 
B) 4 and 5 
C) 6 and 8 
D) It’s exactly 22.5 

3. MCC.8.EE.2 4. MCC.8.EE.2 

 Place  in the blank., , or<  >  =  
 

__________√3 1000 √100  
 

 Simplify the radicals. 
 

           − 3√64 7
√5

 

5. MCC.8.EE.2 6. MCC.8.G.6,7 

 Solve the equation for x: 
 

x
√10

= √2  

 Find the distance between 
& (5, )(3, )3  3  

 

7. MCC.8.G.8 8. MCC.8.G.8 

 Use the Distance Formula to find 
the distance, to the nearest tenth, 

between F(8, 4) and G(–3, 1). 

 PK has endpoints at P(5, –3) and 
K(2, –9). How long is PK? 

 

If the pink gorilla eats watermelon every night, how much watermelons does he eat?                          © One Stop Teacher Shop & © BOOM! Feeny Math Resources 



Dear Parents & Students: 
 
It saddens us deeply that we will not be seeing you the rest of the school year. The first three 
nine weeks were going very well and we are certain these students will go on to great success. 
We will miss you greatly and wish you all the best in your future endeavors. 
 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 
with any questions you or your child might have regarding various assignments. 
 
Please bear in mind that these assignments will not be graded, nor will they count against 
your child in any way. This is merely a way for your child to review different skills that he or 
she may need extra help with.  
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 
SchoolStatus. We will provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. via Google 
Classroom.  
 
During this time teachers  will also be available to parents via School Status, Google 
Classroom, and or email for  parents and/or students who are struggling with the current 
assignments or who have general questions regarding the work. Following are the 8th 
grade ELA teachers’ email addresses. 
 

● Mr. Warren mdwarren@tupeloschools.com 
● Mr. Prentiss etprentiss@tupeloschools.com 
● Mrs. Scott  krscott@tupeloschools.com 
● Ms. Wise lnwise@tupeloschools.com 
● Mrs. Oatis  fnoatis@tupeloschools.com 
● Ms. Williams dtwilliams@tupeloschools.com 
● Mrs. Clark mwclark@tupeloschools.com 

 
 

Again, please feel free to email your student’s teacher or contact them through SchoolStatus. 
Thank you, in advance, for your support and patience during this trying time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
8th Grade ELA 
Tupelo Middle School 
  

mailto:mdwarren@tupeloschools.com
mailto:etprentiss@tupeloschools.com
mailto:krscott@tupeloschools.com
mailto:lnwise@tupeloschools.com
mailto:fnoatis@tupeloschools.com
mailto:dtwilliams@tupeloschools.com
mailto:mwclark@tupeloschools.com
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Directions: 
Read the passages thoroughly and answer questions with 
textual evidence (if possible). Type your answer in the box 
and highlight your answers for the multiple choice 
questions in yellow. BE SURE YOU LOOK AT THE 
CALENDAR AT THE TOP OF THIS DOCUMENT TO 
KNOW WHICH DAYS TO DO EACH LESSON. 

 
 

Lesson 1 
 

The Dinner Party By Mona Gardner 
 

The country is India. A large dinner party is being given in an up-country station by a 

colonial official and his wife. The guests are army officers and government attaches and their 

wives, and an American naturalist.  

At one side of the long table a spirited discussion springs up between a young girl and a 

colonel. The girl insists women have long outgrown the 

jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse era, that they are not as fluttery as their 

grandmothers. The colonel says they are, explaining that women haven’t the actual nerve 

control of men. The other men at the table agree with him. 

 “A woman’s unfailing reaction in any crisis, “the colonel says, “is to scream. And while a 

man may feel like it, yet he has that ounce more of control than a woman has. And that last 

ounce is what counts!”  

The American scientist does not join in the argument, but sits watching the faces of the 

other guests. As he looks, he sees a strange expression come over the face of the hostess. She 

is staring straight ahead, the muscles of her face contracting slightly. With a small gesture, she 

summons the native boy standing behind her chair. She whispers to him. The boy’s eyes widen: 

he turns quickly and leaves the room.  

No one else sees this, nor the boy when he puts a bowl of milk on the verandah outside 

the glass doors.  



The American comes to with a start. In India, milk in a bowl means only one thing. It is 

bait for a snake. He realizes there is a cobra in the room.  

He looks up at the rafters—the likeliest place—and sees they are bare. Three corners of 

the room, which he can see by shifting only slightly, are empty. In the fourth corner a group of 

servants stand, waiting until the next course can be served. The American realizes there is only 

one place left—under the table.  

His first impulse is to jump back and warn the others. But he knows that the commotion 

will frighten the cobra and it will strike. He speaks quickly, the quality of his voice so arresting 

that it sobers everyone.  

“I want to know just what control everyone at this table has. I will count to three 

hundred—that’s five minutes—not one of you is to move a single muscle. The persons who 

move will forfeit 50 rupees. Now! Ready!”  

The 20 people sit like stone images while he counts. He is saying, “…two hundred and 

eighty…” when, out of the corner of his eye, he sees the cobra emerge for the bowl of milk. Four 

or five screams ring out as he jumps to slam shut the verandah doors. 

 “You certainly were right, Colonel!” the host says. “A man has just shown us an example 

of real control.”  

“Just a minute, “the American says, turning to his hostess, “there’s one thing I’d like to 

know. Mrs. Wynnes, how did you know that the cobra was in the room?” A faint smile lights up 

the woman’s face as she replies. “Because it was crawling across my foot.” 

 

Questions 
 

1.  What do you learn about the setting in the beginning of the story?  

 

 

 

2. How does the setting impact the story? 

 

 

 

3.  What are the young girl and the colonel arguing about?  



 

 

 

4. List all of the types of external conflict as well as the one internal.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 2 
Quickwrite to answer the following questions for 5 minutes each: 

1. How does your perspective determine your reality? 
 

 

 
2. What are your feelings about school? Be honest. It will not be held against you. 

 

 

 
 
Read this story: 
 

“The Fun They Had” 
 
by Isaac Asimov 
 

Margie even wrote about it that night in her diary. On the page headed May 17, 2157, 
she wrote, “Today, Tommy found a real book!” 

It was a very old book. Margie’s grandfather once said that when he was a little boy 
his grandfather told him that there was a time when all stories were printed on paper. 

They turned the pages, which were yellow and crinkly, and it was awfully funny to read 
words that stood still instead of moving the way they were supposed to-- on a screen, you 
know. And then, when they turned back to the page before, it had the same words on it that 
it had had when they read it the first time. 

Gee," said Tommy, "what a waste. When you're through with the book, you just throw 
it away, I guess. Our television screen must have had a million books on it and it's good for 
plenty more. I wouldn't throw it away." 

"Same with mine," said Margie. She was eleven and hadn't seen as many telebooks 



as Tommy had. He was thirteen. 
She said, "Where did you find it?" 
"In my house." He pointed without looking, because he was busy reading. "In the attic.” 
“What’s it about?” 
“School.” 
Margie was scornful. "School? What's there to write about school? I hate school." Margie 

always hated school, but now she hated it more than ever. The mechanical teacher had been 
giving her test after test in geography and she had been doing worse and worse until her mother 
had shaken her head sorrowfully and sent for the County Inspector. 

He was a round little man with a red face and a whole box of tools with dials and 
wires. He smiled at Margie and gave her an apple, then took the teacher apart. Margie had 
hoped he wouldn't know how to put it together again, but he knew how all right, and, after an 
hour or so, there it was again, large and black and ugly, with a big screen on which all the 
lessons were shown and the questions were asked. That wasn't so bad. The part Margie hated 
most was the slot where she had to put homework and test papers. She always had to write 
them out in a punch code they made her learn when she was six years old, and the mechanical 
teacher calculated the mark in no time. 

The Inspector had smiled after he was finished and patted Margie's head. He said 
to her mother, "It's not the little girl's fault, Mrs. Jones. I think the geography sector was geared 
a 
little too quick. Those things happen sometimes. I've slowed it up to an average 10-year level. 
Actually, the overall pattern of her progress is quite satisfactory." And he patted Margie's head 
again. 

Margie was disappointed. She had been hoping they would take the teacher away 
altogether. They had once taken Tommy's teacher away for nearly a month because the history 
sector had blanked out completely. 

So she said to Tommy, "Why would anyone write about school?" 
Tommy looked at her with very superior eyes. "Because it's not our kind of school, 

stupid. This is the old kind of school that they had hundreds and hundreds of years ago." He 
added loftily, pronouncing the word carefully, "Centuries ago." 

Margie was hurt. "Well, I don't know what kind of school they had all that time ago." She 
read the book over his shoulder for a while, then said, "Anyway, they had a teacher.” 

"Sure they had a teacher, but it wasn't a regular teacher. It was a man." 
"A man? How could a man be a teacher?" 
"Well, he just told the boys and girls things and gave them homework and asked them 

questions. 
"A man isn't smart enough." 
"Sure he is. My father knows as much as my teacher." 
"He can't. A man can't know as much as a teacher." 
"He knows almost as much, I betcha." 
Margie wasn't prepared to dispute that. She said, "I wouldn't want a strange man in my 

house to teach me.” 
Tommy screamed with laughter. "You don't know much, Margie. The teachers didn't live 

in the house. They had a special building and all the kids went there." 
"And all the kids learned the same thing?"  
"Sure, if they were the same age." 
"But my mother says a teacher has to be adjusted to fit the mind of each boy and girl 

it teaches and that each kid has to be taught differently." 



"Just the same they didn't do it that way then. If you don't like it, you don't have to read 
the book.” 

"I didn't say I didn't like it," Margie said quickly. She wanted to read about those funny 
schools. 

They weren't even half-finished when Margie's mother called, "Margie! School!" 
Margie looked up. "Not yet, Mamma." 
"Now!" said Mrs. Jones. "And it's probably time for Tommy, too." 
Margie said to Tommy, "Can I read the book some more with you after school?" 
"Maybe," he said nonchalantly. He walked away whistling, the dusty old book tucked 

beneath his arm. 
Margie went into the schoolroom. It was right next to her bedroom, and the 

mechanical teacher was on and waiting for her. It was always on at the same time every 
day except Saturday and Sunday, because her mother said little girls learned better if they 
learned at regular hours. 

The screen was lit up, and it said: "Today's arithmetic lesson is on the addition of 
proper fractions. Please insert yesterday's homework in the proper slot. Please insert 
yesterday’s homework into the slot.” 

Margie did so with a sigh. She was thinking about the old schools they had when her 
grandfather's grandfather was a little boy. All the kids from the whole neighborhood came, 
 
laughing and shouting in the schoolyard, sitting together in the schoolroom, going home 
together at the end of the day. They learned the same things, so they could help one 
another on the homework and talk about it. 

And the teachers were people... 
The mechanical teacher was flashing on the screen: "When we add the fractions ½ and 

¼ --” 
Margie was thinking about how the kids must have loved it in the old days. She was 

thinking about the fun they had. 
 
Questions: 
 

1. This story was written in 1951.  What technology did the author predict that is a reality 
now? 
 

 

 
2. What is Margie’s perspective on school at the beginning? 

 

 

 
3. Why does Margie’s perspective on school change? 

 

 



 
4. Would Margie enjoy school more now or during her time? 

 

 

 
5. Which would you enjoy more? Why? 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Lesson 3 
 

High Schools to TikTok: We’re Catching Feelings  
Source: Taylor Lorenz, NewYorkTimes.com,  

October 19, 2019 
 

On the wall of a classroom that is home to the West Orange High School TikTok club, large 
loopy words are scrawled across a whiteboard: “Wanna be TikTok famous? Join TikTok club.” 
It’s working. “There’s a lot of TikTok-famous kids at our school,” said Amanda DiCastro, who 
is 14 and a freshman. “Probably 20 people have gotten famous off random things.” The school is 
on a quiet palm-tree-lined street in a town just outside Orlando. A hallway by the principal’s 
office is busy with blue plaques honoring the school’s A.P. Scholars. Its choir director, Jeffery 
Redding, won the 2019 Grammy Music Educator Award. Amanda was referring to a different 
kind of notoriety: on TikTok, a social media app where users post short funny videos, usually set 
to music, that is enjoying a surge in popularity among teenagers around the world The embrace 
of the app at this school is mirrored on scattered campuses across the United States, where 
students are forming TikTok clubs to dance, sing and perform skits for the app — essentially 
drama clubs for the digital age, but with the potential to reach huge audiences. And unlike other 
social media networks, TikTok is winning over some educators, like Michael Callahan, a teacher 
at West Orange, who had never heard of TikTok before the students told him about it. He is an 
adviser to the school’s club and said he loves how the app brings students from different friend 
groups together. “You see a lot more teamwork and camaraderie,” he said, “and less — I don’t 
want to say bullying — but focus on individuals.” In many of the videos on the app, which are 
15 seconds to a minute long, school hallways, classrooms and courtyards serve as a recurrent 
backdrop. And if kids aren’t filming themselves at school, they’re making jokes about school. 



One popular meme on the app mocks the class of 2023 (freshmen this year) for being cringey 
and trying too hard. “TikTok is such a theatrical platform,” said Blake Cadwell, the general 
manager of Day One agency, a marketing firm in Los Angeles that works on Chipotle’s TikTok 
account. “You’re trying to build your cast for whatever you’re doing, and high school is a natural 
environment where you’re with lots of people, so you can do these skits or challenges.” (A big 
part of TikTok culture, challenges are videos users create that riff on an of-themoment meme.) 
Several students at West Orange have seen their videos shoot to the top of the popular “For You” 
page of the app. In the spring, the school’s valedictorian went viral for a Minecraft video; 
another student got more than three million views for a parody of the film “Mean Girls.” Ireland 
McTague, a 15-year-old sophomore at St. Agnes Academy in Texas, said she spends about 16 
hours a week on the app, creating or consuming videos. Manny Alexander, 16, a high schooler in 
New York, said he would diagnose himself as a TikTok addict. “Not that it’s interrupted my 
life,” he said, “but my life does revolve a bit around it.” TikTok’s addictiveness can be traced, in 
part, to its use of artificial intelligence to anticipate what users want and fill their feeds with it. 
That technology is so effective that the app’s owner, Bytedance (a Chinese tech conglomerate), 
last year introduced anti-addiction measures in Douyin, the Chinese version, to help both users 
and the parents who may be worried about them.  
Inside the West Orange High School TikTok Club 
The West Orange club meets every other Monday after school. It was founded in September by 
Kate Sandoval, a 17-year-old senior. Mr. Callahan, the adviser, makes sure the students come up 
with an agenda for each meeting and don’t just sit around goofing off on their phones.  
Kate pulled up a series of TikToks on a large screen. The students sipped Capri Suns and 
snacked on Cheetos as they watched. The first TikTok featured a teenager, whose face was 
obscured by the image of a giant crying baby’s face, dancing to “Teach Me How to Dougie” in 
the aisle of a sporting goods store.  
The second showed a skit between two boys, in which one jokes about falling for the other after 
he slides past him to exit a bus seat. (This is a popular meme for boys; the punch line is a song 
lyric: “Oh no, I think I’m catching feelings.”) The challenge for the week was to riff on these 
videos. The winner would receive a Chick-fil-A gift card.  
In the hallway, pairs of girls propped their phones against the wall and attempted to mimic the 
“Teach Me How to Dougie” dance step by step. Inside the classroom, three boys and two girls 
prepared skits about catching feelings for each other Amy Sommers and her TikTok partner, 
Kaylani Heisler, a 16-year-old senior, danced until they began sweating. “This is hard work!” 
Kaylani said between steps.  
Shane Skaling, 17, who is the TikTok club videographer, tracked a pair of girls’ dance moves 
between lockers. He moved the camera around in circles, hitting the beats as they danced. “We 
finished ours, it’s fire,” said Darcy Friday, 17. Her partner, Morgan Townsend, 17, agreed.  
The school’s principal, Melissa Gordon, declared a winner. It was a skit by three 16-year-old 
boys — Benjamin Boucher, Trent Vickersand Zachary Everidge — about one boy falling in love 



with another boy, who picks his nose. The entire classroom screamed and cheered when the 
winner was announced. “I feel like it might go viral,” Benjamin said.  
If it’s on the Internet, It’s Not Private” 
Creating TikToks in class isn’t exactly encouraged, but teachers at many schools say they view 
TikTok culture as a net positive. Others, like Emma Peden, a Spanish teacher at Fox Creek High 
School in South Carolina, are more hesitant. “Instagram, TikTok and Snapchat — all those 
interfaces — can feed bullying,” she said. “I think kids can be recording things that they 
shouldn’t.” One encouraging sign is that videos about topics that high schoolers are all studying 
sometimes generate thousands of views and become memes in themselves. Kate Sandoval said 
she has made TikToks for her role in student government, and Mr. Callahan, the adviser, is 
mulling how he can use the app to teach students about government and social studies. “We’re 
thinking this is possibly the new Schoolhouse Rock,” he said.“There’s a lot more than just funny 
videos,” Kaylani Heisler said. “I see countless ways to take notes, get organized. I see chemistry 
study aids.” Students occasionally involve their teachers in TikTok stunts, and many educators 
have set up their own accounts. Sarah Jacobs, a physics teacher at San Jose High School in 
California, said some of her students made TikToks explaining Newton’s Laws for extra credit 
last year. St. Agnes Academy in Texas has begun releasing musical clips every Tuesday during 
its morning broadcast. “Students make a TikTok to the sound, then the next Tuesday they post 
the one that they like the most,” said Ireland McTague, the sophomore there. Whitesboro High 
School in New York incorporated TikTok memes like VSCO girls — slang for a subculture 
involving a lifestyle of scrunchies, Hydroflasks and environmentalism — into homecoming week 
theme. Some schools block access to TikTok, along with all other social media apps, via the 
school’s Wi-Fi systems. At West Orange, Mr. Callahan and other educators take steps to educate 
students on their digital footprint. Students are instructed to think twice before posting anything 
online. Outside the room where the TikTok club meets, paper speech bubbles hang with 
messages: “Google yourself”; “If it’s on the internet, it’s not private”; “They loved your G.P.A.; 
then they saw your tweets.” “I think you just have to engage students in whatever they’re 
interested in,” said Ms. Gordon, the principal. She likes how the app has unlocked creativity and 
authenticity in the students. “On other media you’re hiding your flaws,” Mr. Callahan said. 
“Here you’re showing them off.” Aaron Eddy, 17, a senior at Whitesboro High School in Marcy, 
N.Y., said that it’s the authenticity part that he thinks makes the app so compelling. He said he 
likes how he can be “crazy” on it without judgment. Morgan Townsend, a 17-year-old senior at 
West Orange, said that she makes TikToks of notable life moments for the memories. “During 
homecoming week we’d take a clip of our outfits every day, and it was fun to watch the end of 
the week,” she said. Ireland McTague said, “TikTok is a safer space where you can post videos 
about you being yourself, rather than worrying about being perfect.” She contrasted it with 
YouTube and Instagram, where more polished presentations are the norm. (As with those 
platforms, there is a potential for inappropriate use of TikTok by predators. To protect users, a 
TikTok spokeswoman said, the app has safeguards like “privacy settings, controls over who can 



view or interact with content, and in-app reporting.”) Harper Kelly, a 17-year-old senior at 
Milford High School in Ohio, said, of her school TikTok club, “The last TikTok Tuesday, the 
room was split in half, one half of the room was watching TikToks, the other half was people 
doing dances and making them.” The TikTok club at Fruita Monument High School in Colorado 
has its own TikTok account, @TikTokClubbbb, an early club that appears to have spawned 
others. Dennis Allen, a 17-year-old senior and club member, posted a TikTok, on which one 
respondent, Sophie Furdek, wrote: “I started TikTok club at my school.”  
Response Questions 
1)What are your thoughts on schools embracing TikTok? Explain.  
 

 

 
2)Pick a word/line/passage from the article and respond to it.  
 

 

 
3)Discuss a “move” made by the writer in this piece that you think is good/interesting. Explain. 
 

 

 
 

Lesson 4 

The Eyes Have It 

by PHILIP K. DICK 

IT WAS quite by accident I discovered this incredible invasion of Earth by lifeforms from 
another planet. As yet, I haven’t done anything about it; I can’t think of anything to do. I wrote to 
the Government, and they sent back a pamphlet on the repair and maintenance of frame houses. 



Anyhow, the whole thing is known; I’m not the first to discover it. Maybe it’s even under 
control. 

I was sitting in my easy-chair, idly turning the pages of a paperbacked book someone had left                 
on the bus, when I came across the reference that first put me on the trail. For a moment I didn’t                     
respond. It took some time for the full import to sink in. After I’d comprehended, it seemed odd I                   
hadn’t noticed it right away. 

The reference was clearly to a nonhuman species of incredible properties, not indigenous to              
Earth. A species, I hasten to point out, customarily masquerading as ordinary human beings.              
Their disguise, however, became transparent in the face of the following observations by the              
author. It was at once obvious the author knew everything. Knew everything — and was taking              
it in his stride. The line (and I tremble remembering it even now) read: 

… his eyes slowly roved about the room. 

Vague chills assailed me. I tried to picture the eyes. Did they roll like dimes? The passage                 
indicated not; they seemed to move through the air, not over the surface. Rather rapidly,               
apparently. No one in the story was surprised. That’s what tipped me off. No sign of amazement                 
at such an outrageous thing. Later the matter was amplified. 

… his eyes moved from person to person. 

There it was in a nutshell. The eyes had clearly come apart from the rest of him and were on their 
own. My heart pounded and my breath choked in my windpipe. I had stumbled on an accidental 
mention  
  
of a totally unfamiliar race. Obviously non-Terrestrial. Yet, to the characters in the book, it was 
perfectly natural — which suggested they belonged to the same species. 

And the author? A slow suspicion burned in my mind. The author was taking it rather too                 
easily in his stride. Evidently, he felt this was quite a usual thing. He made absolutely no attempt                  
to conceal this knowledge. The story continued: 

… presently his eyes fastened on Julia. 

Julia, being a lady, had at least the breeding to feel indignant. She is described as blushing and                  
knitting her brows angrily. At this, I sighed with relief. They weren’t all non-Terrestrials. The               
narrative continues: 

… slowly, calmly, his eyes examined every inch of her. 



Great Scott! But here the girl turned and stomped off and the matter ended. I lay back in my                   
chair gasping with horror. My wife and family regarded me in wonder. 

“What’s wrong, dear?” my wife asked. 
I couldn’t tell her. Knowledge like this was too much for the ordinary run-of-the-mill person. I                

had to keep it to myself. “Nothing,” I gasped. I leaped up, snatched the book, and hurried out of                   
the room. 

IN THE garage, I continued reading. There was more. Trembling, I read the next revealing               
passage: 

… he put his arm around Julia. Presently she asked him if he would remove               
his arm. He immediately did so, with a smile. 

It’s not said what was done with the arm after the fellow had removed it. Maybe it was left                   
standing upright in the corner. Maybe it was thrown away. I don’t care. In any case, the full                  
meaning was there, staring me right in the face. 

Here was a race of creatures capable of removing portions of their anatomy at will. Eyes,                
arms — and maybe more. Without batting an eyelash. My knowledge of biology came in             
handy, at this point. Obviously they were simple beings, uni-cellular, some sort of primitive              
single-celled things. Beings no more developed than starfish. Starfish can do the same thing, you               
know. 

I read on. And came to this incredible revelation, tossed off coolly by the author without the                 
faintest tremor: 

… outside the movie theater we split up. Part of us went inside, part over to                
the cafe for dinner. 

Binary fission, obviously. Splitting in half and forming two entities.  
  
Probably each lower half went to the cafe, it being farther, and the upper halves to the movies. I 
read on, hands shaking. I had really stumbled onto something here. My mind reeled as I made 
out this passage: 

… I’m afraid there’s no doubt about it. Poor Bibney has lost his head again. 

Which was followed by: 

… and Bob says he has utterly no guts. 



Yet Bibney got around as well as the next person. The next person, however, was just as                 
strange. He was soon described as: 

… totally lacking in brains. 

THERE was no doubt of the thing in the next passage. Julia, whom I had thought to be the one                    
normal person, reveals herself as also being an alien life form, similar to the rest: 

… quite deliberately, Julia had given her heart to the young man. 

It didn’t relate what the final disposition of the organ was, but I didn’t really care. It was                  
evident Julia had gone right on living in her usual manner, like all the others in the book.                  
Without heart, arms, eyes, brains, viscera, dividing up in two when the occasion demanded.              
Without a qualm. 

… thereupon she gave him her hand. 

I sickened. The rascal now had her hand, as well as her heart. I shudder to think what he’s                   
done with them, by this time. 

… he took her arm. 

Not content to wait, he had to start dismantling her on his own. Flushing crimson, I slammed                 
the book shut and leaped to my feet. But not in time to escape one last reference to those carefree                    
bits of anatomy whose travels had originally thrown me on the track: 

… her eyes followed him all the way down the road and across the meadow. 

I rushed from the garage and back inside the warm house, as if the accursed things were                 
following me. My wife and children were playing Monopoly in the kitchen. I joined them and                
played with frantic fervor, brow feverish, teeth chattering. 

I had had enough of the thing. I want to hear no more about it. Let them come on. Let them                     
invade Earth. I don’t want to get mixed up in it. 

I have absolutely no stomach for it. 
 
 
Discussion Questions 

1. How does the speaker interpret words and phrases that are used in the paperback 
book he found on the bus?  

 

 



 
2. Explain how the narrator of the story manipulates the English language. Use 2 

specific examples from the story in your explanation.  
 

 

 
3. What is ironic about the last sentence of the story? Explain your answer in depth 

considering the entire story.  
 

 

 
 

Lesson 5 

THE MEDICINE BAG 
by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve1975  Lexile: 830 

 

Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve is a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe and writes children’s 
books that focus on the experiences of Native Americans. In this short story, a boy’s grandpa 
visits with the intention of giving him a medicine bag, which is a small bag that contains 
medicine and is usually worn on the person. As you read, take notes on how the narrator, 
Martin, feels about his grandpa. 

 

 

My kid sister Cheryl and I always bragged about our Sioux1 grandpa, Joe Iron Shell. Our 

friends, who had always lived in the city and only knew about Indians from movies and TV, 

were impressed by our stories. Maybe we exaggerated and made Grandpa and the reservation 

sound glamorous, but when we’d return home to Iowa after our yearly summer visit to Grandpa, 

we always had some exciting tale to tell. 

We always had some authentic Sioux article to show our listeners. One year Cheryl had new 

moccasins2 that Grandpa had made. On another visit he gave me a small, round, flat rawhide 



drum which was decorated with a painting of a warrior riding a horse. He taught me a real Sioux 

chant to sing while I beat the drum with a leather-covered stick that had a feather on the end. 

Man, that really made an impression. 

We never showed our friends Grandpa’s picture. Not that we were ashamed of him, but because 

we knew that the glamorous tales we told didn’t go with the real thing. Our friends would have 

laughed at the picture, because Grandpa wasn’t tall and stately like TV Indians. His hair wasn’t 

in braids but hung in stringy gray strands on his neck, and he was old. He was our 

great-grandfather, and he didn’t live in a tepee, but all by himself in a part log, part tar-paper 

shack on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. So when Grandpa came to visit us, I was so 

ashamed and embarrassed I could’ve died.  

There are a lot of yippy poodles and other fancy little dogs in our neighborhood, but they usually 

barked singly at the mailman from the safety of their own yards. Now it sounded as if a whole 

pack of mutts were barking together in one place. 

 

I got up and walked to the curb to see what the commotion3 was. About a block away I saw a 

crowd of little kids yelling, with the dogs yipping and growling around someone who was 

walking down the middle of the street. 

I watched the group as it slowly came closer and saw that in the center of the strange procession4 

was a man wearing a tall black hat. He’d pause now and then to peer at something in his hand 

and then at the houses on either side of the street. I felt cold and hot at the same time as I 

recognized the man. “Oh, no!” I whispered. “It’s Grandpa!” 

I stood on the curb, unable to move even though I wanted to run and hide. Then I got mad when I 

saw how the yippy dogs were growling and nipping at the old man’s baggy pant legs and how 

wearily he poked them away with his cane. “Stupid mutts,” I said as I ran to rescue Grandpa. 

When I kicked and hollered at the dogs to get away, they put their tails between their legs and 

scattered. The kids ran to the curb, where they watched me and the old man. 



“Grandpa,” I said, and felt pretty dumb when my voice cracked. I reached for his beat-up old tin 

suitcase, which was tied shut with a rope. But he set it down right in the street and shook my 

hand. 

 

“Hau, Takoza, Grandchild,” he greeted me formally5 in Sioux. 

All I could do was stand there with the whole neighborhood watching and shake the hand of the 

leather-brown old man. I saw how his gray hair straggled from under his big black hat, which 

had a drooping feather in its crown. His rumpled black suit hung like a sack over his stooped 

frame. As he shook my hand, his coat fell open to expose a bright-red satin shirt with a beaded 

bolo tie under the collar. His get-up wasn’t out of place on the reservation, but it sure was here, 

and I wanted to sink right through the pavement. 

“Hi,” I muttered with my head down. I tried to pull my hand away when I felt his bony hand 

trembling, and looked up to see fatigue6 in his face. I felt like crying. I couldn’t think of 

anything to say, so I picked up Grandpa’s suitcase, took his arm, and guided him up the driveway 

to our house. 

Mom was standing on the steps. I don’t know how long she’d been watching, but her hand was 

over her mouth and she looked as if she couldn’t believe what she saw. Then she ran to us. 

“Grandpa,” she gasped. “How in the world did you get here?” 

 

She checked her move to embrace Grandpa, and I remembered that such a display of affection is 

unseemly to the Sioux and would embarrass him.  

“Hau, Marie,” he said as he shook Mom’s hand. She smiled and took his other arm. 

As we supported him up the steps, the door banged open and Cheryl came bursting out of the 

house. She was all smiles and was so obviously glad to see Grandpa that I was ashamed of how I 

felt. 



“Grandpa!” she yelled happily. “You came to see us!” 

Grandpa smiled and Mom and I let go of him as he stretched out his arms to my ten-year-old 

sister, who was still young enough to be hugged. 

 

“Wicincala, little girl,” he greeted her, and then collapsed. 

He had fainted. Mom and I carried him into her sewing room, where we had a spare bed. 

After we had Grandpa on the bed, Mom stood there helplessly patting his shoulder. 

“Shouldn’t we call the doctor, Mom?” I suggested, since she didn’t seem to know what to do. 

“Yes,” she agreed, with a sigh. “You make Grandpa comfortable, Martin.” 

 

Lesson 6 

 

I reluctantly moved to the bed. I knew Grandpa wouldn’t want to have Mom undress him, but I 

didn’t want to, either. He was so skinny and frail7 that his coat slipped off easily. When I 

loosened his tie and opened his shirt collar, I felt a small leather pouch that hung from a thong 

around his neck. I left it alone and moved to remove his boots. The scuffed old cowboy boots 

were tight and he moaned as I put pressure on his legs to jerk them off. I put the boots on the 

floor and saw why they fit so tight. Each one was stuffed with money. I looked at the bills that 

lined the boots and started to ask about them, but Grandpa’s eyes were closed again. 

Mom came back with a basin of water. “The doctor thinks Grandpa is suffering from heat 

exhaustion,” she explained as she bathed Grandpa’s face. Mom gave a big sigh, “Oh hinh, 

Martin. How do you suppose he got here?”  

We found out after the doctor’s visit. Grandpa was angrily sitting up in bed while Mom tried to 

feed him some soup. 



“Tonight you let Marie feed you, Grandpa,” spoke my dad, who had gotten home from work just 

as the doctor was leaving. 

“You’re not really sick,” he said as he gently pushed Grandpa back against the pillows. “The 

doctor said you just got too tired and hot after your long trip.” 

 

Grandpa relaxed, and between sips of soup he told us of his journey. Soon after our visit to him 

Grandpa decided that he would like to see where his only living descendants8 lived and what our 

home was like. Besides, he admitted sheepishly,9 he was lonesome after we left. 

I knew everybody felt as guilty as I did — especially Mom. Mom was all Grandpa had left. So 

even after she married my dad, who’s a white man and teaches in the college in our city, and 

after Cheryl and I were born, Mom made sure that every summer we spent a week with Grandpa. 

I never thought that Grandpa would be lonely after our visits, and none of us noticed how old 

and weak he had become. But Grandpa knew and so he came to us. He had ridden on buses for 

two and a half days. When he arrived in the city, tired and stiff from sitting for so long, he set 

out, walking, to find us. 

He had stopped to rest on the steps of some building downtown and a policeman found him. The 

cop, according to Grandpa, was a good man who took him to the bus stop and waited until the 

bus came and told the driver to let Grandpa out at Bell View Drive. After Grandpa got off the 

bus, he started walking again. But he couldn’t see the house numbers on the other side when he 

walked on the sidewalk, so he walked in the middle of the street. That’s when all the little kids 

and dogs followed him.  

I knew everybody felt as bad as I did. Yet I was proud of this eighty-six-year-old man, who had 

never been away from the reservation, having the courage to travel so far alone. 

 

“You found the money in my boots?” he asked Mom. 



“Martin did,” she answered, and roused herself to scold. “Grandpa, you shouldn’t have carried so 

much money. What if someone had stolen it from you?” 

Grandpa laughed. “I would’ve known if anyone tried to take the boots off my feet. The money is 

what I’ve saved for a long time — a hundred dollars — for my funeral. But you take it now to 

buy groceries so that I won’t be a burden10 to you while I am here.” 

“That won’t be necessary, Grandpa,” Dad said. “We are honored to have you with us and you 

will never be a burden. I am only sorry that we never thought to bring you home with us this 

summer and spare you the discomfort of a long trip.” 

Grandpa was pleased. “Thank you,” he answered. “But do not feel bad that you didn’t bring me 

with you, for I would not have come then. It was not time.” He said this in such a way that no 

one could argue with him. To Grandpa and the Sioux, he once told me, a thing would be done 

when it was the right time to do it and that’s the way it was. 

 

“Also,” Grandpa went on, looking at me, “I have come because it is soon time for Martin to have 

the medicine bag.” 

We all knew what that meant. Grandpa thought he was going to die and he had to follow the 

tradition of his family to pass the medicine bag, along with its history, to the oldest male child. 

“Even though the boy,” he said, still looking at me, “bears a white man’s name, the medicine bag 

will be his.” 

I didn’t know what to say. I had the same hot and cold feeling that I had when I first saw 

Grandpa in the street. The medicine bag was the dirty leather pouch I had found around his neck. 

“I could never wear such a thing,” I almost said aloud. I thought of having my friends see it in 

gym class, at the swimming pool, and could imagine the smart things they would say. But I just 

swallowed hard and took a step toward the bed. I knew I would have to take it.  

But Grandpa was tired. “Not now, Martin,” he said, waving his hand in dismissal, “it is not time. 

Now I will sleep.” 



Lesson 7 

So that’s how Grandpa came to be with us for two months. My friends kept asking to come see 

the old man, but I put them off. I told myself that I didn’t want them laughing at Grandpa. But 

even as I made excuses, I knew it wasn’t Grandpa that I was afraid they’d laugh at. 

Nothing bothered Cheryl about bringing her friends to see Grandpa. Every day after school 

started, there’d be a crew of giggling little girls or round-eyed little boys crowded around the old 

man on the patio, where he’d gotten in the habit of sitting every afternoon. 

Grandpa would smile in his gentle way and patiently answer their questions, or he’d tell them 

stories of brave warriors, ghosts, animals, and the kids listened in awed silence. Those little guys 

thought Grandpa was great. 

Finally, one day after school, my friends came home with me because nothing I said stopped 

them. “We’re going to see the great Indian of Bell View Drive,” said Hank, who was supposed to 

be my best friend. “My brother has seen him three times, so he oughta be well enough to see us.”  

When we got to my house, Grandpa was sitting on the patio. He had on his red shirt, but today he 

also wore a fringed leather vest that was decorated with beads. Instead of his usual cowboy boots 

he had solidly beaded moccasins on his feet that stuck out of his black trousers. Of course, he 

had his old black hat on — he was seldom without it. But it had been brushed and the feather in 

the beaded headband was proudly erect, its tip a brighter white. His hair lay in silver strands over 

the red shirt collar. 

 

I stared just as my friends did and I heard one of them murmur, “Wow!” 

Grandpa looked up and when his eyes met mine, they twinkled as if he were laughing inside. He 

nodded to me and my face got all hot. I could tell that he had known all along I was afraid he’d 

embarrass me in front of my friends. 

“Hau, hoksilas, boys,” he greeted, and held out his hand. 



My buddies passed in a single file and shook his hand as I introduced them. They were so polite I 

almost laughed. “How, there, Grandpa,” and even a “How do you do, sir.” 

“You look fine, Grandpa,” I said as the guys sat on the lawn chairs or on the patio floor. 

 

“Hanh, yes,” he agreed. “When I woke up this morning, it seemed the right time to dress in the 

good clothes. I knew that my grandson would be bringing his friends.”  

“You guys want some lemonade or something?” I offered. No one answered. They were listening 

to Grandpa as he started telling how he’d killed the deer from which his vest was made. 

Grandpa did most of the talking while my friends were there. I was so proud of him and amazed 

at how respectfully quiet my buddies were. Mom had to chase them home at suppertime. As they 

left, they shook Grandpa’s hand again and said to me: 

“Martin, he’s really great!” 

“Yeah, man! Don’t blame you for keeping him to yourself.” 

[60] 

“Can we come back?” But after they left, Mom said, “No more visitors for a while, Martin. 

Grandpa won’t admit it, but his strength hasn’t returned. He likes having company, but it tires 

him.” 

That evening Grandpa called me to his room before he went to sleep. “Tomorrow,” he said, 

“when you come home, it will be time to give you the medicine bag.” 

I felt a hard squeeze from where my heart is supposed to be and was scared, but I answered, 

“OK, Grandpa.” 

All night I had weird dreams about thunder and lightning on a high hill. From a distance I heard 

the slow beat of a drum. When I woke up in the morning, I felt as if I hadn’t slept at all. At 

school it seemed as if the day would never end and when it finally did, I ran home.  



Grandpa was in his room, sitting on the bed. The shades were down and the place was dim and 

cool. I sat on the floor in front of Grandpa, but he didn’t even look at me. After what seemed a 

long time, he spoke. 

Lesson 8 

“I sent your mother and sister away. What you will hear today is only for a man’s ears. What you 

will receive is only for a man’s hands.” He fell silent and I felt shivers down my back. 

“My father in his early manhood,” Grandpa began, “made a vision quest to find a spirit guide for 

his life. You cannot understand how it was in that time, when the great Teton Sioux were first 

made to stay on the reservation. There was a strong need for guidance from Wakantanka, the 

Great Spirit.11 But too many of the young men were filled with despair and hatred. They thought 

it was hopeless to search for a vision when the glorious life was gone and only the hated confines 

of a reservation lay ahead. But my father held to the old ways. 

“He carefully prepared for his quest with a purifying12 sweat bath and then he went alone to a 

high butte13 top to fast and pray. After three days he received his sacred14 dream — in which he 

found, after long searching, the white man’s iron. He did not understand his vision of finding 

something belonging to the white people, for in that time they were the enemy. When he came 

down from the butte to cleanse himself at the stream below, he found the remains of a campfire 

and the broken shell of an iron kettle. This was a sign which reinforced his dream. He took a 

piece of the iron for his medicine bag, which he had made of elk skin years before, to prepare for 

his quest. 

“He returned to his village, where he told his dream to the wise old men of the tribe. They gave 

him the name Iron Shell, but neither did they understand the meaning of the dream. This first 

Iron Shell kept the piece of iron with him at all times and believed it gave him protection from 

the evils of those unhappy days.  

“Then a terrible thing happened to Iron Shell. He and several other young men were taken from 

their homes by the soldiers and sent far away to a white man’s boarding school. He was angry 

and lonesome for his parents and the young girl he had wed before he was taken away. At first 



Iron Shell resisted the teachers’ attempts to change him and he did not try to learn. One day it 

was his turn to work in the school’s blacksmith shop. As he walked into the place, he knew that 

his medicine had brought him there to learn and work with the white man’s iron. 

[70] 

“Iron Shell became a blacksmith and worked at the trade when he returned to the reservation. All 

of his life he treasured the medicine bag. When he was old and I was a man, he gave it to me, for 

no one made the vision quest anymore.” 

Grandpa quit talking and I stared in disbelief as he covered his face with his hands. His shoulders 

were shaking with quiet sobs and I looked away until he began to speak again. 

“I kept the bag until my son, your mother’s father, was a man and had to leave us to fight in the 

war across the ocean. I gave him the bag, for I believed it would protect him in battle, but he did 

not take it with him. He was afraid that he would lose it. He died in a faraway place.” 

Again Grandpa was still and I felt his grief around me. 

“My son,” he went on after clearing his throat, “had only a daughter and it is not proper for her to 

know of these things.” 

[75] 

He unbuttoned his shirt, pulled out the leather pouch, and lifted it over his head. He held it in his 

hand, turning it over and over as if memorizing how it looked.  

“In the bag,” he said as he opened it and removed two objects, “is the broken shell of the iron 

kettle, a pebble from the butte, and a piece of the sacred sage.” He held the pouch upside down 

and dust drifted down. 

“After the bag is yours, you must put a piece of prairie sage within and never open it again until 

you pass it on to your son.” He replaced the pebble and the piece of iron and tied the bag. 



I stood up, somehow knowing I should. Grandpa slowly rose from the bed and stood upright in 

front of me, holding the bag before my face. I closed my eyes and waited for him to slip it over 

my head. But he spoke. 

“No, you need not wear it.” He placed the soft leather bag in my right hand and closed my other 

hand over it. “It would not be right to wear it in this time and place, where no one will 

understand. Put it safely away until you are again on the reservation. 

[80] 

Wear it then, when you replace the sacred sage.” 

Grandpa turned and sat again on the bed. Wearily he leaned his head against the pillow. “Go,” he 

said, “I will sleep now.” 

“Thank you, Grandpa,” I said softly, and left with the bag in my hands. 

That night Mom and Dad took Grandpa to the hospital. Two weeks later I stood alone on the 

lonely prairie of the reservation and put the sacred sage in my medicine bag. 

“The Medicine Bag” from Grandpa was a Cowboy and an Indian, published by University of 
Nebraska Press, Lincoln, NE. Copyright ©2000 by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve. 

Notes 
  All  Definitions  Footnotes 

1. groups of Native American tribes in North America 

2. a soft leather shoe 

3. Commotion (noun) : a state of confused and noisy disturbance 

4. Procession (noun) : people moving forward in an orderly fashion, like a parade 

5. Formal (adjective) : doing something seriously according to established rules 

6. Fatigue (noun) : extreme tiredness 

7. Frail (adjective) : weak or fragile 

8. Descendant (noun) : someone who is related to a person who lived in the past 

9. Sheepish (adjective) : showing embarrassment from shame or lack of confidence 

10. Burden (noun) : a difficult responsibility 



11. in the traditional religion of the Sioux tribes, this is the spiritual force that connects and 
exists in all things 

12. Purify (verb) : to clean or make pure 

13. an isolated hill 

14. Sacred (adjective) : highly valued or important, particularly because of a connection to 
a god or religion 

 
1. 
RL.2 
PART A: Which statement expresses the main theme of the short story? 

 
A.One’s culture and the traditions associated with it are something to be proud of, not 
ashamed. 
B.Younger generations tend to not have the same respect for traditions that the older 
generation do. 
C.People can often be cruel or unkind towards people and practices that they don't 
understand. 
D.Physical objects can help people feel connected to their loved ones, even once they 
are gone. 

 
2. 
RL.1 
PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? 

A.“Our friends would have laughed at the picture, because Grandpa wasn't tall and 
stately like TV Indians.” ( Paragraph 3) 
 
B.“To Grandpa and the Sioux, he once told me, a thing would be done when it was the 
right time to do it and that's the way it was. / ‘Also,’ Grandpa went on, looking at me, ‘I 
have come because it is soon time for Martin to have the medicine bag.’” ( Paragraphs 
39-40) 
 
C.“‘I gave him the bag, for I believed it would protect him in battle, but he did not take it 
with him. He was afraid that he would lose it. He died in a faraway place.’” ( Paragraph 
72) 
 
D.“‘Thank you, Grandpa,’ I said softly, and left with the bag in my hands. / That night 
Mom and Dad took Grandpa to the hospital. Two weeks later I stood alone on the lonely 
prairie of the reservation and put the sacred sage in my medicine bag.” ( Paragraphs 
82-83) 

 
3. 



RL.3 
PART A: How does hearing his grandpa's story about the medicine bag affect Martin? 

 
A.It causes him to believe his grandpa about the medicine bag’s protective powers. 
B.It makes him fearful of what might happen if he refuses to wear the medicine bag. 
C.It helps him understand the significance of the medicine bag and be more accepting of 
wearing it. 
D.It causes him to be skeptical about whether or not the medicine bag can truly protect 
him. 

 
4. 
RL.1 
PART B: Which quote from the text best supports the answer to Part A? 

 
A.“‘He was afraid that he would lose it. He died in a faraway place.’” ( Paragraph 72) 
B.“Again Grandpa was still and I felt his grief around me.” ( Paragraph 73) 
C.“I closed my eyes and waited for him to slip it over my head.” ( Paragraph 78) 
D.“‘It would not be right to wear it in this time and place, where no one will understand.’” ( 
Paragraph 79) 

 
5. 
RL.6 
PART A: In the passage, how do Martin and Cheryl's points of view towards their grandpa 
compare? 

 
A.Martin and Cheryl are both embarrassed by how their grandpa presents himself. 
B.Martin and Cheryl are both proud of their grandpa and his culture. 
C.Martin is proud of his grandpa, while Cheryl is embarrassed by how he dresses. 
D.Martin is initially embarrassed by his grandpa, while Cheryl is unbothered. 
 
 

6. 
RL.1 
PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A? 

 
A.“My kid sister Cheryl and I always bragged about our Sioux grandpa, Joe Iron Shell.” ( 
Paragraph 1) 
B.“Not that we were ashamed of him, but because we knew that the glamorous tales we 
told didn't go with the real thing.” ( Paragraph 3) 
C.“As we supported him up the steps, the door banged open and Cheryl came bursting 
out of the house. She was all smiles and was so obviously glad to see Grandpa that I 
was ashamed of how I felt.” ( Paragraph 17) 



D.“But it had been brushed and the feather in the beaded headband was proudly erect, 
its tip a brighter white. His hair lay in silver strands over the red shirt collar.” ( Paragraph 
49) 
 

 

Figurative Language Through Song Lyrics 
 

Lesson 9: Simile 
 

The purpose of similes, like all figurative language, is to help the reader or hearer to truly 
feel what the writer is trying to convey. We use our senses to do that, so figurative language 
usually involves the use of senses.  

John Denver wrote this song for his first wife, Annie, and it went to Number 1 on the 
charts in 1974. You probably not be familiar with his work, but he was killed in a plane crash in 
1997 when the small plane he was piloting crashed into Monterey Bay off the coast of 
California. 

.  
From Annie’s Song by John Denver  
 
You fill up my senses 
like a night in the forest, 
 

What is a night in the forest like? What senses would be engaged? 

 
like the mountains in springtime, 
 

What is the difference between the mountains in spring versus winter? How is this an 
appropriate image for love? 

 
like a walk in the rain, 
 

When is it fun to walk in the rain? What kind of rain works for this? How can a person 
make you feel like this? 

 
like a storm in the desert, 
 



What happens when it rains in the desert? What image of Annie is Denver trying to 
convey with this simile? 

 
 
 
 
 
like a sleepy blue ocean. 
 

Why a “sleepy” ocean? Why not a stormy ocean? Is the ocean always blue? So, why 
does he say she fills him up like a blue ocean? Why not green or gray? 

 
You fill up my senses, come fill me again. 
 

How does this line change for you when I tell you that John and Annie eventually 
divorced? 

 

Lesson 10: Metaphor (2 DAYS) 
 
A metaphor is a comparison of two things without using “like,”“as,”“than,”or a verb such 
as“resembles”— saying that something actually IS something else, not that it is just like it in 
some way). 
 
The purpose of metaphors, like all figurative language, is to help the reader or hearer to truly 
feel what the writer is trying to convey. 
 
Read The Dance. 
 
“The dance” is being compared to something in this song, what is it being compared to? 
 

 

 
 
How is life a dance? Is it like a single dance or can it also be compared to a dance in the larger 
sense like a prom or homecoming event?  
 

 

 



Fill out the “life is” metaphor. List three ways this metaphor is true. 
Fill out the “I am a ______” metaphor, and then explain how it is true. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Dance by Garth Brooks 

 
Looking back on the memory of 
the dance we shared ‘neath the stars above... 
 

Do you see how this is a literal dance? 

 
For a moment, all the world was right. How could I have known 
that you’d ever say goodbye? 

 
And now, I’m glad I didn’t know the way it all would end, 
the way it all would go. 
Our lives are better left to chance. I could have missed the pain, 
but I’d have had to miss the dance. 
 

Here’s the figurative dance. Think of this broadly. What would he miss? How is it a 
dance? 

 
Holding you, I held everything. 
For a moment, wasn’t I a king? 
 

What type of figurative language is he using here? 

 
But if I’d only known how the king would fall... Hey, who’s to say? 
You know I might have changed it all. 
And now I’m glad I didn’t know 
the way it all would end, the way it all would go. 

 
Our lives are better left to chance. 
I could have missed the pain, 
but I’d have had to miss the dance. Yes, my life – it’s better left to chance. I could have missed 
the pain,  



but I’d have had to miss the dance. 
 

What is the message here? 

 
 

  



I Am a Rock by Simon & Garfunkel 
 

A winter’s day 
in a deep and dark December; 
I am alone, 
gazing from my window to the streets below on a freshly fallen silent shroud of snow. 
I am a rock. 
I am an island. 
 

The use of words such as the words that are underlined creates the mood or feeling of 
a piece. What is a shroud? What is the mood of this song so far? 

 
I’ve built walls, 
a fortress deep and mighty, 
that none may penetrate. 
I have no need of friendship; friendship causes pain. 
It’s laughter and it’s loving I disdain. I am a rock. 
I am an island. 
 

Why does he build walls? 
What is he afraid of?  
How is he a rock?  
How is he an island? 

 
Don’t talk of love. 
Well, I’ve heard the word before. 
It’s sleeping in my memory. 
I won’t disturb the slumber 
of feelings that have died. 
If I never loved I never would have cried. I am a rock, 
I am an island. 
 

Ah! A hint of some past pain. What do you think it was? A girl? Not winning the lottery? 
English class? Do you have pain sleeping in your memory? What wakes it up? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



I have my books 
and my poetry to protect me; 
I am shielded in my armor, 
hiding in my room, safe within my womb. I touch no one and no one touches me. 
I am a rock. 
I am an island. 
 

More metaphor here: his books and poetry are shields and armor. How so? 
 

 
And a rock feels no pain. And an island never cries. 
 

What is the effect or purpose of this last couplet? Shakespeare often ends important 
scenes with couplets, so pay attention to them because they’re often a signal of a key 
idea. 

 

The entire song is a metaphor. The man is a rock; he is an island. He starts the song 
saying he is; how does he prove it? What kind of picture do you get from him saying 
that, as opposed to him saying, “I’m kind of a loner?” 

 

Lesson 11: Imagery 
 

Look up the definition of imagery in a glossary or dictionary. 
 

IMAGERY 
Characteristics (How can you tell that’s what it is?) 
Non-examples (give 2) 
 
List the five main senses. 
 

 

 
As you read Summer Breeze, look for language that appeals to the senses. 

 
Analyze which senses are used most often. Why do you think that is? 

 
Imagery is one way authors convey tone. Tone is the author’s attitude towards the subject or 
story.  



In this song, what is the author’s attitude towards his home? 
 

 

 
 What specific words tell you this?  
 

 

 
If the songwriters wanted to change the tone of this to very happy-go-lucky, what are some 
words they could substitute in? 
 

 

 
 

Summer Breeze by Seals & Croft 
 

See the curtains hanging in the window 
in the evening on a Friday night. 
A little light a-shining through the window lets me know everything’s alright. 

 
Summer breeze makes me feel fine blowing through the jasmine in my mind. Summer breeze 
makes me feel fine blowing through the jasmine in my mind. 

 
See the paper lying on the sidewalk, 
a little music from the house next door. So I walk on up to the doorstep, through the screen and 
across the floor. 

 
Summer breeze makes me feel fine blowing through the jasmine in my mind. Summer breeze 
makes me feel fine blowing through the jasmine in my mind. 

 
Sweet days of summer, the jasmine’s in bloom. July is dressed up and playing her tune. 
When I come home from a hard day’s work, 
and you’re waiting there, not a care in the world. 

 
See the smile a-waiting in the kitchen, food cooking and the plates for two. Feel the arms that 
reach out to hold me in the evening when the day is through. 

 
Summer breeze makes me feel fine blowing through the jasmine in my mind. Summer breeze 
makes me feel fine blowing through the jasmine in my mind. 
 



Lesson 12: Narrative voice 
An explanation of narrative voice 

 
The point of view of a story is the relationship between the narrator and the story, including the 
characters in it. You are required to know four types of point of view. 

 
A. First Person Narrative: the main character tells his own story. The narrator refers to himself 
by using the pronoun “I.” 
B. Third Person Omniscient: The narrator is all-seeing, all-knowing. All thoughts are revealed. 
The author enters the characters’ minds as an observer of the inner man. The story is told in the 
third person (he/she/it/they). 
C. Third Person Limited Omniscient: The story is told in the third person, but as seen through 
the eyes of one character only. The author only enters the mind of one character, not all of 
them. This is the most common form of point of view. 
D. Third Person Objective: The story is told in the third person and the thoughts of the 
characters are not revealed. The objective viewpoint is often called the “door keyhole technique” 
because it’s like looking at the story playing out in front of you as if you were looking through the 
keyhole of a door. The characters reveal themselves through what they say about themselves 
and others and through their actions. 

 
Playing with narrative point of view 

 
Using “An Explanation of Narrative Voice” as a reference, answer the questions.  
 
1. If you are a narrator and you want to be in your story, which is the right narrative point of view 
for you? 

 
2. If you really like reading minds, which is the best narrative point of view for you? 
 
3. If you are the narrator, and you are in the story and then you shift to being outside the story 
and able to look into the mind of only one character, to which narrative point of view did you 
switch? 

 
4. The narrator of a story is unreliable because she can’t read the minds of any of the 
characters and keeps misunderstanding their motives. Which point of view should she switch to 
in order to be able to read the minds of all of the characters? 

 
5. If a narrator is clearly biased in favor of the point of view of one particular character, which 
point of view is the narrator most likely using? 
 
 
 



Major Tom by Peter Schilling 
 
Standing there alone, the ship is waiting.  
All systems are go. “Are you sure?” 
 
Control is not convinced, 
but the computer has the evidence, No need to abort. 
 

What could be more suspenseful than a spaceship about to launch when mission 
control thinks there may be a problem? 

 
The countdown starts. Watching in a trance, 
the crew is certain. Nothing left to chance, 
all is working. Trying to relax, up in the capsule,  
“Send me up a drink,” jokes Major Tom. 
The count goes on. 
 
4 3 2 1 
 

Countdowns are a great way to create suspense. Sometimes an author 
will use time (especially a specific time such as “10:22 a.m.”) to create suspense. 

 
Earth below us drifting, falling, floating weightless calling, calling home... 

 
Second stage is cut.  
We’re now in orbit.  
Stabilizers up, 
running perfect. 
Starting to collect requested data  
“What will it affect when all is done?”  
thinks Major Tom. 
 

Nothing is ever perfect. Using the word “perfect” here creates suspense because the 
audience knows it almost tempts fate to say that. 

 
Back at ground control, there is a problem. 
“Go to rockets full.” 
Not responding. 
“Hello, Major Tom, are you receiving?”  
Turn the thrusters on. We’re standing by.”  



There’s no reply.  
 

Disaster begins. In the German version, the word used is “panic” (panisch) instead of 
problem. Which one is stronger? Would you agree that silence can be the most 
terrifying sound of all? 

 
Across the stratosphere  
a final message...  
“Give my wife my love.”  
Then nothing more. 
 

Again, the silence. 

 
Far beneath the ship, 
the world is mourning. 
They don’t realize he’s alive. 
No one understands, but Major Tom sees. “Now the life commands. 
This is my home. I’m coming home.” 

 

Lesson 13: Conflict (4 DAYS) 
 

Emphasize the difference between internal and external conflict. Make sure that students 
understand that every story has a conflict and that identifying the conflict will help them find the 
theme. 

 
Identify at least two conflicts in the song Fast Car and what types of conflict are they? 
 

 

 
Read Someday and identify conflicts. Compare them to the conflicts in Fast Car. 
 

 

 
Read Don’t You Want Me? and identify the conflict in this song. 
 

 

 
 



What are the differences between the conflicts in the songs. 
 

 

 
Read Breaking us in Two by Joe Jackson, comparing the conflict in it with Higher Love by Steve 
Winwood. 
 

 

 
Annotate songs in terms of conflict, using chart. 

 
Identify the internal and external conflicts in Please Come to Boston. 

 
Fast Car by Tracy Chapman 

 
You got a fast car. 
I want a ticket to anywhere. 
Maybe we make a deal. 
Maybe together we can get somewhere. 
 

What’s the conflict here? She wants to go “anywhere.” What does that say about where 
she is? 

 
Any place is better. 
Starting from zero got nothing to lose. Maybe we’ll make something. 
But me myself I got nothing to prove. 

 
You got a fast car. 
I got a plan to get us out of here. 
I’ve been working at the convenience store. Managed to save just a little bit of money. Won’t 
have to drive too far — 
just ‘cross the border and into the city. 
You and I can both get jobs, 
and fin’lly see what it means to be living. 
 

If she’s not living now, how does she feel? What type of conflict is that? 

 
See, my old man’s got a problem. 
He lives with the bottle, that’s the way it is. 
 



New conflict. What is it? 

 
He says his body’s too old for working. 
His body’s too young to look like his. 
My mama went off and left him. 
She wanted more from life than he could give.  
I said, “Somebody’s got to take care of him.”  
So I quit school, and that’s what I did. 
 

Here’s an instance of one conflict leading to another. Her dad’s alcoholism is what type 
of conflict? (Hint: It can be more than one.) What are the types of conflict going on here 
with her mother? Then what did that conflict lead to? 

 
You got a fast car. 
Is it fast enough so we can fly away? 
We gotta make a decision. 
We leave tonight or live and die this way. 
 

Key idea: A decision is always required when there’s a conflict. 

 
‘Cause I remember when we were driving, driving in your car, speed so fast I felt like I was 
drunk. 
City lights lay out before us — 
and your arm felt nice wrapped round my shoulder. 

 
And I had a feeling that I belonged. 
And I had a feeling I could be someone, be someone, be someone. 
 

Was she? If she wasn’t really drunk, what do we call it when she says she feels “like” 
she was? 

 
You got a fast car. 
We go cruising to entertain ourselves. 
You still ain’t got a job, 
and I work in the market as a checkout girl. I know things will get better - 
You’ll find work and I’ll get promoted. 
We’ll move out of the shelter, 
buy a big house and live in the suburbs. 
 



How has her situation changed? What conflicts does she have now that she didn’t have 
before? 

 
‘Cause I remember when we were driving, driving in your car, speed so fast I felt like I was 
drunk. 
City lights lay out before us — 
and your arm felt nice wrapped round my shoulder. 
And I had a feeling that I belonged. 
And I had a feeling I could be someone, be someone, be someone. 

 
You got a fast car. 
I got a job that pays all our bills. 
You stay out drinking late at the bar, 
see more of your friends than you do of your kids. I’d always hoped for better 
thought maybe together you and me’d find it. 
I got no plans; I ain’t going nowhere, 
so take your fast car and keep on driving. 
 

What good is a fast car that isn’t going anywhere? 
Compare and contrast this conflict to the one with her father. Is this one harder? 
Easier? More damaging? Less? 

 
‘Cause I remember when we were driving, driving in your car,  
speed so fast I felt like I was drunk. 
City lights lay out before us — 
and your arm felt nice wrapped round my shoulder. 
And I had a feeling that I belonged. 
And I had a feeling I could be someone, be someone, be someone. 

 
You got a fast car. 
But is it fast enough so you can fly away? 
 

In the first lines of the song, she asks, “Is it fast enough so we can fly away?” Why is it 
you instead of we here? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



You gotta make a decision: 
you leave tonight or live and die this way. 
 

The repetition of the image of the fast car in the song is what we call a “motif.” It 
repeats itself over and over, changing purposes through the song. We saw this to 
some extent in The Dance. What is the role of the car here? How does it change 
through the song? How does she see the car at first? How does that change by the end 
of the song? 

 
Someday by Steve Earle 

 
There ain’t a lot that you can do in this town. 
You drive down to the lake, and then you turn back around. 
You go to school, and you learn to read and write, 
so you can walk into the county bank and sign away your life. 
 

What’s the conflict here? Is it internal, external or both? 
What does he mean by the line “so you can walk into the county bank and sign away 
your life?” 

 
Now I work at the fillin’ station on the Interstate. 
I’m pumpin’ gasoline and countin’ out-of-state plates. 
They ask me, “How far into Memphis, son,” and, “Where’s the nearest beer?”  
And they don’t even know that there’s a town around here. 

 

What is ironic about his working at a gas station on the highway? 

 
Someday I’m finally gonna let go, 
‘cause I know there’s a better way. 
And I wanna know what’s over that rainbow.  
I’m gonna get out of here someday. 
 

Allusion: Over the rainbow to the pot of gold. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Now my brother went to college ‘cause he played football.  
But I’m still hangin’ round ‘cause I’m a little bit small. 
But I got me a ‘67 Chevy, she’s low and sleek and black.  
Someday I’ll put her on that interstate and never look back. 
 

His brother uses talent to leave; he is going to use transportation. 

 
Someday I’m finally gonna let go, 
‘cause I know there’s a better way. 
And I wanna know what’s over that rainbow.  
I’m gonna get out of here someday. 
 

Do you think he is going to do it? Is “gonna” a promise kind of word? 

 
Don’t You Want Me? by The Human League 

 
You were working as a waitress in a cocktail bar 
when I met you. 
I picked you out, I shook you up, and turned you around -  
turned you into someone new. 
Now, five years later on you’ve got the world at your feet.  
Success has been so easy for you. 
But don’t forget it’s me who put you where you are now,  
and I can put you back down, too. 

 
(Chorus) 
Don’t, don’t you want me? 
You know I can’t believe it when I hear that you won’t see me.  
Don’t, don’t you want me? 
You know I don’t believe you when you say that you don’t need me.  
It’s much too late to find 
you think you’ve changed your mind. 
You’d better change it back, or we will both be sorry. 

 
Don’t you want me baby? Don’t you want me? Oh  
Don’t you want me baby? Don’t you want me? Oh 

 
I was working as a waitress in a cocktail bar, 
that much is true. 
But even then I knew I’d find a much better place,  
either with or without you. 



The five years we have had have been such good times.  
I still love you. 
But now I think it’s time I lived my life on my own. 
I guess it’s just what I must do. 

 
(Chorus) 

 
Don’t you want me baby? Don’t you want me? Oh  
Don’t you want me baby? Don’t you want me? Oh 
 

After Fast Car, the conflict here should be easy to identify. How do the two people in 
the song see the conflict differently? Is it common to see both sides of a conflict in a 
song? Is the male narrator in love and desperate, or is he threatening her? How far 
apart are those things? 

 
Breaking Us in Two by Joe Jackson 

 
Don’t you feel like trying something new? 
Don’t you feel like breaking out or breaking us in two?  
You don’t do the things that I do. 
You want to do the things I can’t do — 
always something breaking us in two. 

 
You and I could never live alone, 
but don’t you feel like breaking out  
just one day on your own? 
Why does what I’m saying hurt you? 
I didn’t say that we were through —  
always something breaking us in two. 

 
They say two hearts should beat as one for us. 
We’ll fight it out to see it through. 
I say that won’t be too much fun for us ... 
though it’s oh so nice to get advice, it’s oh so hard to do. 

 
Could we be much closer if we tried? 
We could stay at home and stare into each other’s eyes.  
Maybe we could last an hour. 
Maybe then we’d see right through — 
always something breaking us in two. 
  



Higher Love by Steve Winwood 
 

Think about it: there must be higher love  
down in the heart or hidden in the stars above.  
Without it, life is wasted time. 
Look inside your heart, I’ll look inside mine.  
Things look so bad everywhere. 
In this whole world, what is fair? 
We walk blind, and we try to see. 
Falling behind in what could be. 

 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Where’s that higher love I keep thinking of? 
 

Is it internal or external conflict going on here? What is it that he wants? What is he 
really seek- ing? 

 
Worlds are turning, and we’re just hanging on,  
facing our fear and standing out there alone.  
A yearning, and it’s real to me. 
There must be someone who’s feeling for me. 
 

Is that true? Is there someone for everyone? Is there just one person? 

 
Things look so bad everywhere.  
In this whole world, what is fair?  
We walk blind and we try to see.  
Falling behind in what could be. 

 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Where’s that higher love I keep thinking of? 

 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring be a higher love 
I could rise above on a higher love. 
 



He thinks he would be able to rise above his yearning if he had this “higher love.” Do 
you agree? 

 
I will wait for it. 
I’m not too late for it. 
Until then, I’ll sing my song  
to cheer the night along. 
 Bring it... oh bring it... 
 

Remember that conflict involves decision. What is his decision here? 

 
I could light the night up with my soul on fire.  
I could make the sun shine from pure desire.  
Let me feel that love come over me. 
Let me feel how strong it could be. 

 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Bring me a higher love 
Where’s that higher love I keep thinking of? 
 
  



 

Song Internal  
(man vs. self) 

External  
(which type[s]?) 

Decision 

Fast Car 
 
 
 

   

Someday 
 
 
 

   

Don’t You Want Me? 
 
 
 

   

Higher Love 
 
 
 

   

  



Please Come to Boston by Dave Loggins 
 

“Please come to Boston for the springtime. 
I’m staying here with some friends 
and they’ve got lots of room. 
You can sell your paintings on the sidewalk 
by a café where I hope to be working soon. 
Please come to Boston.” 

 
She said, “No, boy you come home to me.” 

 
She said, “Hey, ramblin’ boy, why don’t you 
settle down?  
Boston ain’t your kinda town. 
There ain’t no gold, and there ain’t nobody 
like me.  
I’m the number one fan of the man from 
Tennessee.” 

 
“Please come to Denver to see the snowfall. 
We’ll move up into the mountains so far that 
we can’t be found. 
Throw ‘I love you’ echoes down the canyon, 
and then lie awake at night ‘til they come 
back around. Please come to Denver.” 

 
She said, “No, boy you come home to me.” 

She said, “Hey, ramblin’ boy, why don’t you 
settle down? Denver ain’t your kinda town. 
There ain’t no gold, and there ain’t nobody 
like me. I’m the number one fan of the man 
from Tennessee.” 

 
Now this drifter’s world goes ‘round and 
‘round, and I doubt if it’s ever gonna stop. 
And of all the dreams I’ve lost and found, 
and all that I ain’t got, 
I need someone to cling to, somebody I can 
sing to. 

 
“Please come to L.A. to live forever. 
A California life alone is just too hard to live. 
We’ll live in a house that looks out over the 
ocean, and there’s some stars that fell from 
the sky livin’ up on a hill 
Please come to L.A.” 

 
She said, “No, boy you come home to me.” 

 
She said, “Hey, ramblin’ boy, why don’t you 
settle down? L.A. ain’t your kinda town. 
There ain’t no gold, and there ain’t nobody 
like me.  
I’m the number one fan of the man from 
Tennessee.  
I’m the number one fan of the man from 
Tennessee.” 
 

 
 

What is the conflict in Please Come to Boston? 

 

 
 



Lesson 14: Setting (3 DAYS) 
 

Setting is the world in which the story exists. It is the place, the time, the culture, and the 
environment in which a story occurs. 

 
Some authors describe the setting with a lot of detail, and others let the reader find out about 
the setting in bits and pieces. 

 
Frequently in music there is a setting for the song. You are going to read a song about a place, 
and look for things in the song that are specific to the setting. 

 
Read Walking in Memphis by Marc Cohn. 
 
Walking in Memphis by Marc Cohn 

 
Put on my blue suede shoes, and I boarded the plane.  
Touched down in the land of the Delta Blues 
In the middle of the pouring rain 
 

Blue Suede Shoes - Rockabilly and Elvis reference 
Delta Blues - Founded in the Mississippi Delta then migrated north to Memphis 

 
W.C. Handy, won’t you look down over me? 
Yeah, I got a first class ticket, but I’m as blue as a boy can be. 
 

W.C. Handy - Father of Blues music 
 
Then I’m walking in Memphis, 
just walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale.  
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel? 
 

Beale Street - Home of the Blues, the birthplace of Rock and Roll 
 
Saw the ghost of Elvis on Union Avenue.  
Followed him up to the gates of Graceland,  
then I watched him walk right through.  
Now security they did not see him. 
They just hovered ‘round his tomb. 
But there’s a pretty little thing waiting for the King down in the Jungle Room. 
 



Elvis - heavily associated with Memphis 
Union Avenue - One of the main streets in Memphis 
Graceland - Mansion that Elvis built and lived in located in Memphis 
Jungle Room - Famous room in the basement of Graceland 

 
Then I’m walking in Memphis, 
just walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale.  
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel? 

 
They’ve got catfish on the table, they’ve got gospel in the air 
and Reverend Green be glad to see you when you haven’t got a prayer.  
But, boy, you’ve got a prayer in Memphis. 
 

Now he references African- American cultural influences in Memphis, including soul 
food and the church and its music. Listen for the shift to the more churchy sound of 
the music. 

 
Now Muriel plays piano every Friday at the Hollywood. 
And they brought me down to see her 
and they asked me if I would do a little number. 
And I sang with all my might, and she said, “Tell me are you a Christian, child?” And I said, 
“Ma’am, I am tonight.” 

 
Then I’m walking in Memphis, 
just walking with my feet ten feet off of Beale.  
Walking in Memphis, but do I really feel the way I feel? (repeat) 

 
Put on my blue suede shoes, and I boarded the plane... Touched down in the land of the Delta 
Blues 
in the middle of the pouring rain... 
Touched down in the land of the Delta Blues 
in the middle of the pouring rain...   

  

He feels as if he’s 10 feet off the ground when he’s in Memphis, yet the tone is 
somewhat melancholy. How can you be both glad to be someplace and also sad? 

 
 
Is this is what everyone who lived in Memphis would emphasize (blues, music, etc.)? 
 

 



 The same setting can be seen in different ways by different people. 
 

Read I Love L.A. by Randy Newman and then read Lullaby by Shawn Mullins.  
 
I Love L.A. by Randy Newman 

 
Hate New York City. 
It’s cold and it’s damp, 
and all the people dressed like monkeys.  
Let’s leave Chicago to the Eskimos. 
That town’s a little bit too rugged 
For you and me, you bad girl... 

 
Rollin’ down the Imperial Highway, 
with a big nasty redhead at my side, 
Santa Ana wind blowin’ hot from the north,  
and we was born to ride. 

 
Roll down the window, put down the top, 
crank up the Beach Boys, baby, 
don’t let the music stop. 
We’re gonna ride it till we just can’t ride it no more. 

 
From the South Bay to the Valley,  
from the West Side to the East Side,  
everybody’s very happy, 
‘Cause the sun is shining all the time.  
Looks like another perfect day. 
I love L.A. (We love it)  
I love L.A. (We love it) 

 
Look at that mountain! 
Look at those trees! 
Look at that bum over there, man, he’s down on his knees.  
Look at these women! 
There ain’t nothin’ like ‘em nowhere. 
 
Century Boulevard! (We love it) Victory Boulevard! (We love it) 
Santa Monica Boulevard! (We love it) Sixth Street! (We love it, we love it)  
We love L.A. (We Love It) I Love L.A. (We Love It) I Love L.A. (We Love It) 
  



Lullaby by Shawn Mullins 
 

She grew up with the children of the stars in the Hollywood Hills and the Boulevard. Her parents 
threw big parties, everyone was there. 
They hung out with folks like Dennis Hopper, and Bob Seeger, and Sonny and Cher. 

 
Now, she feels safe in this bar on Fairfax, and from the stage I can tell  
that she can’t let go and she can’t relax. 
And just before she hangs her head to cry, 
I sing to her a lullaby. 

 
I sing... 

 
“Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye.  
Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye.” 

 
She still lives with her mom outside the city, down that street about a half a mile.  
And all her friends tell her she’s so pretty, 
but she’d be a whole lot prettier if she smiled once in a while. 
`Cause even her smile looks like a frown. 
Yeah, she’s seen her share of devils in this angel town. 

 
Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye  
everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye 

 
I told her, “I ain’t so sure about this place. 
It’s hard to play a gig in this town and keep a straight face.  
Seems like everyone here’s got a plan. 
It’s kind of like Nashville with a tan, but, 

 
Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye.  
Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye. 

 
Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye.  
Everything’s gonna be all right, rock-a-bye, rock-a-bye.” 
 
What are the different ways they see the same place.  
 

 

 
 
 



What details do they use to support their views of the same town? 
 

 

 
Write a description of our town or school that is positive (in the vein of I Love L.A.) and then one 
that is negative like Lullaby. 
 

 

 

 
 
 



Spanish 
April 20th - May 15th  

 

  Monday April 
20  

Tuesday 
April 21 

Wednesday 
April 22 

Thursday,  
April 23 

Friday,  
April 24 

Indigenous 
Cultures: 
The Incas 
and The 
Aztecs 

The Incas:  
 Read the first 

section and 
complete the 

activity on using 
illustrations. 

The Incas: 
Complete the 
compare and 

contrast activity. 

The Incas:  
Read about quipus 

and answer the next 
set of questions. 

The Incas:  
Complete the Match 
the Terms activity.  

The Aztecs:  
Read and answer 

the questions of the 
first 2 pages. 

  

  Monday,  
April 27 

Tuesday,  
April 28 

Wednesday, 
April 29 

Thursday,  
April 30 

Friday,  
May 1 

Indigenous 
Cultures: 
The Aztecs 
and The 
Mayas 

The Aztecs:  
Read and 

answer the 
questions about 
when everything 

changed. 

The Aztecs:  
Answer questions 
about the Aztec 

poem. 

The Aztecs:  
Complete the activity 

on Matching the 
Terms. 

 The Mayas: 
Read and answer 
the questions. 

 The Mayas: 
Complete the 
activity on 
Communicating with 
Hieroglyphs. 
  

  

  Monday,  
May 4 

Tuesday,  
May 5 

Wednesday, 
May 6 

Thursday,  
May 7 

Friday,  
May 8 

Indigenous 
Cultures: 
The Mayas 
and Other 
Cultures 

  The Mayas: 
Complete the 
activity on writing 
numbers from 
Mayan symbols. 
  

       The Mayas: 
Complete the activity 
on Matching the 
Terms. 

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Read and answer 
the questions about 
the Mixtecs.   

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Read and answer 
the questions about 
the Toltecs.   

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Complete the 
activity on choosing 
A,B,C, or D. 

 
 

  Monday,  
May 11 

Tuesday,  
May 12 

Wednesday, 
May 13 

Thursday,  
May 14 

Friday, 
May 15 

Indigenous 
Cultures: 
Other 
Cultures 

 Other 
Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Read and answer 
the questions 
about the 
Aymara.   

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Read and answer the 
questions about 
Easter Island.  

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Read and answer 
the questions about 
the Mapuche.   

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Read and answer 
the questions about 
the Guarani.   

 Other Inditgenous  
        Cultures: 
Complete the 
activity on choosing 
A,B,C, or D. 

 



5 Full Class Lessons That Any Sub Can Do!  

Spanish
 Sub Plans

Indigenous
Cultures



The Incans

Every culture has different ideas about how humans came to be, and the Inca are no different.  Since the 
Inca had no written language, anthropologists have had to piece together the beliefs of the Inca through 
the images found on their buildings and pottery.  They have also learned from speaking with the Quechua 
people, modern day descendants of the Inca.  Read the creation myth at left and illustrate it in the boxes at 
right.   

Out of lake Collasuyu (today called Lake Titicaca) 
arose the god Con Tiqui Viracocha.  He brought with 

him the first humans.  He created the sun (called 

Inti), the moon, and the stars to light the world.  He 

made more human beings from rocks.  He sent 

these people off into every corner of the world, 
keeping one male and one female with him in Cusco 

(the Inca capital city located in Peru). 

 

Eventually, the people forgot what Con Tiqui 

Voracocha had done for them and they rebelled.  He 
punished them by stopping the rain.  The people 

drew what little water they could from the drying 

riverbeds, but it was hard. 

 

Then a new god, Pachacamac, came and drove Con 
out, changing his people into monkeys.  

Pachacamac then took earth and made the 

ancestors of human beings.     



The Incans

The Incan Empire once covered areas of Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, 
Argentina, and Chile.  They lived mainly in the mountains of the Andes 
(shaded).

All four corners of their empire were connected with a road system.  All 
together, there were more than 18,000 miles of road.  Since the Inca never 
used or discovered the wheel, the road system was used exclusively by 
people and animals.  Goods were transported on the backs of llama, 
guanaco, alpaca, and vicuña. 

The road system also served as a way to pass messages from one town to 
the next.  Messengers, called chasquis were stationed at various points 
along the road.  Since there was no form of writing, the chasqui would 
have to memorize the message told to him.  Chasquis awaited messages in 
a place called a tambo.  Once they received a message, they would dash 
from one tambo to the next.  They would tell their message to the next 
chasqui who would then carry it to the next tambo – kind of like a relay 
race!  Using this system, messages were able to travel up to 150	  miles in a 
day.

Compare and contrast our modern day messaging systems to that of the Inca.  How are they alike?  How 

are they different?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of Incan system compared to ours?   



The Incans

Although the Inca had no form of writing, they did keep track of historical and 
accounting data on something called a quipu.  A quipu was a series of colored cords or 
strings that would be knotted in different ways to keep track of things like taxes owed, 
population, important dates, and more.

A quipu could be made up of a few cords, or a couple thousand depending on the 
information being communicated.  In addition  to the oral messages, chasquis also 
transported the quipus as part of the messaging system.

Some Inca were trained to be Quipucamayocs, people who could read and record 
information on quipus.  

Directions:  At left you will see an example of how the Inca used 
quipus to record numerical information.  Look at the example and 
see if you can figure it out.  Then, draw quipus that show the 
requested information in the boxes provided.

# of students in 
your class

year you were 
born

# of students in 
your school

current year miles of Incan 
roads

miles a message 
traveled in a day



The Incans

Anthropologists have also been able to learn a lot about the Inca by the way they 
looked and dressed.  When the Spanish first encountered the Inca they referred to 
them as “orejones”, or “big ears”.  This is because they would stretch their earlobes 
with metal plugs or weights, sometimes to the point that they would reach their 
shoulders.  

The Inca also practiced skull elongation.  They would wrap infants heads tightly with cloth 
which would cause them to grow outward.  

Fortunately for anthropologists, the Quechua people 
(modern day descendants of the Inca) have carried on 
many of the traditions of dress of their ancestors.  The 
patterns and designs of the clothing can indicate which 
village a person is from.  The clothing also differs from 
other indigenous groups in that it is a bit heavier due to 
the colder climate in the higher elevations of the Andes 
mountains where the Inca lived.

What forms of body deformation to people practice today?  Why? 

What will how we dress tell anthropologists in the future?  What do we seek to communicate about 

ourselves based on the clothes we choose?  What do you communicate about yourself with your clothing 

and accessories? 



The Incans

Directions:  Match each term at left with its description at right.

_____1. earth  
 

_____2.  Quipucamayocs 

 

_____3.  Chasquis 

 
_____4.  Pachacamac 

 

_____5.  Quechua 

 

_____6.  Lake Titicaca 
 

_____7.  Quipu 

 

_____8.  Orejones 

 
_____9. Guanaco, alpaca, vicuña, llama 

 

_____10. stone 

 
_____11.  Tambo 

 

_____12.  Cusco 

A) The material Con used to create human beings 
 

B)  Types of animals used to carry goods 

 

C)  The capital of the Incan Empire 

 
D)  The place where the chasquis received messages 

 

E)  The nickname given to the Inca by the Spanish 

 

F)  The god that drive out Con and turned his people to 
 monkeys 

 

G)  People specially trained to read and create quipus 

 

H)  The material Pachacamac used to create human beings 
 

I)  Modern day descendants of the Inca 

 

J)  The Peruvian lake from which the god Con emerged  
 

K)  Messengers stationed along the Incan road system 

 

L)  A series of knotted cords used to keep track of and pass 

 along information 



The Incans

Directions:  Match each term at left with its description at right.

H  1. earth  
 

G  2.  Quipucamayocs 

 

K  3.  Chasquis 

 
F  4.  Pachacamac 

 

I  5.  Quechua 

 

J  6.  Lake Titicaca 
 

L  7.  Quipu 

 

E  8.  Orejones 

 
B  9. Guanaco, alpaca, vicuña, llama 

 

A  10. stone 

 
D  11.  Tambo 

 

C  12.  Cusco 

A) The material Con used to create human beings 
 

B)  Types of animals used to carry goods 

 

C)  The capital of the Incan Empire 

 
D)  The place where the chasquis received messages 

 

E)  The nickname given to the Inca by the Spanish 

 

F)  The god that drive out Con and turned his people to 
 monkeys 

 

G)  People specially trained to read and create quipus 

 

H)  The material Pachacamac used to create human beings 
 

I)  Modern day descendants of the Inca 

 

J)  The Peruvian lake from which the god Con emerged  
 

K)  Messengers stationed along the Incan road system 

 

L)  A series of knotted cords used to keep track of and pass 

 along information 



The Aztecs

The people who would later become known as the Aztecs began as a wandering tribe 
known as the Mexica.  The Mexica were told by one of their gods, Huitzilopochtli, to found 
a city in the place where they saw an eagle, devouring a snake, sitting upon a cactus.  As 
the Mexica continued to wander looking for this sign, they finally spotted it in the middle 
of a lake called Lake Texcoco.  This image can today be seen on the flag of Mexico.

So they did as Huitzilopochtli had told them and created the city of Tenochtitlán.  
This city would later become Mexico City, the capital of the country of Mexico.  

Building a city in the middle of a lake was not easy.  The original city was built on 
small islands in the lake.  The city was connected with canals instead of roads.  
Crops had to be grown on chinampas, small artificial islands built up from the lake 
bed.

Tenochtitlán

Modern Day Mexico City
with outline of Tenochtitlán

What would be the advantages and disadvantages of a city built 

in the middle of a lake? 

 

 

 

Based on the picture of modern day Mexico City, what might have 

happened to Lake Texcoco, the lake in which Tenochtitlán was 

founded? 



The Aztecs

The Aztecs played a type of ballgame called tlachtli.  It was played with a solid rubber ball called an olli.  
Players were allowed to hit the ball with their head, hips, knees or elbows.  The object of the game was to 
get the ball, which weighed as much as nine pounds, into a vertical stone ring.  This was no easy feat, so if 
one of the teams managed  to put the ball through the ring, they were declared the winners.  Points could 
also be awarded for hitting certain markers on the sides of the court or for a particularly skillful play.  

Tlachtli was not only played by the Aztecs.  Archaelogists have found ballcourts at Mayan sites and the sites 
of smaller tribal villages as well. There is evidence that this game was played among indigenous people as 
far north as Arizona in the United States.

Tlachtli was played on a special type of ballcourt.  Over a thousand ballcourts have been discovered at the 
sites of various ruins.  They are shaped roughly like a letter I with tall stone walls.  Above the walls was an 
area for spectators to watch the game.  The ballcourts were not reserved for ballgames alone, but also 
were host to other cultural events like festivals and musical performances.  

Compare and contrast tlachtli to soccer, the 

most popular sport in Latin America today.  How 

are the two games alike?  How are they 

different? 



The Aztecs

Everything changed for the Aztecs in the early 1500’s when the Spanish arrived in the New World.  At first, 
the Aztecs treated the Spanish as if they were honored guests.  This was due, at least in part, to the fact 
that the Spanish leader, the light-skinned Hernán Cortés, resembled the god Quetzacoatl who was 
prophesied to one day return.

Eventually the Spanish, with the help of some of the rival tribes of the Aztecs, were able to capture 
Tenochtitlán.  While Cortés attended to more important matters, he left a Spaniard by the name of Pedro de 
Alvarado in charge.  There was a large Aztec feast taking place in Tenochtitlán one evening.  Alvarado 
waited until all the Aztec noblemen were celebrating in the square, then he had it surrounded by his men 
and massacred the Aztecs.  Following this event, the remaining Aztecs were enraged and rebelled against 
the Spaniards.  In addition to the massacre, their emperor, Moctezuma II, had been killed.  They succeeded 
in driving Hernán Cortés, Alvarado, and the rest of their men out of the capital on an evening in June of 
1520.  This evening is referred to as the Noche Triste.

Unfortunately for the Aztecs, the Spaniards returned just a year later.  By this time, the Aztecs had largely 
been wiped out by famine and a smallpox epidemic (a highly contagious disease the Spanish carried to the 
New World).  They were in no shape to fight and were easily conquered. 

Over time, societies ideas of right and wrong have changed.  How would this same event be viewed 
differently by the people of today.  If you heard this story on the news or read about it on the internet, how 
do you think you would react?



The Aztecs

Directions:  Read the poem “Lament on the Fall of Tenochtitlán”, written by an Aztec a few years after the 
city came under Spanish control.  

 
Our cries of grief rise up 

and our tears rain down, 

for Tlatelolco is lost 

The Aztecs are fleeing across the lake; 

they are running away like women. 
 

How can we save our homes, my people? 

The Aztecs are deserting the city: 

the city is in flames, and all 

is darkness and destruction. 
 

Motelchiuhtzin the Huiznahuacatl, 

Tlacotzin the Tlailotlacatl, 

Oquitzin the Tlacatecuhtli 

are greeted with tears. 
 

Weep, my people: 

know that with these disasters 

we have lost the Mexican nation. 
The water has turned bitter, 

our food is bitter! 

These are the acts of the Giver of Life 

Which line of the poem suggests that drought or famine may 
be partially responsible for the demise of Tenochtitlán?

Which line of the poem explains who the Aztec writer blames 
for the fall of his city?

What does the Aztec writer want?

Where do you think the Aztecs he describes as “fleeing across 
the lake” would have gone?

Who do you think that the people mentioned in the poem 
(Motelchiuhtzin, Tlacotzin, Oquitzin) may have been?

 



The Aztecs

Directions:  Match each term at left with its description at right.

_____1.  Pedro de Alvarado  
 

_____2.  Huitzilopochtli   

 

_____3.  Noche Triste   

 
_____4. Moctezuma II  

 

_____5.  Quetzacoatl   

 

_____6.  Mexica   
 

_____7.  Tenochtitlán   

 

_____8.  chinampas   

 
_____9.  Hernán Cortés  

 

_____10.  Tlachtli  

 
_____11.  Lake Texcoco   

 

_____12.  Smallpox   

A)  The god the Aztecs believed that Hernán Cortés  resembled due to his 
 light skin 

 

B)  Artificial islands on which crops were grown 

 

C)  A ball game played by the Aztecs and other Mesoamerican people 
  

D)  The lake upon which the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlán  was founded 

 

E)  The capital of the Aztec Empire; present day Mexico City 

 
F)  The Spaniard responsible for massacring Aztec noblemen in Tenochtitlán 

 

G)  A god who told the Mexica to found a city where they  saw an eagle, 

 devouring a snake, perched upon a cactus 

  
H)  A highly contagious disease brought by the Spanish to the New World 

  

I)  The wandering tribe that would eventually become the  Aztecs 

  
J)  The Spaniard credited with conquering the Aztecs 

 

K)  The evening that Hernán Cortés and his men fled the Aztec capital 

 

L)  One of the last Aztec emperors 



The Aztecs

Directions:  Match each term at left with its description at right.

F  1.  Pedro de Alvarado  
 

G  2.  Huitzilopochtli   

 

K  3.  Noche Triste   

 
L  4. Moctezuma II  

 

A  5.  Quetzacoatl   

 

I  6.  Mexica   
 

E  7.  Tenochtitlán   

 

B  8.  chinampas   

 
J  9.  Hernán Cortés  

 

C  10.  Tlachtli  

 
D  11.  Lake Texcoco   

 

H  12.  Smallpox   

A)  The god the Aztecs believed that Hernán Cortés  resembled due to his 
 light skin 

 

B)  Artificial islands on which crops were grown 

 

C)  A ball game played by the Aztecs and other Mesoamerican people 
  

D)  The lake upon which the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlán  was founded 

 

E)  The capital of the Aztec Empire; present day Mexico City 

 
F)  The Spaniard responsible for massacring Aztec noblemen in Tenochtitlán 

 

G)  A god who told the Mexica to found a city where they  saw an eagle, 

 devouring a snake, perched upon a cactus 

  
H)  A highly contagious disease brought by the Spanish to the New World 

  

I)  The wandering tribe that would eventually become the  Aztecs 

  
J)  The Spaniard credited with conquering the Aztecs 

 

K)  The evening that Hernán Cortés and his men fled the Aztec capital 

 

L)  One of the last Aztec emperors 



The Maya

The Maya created the longest lasting civilization of the New World.  Through change, war, natural disasters, and even the 
Spanish conquest, the Maya culture lives on today.  There are currently around six  million Maya living in the areas of 
southern Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador and Honduras.  Many of them have assimilated into modern society and others lead 
lives not that different from that of their ancestors.

Not that different from today, the daily life of a Maya depended on what social class they belonged to.  At the top were the 
king and noble families.  Those considered nobles included prized warriors, priests, scribes, and government officials.  In the 
middle were the artisans, traders, weavers, potters, and average warriors.    The lowest class of Maya were mostly farmers, 
but others were servants to the noble families, porters, or worked in the limestone quarries.

The daily life of a common Maya involved a lot of hard physical work.  This doesn’t mean that they were unhappy or 
unsatisfied.  Farming families lived simply but ate well.  Women typically worked in the home.  They cooked, grinded corn, 
raised children, tended gardens, and wove cloth.  This cloth was made into clothes for their family or for sale at the market.  
Men and boys spent their time tending the fields, called milpas.  In the milpas, the Maya grew maize (corn), beans, and squash.  
They also grew chili peppers, sweet potatoes, avocados, tomatoes, papaya, onions, and garlic.  Some families raised livestock 
like ducks and turkeys.  There were no draft animals like horses or oxen to help in the fields, so the Maya relied on simple 
manpower to complete all their work.

Life wasn’t all work though, there were frequently religious festivals and celebrations.  There were opportunities to watch a 
type of ballgame called pok-a-tok (the same game was called tlachtli by the Aztecs).  Maya children also played with toys.   

How would life be different for you if you were born long ago as a Maya?

What are some examples of  things that people do for entertainment today that are similar to what the Maya did for fun?  
What are some activities that the Maya would not have been able to do for fun that we can?



The Maya

The Maya were the first people to keep written historical records.  They used a form of hieroglyphic writing 
that contained  hundreds of different glyphs that pictured humans, animals, objects, and even abstract 
ideas.  They used these glyphs to write words, phrases, and sentences.  Below are examples of various 
glyphs and their meanings.  

Directions:  Use the example 

glyphs to communicate the 

following messages. 

 

There are twenty green snakes in 
the house.

The woman grabbed water to put 
out the fire.

The sky is cloudy and will scatter 
water.



The Maya

The Maya are well known for their mathematical knowledge and understanding.  They were the first 
people to use zero.  Unlike our numerical system which has a different symbol for each digit (1,2,3,4…), the 
Maya only used three basic symbols.  A dot represented the value of one, a bar represented five, and a shell 
represented zero.  Every other number was just a combination of these three symbols.  

Directions:  Write the number represented by the symbols.  Look carefully at the examples provided. 

26	  

167	  



The Maya

The Maya were observant astronomers and used the celestial cycles that they observed to create a 
calendar that is more accurate than our own.  By observing objects like the sun, moon, stars, and visible 
planets like Venus, the Maya were able to see patterns in the movement of these objects.  They created a 
365 day calendar.  They split these 365 days into 18 months of 20 days each.  Also included in the calendar 
was an additional 5 day period that was considered by the Maya to be unlucky.  Unlike our calendar which 
dates the first day of the month as one, the first day of each month in the Maya calendar was actually 
dated as zero.

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

unlucky 5 
day period 

Here are the 18 months of the Maya calendar, 
numbered in order.  Remembering that each 
month consists of 20 days… 

Which month would it be right now?

Which month would you have been born in?

What time of the year would the unlucky 5 day period occur?

Do you think the Maya calendar is more confusing or less 
confusing than the Gregorian calendar that we use?  Why? 



The Maya

Directions:  Match each term at left with its description at right.

_____1.  farming   
 

_____2.  18 

 

_____3. five  

 
_____4. Wayeb’ 

 

_____5. zero 

 

_____6.  milpas 
 

_____7. traders, warriors 

 

_____8. 20 

 
_____9. priests, scribes  

 

_____10. pok-a-tok 

 
_____11.  6 million 

 

_____12.  one    

A)  Members of the noble class in Maya society 
 

B) The number of days in a month in the Maya calendar 

 

C) Number of Maya around today 

 
D)  The job most common Maya were dedicated to 

 

E)  The value represented by a dot in Maya math 

F) The name of the 5 day unlucky period in the Maya calendar 
 

G) Members of the middle class in Maya society 

  

H) A type of ballgame played for both entertainment and ritual 

  
I)  The value represented by a bar or line in Maya math 

  

J)  Fields used for growing corn, squash, and beans  

K) The value represented by a shell in Maya math 

 

L) The number of months in the Maya calendar 



The Maya

The Maya are well known for their mathematical knowledge and understanding.  They were the first 
people to use zero.  Unlike our numerical system which has a different symbol for each digit (1,2,3,4…), the 
Maya only used three basic symbols.  A dot represented the value of one, a bar represented five, and a shell 
represented zero.  Every other number was just a combination of these three symbols.  

Directions:  Write the number represented by the symbols.  Look carefully at the examples provided. 

0	  

1	  

4	  

26	   58	  97	   40	  

167	  

76	   19	  

805	   692	   383	  570	   247	  



The Maya

Directions:  Match each term at left with its description at right.

D  1.  farming   
 

L  2.  18 

 

I  3. five  

 
F  4. Wayeb’ 

 

K  5. zero 

 

J  6.  milpas 
 

G  7. traders, warriors 

 

B  8. 20 

 
A  9. priests, scribes  

 

H  10. pok-a-tok 

 
C  11.  6 million 

 

E  12.  one    

A)  Members of the noble class in Maya society 
 

B)  The number of days in a month in the Maya calendar 

 

C)  Number of Maya around today 

 
D)  The job most common Maya were dedicated to 

 

E)  The value represented by a dot in Maya math 

F)  The name of the 5 day unlucky period in the Maya calendar 
 

G)  Members of the middle class in Maya society 

  

H)   A type of ballgame played for both entertainment and ritual 

  
I)  The value represented by a bar or line in Maya math 

  

J)  Fields used for growing corn, squash, and beans  

K)  The value represented by a shell in Maya math 

 

L)  The number of months in the Maya calendar 



Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean

The Caribbean islands are popular vacation destinations today.  The gorgeous beaches, clear water, and 
diverse plants and animals were also attractive and useful to indigenous populations.  The Taíno  were 
indigenous people that once inhabited the areas that are today Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Puerto 
Rico.

Due to their prime location, surrounded by the Caribbean Sea, they were excellent sailors, fisherman, and 
canoe makers.  They even participated in water sports!  

The Taíno are also credited with creating hammocks (hamacas) and the musical instrument the maraca.  
Many Taíno words have also been accepted into the Spanish language including the words for barbecue, 
tabacco, hurricane, and canoe.

The Taíno were one of the first tribes to encounter the Spanish as they arrived in the New World.  
Christopher Columbus first set foot on the island known as Hispaniola (presently home to the countries of 
the Dominican Republic and Haiti) before sending explorers to further regions of the New World.  
Unfortunately, the Taíno eventually suffered the same fate as many other tribes.  Their populations 
dwindled after being ravaged by battles and disease brought on by the Spanish.  

Directions:  Circle the pictures that relate to the Taíno people or culture. 



Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean

The Olmec were predecessors of the Maya and several other indigenous groups of Mexico.  They were the 
first major Mesoamerican civilization.  Their civilization was centered in the Gulf of Mexico where the land 
was well-watered and fertile for growing crops like corn and beans.  They also used the waters of the gulf 
to feed on sea life such as turtles and clams.

The Olmec are perhaps most well-known for the colossal stone heads that they 
made from basalt (a type of volcanic rock).  Some of the heads are nearly ten feet 
tall and weigh up to eight tons.  This is pretty amazing considering that the rocks 
they were carved from had to be transported up to fifty miles to make it to their 
final locations.  The facial features of each head are different, leading 
anthropologists to believe they may actually be portraits of specific Olmec rulers.

So, why just the head?  The Olmec believed that a person’s soul lay within their 
head, so this could explain why the head (and not the body) were the focus of these 
sculptures. 

The map at left shows the locations of San Lorenzo, La Venta, 

and Tres Zapotes.  Stone heads have been found in all of these 

locations.  The red triangle shows the location of the nearest 

available basalt rock. 

 

How do you think the Olmec were able to transport such heavy 

rocks to these locations, some almost fifty miles?   



Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean

The Mixtec people inhabited the southern parts of 
Mexico.  They were eventually overtaken by the Aztec 
Empire, and forced to give the Aztec emperor gold, 
metal works, precious stones, and turquoise 
decorations (for which they were famous).

One thing that sets the Mixtec apart from the other 
indigenous cultures of their area was their naming 
process.  Mixtec children were named after their birth 
day.  The Mixtec used the same calendar at the 
Aztecs; one with 18 months of 20 days each.  Much 
like in our calendar system, days were given different 
names.  Instead of repeating weekly ,as in the 
Gregorian calendar,  there were 20 different days – 
each one occurring only once per month.

One of the most famous Mixtec rulers was named 
“Eight Deer Jaguar Claw”.  He was born on the day of 
the deer in the eighth month.  His wife, “Thirteen 
Snake” was born on the day of the snake in the 
thirteenth month.

Give examples of other names that might have been 

used among the Mixtec and write them below. 

 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

 



Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean

Perhaps the most feared indigenous group were the Toltecs.  They lived in 
central Mexico near in the present day state of Hidalgo.  The Toltecs were 
fierce warriors, but they were just as fiercely devoted to other pursuits.  They 
were masters of art, architecture, medicine, engineering, and everything in 
between.  They were also fond of the practice of human sacrifice as 
evidenced by the racks of human skulls that were found outside of their 
capital city of Tula.

The later and greater Aztec people frequently mentioned the Toltec in their 
writings.  The Aztec people had great respect for the fallen Toltec civilization 
and hoped to aspire to it’s greatness.  

If you were to visit the Toltec capital of Tula today, you would see Toltec 
warrior statues, pyramids, racks of skulls. 

What do you think was the first impression that 

enemy tribes would have gotten upon entering the 

Toltec capital of Tula?  Why?  



Directions:  Read each of the phrases below, then decide which indigenous group each phrase  best 

describes. 

_____1.  Constructed enormous stone heads from basalt 

_____2.  Taken over by the Aztec Empire 

_____3.  Responsible for adding words like hurricane, hammock, and barbecue to the Spanish language  

_____4.  Fierce warriors  

_____5.  Admired by the Aztecs  

_____6. Lived near the Gulf of Mexico  

_____7.  Capital city of Tula  

_____8.  Experienced sailors and fishermen 

_____9.  Named people after their day of birth (i.e. 8 deer, 12 snake) 

_____10.  Believed a person’s soul lay within their head 

_____11.  Practiced human sacrifice   

_____12. Lived in the Caribbean islands in present day Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic   

A)  Taíno B) Olmec C) Mixtec D) Toltec

Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean



Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean

The Caribbean islands are popular vacation destinations today.  The gorgeous beaches, clear water, and 
diverse plants and animals were also attractive and useful to indigenous populations.  The Taíno  were 
indigenous people that once inhabited the areas that are today Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Puerto 
Rico.

Due to their prime location, surrounded by the Caribbean Sea, they were excellent sailors, fisherman, and 
canoe makers.  They even participated in water sports!  

The Taíno are also credited with creating hammocks (hamacas) and the musical instrument the maraca.  
Many Taíno words have also been accepted into the Spanish language including the words for barbecue, 
tabacco, hurricane, and canoe.

The Taíno were one of the first tribes to encounter the Spanish as they arrived in the New World.  
Christopher Columbus first set foot on the island known as Hispaniola (presently home to the countries of 
the Dominican Republic and Haiti) before sending explorers to further regions of the New World.  
Unfortunately, the Taíno eventually suffered the same fate as many other tribes.  Their populations 
dwindled after being ravaged by battles and disease brought on by the Spanish.  

Directions:  Circle the pictures that relate to the Taíno people or culture. 



Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean

The Mixtec people inhabited the southern parts of 
Mexico.  They were eventually overtaken by the Aztec 
Empire, and forced to give the Aztec emperor gold, 
metal works, precious stones, and turquoise 
decorations (for which they were famous).

One thing that sets the Mixtec apart from the other 
indigenous cultures of their area was their naming 
process.  Mixtec children were named after their birth 
day.  The Mixtec used the same calendar at the 
Aztecs; one with 18 months of 20 days each.  Much 
like in our calendar system, days were given different 
names.  Instead of repeating weekly ,as in the 
Gregorian calendar,  there were 20 different days – 
each one occurring only once per month.

One of the most famous Mixtec rulers was named 
“Eight Deer Jaguar Claw”.  He was born on the day of 
the deer in the eighth month.  His wife, “Thirteen 
Snake” was born on the day of the snake in the 
thirteenth month.

Give examples of other names that might have been 

used among the Mixtec and write them below. 

 

Any of the symbols at left may be preceded by 

numbers 1-18 to create names.  Since there are 
only 18 months, no day would occur more than 18 

times in a year. 

 



Directions:  Read each of the phrases below, then decide which indigenous group each phrase  best 

describes. 

B  1.  Constructed enormous stone heads from basalt 

C  2.  Taken over by the Aztec Empire 

A  3.  Responsible for adding words like hurricane, hammock, and barbecue to the Spanish language  

D  4.  Fierce warriors  

D  5.  Admired by the Aztecs  

B  6. Lived near the Gulf of Mexico 

D  7.  Capital city of Tula  

A  8.  Experienced sailors and fishermen 

C  9.  Named people after their day of birth (i.e. 8 deer, 12 snake) 

B  10.  Believed a person’s soul lay within their head 

D  11.  Practiced human sacrifice   

A  12. Lived in the Caribbean islands in present day Puerto Rico, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic   

A)  Taíno B) Olmec C) Mixtec D) Toltec

Other Indigenous Cultures of Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean



Other Indigenous Cultures of South America

The Aymara were a group of indigenous people that, like the Inca, lived 
mainly in the Andes Mountain regions of Bolivia, southern Peru, and 
northern Chile.  They were eventually absorbed into the Incan Empire, but 
maintained their own beliefs and traditions.

One of the most interesting traditions of the Aymara was an annual 
festival called Alasitas.  The festival takes place on January 24th of each 
year and is still celebrated in Bolivia today. 

During the festival, which lasts almost an entire month, locals purchase miniature items to give to Ekeko, 
the Aymara god of good luck and abundance.  Ekeko is depicted as a round, plump dwarf.  Statues of 
Ekeko can be seen carrying everything from money to bags of food, ships and miniature suitcases (to 
represent travel).  They do this with the hopes that he will bring them fortune and happiness.  

Draw Ekeko holding at least five items that you 

would give to him in the box at left, then explain the 

significance of each of the items you chose below. 

 

1. _________________________________________ 

 
2. _________________________________________ 

 

3. _________________________________________ 

 

4. _________________________________________ 
 

5. _________________________________________ 



Other Indigenous Cultures of South America

Easter Island, located in the Pacific Ocean, belongs to the country of Chile 
despite the fact that it is more than 2,000 miles away.  The Rapa Nui have 
lived on Easter Island since around 1200 AD and their ancestors are still there 
today.  Easter Island, named for the fact that it was discovered on Easter Day 
of 1722 by a group of Dutch explorers, is one of the most isolated islands in 
the world.  It’s nearest neighbor is over 1200 miles away.  

The Rapa Nui are most known for the creation of the Moai – huge 
statues of human figures made from scoria, a type of hardened 
volcanic ash.  There are close to 900 Moai on the island ranging from 
just a few feet tall to eighty feet in height.  The Moai have 
disproportionately large heads and are believed to represent 
deceased ancestors.  The Moai statues were placed mostly along the 
coasts looking inward towards the island.

Anthropologists believe that the Moai were created by the Rapa Nui to honor and 

remember deceased ancestors. In what ways do your culture or other cultures you 

know about honor or remember the dead? 



Other Indigenous Cultures of South America

The Mapuche live primarily in Chile and parts of Argentina.  They have been 
around since the time of the Inca, but living a bit further south than the Inca 
Empire, they were able to escape Incan rule.

When the Spanish arrived in the New World, they would trade with the 
Mapuche, giving them Spanish coins in exchange for goods.  The Mapuche, who 
were skilled silversmiths, would turn these coins into necklaces, earrings, and 
other jewelry.  

Most Mapuche villages have a woman called a machi which 
means “good witch”.  They are similar to the shaman of other 
indigenous groups.  They are healers who are skilled with 
medicinal herbs and perform healing ceremonies.  They also can 
predict the weather, interpret dreams, ward of evil spirits, and 
purportedly cure illnesses.

When a member of the Mapuche dies, a wooden carving known 
as a chemamull is placed to mark the grave site.  Each chemamull 
is unique and carved in the form of a man or woman.

In every culture, people get sick, suffer from nightmares, and deal with natural disasters.  Yet each culture deals with 

these things differently.  How does your culture help people to deal with the same things that the machi help the Mapuche 

to deal with? 



Other Indigenous Cultures of South America

The Guaraní live in Paraguay and small parts of Uruguay, Argentina, and Bolivia.  Early Guaraní lived in 
communal houses that provided shelter and living space for ten to fifteen different families.

Within Guaraní territory lies the breathtaking Iguazú Falls.  This waterfall system is the largest in the world.  
Many of the Guaraní myths and legends involve this fascinating place.  One legend of the Guaraní says that 
there was a god who planned to marry a beautiful woman named Naipí.  She fled from the god with her 
mortal lover in a canoe.  Enraged, the god sliced the river creating the waterfalls and condemning the 
lovers to an eternal fall.

A similar myth explains that the falls are the place where I-Yara, an evil pomboro (elf) spirit abducted a fair 
maiden named Angá and hid her away.  The swallows that can often be seen circling the falls come there 
daily to search for her in vain.

The Guaraní also believed that at times, within the rushing waters of the falls, one could hear the sounds of 
ancient battles.  Yet another myth says that at the bottom of the Iguazú River (the river which feeds the 
waterfalls) dwells an evil god named Aña.  

Illustrate one of the Guaraní legends described above in the box below. 



Directions:  Read each of the phrases below, then decide which indigenous group each phrase  best 

describes. 

_____1.  Each village had a machi who was responsible for curing illnesses among other things  

_____2.  Their nearest neighbors are more than 1,200 miles away  

_____3.  Absorbed into the Incan Empire   

_____4.  Lived in communal houses built to house 10-15 different families   

_____5.  Constructed almost 900 Moai statues   

_____6. Lived in the Andes Mountains regions of southern Peru, Bolivia, and northern Chile 

_____7.  Celebrate the annual Alasitas festival dedicated to Ekeko, the god of good luck and abundance   

_____8.  Escaped Inca rule   

_____9. Many of their myths and legends focus on the nearby Iguazú Falls  

_____10. Inhabitants of Easter Island  

_____11. wooden statues called chemamulls mark the graves of their deceased   

_____12.  Gifted silversmiths that made jewelry from Spanish coins  

A)  Aymara B) Rapa Nui C) Mapuche D) Guaraní

Other Indigenous Cultures of South America



Directions:  Read each of the phrases below, then decide which indigenous group each phrase  best 

describes. 

C  1.  Each village had a machi who was responsible for curing illnesses among other things  

B  2.  Their nearest neighbors are more than 1,200 miles away  

A  3.  Absorbed into the Incan Empire   

D  4.  Lived in communal houses built to house 10-15 different families   

B  5.  Constructed almost 900 Moai statues   

A  6. Lived in the Andes Mountains regions of southern Peru, Bolivia, and northern Chile 

A  7.  Celebrate the annual Alasitas festival dedicated to Ekeko, the god of good luck and abundance   

C  8.  Escaped Inca rule   

D  9. Many of their myths and legends focus on the nearby Iguazú Falls  

B  10. Inhabitants of Easter Island  

C  11. wooden statues called chemamulls mark the graves of their deceased   

C  12.  Gifted silversmiths that made jewelry from Spanish coins  

A)  Aymara B) Rapa Nui C) Mapuche D) Guaraní

Other Indigenous Cultures of South America


