
Dear Parents & Students: 
 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 
with any questions you or your child might have regarding various assignments. 
 
Please bear in mind that these assignments will not be graded, nor will they count against your 
child in any way. This is merely a way for your child to review different skills that he or she may 
need extra help with.  
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 
SchoolStatus.  We will provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. via Haiku and/or 
Google Classroom.  
 
Starting Tuesday, March 30th we will be available the following office hours to answer any 
questions.  

Monday - Friday 8 AM - 3:30 PM  
 

During this time we will be available to parents via School Status, Google Classroom, and or 
email for parents and/or students who are struggling with the current assignments or who have 
general questions regarding the work. We will get back with you as soon as possible. 
 
At any time you wish to contact us, please see the 8th grade Science Departments emails or 
SchoolStatus: 
 

Tia Green tdgreen@tupeloschools.com  

Marcie Koehn mnkoehn@tupeloschools.com  

Kim Parker kpparker@tupeloschools.com  

Jacob Prince  jdprince@tupeloschools.com  

 Tracie Turner tlturner@tupeloschools.com  

April Windham aswindham@tupoloschools.com  

 
 
Thank you, in advance, for your support and patience during this trying time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
TMS 8th Grade Science Department 
8th Grade Science Teacher 
Tupelo Middle School 

mailto:tdgreen@tupeloschools.com
mailto:mnkoehn@tupeloschools.com
mailto:kpparker@tupeloschools.com
mailto:jdprince@tupeloschools.com
mailto:tlturner@tupeloschools.com
mailto:aswindham@tupoloschools.com


8th Grade Science 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday 
March 30  

Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday 
April 1 

Thursday,  
April 2 

Friday,  
April 3 

Science 
E.8.9A.4, 
E.8.9A.5, 
E.8.9B.1, 
E.8.9B.2, 
E.8.9B.3  

CHAPTER 10: 
Earthquakes & 

Volcanoes 
Chapter 10.1 
Pgs 308-320 

CHAPTER 10: 
Earthquakes & 

Volcanoes 
Chapter 10.1 
Pgs 308-320 

CHAPTER 10: 
Earthquakes & 

Volcanoes 
Chapter 10.1 
Pgs 308-320 

CHAPTER 10: 
Earthquakes & 

Volcanoes 
Chapter 10.2 
Pgs 321-330 

CHAPTER 10: 
Earthquakes & 

Volcanoes 
Chapter 10.2 
Pgs 321-330 

  

  Monday,  
April 6 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

Wednesday, 
April 8 

Thursday,  
April 9 

Friday,  
April 10 

Science 
E.8.10.1, 
E.8.10.3, 
E.8.10.4  

CHAPTER 13: 
Natural Resources 

Chapter 13.1 
Energy Resources 

Pgs 401-412 

CHAPTER 13: 
Natural Resources 

Chapter 13.2 
Renewable Energy 

Resources 
Pgs 413-420 

 

CHAPTER 13: 
Natural Resources 

Chapter 13.2 
Renewable Energy 

Resources 
Pgs 413-420 

CHAPTER 13: 
Natural Resources 
Chapter 13.3 Land 

Resources  
Pgs 421-427 

CHAPTER 13: 
Natural Resources 

Chapter 13.4 Air 
and Water 
Resources 

Pgs 428-435 

  

  Monday,  
April 13 

Tuesday,  
April 14 

Wednesday, 
April 15 

Thursday,  
April 16 

Friday,  
April 17 

Science 
E.8.9A.7, 
E.8.9B.1, 
E.8.10.2  

  

 

 CHAPTER 16: 
Environmental 

Impacts 
Chapter 16.1 

People and the 
Environment 
Pgs 488-494 

 CHAPTER 16: 
Environmental 

Impacts 
Chapter 16.1 People 
and the Environment 

Pgs 495-505 

 CHAPTER 16: 
Environmental 

Impacts 
Chapter 16.2 

Impacts on the Land 
Pgs 506-513 

 CHAPTER 16: 
Environmental 

Impacts 
Chapter 16.3 

Impacts on the 
Water 

Pgs 506-513 

 CHAPTER 16: 
Environmental 

Impacts 
Chapter 16.4 

Impacts on the 
Atmosphere 
Pgs 514-524 
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Earthquakes and Volcanoes

Earthquakes

Key Concepts  

• What is an earthquake?

• Where do earthquakes 

occur?

• How do scientists monitor 

earthquake activity?

What are earthquakes?
Imagine bending a stick until it breaks. When the stick snaps, 

it vibrates, releasing energy. Earthquakes release energy in a 
similar way. Earthquakes are the vibrations in the ground that 
result from movement along breaks in Earth’s lithosphere. These 
breaks are called faults. 

Why do rocks move along a fault? The forces that move 
tectonic plates also push and pull rocks along a fault. If these 
forces become large enough, the blocks of rock on either side of 
the fault can move past each other. The rocks might move 
vertically—up or down—or horizontally—sideways.

The size of an earthquake depends on the amount of force 
applied to the fault. The greater the force applied to a fault, the 
greater the chance of a large and destructive earthquake occurring.

Earthquakes can cause billions of dollars in damage. Injuries 
and fatalities often occur during earthquakes. Earthquakes are 
common in the state of California. In 1994, the Northridge 
earthquake along the San Andreas Fault in California caused 
$20 billion in damage. 

What do you think? Read the three statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

1.  Earth’s crust is broken into rigid slabs of 

rock that move, causing earthquakes and 

volcanic eruptions.

2.  Earthquakes create energy waves that travel 

through Earth.

3. All earthquakes occur on plate boundaries.

Sticky-Note Questions As 

you read the lesson, write 

questions on sticky-notes. 

Stick each question next to 

the paragraph that relates to 

the question. When you 

finish reading the lesson, 

discuss your questions with 

your teacher or with a 

partner.

 Key Concept Check

1. Define What is an 

earthquake?
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Where do earthquakes occur?
Few earthquakes occur in the middle of a continent. 

Most earthquakes occur in the oceans and along the edges 
of continents where tectonic plates meet.

Earthquakes and Plate Boundaries

Stress builds up along plate boundaries. Earthquakes result 
from the buildup and release of this stress along the active plate 
boundaries. The deepest and strongest earthquakes occur along 
convergent plate boundaries. At a convergent plate boundary, 
plates collide. The denser oceanic plate subducts, or drops down, 
into the mantle. These earthquakes release great amounts of 
energy.

Shallow earthquakes commonly occur where plates separate 
along a divergent plate boundary or along a transform plate 
boundary. Earthquakes occur at varying depths where continents 
collide. Continental collisions form large, deformed mountain 
ranges. 

Rock Deformation

Force, or pressure, applied along plate boundaries can cause a 
body of rock to bend and change shape. This is called rock 
deformation. Over time, the rocks can break and move.

Faults

A fault is a break in Earth’s lithosphere where one block of 
rock moves toward, away from, or past another. When rocks 
move in any direction along a fault, an earthquake occurs. The 
table below describes three types of faults. The forces applied to 
 a fault determine the direction the rocks move. 

Types of Faults

Fault Name Location Movement

Strike-slip transform plate 

boundaries

Two blocks of rock slide 

horizontally past each 

other in opposite 

directions.

Normal divergent plate 

boundaries

Forces pull two blocks 

of rock apart. One block 

drops down relative to 

the other.

Reverse convergent plate 

boundaries

Forces push two blocks 

of rock together. One 

block moves up relative 

to the other.

 Key Concept Check

2. Specify Where do 

most earthquakes occur?

Reading Check

3. Define What is a fault?

Interpreting Tables

4. Identify What are the 

three types of faults?

Reading Essentials Earthquakes and Volcanoes  309
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Earthquake Focus and Epicenter

When rocks move along a fault, they release energy. Energy 
that travels as vibrations on and in Earth is called seismic 

waves. Seismic waves originate where rocks first move along 
the fault, at a location inside Earth called the focus. Earthquakes 
can occur anywhere between Earth’s surface and depths greater 
than 600 km. In a news report, you might hear a reporter identify 
the earthquake’s epicenter. The epicenter is the location on 
Earth’s surface directly above an earthquake’s focus. 

Seismic Waves
During an earthquake, there is a rapid release of energy along a 

fault. This release of energy produces seismic waves. The waves 
travel outward in all directions through rock, much like ripples in 
water. As the waves travel, they transfer energy through the 
ground and produce the motion associated with an earthquake. 
The energy released is strongest near the epicenter. As seismic 
waves move away from the epicenter, their energy and intensity 
decrease. The greater the distance from an earthquake’s epicenter, 
the less the ground moves.

 Types of Seismic Waves

During an earthquake, particles in the ground can move back 
and forth or up and down. Particles can also move in an elliptical 
motion parallel to the direction the seismic wave travels. Scientists 
use wave motion, wave speed, and the type of material the wave 
travels through to classify seismic waves. The three types of 
seismic waves are primary waves, secondary waves, and surface 
waves.

Primary waves, also called P-waves, cause particles in the 
ground to move in a push-pull motion, similar to a coiled spring. 
P-waves move faster than any other seismic waves. They are the 
first waves detected and recorded after an earthquake.

Secondary waves, also called S-waves, cause particles to 
move up and down at right angles relative to the direction that 
the wave travels. These waves move like a coiled spring when it is 
shaken side-to-side and up and down at the same time.

Surface waves cause particles in the ground to move up and 
down in a rolling motion, similar to ocean waves. Surface 
waves travel only on Earth’s surface. P-waves and S-waves can 
travel through Earth’s interior. However, scientists have discovered 
that S-waves cannot travel through liquid.  

5. Compare How are an 

earthquake’s epicenter and 

focus related?

Make a trifold book to 

organize your notes about 

the types of plate 

movement and resulting 

activities along these plate 

boundaries.

Reading Check

6. Describe  the three 

types of seismic waves.
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Properties of Seismic Waves

Seismic Waves Description

Primary waves

(P-waves)

•  Cause rock particles to vibrate in same 

direction as waves travel

• Fastest seismic waves

• First waves that seismometers detect

• Travel through solids and liquids

Secondary waves

(S-waves)
•  Cause rock particles to vibrate 

perpendicular to direction that waves 

travel

•  Slower than P-waves; faster than 

surface waves

•  Second waves that seismometers 

detect

• Travel only through solids

Surface waves •  Cause rock particles to move in a 

rolling or elliptical motion in the same 

direction that waves travel

• Slowest seismic waves

•  Cause the most damage at Earth’s 

surface

Mapping Earth’s Interior
Scientists who study earthquakes are called seismologists 

(size MAH luh justs). They use properties of seismic waves, as 
described in the table above, to map Earth’s interior. P-waves and 
S-waves change speed and direction as they travel through 
different materials. Seismologists measure the speed and direction 
of waves as they move through Earth at different depths. Using 
these measurements, seismologists can determine the materials 
that make up Earth’s layers.

Inner and Outer Core Seismologists discovered that S-waves 
cannot travel through the outer core. This discovery proved that 
Earth’s outer core is liquid, unlike its solid inner core. By analyzing 
the speed of P-waves, seismologists also discovered that the inner 
and outer cores are mostly iron and nickel. 

The Mantle Seismologists have used seismic waves to model 
convection currents in the mantle. The speeds of seismic waves 
depend on the temperature, pressure, and chemistry of the rocks 
that the waves travel through. Seismic waves tend to travel slower 
as they move through hot material, such as in areas of the mantle 
below mid-ocean ridges. Seismic waves travel faster in cooler areas 
of the mantle near subduction zones.

Interpreting Tables

7. Predict  what will 

happen to an S-wave when 

it reaches Earth’s liquid 

outer core.

 8. Specify What 

properties of P-waves and 

S-waves help seismologists 

map Earth’s interior?

Reading Check 

9. Explain How did 

scientists discover that 

Earth’s outer core is liquid?

Reading Essentials Earthquakes and Volcanoes  311

308_315_MIS_G8_C10_RE_L1_684068.311   311308_315_MIS_G8_C10_RE_L1_684068.311   311 8/29/17   8:52:22 AM8/29/17   8:52:22 AM



C
opyright ©

 M
cG

raw
-H

ill Education.

Locating an Earthquake’s Epicenter

An instrument called a seismometer (size MAH muh ter) 
measures and records ground motion and can be used to 
determine the distance seismic waves travel. A seismometer 
records ground motion as a seismogram, a graphical illustration of 
seismic waves.

Seismologists use a method called triangulation to locate an 
earthquake’s epicenter. This method uses the speeds and travel 
times of seismic waves to determine the distance to the 
earthquake’s epicenter from at least three seismometers at 
different locations.

 1.  Find the arrival time difference. First, scientists 
determine the number of seconds between the 
arrival of the first P-wave and the first S-wave on the 
seismogram. This time difference is called lag time.

2. Find the distance to the epicenter. Next, seismologists 
plot the lag time against distance on a graph. This reveals 
the distance of the epicenter from the 
seismograph’s location.

3. Plot the distance on a map. Seismologists determine the 
distance of the epicenter to seismographs in at least three 
different locations. The map below shows circles around the 
locations of three seismometer stations. The distance from 
each station to its circle measures the distance from that 
station to the earthquake’s
epicenter. The epicenter must lie somewhere on the circle 
around each station. Only one point lies on all three circles. 
The point where the three circles 
intersect is the epicenter. 

10. Apply What can 

seismologists conclude 

about an area in the mantle 

where seismic waves slow 

down?

Visual Check

11. Compare Which 

station on the map is 

farthest from the 

earthquake’s epicenter?
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Determining Earthquake Magnitude
The Richter magnitude scale uses the amount of 

ground motion at a given distance from an earthquake to 
determine magnitude. Each increase of one unit on the Richter 
scale represents 10 times the amount of ground motion. For 
example, a magnitude 8 earthquake produces 10 times greater 
shaking than a magnitude 7 earthquake does and 100 times 
greater shaking than a magnitude 6 earthquake does (10 × 10).

The moment magnitude scale measures the total amount of 
energy released by an earthquake. For each increase of one unit on 
the scale, an earthquake releases 31.5 times more energy. For 
example, a magnitude 8 earthquake releases more than 992 times 
the amount of energy than that of a magnitude 6 earthquake 
(31.5 × 31.5).

Describing Earthquake Intensity

Another way to measure and describe an earthquake is 
to examine the amount of damage that results from the shaking. 
The Modified Mercalli scale measures the intensity of an 
earthquake based on descriptions of its effects on people and 
structures. The scale, shown below, ranges from I, an earthquake 
that people do not feel, to XII, an earthquake that destroys 
everything. The higher the number is, the greater the effects.

An area’s geology also influences earthquake damage. The 
shaking produces more damage in areas covered by loose sediment 
than it does in places built on solid bedrock.

Modified Mercalli Scale

I Not felt except under unusual conditions.

II Felt by few people; suspended objects swing.

III Most noticeable indoors; strong vibrations.

IV Felt by many people indoors but few outdoors; dishes rattle.

V Felt by nearly everyone; dishes break.

VI Felt by all; furniture shifts.

VII Everyone runs outdoors; some chimneys break.

VIII Chimneys, smokestacks, and walls fall.

IX Great damage occurs; buildings shift off of foundations.

X Most ordinary structures are destroyed; landslides occur.

XI Few structures remain standing; bridges are destroyed.

XII Damage is total.

The Mercalli earthquake 

scale uses Roman 

numerals. Use the following 

rules to figure out the value 

of a Roman numeral.

 a.  Values: X = 10;  

V = 5; I = 1

b.  Add similar values that 

are next to one another, 

such as III 

(1 + 1 + 1 = 3).

c.  Add a smaller value that 

comes after a larger 

value, such as XV 

(10 + 5 = 15).

d.  Subtract a smaller value 

that precedes a larger 

value, such as IX 

(10 - 1 = 9).

e.  Use the fewest possible 

numerals to express the 

value (X rather than VV).

12. Use Roman 
Numerals What is the 

value of the Roman 

numeral XVI? XIV?

Math Skills

Visual Check

13. Identify At what point 

on the Modified Mercalli 

scale of earthquake 

measurement does it 

become dangerous to be 

indoors?

Reading Essentials Earthquakes and Volcanoes  313
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Earthquake Risk

In the United States, the highest risk of earthquakes occurs 
near tectonic plate boundaries of the western states. The transform 
plate boundary in California and the convergent plate boundaries 
in Oregon, Washington, and Alaska have the highest earthquake 
risks. However, not all earthquakes occur near plate boundaries. 
Some of the largest earthquakes in the United States have occurred 
far from plate boundaries.

High-energy, destructive earthquakes are not very common. 
Only about ten earthquakes with a magnitude greater than 7.0 
occur worldwide each year. Earthquakes with magnitudes greater 
than 9.0, such as the Indian Ocean earthquake in 2004, are rare.

Seismologists evaluate risk in several ways because 
earthquakes threaten people’s lives and property. They study the 
probability that an earthquake will occur in an area. 
Seismologists study past earthquake activity, the geology around 
a fault, the population density, and the building design in an 
area.

Engineers use these risk assessments to design buildings that 
can withstand the shaking during an earthquake. City and state 
government officials use risk assessments to help plan and prepare 
for future earthquakes. 

  Key Concept Check

14. Explain How do 

seismologists evaluate risk?

 

 

 

 REVIEW VOCABULARY
convergent
tending to move toward one 
point or approaching each other

314  Earthquakes and Volcanoes Reading Essentials
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Mini Glossary

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

What do you think

earthquake: the vibrations in the ground that result 
from movement along breaks in Earth’s 
lithosphere

epicenter: the location on Earth’s surface directly 
above an earthquake’s focus

fault: a break in Earth’s lithosphere where one block 
of rock moves toward, away from, or past another

focus: a location inside Earth where rocks first move 
along a fault, starting seismic waves

primary wave: a seismic wave, also called a P-
wave, that causes particles in the ground to move 
in a push-pull motion similar to a coiled spring

secondary wave: a seismic wave, also called an S-
wave, that causes particles to move up and down at 
right angles relative to the direction the wave travels

seismic wave: energy that travels as vibrations on 
and in Earth

seismogram: a graphical illustration of seismic 
waves

seismologist (size MAH luh just): a scientist who 
studies earthquakes

seismometer (size MAH muh ter): an instrument 
that measures and records ground motion and 
can be used to determine the distance seismic 
waves travel

surface wave: a seismic wave that causes particles 
in the ground to move up and down in a rolling 
motion

1.  Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence that describes how 
primary waves differ from secondary waves.

 2. Circle the set of arrows that shows how rock moves at a strike-slip fault.

 3. What three measurements are used by scientists to locate an earthquake’s epicenter?

  

Strike-Slip Fault

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.

END OF 
LESSON

Reading Essentials Earthquakes and Volcanoes  315
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 What causes earthquakes and volcanic eruptions?

Earthquakes and Volcanoes
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Before You Read 
Before you read the chapter, think about what you know about earthquakes and volcanoes. In the first 
column, write three things you already know about these natural events. In the second column, record 
three things that you would like to learn more about. When you have completed the chapter, think about 
what you have learned and complete the What I Learned column.

Lesson 1 Lesson 2

NEW
earthquake

fault

seismic wave

focus

epicenter

primary wave

secondary wave

surface wave

seismologist

seismometer

seismogram

REVIEW
plate boundary

convergent

NEW 
volcano

magma

lava

hot spot

shield volcano

composite volcano

cinder cone

volcanic ash

viscosity

ACADEMIC

dissolve

Chapter Vocabulary

K

What I Know

W

What I Want to Learn

L

What I Learned
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Lesson 1

Scan Lesson 1. In your Science Journal, write three questions that you have about earthquakes. 
Try to answer your questions as you read.
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Define earthquakes.

 

 

Summarize the distribution of earthquakes on Earth.

 

 

Categorize information about the relationship between 
earthquake e vents and plate boundaries.

Boundary 

Type

Depth of 

Earthquake

Other Details

Convergent 

boundaries

Divergent 

boundaries

Convergent 

boundaries 

involving two 

continents

Illustrate rock deformation, and write a short description of how 
this process works .

Drawing Description

What are earthquakes?

I found this on page 
 .

Where do earthquakes 

occur?

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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Describe each type of fau lt. 

Type of 

Fault
Description Location

Strike-slip

Normal 

Reverse

 Distinguish between an  earthquake’s focus and its epicenter.

 

 

 

Compare the 3 types of seismic waves. Provide at le ast three details 
about each type .

Type of 

Fault

Description

Primary 

waves

(P-waves)

Secondary 

waves

(S-waves)

Surface 

waves

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

Seismic Waves

I found this on page 
 .
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Lesson 1 | Earthquakes (continued)
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Identify what scientists have discovered about Earth’s interior by 
studying seismic waves. 

Inner and outer core: 

 

 

Mantle: 

 

  

Distinguish between a seismometer and a seismogram.

Seismometer Seismogram

S equence the steps followed i n locating an  earthquake’s 
epicen ter.

  Find the arrival time difference.

Determine the  between the appearance 

of the first  and the first  on 

the seismogram.

  Find the distance to the epicenter.

Use a  to determine . Find the 

time difference on the . Read the distance from the 

epicenter on the .

  Plot the distance on the map.

Draw a  around the seismometer location so that all 

points are the same distance from the station determined in Step 2. 

Repeat these steps for at least  more seismometer 

locations. The epicenter is 

.

Mapping Earth’s Interior

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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Lesson 1 | Earthquakes (continued)
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Compare and contrast the Richter magnitude scale, the moment 
magnitude scale, and the Modified Mercalli scale.

Richter Magnitude Scale

  The scale uses the amount of 

at a given  from an earthquake 

to determine  .

All

  Measure the size, or intensity, of 

an earthquake

 Moment Magnitude Scale

     Measures the 

  

released by an earthquake; 

energy released depends on:

1. t he size of the  ;

2.  the  that 

occurs;

3.  the

of the rocks.

Modified Mercalli Scale

  Measures the  

 that 

results from 

   Determined based on

  Scale ranges from  

to 

Record four indicators that seismologists use to determine 
earthquake risk.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Determining Earthquake 

Magnitude

I found this on page 
 .

  Explain why two different earthq uakes with the same Richter magnitude scale 
readings could have very different Modified Mercalli scale numbers. 

 

 

 

I found this on page 
 .

 

316_320_MIS_G8_C10_SN_L1_684068.320   320316_320_MIS_G8_C10_SN_L1_684068.320   320 8/29/17   8:52:55 AM8/29/17   8:52:55 AM



C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
tio

n.

What do you think? Read the three statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

4. Volcanoes can erupt anywhere on Earth.

5. Volcanic eruptions are rare.

6.  Volcanic eruptions only affect people and 

places close to the volcano.

What is a volcano?
A volcano is a vent in Earth’s crust through which melted—or 

molten—rock flows. Molten rock below Earth’s surface is called 
magma. Have you heard of some famous volcanoes such as Mount 
St. Helens, Kilauea, or Mount Pinatubo? All of these volcanoes 
have erupted within the last 30 years. Volcanoes exist in many 
places around the world. Some places have more volcanoes than 
others. 

How do volcanoes form?
Volcanic eruptions constantly shape Earth’s surface. They can 

form large mountains, create new crust, and destroy anything in 
their path. Scientists have learned that the movement of Earth’s 
tectonic plates causes volcanoes to form and to erupt.

Convergent Boundaries

Volcanoes can form along convergent plate boundaries. When 
two plates collide, the denser plate sinks, or subducts, into the hot 
mantle. The thermal energy below the surface and fluids driven off 
the subducting plate melt the mantle and form magma. Magma is 
less dense than the mantle and rises through cracks in the crust. 
This forms a volcano. Molten rock that erupts onto Earth’s 
surface is called lava.

Key Concepts  

• How do volcanoes form?

• What factors contribute 

to the eruption style of a 

volcano?

• How are volcanoes 

classified?

Make Flash Cards Think 

of a quiz question for each 

paragraph. Write the 

question on one side of a 

flash card. Write the answer 

on the other side. Work 

with a partner to quiz each 

other using the flash cards.

Reading Check

1. Define What is 

magma? 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes

Volcanoes

LESSON 2

CHAPTER 10
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Divergent Boundaries

Lava also erupts along divergent plate boundaries. As the plates 
spread apart, magma rises through the vent or opening between 
them. More than 60 percent of all eruptions occur at divergent 
plate boundaries along mid-ocean ridges. There, the lava forms 
new oceanic crust.

Hot Spots

Not all volcanoes form on or near plate boundaries. Volcanoes 
that are not associated with plate boundaries are called 
hot spots. Geologists hypothesize that hot spots form above a 
rising current of hot mantle materials, called a plume.

Plumes do not move. As shown in the figure below, a volcano 
forms as a tectonic plate moves over the plume. As the moving 
plate carries a volcano away from the hot spot, the volcano 
becomes dormant, or inactive. As the plate continues to move, a 
chain of volcanoes forms. The oldest volcano will be the farthest 
away from the hot spot. The youngest volcano will be directly 
above the hot spot. 

  Key Concept Check

2. Explain How do 

volcanoes form?

 

 

 

Visual Check

3. Interpret As a hot 

spot forms a chain of 

volcanoes, what moves and 

what does not move?

 

 

 

Reading Check

4. Locate Where is the 

Ring of Fire? 

Where do volcanoes form?
The figure on the next page shows the world’s active volcanoes. 

Notice that most volcanoes are close to plate boundaries.

Ring of Fire

In the figure, notice that volcanoes form a ring around most of 
the Pacific Ocean. Because of its earthquake and volcanic activity, 
the area surrounding the Pacific Ocean has earned the name Ring 
of Fire. 

322  Earthquakes and Volcanoes Reading Essentials

321_324_MIS_G8_C10_RE_L2_684068.322   322321_324_MIS_G8_C10_RE_L2_684068.322   322 8/29/17   8:53:11 AM8/29/17   8:53:11 AM



C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
tio

n.

Volcanoes in the United States

The United States has 60 active volcanoes. Most are part of the 
Ring of Fire. Alaska, Hawaii, Washington, Oregon, and northern 
California all have active volcanoes. Mount Redoubt in Alaska is 
an active volcano. Mount St. Helens in Washington is also an active 
volcano. It exploded with a violent eruption in 1980.

The United States Geological Survey (USGS) operates volcano 
observatories. Because many people live near volcanoes, scientists 
monitor earthquake activity, changes in the shape of volcanoes, 
and gas emissions. Scientists also study the history of past eruptions 
to determine the possibility of future eruptions.

Types of Volcanoes
Scientists classify volcanoes based on the shape and size of the 

volcano. The magma composition and eruption style of a volcano 
contribute to its shape.

Shield Volcanoes The shield volcanoes are common along 
divergent plate boundaries and oceanic hot spots. They are 
large, with gentle slopes of basaltic lavas.

Composite Volcanoes The composite volcanoes are large, 
steep-sided volcanoes. They result from explosive eruptions of 
andesitic and rhyolitic lava and ash along convergent plate 
boundaries.

Visual Check

5. Locate  the Ring of Fire 

on the map. Highlight it.

Make a pyramid book. 

Inside the pyramid, 

organize your notes about 

the three main types of 

volcanoes.
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Cinder Cones The cinder cones are small, steep-sided 
volcanoes that erupt gas-rich, basaltic lavas. Cinder cones are 
made from mildly explosive eruptions.

 Some volcanoes are classified as supervolcanoes. The Yellowstone 
Caldera in Wyoming is the result of a supervolcano. A large volcanic 
depression formed approximately 630,000 years ago when the 
summit was  blown away during an explosive eruption. 

Volcanic Eruptions
Sometimes magma surfaces and erupts as a lava flow. Other 

times, magma erupts explosively. Explosive eruptions send 
volcanic ash—tiny particles of pulverized volcanic rock and 
glass—high into the atmosphere. An example of an explosive 
eruption is the violent Mount St. Helens eruption in 1980.

Eruption Style

The chemical composition of the magma and the amount of 
dissolved gases in it contribute to the eruption style. The most 
abundant gas dissolved in magma is water vapor.

Magma Chemistry All magmas are made mainly of silica. The 
amount of silica in magma affects magma thickness and viscosity. 
Viscosity is a liquid’s ability to flow.

Magma with a low silica content has low viscosity. It flows 
easily, like warm syrup. When this type of magma erupts, it flows 
as fluid lava. The lava cools, crystallizes, and forms the volcanic 
rock basalt. This type of lava commonly erupts along mid-ocean 
ridges and at oceanic hot spots, such as Hawaii.

Magma with a high silica content has high viscosity. It flows 
like sticky toothpaste. This type of magma forms when rocks high 
in silica content melt. The volcanic rocks andesite and rhyolite 
form when high silica magma erupts from subduction zones and 
continental hot spots. 

Dissolved Gases All magmas contain dissolved gases—mainly 
water vapor and small amounts of carbon dioxide and sulfur 
dioxide. As magma moves toward the surface, pressure from the 
weight of the rock above decreases. As the pressure decreases, the 
gases can no longer stay dissolved in the magma. Bubbles begin to 
form. As the magma continues to rise, the bubbles get larger and 
the gas begins to escape. But gases cannot easily escape from lava 
with high viscosity. The combination of high-viscosity lava and 
large gas bubbles often results in explosive eruptions.

 ACADEMIC 

VOCABULARY
dissolve
(verb) to cause to disperse 
or disappear 

 Key Concept Check

 7. Specify What factors 

affect the eruption style of 

a volcano?

 Key Concept Check

6. Summarize What 

determines the shape of a 

volcano?
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Effects of Volcanic Eruptions

Lava flows, ash fall, mudflows, and pyroclastic flows from volcanic 
eruptions can affect all life on Earth. Erupted materials enrich rock 
and soil with nutrients and help regulate climate. However, eruptions 
also destroy and kill.

Lava Flows Lava flows move so slowly that they are rarely 
deadly. But lava flows do cause damage. People living near 
Mount Etna in Sicily, Italy, flee its frequent eruptions.

Ash Fall Explosive eruptions can spew volcanic ash high into the 
air. Recall that ash is a mixture of particles of pulverized rock and 
glass. Ash can cause airplane engines to stop in mid-flight. Ash in 
the air can cause breathing problems. Large quantities of ash can 
affect climate by blocking sunlight and cooling Earth’s atmosphere.

Mudflows The thermal energy produced during an eruption can 
melt snow and ice on a volcano’s summit. This meltwater can then 
mix with mud and ash on the mountain to form mudflows. 
Mudflows, also called lahars, can sweep down the mountainside 
and bury everything below.

Pyroclastic Flow Explosive volcanoes can produce pyroclastic (pi 
roh KLAS tihk) flows—avalanches of hot gas, ash, and rock. These 
flows can travel at speeds of more than 100 km/h and reach 
temperatures above 1,000°C. A pyroclastic flow from Mount St. 
Helens killed 58 people.

Predicting Volcanic Eruptions

Volcanic eruptions can be predicted. Geologists study changes 
that could signal a brewing eruption. Moving magma can deform 
ground features, change a volcano’s shape, or set off a series of 
earthquakes called an earthquake swarm. A volcano might emit 
more gas before it erupts. Ground and surface water near the 
volcano can become more acidic. Geologists study these events and 
photographs from airplanes and satellites to assess the danger.

Volcanic Eruptions and Climate 

Change
Volcanic eruptions can affect climate. Ash in the atmosphere 

blocks sunlight. High-altitude winds can move ash around the 
world. Also, sulfur-dioxide gas released from a volcano forms 
sulfuric acid droplets in the atmosphere. These droplets reflect 
sunlight back into space. Global temperatures decrease as less 
sunlight reaches Earth’s surface. 

 8. Define What are 

lahars?

9. Analyze Why are 

pyroclastic flows so 

dangerous?

 Key Concept Check

10. Determine How do 

volcanic eruptions affect 

climate?
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Mini Glossary

cinder cone: a small, steep-sided volcano that 
erupts gas-rich, basaltic lava

composite volcano: a large, steep-sided volcano 
that results from explosive eruptions of andesitic 
and rhyolitic lava and ash along convergent plate 
boundaries

hot spot: a volcano that is not associated with plate 
boundaries

lava: molten rock that erupts onto Earth’s surface

 magma: molten rock below Earth’s surface

shield volcano: a large volcano with gentle slopes 
of basaltic lava that is common along divergent 
plate boundaries and oceanic hot spots

viscosity: a liquid’s ability to flow

volcanic ash: tiny particles of pulverized volcanic 
rock and glass

volcano: a vent in Earth’s crust through which melted—
or molten—rock flows

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence that describes how 
the flow of a liquid with low viscosity differs from the flow of a liquid with high viscosity.

2. The diagram below lists the content of the magma in a volcano. Describe the eruption  style that 
this volcano would probably have.

3. Did flash cards help you learn about volcanoes? On the lines below, list two facts that you learned 
from your partner’s flash cards.

  

Content of the Magma:

• High silica content

• Large amount of dissolved gases

Eruption Style:

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

END OF 
LESSON

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Lesson 2

Predict three facts that will be discussed in Lesson 2 after reading the headings. Record your 
predictions in your Science Journal.
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Define  volcano. Include in your definition the term for the molten 
rock beneath Earth’s surface.

 

 

 

Identify the cause of the formation of volcanoes.

Cause: Effect:

formation of

volcanoes and the

eruptions that result

 Sketch the movement of plates where  volcanoes occur. 

Area Sketch
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What is a volcano?

I found this on page 
 .

How do volcanoes form?

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

 I found this on page 
 .
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Identify the location of most of the world’s active volcanoes. 

Explain the relationship between the Ring of Fire, volcanoes, and 
plate boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

Record 4 factors that scientists monitor to determine the likelihood 
of a volcanic eruption. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

I dentify the 2 characteristics scientists use to classify 
volcanoes.

 1.    2. 

Model the shapes and sizes of the 3 types of volcanoes. Label 
your drawings.

Where do 

volcanoes form?

 I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

Types of Volcanoes

I found this on page 
 .
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 Identify 3 factors that affect eruption style.

Factors That

affect eruption

style

Distinguish among magmas with different silica content.

Silica 
Content

Viscosity
Where these eruptions 
commonly occur

Low

High

Intermediate

Sequence steps that lead to explosive eruptions as dissolved 
gases escape from magma.

  Magma moves toward the surface.  

caused by overlying rock  . The ability 

of gases to stay dissolved also  .

 begin to form. As the magma rises, 

the  become , and gas 

begins to  .

 It is more difficult for bubbles to escape from 

 lavas. This combination 

can result in  eruptions.

I found this on page 
 .

Volcanic Eruptions

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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 Describe four effects of volcanic activity.

Activity Effects

Lava flows

Ash fall

Mudflows

Pyroclastic 

flow

Identify the effect of volcanic eruptions on climate. 

occurs, emitting

and , 

which forms tiny sulfuric

acid droplets in the 

.

Ash and droplets

sunlight

, which causes

a in

.

Cause: Effect:

   

   The Cascade Range in the northwestern United States has many volcanoes, 
including Mount St. Helens. These mountains are at a convergent plate boundary. Identify the 
type of volcano you would most expect to find in the Cascade Range and the nature of its 
eruptions.

Volcanic Eruptions and 

Climate Change

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

325_331_MIS_G8_C10_SN_L1_684068.330   330325_331_MIS_G8_C10_SN_L1_684068.330   330 8/29/17   8:54:04 AM8/29/17   8:54:04 AM



C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 E
du

ca
tio

n.

Sources of Energy
Think about all the times you use energy in one day. You use it 

for electricity, transportation, and other needs. That is one reason 
it is important to know where energy comes from and how much is 
available for humans to use.

Energy comes from nonrenewable and renewable sources. Most 
energy in the United States comes from nonrenewable resources. 
Nonrenewable resources are resources that are used faster 
than they can be replaced by natural processes. Fossil fuels, 
such as coal and oil, and uranium, which is used in nuclear 
reactions, are nonrenewable energy resources.

Renewable resources are resources that can be replaced by 
natural processes in a relatively short amount of time. The Sun’s 
energy, also called solar energy, is a renewable energy resource. 
Others are wind, water, geothermal, and biomass. You will read 
more about renewable energy resources in Lesson 2. 

Nonrenewable Energy Resources
You might turn on a lamp so you can read, turn on a heater to 

stay warm, or ride the bus to school. In the United States, the energy 
you use to power lamps, heat houses, and run vehicles probably 
comes from nonrenewable energy resources, such as fossil fuels.

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

1.  Nonrenewable energy resources include 

fossil fuels and uranium.

2.  Energy use in the United States is lower 

than in other countries.

Key Concepts  

• What are the main 

sources of nonrenewable 

energy?

• What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of 

using nonrenewable 

energy resources?

• How can individuals help 

manage nonrenewable 

resources wisely?

Sticky Notes As you read, 

use sticky notes to mark 

information that you do not 

understand. Read the text 

carefully a second time. If 

you still need help, write a 

list of questions to ask your 

teacher. 

  Key Concept Check

1. Name What are the 

main nonrenewable energy 

resources?

Natural Resources

Energy Resources

LESSON 1

CHAPTER 13
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Fossil Fuels

Coal, oil (also called petroleum), and natural gas are fossil fuels. 
They are nonrenewable because they form over millions of years. 

The fossil fuels used today formed from the remains of 
prehistoric organisms. The decayed remains of these organisms were 
buried by layers of sediment and changed chemically by extreme 
temperatures and pressure. 

The type of fossil fuel that formed depended on three factors:

•  the type of organic matter

•  the temperature and pressure

•  the length of time the organic matter was buried 

Coal Earth was very different 300 million years ago, when the coal 
used today began forming. Plants, such as ferns and trees, grew in 
prehistoric swamps. As shown in the figure below, the first step of 
coal formation occurred when those plants died.

Bacteria, extreme temperatures, and pressure acted on the 
plant remains over time. Eventually, a brownish material, called 
peat, formed. 

Peat can be used as a fuel. However, peat contains moisture and 
produces a lot of smoke when it burns. As shown in the figure 
below, peat eventually can change into harder and harder types of 
coal. The hardest coal, anthracite, contains the most carbon per 
unit of volume and burns most efficiently.

Reading Check

 2. Identify Where do the 

fossil fuels come from?

 

 

 

Reading Check

3. State  the factors that 

determine which type of 

fossil fuel forms.

 

 

 

 

Visual Check

4. Locate Circle the layer 

that is the hardest type of 

coal called anthracite. 

Coal Formation
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Oil and Natural Gas Like coal, the oil and natural gas used 
today formed millions of years ago. The process that formed oil 
and natural gas is similar to the process that formed coal. 
However, oil and natural gas formation involves different types of 
organisms. 

Scientists theorize that oil and natural gas formed from the 
remains of microscopic marine organisms called plankton. The 
plankton died and fell to the ocean floor. There, layers of sediment 
buried their remains. Bacteria decomposed the organic matter, and 
then pressure and extreme temperatures acted on the sediments. 
During this process, thick, liquid oil formed first. If the temperature 
and pressure were great enough, natural gas formed.

Most oil and natural gas formed where forces within Earth 
folded and tilted thick rock layers. Hundreds of meters of 
sediments and rock layers often covered oil and natural gas. 
However, oil and natural gas were less dense than these layers. As 
a result, oil and natural gas began to rise to the surface by passing 
through the pores, or small holes, in rocks. 

As shown in the figure below, oil and natural gas eventually 
reached layers of rock through which they could not pass, or 
impermeable rock layers. Deposits of oil and natural gas formed 
under these impermeable rocks. The less-dense natural gas settled 
on top of the denser oil. 

Oil and Natural Gas

Reading Check

 5. Explain How is coal 

formation different from oil 

formation?

Visual Check

6. Summarize What 

prevents oil and natural gas 

from rising to the surface?

Make a three-tab book to 

compare and contrast the 

use of fossil fuels and 

nuclear energy.

Reading Essentials Natural Resources  403

401_408_MIS_G8_C13_RE_L1_684068.403   403401_408_MIS_G8_C13_RE_L1_684068.403   403 8/29/17   5:14:31 PM8/29/17   5:14:31 PM



C
opyright ©

 M
cG

raw
-H

ill Education.

Advantages of Fossil Fuels

Fossil fuels store chemical energy. Burning fossil fuels 
transforms this energy. The steps involved in changing chemical 
energy in fossil fuels into electric energy are fairly easy and direct. 
This process is one advantage of using these nonrenewable 
resources. 

Fossil fuels are also relatively inexpensive and easy to transport. 
Coal is often transported by trains. Oil is transported by pipelines or 
large ships called tankers. 

Disadvantages of Fossil Fuels 

Although fossil fuels provide energy, using them has some 
disadvantages.

Limited Supply One disadvantage of using fossil fuels is that 
they are nonrenewable. No one knows for sure when supplies 
will be gone. Scientists estimate that at current rates of 
consumption, known reserves of oil will last only another 50 years.

Habitat Disruption In addition to being nonrenewable, the 
process of obtaining fossil fuels disturbs environments. Coal comes 
from underground mines or strip mines. Oil and natural gas come 
from wells drilled into Earth. 

Mines in particular disturb habitats. Strip-mining involves 
removing layers of soil and rock to reach the coal. Forests can 
become fragmented, or broken into areas of trees that are no 
longer connected. Fragmentation can negatively affect birds and 
other organisms that live in forests. 

Pollution Another disadvantage of using fossil fuels as an energy 
resource is pollution. For example, runoff from coal mines can 
pollute soil and water. Oil spills from tankers can harm organisms 
such as birds.

Pollution also occurs when fossil fuels are used. Burning fossil 
fuels releases chemicals into the atmosphere. These chemicals 
react in the presence of sunlight and produce a brownish haze. 

This haze can cause respiratory problems, particularly in young 
children. The chemicals also can react with water in the 
atmosphere and make rain and snow more acidic. The acidic 
precipitation can change the chemistry of soil and water and harm 
living organisms. 

7. Discuss What is the 

advantage of transporting 

oil by pipelines and 

tankers?

Reading Check

8. State How much 

longer are known oil 

reserves predicted to last?

 

 Key Concept Check

9. Describe What is 

one advantage and one 

disadvantage of using fossil 

fuels?
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Nuclear Energy

Atoms are too small to be seen with the unaided eye. Even 
though they are small, atoms can release large amounts of energy. 

Energy released from atomic reactions is called nuclear 

energy. Stars release nuclear energy by fusing atoms. The type of 
nuclear energy used on Earth involves a different process. 

Nuclear Fission  Nuclear power plants, such as the one shown in 
the figure below, produce electricity using nuclear fission. This 
process splits atoms. 

The nuclear fission process begins when uranium atoms are 
placed into fuel rods. Neutrons are aimed at the rods and hit the 
uranium atoms. 

When hit, each atom splits and releases two to three neutrons 
and thermal energy. The released neutrons hit other atoms, 
causing a chain reaction of splitting atoms. 

Countless atoms split and release large amounts of thermal 
energy. This energy heats water and changes it to steam. 

The steam turns a turbine connected to a generator. As the 
generator spins, it produces electricity. 

Reading Check

 10. Relate What are the 

steps in nuclear fission?

Visual Check

11. Identify What does 

the nuclear power plant 

produce in the second step 

of the process?

Nuclear Energy
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Advantages and Disadvantages 

of Nuclear Energy

One advantage of using nuclear energy is that a relatively small 
amount of uranium produces a large amount of energy. In 
addition, a well-run nuclear power plant does not pollute the air, 
the soil, or the water. 

However, using nuclear energy has disadvantages. Nuclear 
power plants use a nonrenewable resource—uranium—for fuel. In 
addition, the chain reaction in the nuclear reactor must be 
monitored carefully. If not controlled, a nuclear reactor can release 
harmful radioactive substances into the environment. 

The waste materials from nuclear power plants are highly 
radioactive and dangerous to living organisms. The waste materials 
remain dangerous for thousands of years. Storing them safely is 
important for the environment and for public health. 

Managing Nonrenewable 

Energy Sources
As shown in the table below, fossil fuels and nuclear energy 

provide about 93 percent of U.S. energy. Because these sources 
eventually will be gone, we must understand how to manage and 
conserve them. This is particularly important because energy usage 
in the United States is higher than in other countries. Although 
only about 4.5 percent of the world’s population lives in the United 
States, people in the U.S. use more than 22 percent of the world’s 
total energy.

Sources of Energy Used 

in the United States in 2007

Source Percentage

Oil 40

Natural gas 23

Coal 22

Nuclear power  8

Biomass 3.5

Hydroelectric 2.5

Solar, geothermal, and wind 1

 Reading Check

 12. Name  two advantages 

of using nuclear energy.

 

 

 

 

Reading Check

13. Explain Why is it 

important to control a chain 

 reaction?

 

 

 

 

Interpreting Tables

14. State Which energy 

source is used most in the 

United States?
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Management Solutions

Mined land must be reclaimed. Reclamation is a process in 
which mined land must be recovered with soil and replanted 
with vegetation. 

Laws also help ensure that mining and drilling take place in an 
environmentally safe manner. In the United States, the Clean Air 
Act limits the amount of pollutants that can be released into the 
air. In addition, the U.S. Atomic Energy Act and the Energy Policy 
Act include regulations that protect people from nuclear emissions.

What You Can Do

Have you ever heard of vampire energy? Vampire energy is the 
energy used by appliances and other electronic equipment, such as 
microwave ovens, washing machines, televisions, and computers. 
These items use electricity 24 hours a day. 

Even when turned off, these appliances still consume energy. 
They consume about 5 percent of the energy used each year. You 
can conserve energy by unplugging DVD players, printers, and 
other appliances when they are not in use.

You also can walk or ride your bike to help conserve energy. 
And, you can use renewable energy resources, which you will read 
about in the next lesson. 

Reading Check

15. Define What is 

vampire energy?

 Key Concept Check

16. Describe How 

can you help manage 

nonrenewable resources 

wisely?

ACADEMIC 

VOCABULARY
regulation
(noun) a rule dealing with proce-
dures, such as safety
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Mini Glossary

nonrenewable resource: a resource that is used 
faster than it can be replaced by natural 
processes

nuclear energy: energy released from atomic 
reactions

reclamation: a process in which mined land must be 
recovered with soil and replanted with vegetation

renewable resource: a resource that can be 
replaced by natural processes in a relatively short 
amount of time

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence that describes the 
importance of reclamation.

2. Fill in the diagram below to show the disadvantages of using fossil fuels.

3. Distinguish between nonrenewable and renewable resources.

Disadvantages of 

Fossil Fuels

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

END OF 
LESSON

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Natural Resources

  Why is it important to manage natural resources 

wisely?
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Before You Read
Before you read the chapter, think about what you know about natural resources. Record your ideas in the 
first column. Pair with a partner, and discuss his or her thoughts. Write those ideas in the second column. 
Then record what you both would like to share with the class in the third column.

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4

NEW
nonrenewable 

resource

renewable resource

nuclear energy

reclamation

ACADEMIC

regulation

NEW
solar energy

wind farm

hydroelectric power

geothermal energy

biomass energy

NEW
ore

deforestation

REVIEW

runoff

NEW 
photochemical smog

acid precipitation

Chapter Vocabulary

Think Pair Share
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Lesson 1 Energy Resources

Predict three facts that will be discussed in Lesson 1 after reading the headings. Record your 
predictions in your Science Journal.
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I found this on page 
 .

Contrast sources of energy. 

Source Nonrenewable Renewable

Definition

Examples

Organize information about fossil fuels.

Fossil 

Fuels

Kind of resource: Three types:

•

•

•

Formation depends on:

Sequence the steps in the formation of coal.

Plants grow 

and then 

die in 

prehistoric 

swamps.

Bacteria   

and high 

temperature 

and 

pressure 

form

 .

 is 

covered by 

more sediment 

and 

compacted 

over time to 

form  .

Sources of Energy

I found this on page 
 .

Nonrenewable Energy 

Resources

I found this on page 
 .
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Order the steps in formation of oil and natural gas.

Plankton 

die and fall 

to the 

ocean floor.

Bacteria 

decomposes 

the material; 

pressure 

and high 

temperature 

form 

 .

Greater 

temperature 

and pressure 

form 

 .

Assess advantages and disadvantages of using fossil fuels. 

Advantages Disadvantages

•

•

•

•

•

•

Sequence the steps that occur in a nuclear power plant. Use the 
word(s) in parentheses in your explanation.

(uranium, fuel rods) 

(neutrons, fission) 

(chain reaction) 

(thermal energy) 

(turbine, generator) 

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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Managing 

Nonrenewable Energy 

Resources

I found this on page 
 .

  If you were choosing to move to a new town based on energy management, 
what kind of power plant would you look for to produce your electricity? Why?

Assess advantages and disadvantages of nuclear energy.

Advantages Disadvantages

•

•

•

•

•

Contrast the population of the United States with its percentage of 
the world’s energy usage.

Percent of the world’s population: 

Percent of the world’s energy use: 

Explain reclamation.

 

 

Identify three ways individuals can help manage nonrenewable 
resource usage wisely.

What You Can Do 

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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Renewable Energy Resources
The Sun and wind are renewable resources. Renewable 

resources come from natural processes that have been happening 
for billions of years and will continue to happen.

Solar Energy

Solar energy is energy from the Sun. Solar cells, such as those 
in watches and calculators, capture light energy and transform it to 
electric energy. Solar power plants can generate electricity for large 
areas. They transform energy in sunlight, which then turns 
turbines connected to generators. Some people use active solar 
energy in their homes. Solar panels gather and store solar energy 
to heat water and homes. Passive solar energy uses design 
elements that capture energy in sunlight. An example of passive 
solar energy is windows on the south side of a house that can let in 
sunlight to help heat a room.

Wind Energy

Have you ever dropped papers outside and had them scattered 
by the wind? If so, you experienced wind energy. This renewable 
resource has been used since ancient times to sail boats and to 
turn windmills. Today, wind turbines can produce electricity on a 
large scale. A group of wind turbines that produce electricity is 
called a wind farm. 

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

3.  Renewable energy resources do not pollute 

the environment.

4.  Burning organic material can produce 

electricity.

Key Concepts  

• What are the main 

sources of renewable 

energy?

• What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of 

using renewable energy 

resources?

• What can individuals do 

to encourage the use of 

renewable energy 

resources?

Make an Outline Summarize 

the information in the 

lesson by making an 

outline. Use the main 

headings in the lesson as 

the main headings in your 

outline. Use your outline to 

review the lesson.

Reading Check

1. Explain How is wind 

energy a renewable 

resource?

Natural Resources

Renewable Energy Resources

LESSON 2

CHAPTER 13
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Water Energy

Like wind energy, flowing water has been used as an energy 
source since ancient times. Today, water energy produces 
electricity using different methods, such as hydroelectric power 
and tidal power. 

Hydroelectric Power Electricity produced by flowing water is 
called hydroelectric power. To produce hydroelectric power, 
humans build a dam across a powerful river. The figure below 
shows how flowing water is used to produce electricity.

 Reading Check

3. State Which areas can 

produce tidal power?

 

 

 

Visual Check

2. Describe How is the 

water in the reservoir used 

to produce electricity?

 

 

 

 In a hydroelectric power plant, stored energy of the water 
changes into kinetic energy as it flows downhill. The energy of the 
flowing water turns a turbine that is connected to a generator. The 
generator produces electricity as it spins.

Tidal Power Coastal areas that have great differences between 
high and low tides can be a source of tidal power. Water flows 
across turbines as the tide comes in during high tides and as it 
goes out during low tides. The flowing water turns turbines 
connected to generators that produce electricity. 

Geothermal Energy

Earth’s core is nearly as hot as the Sun’s surface. This thermal 
energy flows outward to Earth’s surface. Thermal energy from 
Earth’s interior is called geothermal energy.

Hydroelectric Plant

414  Natural Resources Reading Essentials
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 Geothermal energy can be used to heat homes and generate 
electricity in power plants, such as the one shown in the figure 
above. People drill wells to reach hot, dry rocks or bodies of 
magma. The thermal energy from the hot rocks or magma heats 
water that makes steam. The steam turns turbines connected to 
generators that produce electricity.

Biomass Energy

Since humans first lit fires for warmth and cooking, biomass 
has been an energy source. Biomass energy is energy produced 
by burning organic matter, such as wood, food scraps, and 
alcohol.

Wood is the most widely used biomass. Industrial wood scraps 
and organic materials, such as grass clippings and food scraps, are 
burned to generate electricity on a large scale. 

Biomass also can be converted into fuels for vehicles. Ethanol is 
made from sugars in plants such as corn. Ethanol often is blended 
with gasoline. This reduces the amount of oil used to make the 
gasoline. Adding ethanol to gasoline also reduces the amount of 
carbon monoxide and other pollutants released by vehicles. 

Another renewable fuel, biodiesel, is made from vegetable oils 
and fats. It emits few pollutants and is the fastest-growing 
renewable fuel in the United States. 

Reading Check

 5. State What is the most 

widely used biomass?

 Key Concept Check

6. Describe What are 

the main sources of 

renewable energy?

Geothermal Plant

Visual Check

4. Summarize How 

does steam create 

electricity?
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Advantages and Disadvantages 

of Renewable Resources
A big advantage of using renewable energy resources is that 

they can be replaced. They will be available for millions of years to 
come. In addition, renewable energy resources produce less 
pollution than fossil fuels.

Using renewable resources has certain disadvantages, however. 
Some are costly or limited to certain areas. For example, large-scale 
geothermal plants are limited to areas with tectonic activity. Recall 
that tectonic activity involves the movement of Earth’s plates. The 
table below lists the advantages and disadvantages of using 
renewable energy resources. 

 Key Concept Check

7. Relate What are some 

advantages and 

disadvantages of using 

renewable energy 

resources?

 

 

 

 

Interpreting Tables

8. State   the advantages 

and disadvantages of 

biomass energy.

 

 

Managing Renewable Energy 

Resources
Renewable energy currently meets only 7 percent of U.S. 

energy needs. Most renewable energy comes from biomass. Solar 
energy, wind energy, and geothermal energy meet only a small 
percentage of U.S. energy needs. 

Renewable Resources—Advantages and Disadvantages

Renewable Resource Advantages Disadvantages

Solar energy • nonpolluting

• available in the United 

States

•  less energy produced on cloudy days

• no energy produced at night

• high cost of solar cells

•  requires a large surface area to collect and 

produce energy on a large scale

Wind energy • nonpolluting

• relatively inexpensive

• available in the United 

States

•  large-scale use limited to areas with strong, 

steady winds

•  best sites for wind farms are far from urban 

areas and transmission lines

• potential impact on bird populations

Water energy • nonpolluting

• available in the United 

States

•  large-scale use limited to areas with fast-flowing 

rivers or great tidal differences

• negative impact on aquatic ecosystems

•  production of electricity affected by long peri-

ods of little or no rainfall

Geothermal energy • produces little pollution

• available in the United 

States

•  large-scale use limited to tectonically active areas

•  habitat destruction from drilling to build a power 

plant

Biomass energy •  reduces amount of organic 

material discarded in landfills

•  available in the United 

States

•  air pollution results from burning some forms of 

biomass

•  less energy efficient than fossil fuels; costly to 

transport
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Sources of Renewable Energy Resources 

Used in the United States

Energy Resource Percent

Biomass 53%

Hydroelectric 36%

Wind 5%

Geothermal 5%

Solar 1%

The table above shows the percentages of renewable energy 
resources used in the United States. Some states are passing laws 
that require the state’s power companies to produce a percentage of 
electricity using renewable resources. Management of renewable 
resources often focuses on encouraging their use. 

Management Solutions

The U.S. government has begun programs to encourage use of 
renewable resources. In 2009, billions of dollars were granted to 
the U.S. Department of Energy’s Office of Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy for renewable energy research and programs that reduce 
the use of fossil fuels. 

What You Can Do

You  might be too young to own a house or a car, but you can 
help educate others about renewable energy resources. You can talk 
with your family about ways to use renewable energy at home. You 
can participate in a renewable energy fair at school. As a 
consumer, you also can make a difference by buying products that 
are made using renewable energy resources. 

Interpreting Tables

9. Interpret Wind 

accounts for  what 

percentage of the 

renewable energy 

resources used in the 

United States? 

  Key Concept Check

10. Describe What can 

you do to encourage the 

use of renewable energy 

resources?

Make a vertical, five-tab 

book to identify the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

alternative fuels.
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Mini Glossary

biomass energy: energy produced by burning organic 
matter, such as wood, food scraps, and alcohol

geothermal energy: thermal energy from Earth’s 
interior

hydroelectric power: electricity produced by 
flowing water

solar energy: energy from the Sun

wind farm: a group of wind turbines that produce 
electricity

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence discussing a 
disadvantage of solar energy.

2. Use what you have learned about renewable energy sources to complete the diagram. 

biomass

Source:

Source: the Sun’s energy

Source:

geothermal

Source:
Sou rce: movement of riv-

ers and tides

Renewable

Energy

END OF 
LESSON

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Lesson 2 Renewable Energy Resources

Scan Lesson 2. Read the lesson titles and bold words. Look at the pictures. Identify three facts you 
discovered about renewable energy resources. Record your facts in your Science Journal.
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Renewable Energy 

Resources

    

Describe how people make use of renewable energy.

Type Description of Its Use

Solar energy

Wind energy 

(Wind farms)

Hydroelectric 

power

Tidal power

Geothermal 

energy

Biomass 

energy

Classify renewable energy resources by their advantages.

Advantage Renewable Resources

Nonpolluting

Available in the 

United States

 

Relatively 

inexpensive

Produces little 

pollution

Reduces organic 

material in landfills

Advantages and 

Disadvantages of 

Renewable Resources

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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 Managing Renewable 

Energy Resources

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

Categorize renewable resources by their disadvantages.  

• affected by long periods of no rainfall

• negative impact on aquatic ecosystems

•  limited to areas with fast-flowing rivers or great 

tidal differences

• air pollution

• less efficient than fossil fuels

• best sites are far from urban areas

• limited to areas with strong, steady wind

• potential impact on bird populations

• habitat disruption from drilling

• limited to tectonically active areas

• high cost

• less energy produced on cloudy days

• no energy produced at night

• requires large surface area

Evaluate proportions of energy resources in the United States.

Nonrenewable

 %

Renewable

 %

Identify one way to encourage use of renewable energy resources.I found this on page 
 .

  How does the turbine enable us to use renewable energy resources? 
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Land as a Resource
A natural resource is something from Earth that living 

organisms use to meet their needs. People use soil for growing 
crops, harvest wood from forests, and mine minerals from the 
land. In each of these cases, people use land as a natural resource 
to meet their needs. 

Living Space

No matter where you live, you and all living organisms use land 
for living space. Living space includes natural habitats, as well as 
the land on which buildings and streets are built. As shown in the 
table below, cities make up only a small percentage of land use in 
the United States. Most land is used for agriculture, grasslands, 
and forests. 

Land Use in the United States

Type of Use Percent

Agriculture 20%

Grassland and pasture 26%

Forest 29%

Miscellaneous 22%

Urban  3%

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

5.  Cities cover most of the land in the United 

States.

6.  Minerals form over millions of years.

Key Concepts  

• Why is land considered a 

resource?

• What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of 

using land as a resource?

• How can individuals help 

manage land resources 

wisely?

Building Vocabulary As 

you read, underline the 

words and phrases that you 

do not understand. When 

you finish reading, discuss 

these words and phrases 

with another student or 

your teacher.

 Key Concept Check

1. Explain Why is land 

considered a resource?

Natural Resources

Land Resources

Interpreting Tables 

2. Evaluate What is the 

largest category of land use 

in the United States? 

LESSON 3

CHAPTER 13
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Forests and Agriculture
Forests covered much of the eastern United States in 1650. By 

1920, many of the forests had been cut . Forests have regrown, but 
the new trees are not as tall. Also, the forests are not as complex as 
the original forests. Trees are cut to get wood for fuel, paper 
products, and wood products and to clear land for development 
and agriculture. 

Today, about one-fifth of the land in the United States is used 
for growing crops, and about one-fourth is used for grazing 
livestock. Though the amount of land used for agriculture has 
decreased, crop production has increased in some areas because of 
advances in farming techniques. 

Mineral Resources

Coal, an energy resource, is mined from the land. Certain 
minerals also are mined to make products you use every day. These 
minerals often are called ores. Ores are deposits of minerals that 
are large enough to be mined for a profit. The house in the figure 
below identifies some common items and the mineral resources 
they are made from. 

Visual Check

3. Identify  a mineral 

resource used in the 

production of paint. 

 

 

Mineral Resources

Make a horizontal two-tab 

book to record your notes 

about renewable and 

nonrenewable land 

resources.
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Metallic Mineral Resources Ores such as bauxite and hematite 
are metallic mineral resources. They are used to make metal 
products. The aluminum in automobiles and refrigerators comes 
from bauxite. The iron in nails and faucets comes from hematite.

Nonmetallic Mineral Resources Some mineral resources come 
from nonmetallic mineral resources, such as sand, gravel, gypsum, 
and halite. Other nonmetallic mineral resources are mined. The 
sulfur used in paints and rubber and the fluorite used in paint 
pigments are also nonmetallic mineral resources. 

Advantages and Disadvantages 

of Using Land Resources
Land resources such as soil and forests are widely available and 

easy to access. In addition, crops and trees are renewable. This 
means they can be replanted and grown in a relatively short 
amount of time. These are advantages of using land resources. 
Some land resources, however, are nonrenewable. It can take 
millions of years for minerals to form. This is one disadvantage of 
using land resources. Other disadvantages include deforestation 
and pollution.

Deforestation

Humans sometimes cut forests to clear land for grazing, 
farming, and other uses. Deforestation is the cutting of large 
areas of forests for human activities. It leads to soil erosion and 
loss of animal habitats. In tropical rain forests—complex 
ecosystems that can take hundreds of years to replace—
deforestation is a serious problem.  

Deforestation also can affect global climates. Trees remove 
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere during photosynthesis. When 
large areas of trees are cut down, less photosynthesis occurs. More 
carbon dioxide remains in the atmosphere. Carbon dioxide helps 
trap thermal energy within Earth’s atmosphere. Increased 
concentrations of carbon dioxide can cause Earth’s average surface 
temperatures to increase. 

Pollution

Recall that runoff from coal mines can affect soil and water 
quality. The same is true of mineral mines. Runoff that contains 
chemicals from these mines can pollute soil and water. In addition, 
chemical fertilizers are used on farmland to improve crop growth. 
Runoff containing fertilizers can pollute rivers, soil, and 
underground water supplies. 

Reading Check

4. Identify  two products 

in the house in the figure 

made from nonmetallic 

resources.

Reading Check

5. Name  three negative 

results of deforestation.

 Key Concept Check

6. Describe What are 

some advantages and 

disadvantages of using 

land resources?
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Managing Land Resources
Because some land uses involve renewable resources but others 

do not, managing land resources is complex. For example, a tree is 
renewable. But forests can be nonrenewable because some can take 
hundreds of years to fully regrow. In addition, the amount of land is 
limited, so there is competition for space. Those who manage land 
resources must balance all of these issues.

Management Solutions

One way governments can manage forests and other unique 
ecosystems is by preserving them. On preserved land, logging and 
development is banned or strictly controlled. Large areas of forests 
cannot be cut. Instead, loggers cut selected trees and then plant 
new trees to replace the ones they cut.

Land mined for mineral resources also must be preserved. On 
public and private lands, mined land must be restored according to 
government regulations.

Land used for farming and grazing can be managed to conserve 
soil and improve crop yield. Crop stalks that remain in the field 
after harvesting help protect the soil from erosion. Farming 
techniques that use organic materials instead of synthetic 
fertilizers are also being used.

What You Can Do

You can help conserve land resources by recycling products 
made from land resources. You can use yard waste and vegetable 
scraps to make rich compost for gardening, reducing the need to 
use synthetic fertilizers. Compost is a mix of decayed organic 
material, bacteria and other organisms, and small amounts of 
water. Assisting with a community garden is one way you can help 
manage land resources wisely. 

 Key Concept Check

 7. Relate What can you 

do to help manage land 

resources wisely?

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE USE V. COMMON 

USE

preserve
Science Use to keep safe from 
injury, harm, or destruction

Common Use to can, pickle, or 
save something for future use
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Mini Glossary

deforestation: the cutting of large areas of forests 
for human activities

ore: a deposit of minerals that is large enough to be 
mined for a profit

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence describing why ores 
are important.

2. Fill in the diagram below to show the effects of deforestation.

3. In the space below, define a word or phrase that you were better able to understand after 
discussing it with another person.

Deforestation

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

END OF 
LESSON

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Lesson 3 Land Resources

Skim Lesson 3 in your book. Read the headings and look at the photos and illustrations. Identify 
three things you want to learn more about as you read the lesson. Record your ideas
in your Science Journal.
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Land as a Resource

I found this on page 
 .

Forests and Agriculture

I found this on page 
 .

Rank uses of land in the United Stat es.

Approximate 

Percentage
Use

4

20

22

26

28

Characterize the change to land in the eastern United States from 
1860 to the present. 

1860 

mostly 

forest

1920 NowWhy?

Describe mineral resources, and circle the category that comes from 
or es.          

Mineral 

Resource
Examples and Uses

Metallic
•

•

Nonmetallic
•

•

I found this on page 
 .

426_427_MIS_G8_C13_SN_L3_684068.426   426426_427_MIS_G8_C13_SN_L3_684068.426   426 8/29/17   5:17:58 PM8/29/17   5:17:58 PM



Natural Resources 427

Lesson 3 | Land Resources (continued)
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Assess advantages and disadvantages of using land resources. 
Write two of each. 

Advantages Disadvantages

•

•

•

•

Elaborate on three problems associated with deforestation.

Identify three ways governments manage land resources.

Express three things individuals can do to help manage land 
resources wisely. 

1 2 3

1.

2.

3.

1.

2.

3.

Advantages and 

Disadvantages of Using 

Land Resources

I found this on page 
  .

Managing Land 

Resources

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 . 

I found this on page 
 .

  Explain some of the issues that must be debated when deciding whether to 
develop or preserve land. 
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 Importance of Air and Water
Using some natural resources, such as fossil fuels and minerals, 

makes life easier. You would miss them if they were gone, but you 
would still survive.

Air and water, on the other hand, are resources that you cannot 
live without. Most living organisms can survive only a few minutes 
without air. Your lungs take in oxygen from the air and pass it on 
to the blood. Oxygen helps your body provide energy for your cells. 

Water is needed for many life functions. Water is the main 
component of blood. Water also helps protect body tissues, helps 
maintain body temperature, and plays a role in many chemical 
reactions, such as the digestion of food.

In addition to drinking water, people use water for other 
purposes that you will learn about later in this lesson, including 
agriculture, transportation, and recreation. 

Air

Most living organisms need air to survive. The polluted air 
described in the figure at the top of the next page can harm 
humans and other living organisms. 

Air pollution is produced when fossil fuels burn in homes, 
vehicles, and power plants. It also can be caused by natural events, 
such as volcanic eruptions or forest fires. 

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

7.  Humans need oxygen and water to survive.

8.  About 10 percent of Earth’s total water can 

be used by humans.

Key Concepts  

• Why is it important to 

manage air and water 

resources wisely?

• How can individuals help 

manage air and water 

resources wisely?

Identify the Main Ideas As 

you read, write one 

sentence to summarize the 

main idea in each 

paragraph. Write the main 

ideas on a sheet of paper 

or in your notebook to 

study later.

Reading Check

1. State What are the 

functions of water in the 

human body?

 

 

 

Reading Check

2. Explain What natural 

events can cause air 

pollution?

 

 

 

Natural Resources

Air and Water Resources

LESSON 4

CHAPTER 13
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Visual Check

3. Identify Where does 

the pollution that forms 

smog come from?

Smog Burning fossil fuels releases not only energy, but also 
substances such as nitrogen compounds. Photochemical smog is 
a brownish haze produced when nitrogen compounds and other 
pollutants in the air react in the presence of sunlight. 

Smog can irritate your respiratory system. In some individuals, 
it can increase the chance of asthma attacks. Smog can be 
particularly harmful when it remains in an area for several days. 
Pollution becomes trapped under a layer of warm air, as shown in 
the figure above.

Acid Precipitation Nitrogen and sulfur compounds released 
when fossil fuels burn can react with water in the atmosphere and 
produce acid precipitation. Acid precipitation is precipitation that 
has a pH less than 5.6.

When acid precipitation falls into lakes, it can harm fish and 
other organisms. It also can pollute soil and kill trees and other 
plants. Acid precipitation can even damage buildings and statues 
made of some types of rocks.

Natural Events Forest fires and volcanic eruptions release gases, 
ash, and dust into the air. Dust and ash from one volcanic eruption 
can spread around the world. Materials from forest fires and 
volcanic eruptions can cause health problems similar to those 
caused by smog.

The carbon monoxide (CO) 

level in Seattle air went 

from 7.8 parts per million 

(ppm) in 1990 to 1.8 ppm in 

2007. What was the 

percent change in CO 

levels? 

a.  Subtract the starting 

value from the final 

value.

 1.8 ppm - 7.8 ppm =

  -6.0 ppm

b.  Divide the difference by 

the starting value.

 -6.0 ppm/7.8 ppm =

  -0.769 ppm

c.  Multiply by 100 and add 

a % sign.

 -0.769 × 100 = -76.9%

It decreased by 76.9%.

4. Use Percentages  

Between 1900 and 2000, 

the ozone (O
3
) levels in 

New York City went from 

0.098 ppm to 0.086 ppm. 

What was the percent 

change in ozone levels?

Math Skills

Smog Formation
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Water

Suppose you saved $100, but you were allowed to spend only 
90 cents. You might be frustrated! If all the water on Earth were 
your $100, freshwater that we can use is like that 90 cents you can 
spend. 

Most water on Earth is salt water. Only 3 percent is freshwater, 
and most of that is frozen in glaciers. That leaves just a small part, 
0.9 percent, of the total amount of water on Earth for humans to 
use.

This relatively small supply of freshwater must meet many 
needs. In addition to drinking water, people use water for farming, 
industry, electricity production, household activities, 
transportation, and recreation. Each of these uses can affect water 
quality. 

For example, rain and water used to irrigate fields can mix with 
fertilizers. This polluted water then can run off into rivers and 
groundwater, reducing the quality of these water supplies. 

Let’s look at another example. Water used in industry often is 
heated to high temperatures. This hot water can harm aquatic 
organisms when it is returned to the environment. 

Managing Air and Water Resources
Animals and plants do not use natural resources to produce 

electricity or to raise crops. But they do use air and water. Those 
who manage these important resources must consider human 
needs and the needs of other living organisms. 

Management Solutions

Legislation is an effective way to reduce air and water pollution. 
The regulations of the U.S. Clean Air Act, passed in 1970, limit the 
amount of certain pollutants that can be released into the air. The 
graph at the top of the next page shows how levels of sulfur 
compounds have decreased since the act became law.

Similar laws are now in place to maintain water quality. The 
U.S. Clean Water Act legislates the reduction of water pollution. 
The Safe Drinking Water Act legislates the protection of drinking 
water supplies. By reducing pollution, these laws help ensure that 
all living organisms have access to clean air and water.

Reading Check

 5. Describe How can 

farming affect water 

quality?

 

 

 

 

 

 Key Concept Check

6. Relate Why is it 

important to manage air 

and water resources 

wisely?

 

 

 

 

Make a horizontal two-tab 

book to discuss the 

importance of air and water.
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 Key Concept Check

 8. Apply How can 

individuals help manage air 

and water resources 

wisely?

What You Can Do

 You have learned that reducing fossil fuel use and improving 
energy efficiency can reduce air pollution. You can make sure your 
home is energy efficient by keeping the filters in the 
air conditioner or the furnace clean and by using energy-saving 
lightbulbs.

You can help reduce water pollution by properly disposing of 
harmful chemicals so that less pollution runs off into rivers and 
streams. You can volunteer to help clean up litter from a local 
stream. You also can conserve water so enough of this resource 
remains for you and other living organisms in the future. 

Visual Check

7. Describe  the trend of 

the concentration of sulfur 

compounds in the 

atmosphere from 1980 to 

2005.
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Mini Glossary

acid precipitation: precipitation that has a pH less 
than 5.6

photochemical smog: a brownish haze produced 
when nitrogen compounds and other pollutants in 
the air react in the presence of sunlight

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence explaining why 
photochemical smog is harmful to people.

2. One use of water is for household activities. Complete the diagram by writing the other uses in 
the empty circles.  

3. Describe the effects of acid precipitation.

Water Uses

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

END OF 
LESSON

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Lesson 4

Predict three facts that will be discussed in Lesson 4 after reading the headings. Record your 
predictions in your Science Journal.

Air and Water Resources
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Contrast the importance of different types of natural resources 
to people and other organisms.

Fossil Fuels and Minerals Air and Water

Relate water’s functions in the human body. 

Life-Sustaining 

Functions of 

Water

Describe types of  air pollution. 

Type Source Problem

Photochemical 

smog

Acid 

precipitation

Dust, gases, 

and ash

Importance of 

Air and Water

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .
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Lesson 4 | Air and Water Resources (continued)
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I found this on page 
 .

Characterize Earth’s water supply.

3%:

90%: .9% available for: most in: 

Earth’s

Water

Examples of human uses:

• • 

• • 

• • 

Describe harmful effects of human activities on water quality.

Water used to 

irrigate fields

Water used in 

industry

Restate why it is important to manage air and water resources 
wisely.

 

 

 

I found this on page 
 .

Managing Air and Water 

Resources

I found this on page 
 .
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Lesson 4 | Air and Water Resources (continued)
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Interpret the effect of the Clean Air Act on sulfur compounds in the 
atmosphere.

Identify two regulations in the United States legislated to maintain 
water quality.

Express ways that individuals can help manage air and water 
resources wisely.

Air

• improve 

• reduce

Ways to reduce pollution

Water

• properly dispose of

• volunteer to 

•

1.

2.

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .

I found this on page 
 .  

  Explain why it is important to conserve water even though the majority of 
Earth’s surface is covered with water.
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Population and Carrying Capacity
Have you ever seen a road sign that shows the population of a 

city you are entering? In this case, population means how many 
people live in the city. Scientists use the term population, too, but 
in a slightly different way. For scientists, a population is all the 
members of a species living in a given area. You are part of a 
population of humans. The other species in your area, such as 
birds or trees, each make up a separate population.

The Human Population

When the first American towns were settled, most had small  
populations. Today, some of those towns have become large cities 
with large populations. In a similar way, Earth was once home to 
relatively few humans. Today, about 
6.7 billion people live on Earth. The greatest increase in human 
population occurred during the last few centuries. 

Population Trends

Have you ever heard the phrase population explosion? 
Population explosion describes a sudden increase in a population. 
For most of history, the human population increased at a fairly 
steady rate. But in the 1800s, the population began to rise sharply.

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

1.  Earth can support an unlimited number of 

people.

2.  Humans can have both positive and 

negative impacts on the environment.

Key Concepts  

• What is the relationship 

between resource 

availability and human 

population growth?

• How do daily activities 

impact the environment?

Make Flash Cards For 

each head in this lesson, 

write a question on one 

side of a flash card and the 

answer on the other side. 

Quiz yourself until you 

know all of the answers. 

Make a small vertical 

shutterfold, draw the 

arrows on each tab, and 

label as shown. Use the 

Foldable to discuss how 

human population growth 

relates to resources.

Environmental Impacts

People and the Environment

488  Environmental Impacts Reading Essentials
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Visual Check

1. Compare  the rate of 

human population growth 

from the years 200 to 1800 

to the rate of growth from 

1800 to 2000. 

The graph above shows how the human population on Earth 
has changed. As you can see, the human population “exploded” in 
the last few hundred years.

What has caused this sharp increase in population? There are 
many reasons. Health care improved, cleaner water became 
available, and other improvements in technology led to people living 
longer and reproducing. In the next hour or so, about 15,000 
babies will be born around the world. 

Population Limits

Every human being needs certain things to live, such as food, 
clean water, and shelter. People also need clothes, transportation, 
and other items. 

Everything people use comes from resources found on Earth. 
Does Earth have enough resources to support an unlimited number 
of humans?

Earth has limited resources. Earth cannot support a population 
of any species in a particular environment beyond Earth’s carrying 
capacity. Carrying capacity is the largest number of individuals of 
a given species that Earth’s resources can support and maintain 
for a long period of time. If the human population continues to 
grow beyond Earth’s carrying capacity, eventually Earth will not 
have enough resources to support humans. 

Impact of Daily Actions
Each of the 6.7 billion people on Earth uses resources in some 

way. The use of these resources affects the environment. Think 
about the impact of just one activity that might be a part of your 
daily routine—a shower.

Reading Check

2. Identify What factors 

contributed to the increase 

in human population?

 Key Concept Check

3. Assess What is the 

relationship between the 

availability of resources and 

human population growth?

Reading Essentials Environmental Impacts  489
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Consuming Resources

Like many people, you might take a shower each day. The 
metal in the water pipes comes from  resources mined from the 
ground. Mining can destroy habitats and pollute soil and water. 
Your towel might be made of cotton. Cotton is a resource obtained 
from plants. Fertilizers and other chemicals that are used on farms 
that produce cotton or other plant crops often run off into water. 
This runoff can affect the water’s quality.

The water itself also is a resource. In some parts of the world, 
water is in short supply. The water for your shower is probably 
heated with fossil fuels. Remember that fossil fuels are 
nonrenewable resources. This means they are used up faster than 
they can be replaced by natural processes. Burning fossil fuels also 
releases pollution into the atmosphere.

Now, think about all the activities that you do in one day, such 
as going to school, eating meals, or playing computer games. All of 
these activities use resources. During your lifetime, your possible 
impact on the environment is great. Multiply this impact by 6.7 
billion, and you can understand why it is important to use 
resources wisely. 

Positive and Negative Impacts

Not all human activities have a negative impact on the 
environment. For example, cleaning up streams and picking up 
litter are ways people can have a positive impact on the 
environment. In the following lessons, you will learn how human 
activities affect soil, water, and air quality. You will also learn 
things you can do to help reduce the impact of your actions on the 
environment.

5. Describe   one thing 

you will do tomorrow that 

will benefit the 

environment.

SCIENCE USE V. COMMON 

USE

 resource
Science Use a natural source of 
supply or support

Common Use a source of infor-
mation or expertise

  Key Concept Check

4. Consider What 

are three things you did 

today that impacted the 

environment?
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Mini Glossary

carrying capacity: the largest number of 
individuals of a given species that Earth’s 
resources can support and maintain for a long 
period of time

population: all the members of a species living in a 
given area

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence explaining the 
relationship between population and carrying capacity.

2. Use the graphic organizer below to identify three factors that are contributing to the human 
population explosion. 

3. Review the flash cards you created as you read the lesson. Select one and read the question. Then, 
without checking the lesson, write the answer below. 

Population 

Explosion

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you dis-

agree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

END OF 
LESSON

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Name   Date 

Environmental Impacts

 How do human activities impact the environment?

Before You Read
Before you read the chapter, think about what you know about how human activities affect the 
environment. Record your ideas in the first column. Pair with a partner, and discuss his or her 
thoughts. Write those thoughts in the second column. Then record what you both would like to share 
with the class in the third column.

Lesson 1 Lesson 2 Lesson 3 Lesson 4

NEW
population

carrying capacity

NEW
deforestation

desertification

urban sprawl

reforestation

reclamation

REVIEW
runoff

ACADEMIC
dispose

NEW 
point-source pollution

nonpoint-source 

pollution

NEW 
photochemical smog

acid precipitation

particulate matter

global warming

greenhouse effect

Air Quality Index

Chapter Vocabulary  

Think Pair Share
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People and the EnvironmentLesson 1

Predict three facts that will be discussed in Lesson 1 after reading the headings. Record your 
predictions in your Science Journal.

Determine causes and effects to the human population trend of the 
last two centuries. 

Causes Effects Result 

 
 people living

 

more people

Draw a graph to represent human population growth since the 
year 1000. 

Relate the consequence of population growth to at least three 
resources that people need to live. 

Resources Consequence

Population will reach 

carrying capacity, 

which means

 .

population 

growth

Population and Carrying 

Capacity

I found this on page  . 

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .
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Lesson 1 | People and the Environment (continued)

Diagram the correlation between human population and natural 
resources. Draw pointers to change the labels into arrows, and then 
explain the relationship.

 

Explanation:

H
u

m
a

n
 P

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n

N
a

tu
ra

l 
R

e
s
o

u
rc

e
s

Characterize the environmental impact factors related to 
taking a hot shower. 

Factor Connection Environmental Impact

Metal 

pipes
mining

Cotton 

towels
agriculture

Hot water
energy 

consumption

Identify elements of the environment that humans affect.

Environmental Elements

I found this on page  .

  Evaluate the impact of an activity you perform daily. 

 

   

 

 

I found this on page  .

Impact of Daily Actions

I found this on page  .
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Using Land Resources
What do the metal in staples and the paper in your notebook 

have in common? Both come from resources found in or on land. 
People use land for timber production, agriculture or farming, and 
mining. All of these activities impact the environment.

Forest Resources

Humans cut down trees to make wood and paper products, such 
as your notebook. Trees are also cut for use as fuel and to clear land 
for  growing crops, grazing, or building houses or highways. 
Sometimes entire forests are cut down for these purposes.

Deforestation is the removal of large areas of forests for 
human purposes. About 130,000 km2 of tropical rain forests are 
cut down each year. This is an area equal in size to the state of 
Louisiana. Scientists estimate that 50 percent of all the species on 
Earth live in tropical rain forests. Deforestation destroys habitats, 
which can lead to species’ extinction.

Deforestation also can affect soil quality. Plant roots hold soil in 
place. Without these natural anchors, soil erodes. In addition, 
deforestation affects air quality. Remember that when trees 
undergo photosynthesis, they remove carbon dioxide from the air. 
When there are fewer trees on Earth, more carbon dioxide remains 
in the atmosphere. 

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

3. Deforestation does not affect soil quality.

4. Most trash is recycled.

Key Concepts  

• What are the 

consequences of using 

land as a resource?

• How does proper waste 

management help 

prevent pollution?

• What actions help protect 

the land?

Reading Check

1. Identify  three negative 

impacts of deforestation.

Identify the Main Ideas To 

help you learn about 

impacts on the land, 

highlight each heading in 

one color. Then highlight 

the details that support and 

explain it in a different 

color. Refer to this 

highlighted text as you 

study the lesson.

Environmental Impacts

Impacts on the Land

LESSON 2

Reading Essentials Environmental Impacts  495
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Visual Check

2. Describe How does 

the use of fertilizers affect 

the environment?

 

 

 

Agriculture and the Nitrogen Cycle
It takes a lot of food to feed 6.7 billion people. To grow enough 

food for the world’s population, farmers often add fertilizers to 
soil. The fertilizers contain nitrogen and help increase crop yields.

As shown in the figure above, nitrogen is an element 
that naturally cycles through ecosystems. Living things use 
nitrogen to make proteins. And when these living things die and 
decompose or produce waste, they release nitrogen into the soil or 
the atmosphere. Nitrogen gas makes up about 79 percent of 
Earth’s atmosphere. But most living things cannot use nitrogen in 
its gaseous form. Nitrogen must be converted into a form that 
organisms can use. 

Bacteria that live on the roots of certain plants convert 
atmospheric nitrogen to a form that plants can use. Fertilizer that 
is added to soil to increase crop production contains a usable form 
of nitrogen.

Scientists estimate that human activities have doubled the 
amount of nitrogen cycling through ecosystems. Sources of much 
of this extra nitrogen are manufacturing facilities and fertilizers 
that have been applied to crops. The excess nitrogen can kill plants 
that have adapted to low nitrogen levels. It can also affect 
organisms that depend on those plants for food. Fertilizers can 
seep into groundwater supplies, which pollutes drinking water. 
Fertilizers can also run off into streams and rivers, affecting the 
organisms that live there.

Make a horizontal two-tab 

concept map, and then 

label and draw arrows as 

shown to identify positive 

and negative factors that 

impact land.

496  Environmental Impacts Reading Essentials
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Other Effects of Agriculture

Agricultural practices can have an effect on soil quality in other 
ways, too. Soil erosion can occur when land is overfarmed or 
overgrazed. High rates of soil erosion can lead to desertification. 
Desertification is the development of desert-like conditions due 
to human activities and/or climate change. When desertification 
occurs in a region of land, that land can no longer be used to 
produce food. 

Mining

Humans remove many useful rocks and minerals from the 
ground by mining. For example, copper is removed by digging a 
strip mine at the surface. Coal and other 
in-ground resources also can be removed by digging surface or 
underground mines.

Mines are necessary for obtaining much-needed resources. 
However, digging mines disturbs habitats and changes the 
landscape. Regulations have been established and must be 
followed to prevent water from being polluted by runoff that 
contains heavy metals from mines. 

Construction and Development
You have read about important resources that are found on or 

in land. But did you know that land itself is a resource? People use 
land for living space. Your home, your school, your favorite stores, 
and your neighborhood streets are built on land.

Urban Sprawl

In the 1950s, large areas of rural land in the United States were 
developed as suburbs. Suburbs are residential areas on the outside 
edges of a city. When the suburbs became crowded, people moved 
farther out into the country. More open land was cleared for still 
more development. The development of land for houses and 
other buildings near a city is called urban sprawl.

Urban sprawl can lead to habitat destruction and loss of 
farmland. People cut down forests to make room for housing 
developments. As large areas are paved for sidewalks and streets, 
less precipitation soaks into the ground. Runoff increases. An 
increase in runoff can reduce the water quality of streams, rivers, 
and groundwater, especially if the runoff contains sediments or 
chemical pollutants.

Reading Check

3. Explain What causes 

desertification?

 Key Concept Check

4. Summarize What are 

some consequences of 

using land as a resource?

 5. Infer What is the 

relationship between urban 

sprawl and population 

increase?
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Roadways

Urban sprawl occurred at the same time as another trend in the 
United States—increased motor vehicle use. Before the 1940s, only 
a small percentage of Americans owned cars. But by 2005, there 
were 240 million vehicles for 295 million people. A greater number 
of cars increased the need for roadways.

In 1960, the United States had about 16,000 km of interstate 
highways. Today, the national highway system includes 256,000 
km of paved roadways. Like urban sprawl, roadways increase 
runoff and disturb habitats. 

Recreation

Not all of the land used by people is paved and developed. 
People also use land for recreation. They hike, bike, ski, and 
picnic, among other activities. In urban areas, some of these 
activities take place in public parks. As you will learn later in this 
lesson, parks and other green spaces help decrease runoff.

Waste Management
On a typical day, each person in the United States produces about 

2.1 kg of trash. Altogether, people in the United States produce 
about 230 million metric tons of trash per year! Where does all that 
trash go?

Visual Check

 7. Examine How can the 

methane gas produced 

within a landfill be used?

 

 

 

Between 1960 and today, 

interstate highways 

increased from a total of 

16,000 km to 68,000 km. 

What percent increase 

does this represent?

a.  Subtract the starting 

value from the final 

value.

68,000 km - 16,000 km =

52,000 km

b.  Divide the difference by 

the starting value.

  
52,000 km

 ________ 
16,000 km

   = 3.25

c.  Multiply by 100 and add 

a % sign.

3.25 × 100 = 325%

6. Use Percentages In 

1950, the U.S. population 

was about 150,000,000. By 

2007, it was nearly 

300,000,000. What was the 

percent increase?

 

Math Skills

Cross-Section of a Landfill

498  Environmental Impacts Reading Essentials
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 Landfills

About 31 percent of the trash is recycled and composted. About 
14 percent is burned. The remaining 55 percent is placed in 
landfills. Landfills are areas where trash is buried. Landfills are 
another way that people use land.

A landfill is carefully designed to meet government regulations. 
Trash is covered by soil to keep it from blowing away. Special 
liners help prevent pollutants from leaking into soil and 
groundwater supplies. The figure at the bottom of the previous 
page shows a cross-section of a solid-waste landfill. 

Hazardous Waste

Some trash cannot be placed in landfills because it contains 
harmful substances that can affect soil, air, and water quality. This 
trash is called hazardous waste. The substances in hazardous waste 
also can affect the health of humans and other living organisms.

 Industries and households generate hazardous waste. 
Hazardous waste from the medical industry includes used needles 
and bandages. Household hazardous waste includes used motor oil 
and batteries. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
works with state and local agencies to help people safely dispose of 
hazardous waste.

Positive Actions
Human actions can have negative effects on the environment, 

but they can have positive impacts as well. Governments, society, 
and individuals can work together to reduce the impact of human 
activities.

Protecting the Land

Yellowstone National Park was the first national park in the 
world. After it was created in 1872, other countries began setting 
aside land for preservation. State and local governments also 
followed this example. 

Protected forests and parks are important habitats for wildlife. 
They are enjoyed by millions of people. Mining and logging are 
allowed in some cases. However, the removal of resources must 
meet environmental regulations. 

Reforestation and Reclamation

A forest is a complex ecosystem. But with careful planning, it 
can be managed as a renewable resource. Trees can be select-cut. 
That means that only some trees in an area are cut, rather than the 
entire forest. 

  Key Concept Check

8. State What is done to 

prevent the trash in landfills 

from polluting air, soil, and 

water?

Reading Check 

9. Name  the first national 

park.

Reading Check

10. Paraphrase Write 

your own definition of the 

term select-cut.

ACADEMIC 

VOCABULARY
dispose
(verb) to throw away

Reading Essentials Environmental Impacts  499
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Reforestation People can practice reforestation. Planting trees to 
replace trees that have been cut or burned down is called 
reforestation. Reforestation can keep a forest healthy or help 
reestablish a deforested area.

Reclamation Mined land can be made environmentally healthy 
through reclamation. Reclamation is the process of restoring 
land disturbed by mining. In reclamation, mined areas are 
reshaped, covered with soil, and then replanted with trees and 
other vegetation. 

Green Spaces

Much of the land in urban areas is covered with parking lots, 
streets, buildings, and sidewalks. Many cities use green spaces to 
create natural environments. Green spaces are areas that are left 
undeveloped or lightly developed. They include parks within cities 
and forests around suburbs. 

Green spaces provide recreational opportunities for people and 
shelter for wildlife. Green spaces also reduce runoff and improve 
air quality as plants remove excess carbon dioxide from the air.

How can you help?

Individuals can have a big impact on land-use issues by practicing 
the three Rs—reusing, reducing, and recycling. Composting is another 
way to lessen your impact on the land.

Reusing and Reducing  Using an item for a new purpose is 
reusing. For example, you might have made a bird feeder from a 
used plastic milk jug. Reducing is using fewer resources. You can 
turn off the lights when you leave a room to reduce your use of 
electricity.

Recycling  Making a new product from a used product is 
recycling. Plastic containers can be recycled into new plastic 
products. Recycled aluminum cans are used to make new 
aluminum cans. Using recycled paper to make new paper reduces 
deforestation. It also reduces the amount of water used during 
paper production.

Composting  Another way people can lessen their environmental 
impact is composting. Compost is a mixture of decaying organic 
matter, such as leaves, food scraps, and grass clippings. It is used to 
improve soil quality by adding nutrients to soil. Composting and 
reusing, reducing, and recycling help reduce the amount of trash 
that ends up in landfills. 

Reading Check

11. Explain How do 

reforestation and 

reclamation positively 

impact land?

 

 

 

 Key Concept Check

13. Consider What can 

you do to help lessen your 

impact on the land?

 

 

 

12. Compare How might 

a green space in a city 

differ from a green space in 

a suburb?
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Mini Glossary

deforestation: the removal of large areas of forests 
for human purposes

desertification: the development of desert-like 
conditions due to human activities and/or climate 
change

reclamation: the process of restoring land disturbed 
by mining

reforestation: planting trees to replace trees that 
have been cut or burned down

urban sprawl: the development of land for houses 
and other buildings near a city

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence comparing and 
contrasting deforestation and desertification.

2. Provide a definition for the term runoff in the box on the right. Then give three common sources 
of runoff in the boxes on the left. 

3. Why are green spaces important to urban areas? 

Runoff:

END OF 
LESSON

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you 

disagree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Scan Lesson 2. Read the lesson titles and bold words. Look at the pictures. Identify three 
facts you discovered about the effects of using land resources. Record your facts in your 
Science Journal.

Using Land Resources

I found this on page  . 
Identify 3 uses of land resources. 

Uses of Land Resources

Classify information about forest resources.

Trees are 

cut to
for

Sequence the consequences of deforestation.

Large areas of forest removed

 

eliminates decreasesdestroys 

leads to leads to leads to

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .
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S equence the nitrogen cycle. Describe the elements of the 
process as  they are numbered in the illustration. 

1   Plants use nitrogen compounds to make proteins.

2   Bacteria on plant roots

3

4

5

6

7   Excess nitrogen

Relate land uses to possible negative effects.

Agriculture

Mining

Effects:

Effects:

I found this on pa ge  .

I found this on page  . 

I found this on page  .
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Categorize information about urban sprawl.

Effects 

of Urban 

Sprawl

reduced water quality in

Sequence trends of vehicle use and roads in  the United States. 

before 1940 1960 today

Express two functions of green sp ace in urban environments.

1.    2. 

Differentiate management of trash in the United Stat es.

Percentage Method of Disposal

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

Construction and 

Development

I found this on page  .

Waste Management

I found this on page  .
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Identify three design elements of a landfill that aid in 
avoiding pollution.

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

Characterize hazardous waste. 

Can affect: Examples

•

•

•

•

Medical industry:

•  and 

Households:

•  and 

Compare reforestation and reclamation.

  

 Restate the “three Rs” that lessen human impact on the land.

1.     2.     3.  

  Imagine you are a member of a committee in your community that makes 
decisions about land use. A large area of land with some vacant buildings is given to your city. 
What questions must you consider in deciding what to do with the land?

 

 

 

 

I found this on page  .

Positive Actions

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .
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Water as a Resource
Most of Earth’s surface is covered with water. Living organisms 

on Earth are made mostly of water. All organisms, including 
humans, need water to survive. Humans also use water in ways 
that other organisms do not. For example, people wash cars, do 
laundry, and use water for recreation and transportation.

But household activities make up only a small part of human 
water use. As shown in the table below, most water in the United 
States is used by power plants. The water is used to generate 
electricity and to cool equipment. Like the land uses you learned 
about earlier, the use of water as a resource also impacts the 
environment.  

Water Use in the United States

Activity Percent of Use

Electricity-generating power plants 48%

Irrigation of agricultural crops 34%

Public supply (includes houses) 11%

Industry 5%

Livestock, mining, aquaculture less than 3%

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

5.  Sources of water pollution are always easy 

to identify.

6.  The proper method of disposal for used 

motor oil is to pour it down the drain.

Key Concepts  

• How do humans use 

water as a resource?

• How can pollution affect 

water quality?

• What actions help 

prevent water pollution?

Identify the Main Ideas  

Highlight two or three 

phrases in each paragraph 

that summarize the main 

ideas. After you have 

finished the lesson, review 

the highlighted text. 

Interpreting Tables 

2. Point Out What two 

activities account for most 

water use in the U.S.?

 

 

 Key Concept Check

1. State How do humans 

use water as a resource?

 

 

 

Environmental Impacts

Impacts on Water

LESSON 3
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Sources of Water Pollution
Water moves from Earth’s surface to the atmosphere and back 

again in the water cycle. Thermal energy from the Sun causes 
water at Earth’s surface to evaporate into the atmosphere. Water 
vapor in the air cools as it rises. Then it condenses and forms 
clouds.

Water returns to Earth’s surface as precipitation. Runoff 
reenters oceans and rivers, or it can seep into the ground. Pollution 
from many sources can impact the quality of water as it moves 
through the water cycle. 

Point-Source Pollution

Point-source pollution is pollution from a single source that 
can be identified. For example, a discharge pipe that releases 
industrial waste directly into a river is an example of point-source 
pollution.

Other examples of point-source pollution include oil spilling 
from a tanker and the runoff from a mining operation. 

Nonpoint-Source Pollution

Pollution from several widespread sources that cannot be 
traced back to a single location is called nonpoint-source 

pollution. As precipitation runs over Earth’s surface, the water 
picks up materials and substances from farms and urban 
developments. These different sources might be several kilometers 
apart. This makes it difficult to trace the pollution in the water back 
to one specific source.

Runoff from farms and urban developments is an example of 
nonpoint-source pollution.

Runoff from construction sites can contain excess amounts of 
sediment. This is another example of nonpoint-source pollution.

Most of the water pollution in the United States comes from 
nonpoint sources. This kind of pollution is harder to pinpoint and 
therefore harder to control. The figure at the top of the next two 
pages summarizes and illustrates some sources of point-source and 
nonpoint-source polution. 

 Key Concept Check

3. Explain How can 

pollution affect water 

quality?

Make a vertical three-tab 

book, and draw a Venn 

diagram on the front. Cut 

the folds to form three tabs, 

and then use it to compare 

and contrast sources of 

pollution.
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 Positive Actions
Once pollution enters water, it is difficult to remove. In fact, it 

can take decades to clean polluted groundwater! That is why most 
efforts to reduce water pollution focus on preventing it from 
entering the environment, rather than cleaning it up. 

International Cooperation

In the 1960s, Lake Erie, one of the Great Lakes, was heavily 
polluted by runoff from fertilized fields and industrial wastes. 
Rivers that flowed into the lake were polluted, too. Litter soaked 
with chemicals floated on the surface of one of these rivers—the 
Cuyahoga River. In 1969, the litter caught fire. The fire spurred 
Canada and the United States—the two countries that border the 
Great Lakes—to clean up the lakes.

The United States and Canada formed several agreements to 
clean up the Great Lakes. The goals of the countries are pollution 
prevention as well as cleanup and research. 

The Great Lakes still face challenges from aquatic species that 
are not native to the lakes and from the impact of excess sediments. 
But pollution from toxic chemicals has decreased.

Visual Check

4. Identify What are the 

point sources and nonpoint 

sources of pollution in this 

illustration?

 

 

 

Reading Check

5. Summarize Why is 

it important to focus on 

preventing water pollution 

before it happens?

Sources of Water Pollution 
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National Initiatives

In addition to working with other governments, the United 
States has laws to help maintain water quality within its borders. 
The Clean Water Act, for example, regulates sources of water 
pollution, including sewage systems. The Safe Drinking Water Act 
protects supplies of drinking water throughout the country. 

How can you help?

Laws are effective ways to reduce water pollution. But simple 
actions taken by individuals can have positive impacts, too.

Reduce Use of Harmful Chemicals Many household products, 
such as paints and cleaners, contain harmful chemicals. Instead of 
using these, people can use alternative products that do not contain 
toxins. For example, baking soda and white vinegar are safe, 
inexpensive cleaning products. People can also use less artificial 
fertilizer on gardens and lawns. Instead, they can use compost to 
enrich soils without harming water quality.

Reading Check 

6. Paraphrase Use your 

own words to explain what 

the Clean Water Act does.
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Dispose of Waste Safely Sometimes using products that 
contain pollutants is necessary. For example, vehicles cannot run 
without motor oil. This motor oil has to be replaced regularly. 
People should never pour motor oil or other hazardous substances 
into drains, onto the ground, or directly into streams or lakes. These 
substances must be disposed of safely. Your local waste management 
agency has tips for safe disposal of hazardous waste.

Conserve Water Water pollution can be reduced simply by 
reducing water use. There are many easy ways to conserve water. 
For example, you can take shorter showers and turn off the water 
when you brush your teeth. You can keep your drinking water in 
the refrigerator instead of running water from a faucet until the 
water is cold. Sweeping leaves and branches from a deck instead 
of spraying them off with a hose is another way to reduce 
water use. 

 Key Concept Check

7. Identify How can 

individuals help prevent 

water pollution?
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Mini Glossary

nonpoint-source pollution: pollution from several 
widespread sources that cannot be traced back to 
a single location

point-source pollution: pollution from a single 
source that can be identified

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence giving at least one 
example each of point-source pollution and nonpoint-source pollution.

2. In the graphic organizer, identify a specific action you can take to accomplish the goal.

3. Which type of water pollution in the United States is the hardest to control? Why?

Conserve water.Dispose of waste safely.
Reduce the use of 

harmful chemicals.

END OF 
LESSON

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you 

disagree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Skim Lesson 3 in your book. Read the headings and look at the photos and illustrations. 
Identify three things you want to learn more about as you read the lesson. Record your ideas 
in your Science Journal.

Categorize uses of water in the United States .

Percentage Use

<3

5

11

34

48

Sequence the path of water in the water cycle. Draw a circle around 
the stage in the process where most water pollution occurs. 

Runoff reenters 

oceans and rivers or 

seeps into ground

Contrast point-source pollution and nonpoint-source pollution.

Point-source Nonpoint-source

Definition: 

Examples: 

Definition:  

Examples: 

I found this on page  . 

Sources of Water 

Pollution

I found this on page  .

Water as a Resource

I found this on page  . 
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Explain how it would be possible for the Cuyahoga River to 
catch fire. Then describe the positive action that resulted from it. 

Explanation: 

Action: 

Describe two United States laws that help protect and 
maintain water quality.

Law: 

Description: 

Law:  

Description: 

Record three actions individuals can take to protect and 
improve water quality.

1. 

2. 

3. 

I found this on page  .

  Explain why cooperation between individuals, communities, and nations is 
necessary for water quality preservation.

I found this on page  .

Positive Actions

I found this on page  .
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Importance of Clean Air
Your body uses oxygen in air to produce some of the energy it 

needs. The bodies of other animals do the same thing. Many 
organisms can survive for only a few minutes without air. But the air 
you breathe must be clean or it can harm your body.

Types of Air Pollution
Human activities can produce pollution that enters the air and 

affects air quality. Smog, acid precipitation, particulate matter, 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), and carbon monoxide are some types of 
air pollution.

Smog

The brownish haze that hangs in the sky over many cities is 
photochemical smog. Photochemical smog is caused when 
nitrogen and carbon compounds in the air react in sunlight. 
Nitrogen and carbon compounds are released when fossil fuels are 
burned to provide energy for vehicles and power plants.

When these compounds react in sunlight, they form other 
substances. One of these substances is ozone. Ozone high in the 
atmosphere helps protect living organisms from the Sun’s 
ultraviolet radiation. However, ozone close to Earth’s surface is a 
major component of smog. 

What do you think? Read the two statements below and decide 

whether you agree or disagree with them. Place an A in the Before 

column if you agree with the statement or a D if you disagree. After 

you’ve read this lesson, reread the statements to see if you have 

changed your mind.

Before Statement After

7.  The greenhouse effect is harmful to life on 

Earth.

8. Air pollution can affect human health.

Key Concepts  

• What are some types of 

air pollution?

• How are global warming 

and the carbon cycle 

related?

• How does air pollution 

affect human health?

• What actions help 

prevent air pollution?

Building Vocabulary As 

you read, underline the 

words and phrases that you 

do not understand. When 

you finish reading, discuss 

these words and phrases 

with another student or 

your teacher.

Reading Check

1. Distinguish What is 

one benefit of ozone?

 

 

 

Environmental Impacts
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Acid Precipitation

Another form of pollution that occurs as a result of burning 
fossil fuels is acid precipitation. Acid precipitation is rain or snow 
that has a lower pH than that of normal rainwater. The pH of 
normal rainwater is about 5.6. Acid precipitation forms when gases 
containing nitrogen and sulfur react with water, oxygen, and other 
chemicals in the atmosphere. 

Acid precipitation falls into lakes and ponds or onto the 
ground. It makes the water and the soil more acidic. Many living 
organisms cannot survive if the pH of water or soil becomes too 
low. Acid precipitation can kill trees and other plant life. 

Particulate Matter

The mix of both solid and liquid particles in the air is called 
particulate matter. Solid particles include smoke, dust, and dirt. 
These particles enter the air from natural processes, such as 
volcanic eruptions and forest fires. Human activities, such as 
burning fossil fuels at power plants and in vehicles, also release 
particulate matter. Inhaling particulate matter can cause coughing, 
difficulty breathing, and other respiratory problems.

CFCs

Ozone in the upper atmosphere absorbs harmful ultraviolet (UV) 
rays from the Sun. Using products that contain CFCs affects the 
ozone layer. Air conditioners and refrigerators made before 1996 
are products that contain CFCs. 

CFCs react with sunlight and destroy ozone molecules. As a 
result, the ozone layer becomes thinner. This allows more UV rays 
to reach Earth’s surface. Studies have linked increased skin cancer 
rates to an increase in UV rays.

Carbon Monoxide

Carbon monoxide is a gas released from vehicles and industrial 
processes. Forest fires also release carbon monoxide into the air. 

Wood-burning and gas stoves are sources of carbon monoxide 
indoors. Breathing carbon monoxide reduces the amount of oxygen 
that reaches the body’s tissues and organs. 

 Key Concept Check

3. Categorize What are 

some types of air pollution?

 

 

 

Reading Check 

2. Identify What is the 

pH of normal rainwater?

Make a two-tab book, label 

the tabs as shown, and use 

the Foldable to record 

factors that increase or 

decrease air pollution.

Reading Essentials Environmental Impacts  515

514_520_TN_G7_S_C16_RE_L4_898440515   515514_520_TN_G7_S_C16_RE_L4_898440515   515 8/29/17   9:10:44 PM8/29/17   9:10:44 PM



C
opyright ©

 M
cG

raw
-H

ill Education.

The Carbon Cycle

Global Warming and the Carbon 

Cycle
Air pollution affects natural cycles on Earth. For example, 

burning fossil fuels for electricity, heating, and transportation 
releases substances that cause acid precipitation. Burning fossil 
fuels also releases carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, as shown in 
the figure above. An increased concentration of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere can lead to global warming. 

Global warming is an increase in Earth’s average surface 
temperature. Earth’s temperature has increased about 0.7°C over 
the past 100 years. Scientists hypothesize that the temperature will 
rise an additional 1.8 to 4.0°C over the next 100 years. Even a small 
increase in Earth’s average surface temperature can cause 
widespread problems.

Effects of Global Warming

Warmer temperatures can cause ice to melt, making sea levels 
rise. Higher sea levels can cause flooding along coastal areas. 
Warmer temperatures can lead to warmer ocean waters. Warmer 
ocean waters might increase the strength and frequency of storms.

Global warming also can affect the kinds of living organisms 
found in ecosystems. For example, some hardwood trees do not 
grow well in warm environments. These trees will no longer be 
found in some areas if temperatures continue to rise. 

 Key Concept Check

5. Consider How are 

global warming and the 

carbon cycle related?

 

 

 

 

Visual Check

4. State Which processes 

add carbon to the 

atmosphere?
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The Greenhouse Effect

Why does too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere increase 
Earth’s temperature? The greenhouse effect is the natural 
process that occurs when certain gases in the atmosphere 
absorb and reradiate thermal energy from the Sun. This thermal 
energy warms Earth’s surface. Without the greenhouse effect, 
Earth would be too cold for life as it exists now.

Carbon dioxide is a greenhouse gas. Other greenhouse gases 
include methane and water vapor. When the amount of 
greenhouse gases increases, more thermal energy is trapped and 
Earth’s surface temperature rises. Global warming occurs. 

The figure below shows how greenhouse gases absorb and 
reradiate thermal energy from the Sun and warm Earth’s surface.

Reading Check

6. Explain How are the 

greenhouse effect and 

global warming related?

 Key Concept Check

8. Assess How can air 

pollution affect human 

health?

Visual Check

7. Identify What happens 

to thermal energy from the 

Sun as a result of the 

greenhouse effect?

Health Disorders
Air pollution affects the environment. It also affects human 

health. Air pollution can cause respiratory problems, including 
triggering asthma attacks. 

Asthma is a disorder of the respiratory system. During an 
asthma attack, breathing passageways narrow. This makes it hard 
for a person to breathe. 

Measuring Air Quality

Some pollutants, such as smoke from forest fires, are easy to 
see. But other pollutants, such as carbon monoxide, are invisible. 
How can people know when levels of air pollution are high?

The Greenhouse Effect
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 The EPA works with state and local agencies to measure and 
report air quality. The Air Quality Index (AQI) is a scale that ranks 
levels of ozone and other air pollutants. The AQI, shown above, 
ranks ozone levels on a scale of 0 to 300. Ozone in the upper 
atmosphere blocks harmful rays from the Sun. But ozone that is close 
to Earth’s surface can cause health problems, including throat 
irritation, coughing, and chest pain. The figure below shows some 
health disorders caused by air pollution. 

Interpreting Tables 

9. Describe If the air 

quality index value is 25, 

what is the air quality 

description? 

 

Visual Check

10. Label  the source of 

the air pollution in the 

figure.

Health Effects of Air Pollution

Air Quality Index

Ozone 

Concentration 

(parts per 

million)

Air Quality 

Index 

Values

Air Quality 

Description
Preventative Actions

0.0 to 0.064 0 to 50 good None needed.

0.065 to 0.084 51 to 100 moderate Highly sensitive people 

should limit prolonged 

outdoor activity.

0.085 to 0.104 101 to 150 unhealthy 

for 

sensitive 

groups

Sensitive people should 

limit prolonged outdoor 

activity.

0.105 to 0.124 151 to 200 unhealthy All should limit 

prolonged outdoor 

activity.

0.125 to 0.404 201 to 300 very 

unhealthy

Sensitive people should 

avoid outdoor activity. All 

should limit outdoor 

activity.
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Positive Actions
Countries around the world are working together to reduce air 

pollution. For example, 190 countries, including the United States, 
have signed the Montreal Protocol to phase out the use of CFCs. 
Since it was signed, levels of CFCs have decreased. The Kyoto 
Protocol aims to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. Currently, 
184 countries have accepted the Kyoto Protocol.

National Initiatives

In the United States, the Clean Air Act sets limits on the 
amount of certain pollutants that can be released into the air. The 
Clean Air Act was passed in 1970. Since then, amounts of carbon 
monoxide, ozone near Earth’s surface, and substances that produce 
acid precipitation have decreased by more than 50 percent. Toxins 
from industrial factories have gone down by 90 percent. 

Cleaner Energy

Using renewable energy resources such as solar power, wind 
power, and geothermal energy to heat homes helps reduce air 
pollution. Remember that renewable resources are resources that 
can be replaced by natural processes in a relatively short amount of 
time. 

People also can invest in more energy-efficient appliances and 
vehicles. For example, some hybrid cars use both a battery and fossil 
fuels for power. They are more energy efficient and emit less 
pollution than vehicles that are powered by fossil fuels alone. Solar 
cars use only the Sun’s energy for power.

How can you help?

Reducing energy use means that fewer pollutants are released 
into the air. You can turn the thermostat lower in the winter when 
you are heating your home and higher in the summer when the air 
conditioner is running to save energy. You can walk when it is safe 
to do so or use public transportation. Each small step you take to 
conserve energy helps improve air, water, and soil quality. 

 Reading Check

12. Evaluate What 

impact has the Clean Air 

Act had on air pollution?

  Key Concept Check

13. State How can 

people help prevent air 

pollution?

11. Predict What do you 

think will be the result of 

the Kyoto Protocol?
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Mini Glossary

acid precipitation: rain or snow that has a lower 
pH than that of normal rainwater

Air Quality Index (AQI): a scale that ranks levels of 
ozone and other air pollutants

global warming: an increase in Earth’s average 
surface temperature

greenhouse effect: the natural process that occurs 
when certain gases in the atmosphere absorb and 
reradiate thermal energy from the Sun

particulate matter: the mix of both solid and liquid 
particles in the air

photochemical smog: caused when nitrogen and 
carbon compounds in the air react in sunlight

1. Review the terms and their definitions in the Mini Glossary. Write a sentence describing the 
effects of acid precipitation.

2. Use the graphic organizer to identify three effects of global warming. 

3. Describe the role that trees and other photosynthetic organisms play in the carbon cycle.

Global Warming

END OF 
LESSON

Reread the statements at the beginning of the 

lesson. Fill in the After column with an A if you 

agree with the statement or a D if you 

disagree. Did you change your mind?

What do you think

Log on to ConnectED.mcgraw-hill.com 
and access your textbook to find this 
lesson’s resources.
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Predict three facts that will be discussed in Lesson 4 after reading the headings. Record your 
predictions in your Science Journal.
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Lesson 4 Impacts on the Atmosphere

I found this on page  .

Explain why clean air is important.

 

 

Differentiate types of air pollution.

Type Source Problem

Photochemical 

smog

Acid 

precipitation

Particulate 

matter

CFCs

Carbon 

monoxide

Importance of Clean Air

I found this on page  . 

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

Types of Air Pollution
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Lesson 4 | Impacts on the Atmosphere (continued)

Organize information about global warming.

Burning of fossil fuels releases  . 

An increased 

can lead to 

an increase in Earth’s  . 

changes in 

ecosystems
warmer oceans

coastal flooding frequency

Diagram the greenhouse effect. Include Earth, Earth’s atmosphere, 
and the Sun. Draw arrows to represent thermal energy.

Global Warming and the 

Carbon Cycle

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .
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Lesson 4 | Impacts on the Atmosphere (continued)

Identify ten ill health effects of air pollution.

Health Effects

of Air Pollution

Interpret air quality data.

AQI Value 
for Ozone

What It Means 

0 to 50

51 to 100

101 to 150

151 to 200

201 to 300

Associate ozone near Earth’s surface with health problems.

Ozone Near 

Earth’s Surface

Health Disorders

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .
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Lesson 4 | Impacts on the Atmosphere (continued)

Compare international initiatives to reduce air pollution.

Montreal Protocol Kyoto Protocol

Characterize the Clean Air Act.

Clean Air Act

decreased toxins 

from industry by

decreased by 

more than 50% 

enacted in 

limits 

Record three renewable energy resources.

1.   3. 

2. 

Assess the benefits of a hybrid car.

more less

Positive Actions

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

  If you are a scientist inventing a solar powered car, what would you tell people 
about your invention so  they would invest money in its development? 

 

 

 

I found this on page  .

I found this on page  .

521_525_TN_G7_S_C16_SN_L4_898440524   524521_525_TN_G7_S_C16_SN_L4_898440524   524 8/29/17   9:11:43 PM8/29/17   9:11:43 PM



Dear Parents & Students, 
 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 
with any questions you or your child might have regarding various assignments. 
 
Please bear in mind that these assignments will not be graded, nor will they count against your 
child in any way. This is merely a way for your child to review different skills that he or she may 
need extra help with, or build new knowledge and skills related to our curriculum.  
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 
SchoolStatus and Google Classroom.  I will provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, 
etc. through Google Classroom.  
 
Starting Monday, March 30th, I will be available the following office hours to answer any 
questions.  
 

● 8:00 am - 3:00 pm via Email or School Status 
● Department Emails: 

○ Mrs. Bernauer:  tmbernauer@tupeloschools.com 
○ Mr. Ball:  sdball@tupeloschools.com 
○ Mr. Windham:  rswindham@tupeloschools.com 
○ Mr. McCarty:  kcmccarty@tupeloschools.com 
○ Mr. Leeke:  tmleeke@tupeloschools.com 

 
 
During this time, I will be available via School Status, Google Classroom, and/or email for 
parents and/or students who are struggling with the current assignments or who have general 
questions regarding the work. Thank you in advance for your support and patience during this 
trying time. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
8th Grade Social Studies Department, Tupelo Middle School 
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8th Grade Social Studies 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday 
March 30  

Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday 
April 1 

Thursday,  
April 2 

Friday,  
April 3 

Social 
Studies 

Geo. Ch. 7 
Lesson 1 
- Guided Reading 
- Essential 
Reading 

Geo. Ch. 7 
Lesson 1 
- Quiz (mid-point 
knowledge check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 
Geo. Ch. 7 
Lesson 3 
- Guided Reading 

Geo. Ch. 7 
Lesson 3 
- Essential Reading 
- Quiz (mid-point 
knowledge check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 
Geo Ch. 7 
- Vocabulary Builder 

Geo Ch. 7 
- Geography Skills  
- Critical Thinking 
Skills 

Geo. Ch. 7  
- Chapter Test 
(Summative 
Knowledge Check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 

  

  Monday,  
April 6 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

Wednesday, 
April 8 

Thursday,  
April 9 

Friday,  
April 10 

Social 
Studies 

Geo. Ch. 8 
Lesson 1 
- Guided Reading 
- Essential Reading  

Geo. Ch. 8 
Lesson 1 
- Quiz (mid-point 
knowledge check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 
Geo. Ch. 8 
Lesson 3 
- Guided Reading 

Geo. Ch. 8 
Lesson 3 
- Essential Reading 
- Quiz (mid-point 
knowledge check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 
Geo Ch. 8 
- Vocabulary Builder 

 Geo Ch. 8 
- Geography Skills  
- Critical Thinking 
Skills 

 Geo. Ch. 8  
- Chapter Test 
(Summative 
Knowledge Check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 

  

  Monday,  
April 13 

Tuesday,  
April 14 

Wednesday, 
April 15 

Thursday,  
April 16 

Friday,  
April 17 

Social 
Studies 

Geo. Ch. 11 
Lesson 1 
- Guided Reading 
- Essential Reading  

Geo. Ch. 11 
Lesson 1 
- Quiz (mid-point 
knowledge check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 
Geo. Ch. 11 
Lesson 3 
- Guided Reading 

Geo. Ch. 11 
Lesson 3 
- Essential Reading 
- Quiz (mid-point 
knowledge check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 
Geo Ch. 11 
- Vocabulary Builder 

 Geo Ch. 11 
- Chapter Test 
(Summative 
Knowledge Check - 
NOT FOR GRADE) 
 

NewsELA article 
- Restaurants 
helping out during 
this time of need 
 
Any make-up work 
from this schedule 

 



Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean Islands

Lesson 1 Physical Geography

netw  rks

NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

1

Essential Question: How does geography influence the 
way people live?

Physical Geography of Mexico and Central America

Directions: Use your textbook to complete the webs as you read the 
section. 

Types of Land 
Features in Mexico 

and Central America

Important Bodies of 
Water in Mexico and 

Central America

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: Worksheet_C07
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2

Guided Reading Activity cont.

Climate Zones in 
Mexico and Central 

America

 Natural Resources in 
Mexico and Central 

America

Program: World Geography Anc.
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Component: Worksheet_C07
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NAME  DATE  CLASS 

3

Guided Reading Activity cont.

Physical Geography of the Caribbean Islands

Directions: Use your textbook to answer these questions about the physical 
geography of the Caribbean islands.

1. What three groups of islands make up the Caribbean islands? 

2. What is the climate of the Caribbean islands?

3. What natural disasters affect the Caribbean islands? 

4.   What important natural resources can be found in these Caribbean 

islands? Trinidad and Tobago:  The Dominican 

Republic:  Cuba:  Jamaica: 

5.  What are the most important resources of the Caribbean islands? 

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: Worksheet_C07

Grade: Ancillary
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 Where in the world: Mexico, Central America,  Where in the world: Mexico, Central America, 
and the Caribbean?and the Caribbean?

 M exico, C entral America, and the Caribbean Islands
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography

Terms to Know
isthmus a narrow strip of land that connects two larger land areas
tierra caliente the warmest climate zone, located at a lower elevation of the Tropics
tierra templada a temperate climate zone, located in a higher elevation of the Tropics
tierra fria a colder climate zone, located in a higher elevation of the Tropics
bauxite mineral ore that is used to make aluminum
extinct describing a volcano that is no longer able to erupt
dormant describing a volcano that is still capable of erupting but showing no signs of activity

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does geography influence the way people live?

Reading Essentials and Study Guide 71

Program: Wolrd Geography Anc.
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography, continued

Physical Geography of Mexico and 
Central America
Guiding Question What landforms and waterways do Mexico and 
Central America have?
Mexico and Central America form an isthmus, a narrow strip of 
land, that connects North and South America. Along with South 
America and some Caribbean islands, they make up Latin America. 
Spanish and Portuguese are spoken in this region of the Americas. 
Both languages are based on Latin, the language of ancient Rome.

Mexico is the largest nation of the region, with about two-thirds 
of the land.  On the north, it has a long border with the United 
States. Two coastal mountain ranges form a backwards y. The Sierra 
Madre Occidental is on the west, and the Sierra Madre Oriental is in 
the east. There are coastal plains alongside both ranges.

Between the mountain ranges is a high central plateau.  The two 
ranges join in the Southern Highlands, which form the tail of the y. 
Mountains run down the center of Central America, with narrow 
coastal lowlands on both sides.

Mexico and Central America lie along the Ring of Fire that rims 
the Pacific Ocean. Volcanoes are common here. The mountains of 
the Sierra Madre Occidental are made up of volcanic rock, but 
there are no active volcanoes. There are active volcanoes in the 
southern part of the Central Plateau and in Central America. The 
volcanic rock breaks down to create fertile, productive soil. 
Earthquakes are also common along the Ring of Fire.

The Pacific Ocean is on the west side of Mexico and Central 
America. The Gulf of California is an inlet of the Pacific Ocean that 
separates Baja California from the rest of Mexico. On the east are 
two arms of the Atlantic Ocean. They are the Gulf of Mexico and 
the Caribbean Sea.

There are few rivers in the region. Northern Mexico has a dry 
climate. The Rio Bravo del Norte is an important river. It is known 
as the Rio Grande in the United States. Southern Mexico and 
Central America get more rain. The largest lake is Lake Nicaragua 
in Nicaragua. The Panama Canal is an important waterway. It was 
built in the early 1900s to allow ships to travel between the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans without going around South America.

Most of Mexico and Central America lie in the tropics. Because 
they are near the Equator, you might expect that the climate 
would be hot. The coastal lowlands are hot, but areas that are 
 higher up are not. The highlands are much cooler. 

 Defining

1. What is the definition 
of isthmus?

 

 

 

 

  Marking the 

Text 

2. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of the three 
mountain ranges that 
are found in Mexico.

  Explaining

3. What effect does the 
Ring of Fire have on 
Mexico and Central 
America?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

4. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of the bodies of 
water found in the 
region.
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography, continued

 Drawing 

Conclusions

5. Why do most of the 
people in Mexico and 
Central America live in 
the tierra templada 
climate zone?

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

6. Read the text on the 
left. Underline the 
sentences that 
describe a tropical 
wet/dry climate.

 Marking the 

Text

7. Circle the mineral that 
is used to make 
aluminum.

 Reading 

Progress Check

8. Why are different 
climate zones found in 
this region, even 
though most of the 
region is in the tropics?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geographers divide nearly all the region into three climate 
zones based on their elevation, or how high they are. Soil, crops, 
animals, and climate change from zone to zone. 

The tierra caliente (“hot land”) is the warmest zone. Tropical 
crops such as bananas, sugarcane, and rice grow there. 

Slightly higher in elevation, the tierra templada (“temperate 
land”) has a cooler climate. Coffee, corn, and wheat grow well in 
this zone and most of the people of the region live there. 

At an even higher elevation is the tierra fria (“cold land”), which 
has chilly nights. Hardy crops such as potatoes, barley, and wheat 
grow there. Dairy farming is also a major agricultural activity in this 
climate zone. 

A fourth zone above this is the tierra helada ("frozen land"), 
where few human activities take place. However, this climate zone 
is more common in other areas of the Americas.

Tierra Caliente
75˚F – 80˚F (24˚C – 27˚C)

Tierra Templada
65˚F – 75˚F (18˚C – 24˚C)

Tierra Fría
55˚F – 65˚F

(13˚C – 18˚C)

Tierra Helada
20˚F – 55˚F (-7˚C – 13˚C)

Bananas

CacaoRice

Potatoes

Wheat

Barley

Apples

10,000 feet
(3,048 m)

6,000 feet
(1,829 m)

2,500 feet
(762 m)

Sea Level

Coffee

Corn
Citrus 

Sugarcane

 Much of Mexico and Central America has a tropical wet/dry 
climate. Most of the precipitation falls during the wet summer 
season. There is a dry winter season that is longer in areas 
farther from the Equator. Fierce hurricanes can strike during the 
summer and early fall.

Mexico’s most important resources are oil and natural gas. They 
are found along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico and in the gulf 
waters. The Spanish were first attracted to the area’s gold and 
silver. Other minerals found here include copper, iron ore, and 
bauxite, a mineral ore used to make aluminum.

Most of Central America has few mineral resources. Nicaragua is 
an exception. It has gold, silver, iron ore, lead, zinc, and copper. 
Guatemala has some oil, and its mountains produce nickel.
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography, continued

  Marking the 

Text

9. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of the two 
countries that share 
the island of 
 Hispaniola.

 Drawing 

Conclusions

10. Why do you think that 
some of the islands of 
the Caribbean are 
called the Greater 
Antilles, while others 
are called the Lesser 
Antilles?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Defining

11. How do extinct 
volcanoes differ from 
active volcanoes?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P hysical Geography of the Caribbean 
Islands
Guiding Question How are the Caribbean islands alike and 
different from one another?
Hundreds of islands dot the Caribbean Sea. They are home to 
more than 30 countries or territories belonging to other countries. 
Some are large, with millions of people. Others are tiny, and home 
to only thousands.

The Caribbean islands can be split into three groups: the 
Greater Antilles, the Lesser Antilles, and the Bahamas. Each group 
contains many islands. 

Caribbean Island Groups

Greater Antilles
Four large islands: Cuba, Jamaica, 
Hispaniola, and Puerto Rico

Lesser Antilles
Dozens of smaller islands, mostly 
independent countries

Bahamas
Independent nation made up of more 
than 3,000 islands east of Florida

Cuba and Jamaica are independent countries. Hispaniola is 
home to two countries. Haiti is located on the west side of the 
island, and the Dominican Republic is on the east side. Puerto Rico 
is a U.S. commonwealth. It has its own government, but the 
people are American citizens.

The Lesser Antilles were once colonies of France, Britain, Spain, 
or the Netherlands. Now they are independent countries. Their 
cultures reflect their colonial past.

The Greater Antilles are a mountain chain. Much of this 
mountain chain is under water. The Lesser Antilles were formed by 
volcanoes. Many of these volcanoes no longer erupt because they 
are extinct. However, some are only dormant. That means they 
could erupt but do not show any signs of being active.

The Caribbean Sea is a western arm of the Atlantic Ocean. Its 
warm waters help feed the Gulf Stream. This current carries warm 
water up to the eastern coast of the United States. The Caribbean 
islands have a tropical wet/dry climate. 

Temperatures are high year-round, but ocean breezes make life 
comfortable. Humidity is generally high. Rainfall varies. Some 
islands can get only 10 inches of rain a year. Others can get as 
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography, continued

much as 350 inches a year. The islands, mostly those in the north, 
are prone to hurricanes.

The Caribbean Sea is rich in fish. Some are harvested for food 
and others are for sport fishing. The islands have little timber 
today, and there are few mineral resources. Some Caribbean 
islands have important resources, though. Trinidad and Tobago 
have oil and natural gas. The Dominican Republic exports nickel, 
gold, and silver. Cuba is a major nickel producer. Jamaica has large 
amounts of bauxite.

However, the islands’ most important resources are their climate 
and people. Millions of tourists come each year to enjoy the sandy 
beaches and warm hospitality.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory How is the physical geography of Mexico and Central America 

similar?

2.  Informative/Explanatory Why do the islands of the Caribbean Sea have so many different 
cultures?
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 Reading 

Progress Check

12. How did the islands of 
the Caribbean form?
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Lesson Quiz 1

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. Mexico shares its southern border with the United States.

________ 2. Mexico and Central America have four distinct seasons.

________ 3. Mexico is an important oil-producing country.

________ 4. The Caribbean Sea is an arm of the Pacifi c Ocean.

________ 5. The Caribbean attracts millions of tourists to the region each year.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. Which of the following are common natural occurrences in Mexico?

A. tornadoes C. earthquakes

B. ice storms D. tsunamis

________ 7. Which vertical climate zone in Mexico is also known as “hot land”?

 A. tierra templada C. tierra fria

B. tierra buena D. tierra caliente

________ 8. Why has Mexico’s oil production declined since 2004?

A. There is too much conflict in Mexico.

B. Its oil fields are old and starting to run out of oil.

C. No one wants to buy the oil.

D. Oil is not a good product to sell.

________ 9. Which Caribbean country is a commonwealth of the United States?

A. Puerto Rico

B. Cuba

C. Haiti

D. Jamaica

_______ 10. What land, which is now a country, did Christopher Columbus fi rst sight in 1492?

A. Mexico

B. Costa Rica

C. Bahamas

D. United States
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Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean Islands

netw  rks

Lesson 3 Life in the Region

NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

1

Essential Question: Why do people trade?

Modern Mexico

Directions: Use your textbook to answer the following questions about the 
economy, culture, and challenges in modern Mexico.

1. What is NAFTA and how has it affected the Mexican economy?  

2. What are the major industries in Mexico today? 

3. What two cultures are blended to make Mexican culture? 

4. What are four major problems facing Mexico today?  

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: Worksheet_C07
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2

Guided Reading Activity cont.

Modern Central America

Directions: Complete the table by filling in key facts about the economy, 
challenges, and culture in Central America today.

 Economy of Central 

America

Challenges Facing 

Central America

Culture of Central 

America

Program: World Geography Anc.
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3

Guided Reading Activity cont.

The Caribbean Islands

Directions: Use your textbook to answer the following questions about the 
economies and cultures of the Caribbean islands.

1. Name the economic challenges and their causes for each of the following 

Caribbean countries and territories.

  a. Puerto Rico:  

 

 b. Cuba: 

 

 c. Haiti: 

 

2. What makes Trinidad and Tobago one of the more successful economies 

of the Caribbean? 

 3. What is a remittance? 

4. Why are so many different languages spoken in the Caribbean? 

5. How have the Caribbean islands influenced world music? 
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
Why do people trade?

Lesson 3: Life in the Region

What Do You Know?What Do You Know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. After this lesson, 
complete the last column.

Now... Later...

How much of Mexico’s output 
comes from factories? 

What problems do residents of 
Mexico City face?

What products are 
manufactured in Central 
America?

What problems does Haiti face?

Terms to Know
maquiladora a foreign-owned factory where workers assemble parts
mural a large painting on a wall
dependence too much reliance
free-trade zone an area where trade barriers between countries are relaxed or lowered
remittance the money sent back home by people who have gone somewhere else to work
reggae a traditional Jamaican style of music that uses complex drum rhythms

 Modern Mexico 
Guiding Question What is life like in Mexico today?
Mexico has a rich culture and is a rising economic power. It has 
close economic ties to the United States and Canada. Those three 
countries are joined in the North America Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). Most of Mexico’s trade is with the United States.

Factories account for about a third of Mexico’s output. Some of 
them are maquiladoras, foreign-owned factories where products 
are assembled for export. Many are in northern Mexico. Textile and 
clothing industries, heavy manufacturing, and food processing are 
also important. Mexico produces iron, steel, and cars.

 Defining

1. How does a 
maquiladora differ 
from a regular factory?
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Agriculture remains important. Cotton and wheat grow in the 
north. Along the southeastern coast, farms produce coffee, 
sugarcane, and fruit. Farmers grow corn, wheat, fruits, and 
vegetables on the central plateau. Many farmers in the poor south 
grow just enough to feed their families.

Service industries are also important. Banking helps economic 
growth. A major service industry is tourism. People come to 
Mexico from around the world. Some visit ancient Maya sites and 
tour cities with Spanish colonial architecture. Others come to relax 
in resorts along the tropical coasts.

Mexicans are proud of their blend of Spanish and native 
cultures. In the early 1900s, several Mexican painters created 
impressive murals, which are large wall paintings, to celebrate 
Mexico’s history and people. The Ballet Folklórico performs 
Mexican dances. Sports reflect Mexico’s ties to Spain and the 
United States. Both soccer and baseball are popular.

Mexico City is one of the largest cities in the world. With its 
suburbs, it has more than 21 million people. This is nearly
20 percent of Mexico’s population. Overcrowding and pollution 
are both problems. Air pollution from cars and factories is 
sometimes held in place by mountains. The result can be a serious 
threat to health.

Criminals who sell illegal drugs are another challenge facing 
Mexico. Drug lords use violence to fight police and frighten 
people. Mexico has been battling this problem with some success. 
Poverty is another major challenge. From one-fifth to nearly half of 
Mexico’s people are poor. The economy is growing, however, and 
some economists predict that Mexico will become the region's 
leading economy in the 2010s.

 Modern Central America
Guiding Question What is life like in Central America?

Central America has fewer resources than Mexico. Poverty is 
widespread. Some of the countries of Central America have begun 
to escape dependence, or too much reliance, on cash crops. Both 
manufacturing and tourism have grown. Most manufacturing is 
food processing and clothing and textile production. Tourists visit 
ancient Maya sites in Belize and Guatemala. They visit Costa Rica 
to see the plants and animals of the rain forest.

Panama benefits economically from the Panama Canal. It has 
begun a project that will expand the canal so that it can handle 
larger cargo ships.

Lesson 3: Life in the Region, continued

  Marking the 

Text

2. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
agricultural products 
produced in the 
different regions of 
Mexico.

 Identifying

3. What challenges does 
Mexico face?

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

4. How have close ties 
with the United States 
helped Mexico’s 
economy?

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

5. Read the text on the 
left. Underline the 
sentences that tell 
about tourist attractions 
in Central America.
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Lesson 3: Life in the Region, continued

 Comparing and 

Contrasting

6. What similarities and 
differences are there 
between NAFTA and 
CAFTA-DR?

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

7. Circle the definition of 
a free-trade zone. Why 
would nations want to 
be part of one?

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

8. Why is poverty such a 
big problem in Central 
America?

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

 9. Underline the text that 
tells what life in Cuba 
is like today.

 

 

The countries need to grow their economies to provide jobs for 
growing populations. Trade agreements provide a way to promote 
growth. In the 2000s, the United States and the Dominican Republic 
signed agreements with five Central American countries. The 
Central American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR) creates a free-

trade zone. This means that trade barriers between these countries 
are lowered.

 
United 
States

Guatemala

Costa Rica
Dominican 

Republic

El SalvadorHonduras

CAFTA-DR

Modern Central America faces several challenges. Natural 
disasters pose another challenge to the area. Earthquakes and 
hurricanes can have a serious effect on a nation’s economy.  The 
region is also held back by political problems. The civil wars of the 
1980s and 1990s are over. Some of the issues that caused them still 
exist. Conflicts could resume.

Central America’s culture is influenced by European and native 
traditions. Spanish is the chief language in most of the region. In 
Belize, English is the official language. English is also spoken in many 
cities in the region. Native languages are common in rural Guatemala.

Most of the population is of mixed European and native 
heritage. Some people of African and Asian descent also live there. 
Most of the people are Roman Catholics. In recent years, 
Protestant faiths have gained followers.

The Caribbean Islands
Guiding Question What is life like on the Caribbean islands?

Most of the Caribbean islands are small countries. They have small 
populations and few resources. The biggest challenge for most is to 
develop economically. There is high unemployment in Puerto Rico. 
Cuba’s economy is in poor condition. It relies on aid from 
Venezuela. Under communism, Cubans have little political freedom.

Haiti has a history of poor leadership. It is one of the world’s 
poorest nations. There is also widespread disease. As many as one 
in eight Haitians have left the country. Among them were Haiti’s 
most educated people. The country has not recovered from a 
deadly 2010 earthquake.
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Lesson 3: Life in the Region, continued

Smaller Caribbean islands have had more political success. 
Governments are democratic and stable. However, their 
economies are plagued by few resources and poverty. 
Remittances, or money sent back by people who migrated to 
other lands for work, play an important part in island economies.

Tourism is a major part of the economy of several islands. There 
are resorts in the Bahamas, Jamaica, and other islands. Resorts 
provide jobs for island citizens.

Caribbean cultures show a mix of mainly European and African 
influences. Large numbers of Asians also came to some of the 
islands in the 1800s and 1900s. Languages spoken on the islands 
reflect their colonial heritage. English is taught in Puerto Rico’s 
schools. Creole, a blend of French and African languages, is also 
spoken in Haiti.

Languages of the Caribbean Islands

French • Haiti

English • Bahamas 
• Jamaica

Spanish • Cuba
• Dominican Republic
• Cuba

Music of the Caribbean islands blends African and European 
influences. Cuba is famous for its salsa, and Jamaica for reggae. 
 Reggae is popular around the world not only for its musical qualities 
but also for lyrics that protest poverty and lack of equal rights.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory List three industries that are important in Mexico.

2.  Informative/Explanatory How have natural disasters affected the region’s economies?

 Drawing 

Conclusions

10. How do the languages 
of the Caribbean 
islands reflect their 
colonial history?

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. How do economic 
conditions in Jamaica 
relate to the 
development of 
reggae?
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Lesson Quiz 3

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. Where do nearly 20 percent of Mexico's people live?

A. Acapulco C. Mexico City

B. Cancun D. Leon

________ 7. What is the economic level of up to 50 percent of the population in Mexico?

A. poor

B. moderately wealthy

C. wealthy

D. extremely wealthy

________ 8. What is the main language in most Central American countries?

A. English C. Italian

B. French D. Spanish

________ 9. Which Caribbean country ranks among the world’s poorest nations? 

A. Haiti

B. Belize

C. Jamaica

D. Dominican Republic

_______ 10. Which Caribbean country is known for its reggae music?

A. Cuba

B. Haiti

C. Dominican Republic

D. Jamaica

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

________ 1. destructive hurricane that hit Nicaragua

________ 2. large painting made on a wall

________ 3. major service industry in Mexico

________ 4. type of factory in Mexico

________ 5. type of government in Cuba

A. mural

B. Mitch

C. maquiladora

D. communist

E. tourism
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Vocabulary Builder

A. Content Vocabulary

Directions: Use the words in the word bank to answer the questions.

isthmus bauxite plantation staple surplus

dependence  tierra caliente free trade zone revolution tierra helada

caudillo maquiladora tierra templada colonialism mural

dormant extinct tierra fría cash crops Columbian 
Exchange

remittance reggae  conquistador

 1. Which four terms tell about the climate of Mexico and Central America?

 a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

 2.  Which landform in Mexico and Central America connects North America 

and South America?  

 3. Which two terms describe volcanoes that are now quiet?

a. 

b. 

 4. What is a food called that is eaten regularly, such as corn?

 5. Which term names what you have when your farm produces more than 

you need?
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2

 6. Which two terms have to do with the military might of colonial times in 

Mexico and Central America?

a. 

b. 

 7. Which two terms have to do with farming in Central America during colonial times?

a. 

b. 

 8. Which three terms have to do with the present-day economy of this region?

a. 

b. 

c. 

B. Academic Vocabulary

Directions: Select the word or words closest in meaning to the underlined word.

 9. In 2007, Panama initiated a major building program to expand the Panama 

Canal so it can accept larger cargo ships.

a. voted for

b. funded

c. wrapped up

d. began

10. The landforms of Central America are similar to those found in south-

central Mexico.

a. smaller

b. simpler

c. comparable

d. different
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3

11. Under normal circumstances, the air at high elevations has less oxygen than 

air at sea level.

a. conditions

b. climates

c.  altitudes

d. appearances

12. The Spanish conquest of the Aztec Empire completely transformed life in 

Mexico.

a. enlarged

b. changed

c. translated

d. transferred

13. One feature of Maya culture was the great cities that they built.

a. fact

b. addition

c. figure

d. aspect

14. The volcanoes of Central America bring great benefit to the soil so that it is 

more productive.

a. agriculture

b. improvement

c. chemicals

d. damage
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Geography Skills Activity

Using an Informational Map 

Learning the Skill

All maps give information of some type, but they vary widely in what types 
of information they provide. Most maps are used to find the locations of 
places. Other maps, however, are used to support texts, to tell a story, and 
to provide additional information on a particular topic. The map below is 
meant to be used as an illustration to support the information in your 
textbook about the Columbian Exchange.  

Practicing the Skill

Directions: Study the map and answer the questions.

1. What information does the map provide? 

Columbian Exchange

Squash

Sweet
Potatoes

Pineapples

Peppers

Turkeys

Corn
Pumpkins

Peanuts Potatoes Tomatoes

Tobacco

Cacao Beans
Vanilla

Coffee
Beans

Onions Olives

Citrus
Fruits

Bananas
Grapes

Turnips

Pears &
Peaches

Sugarcane

Grains
Livestock

Honeybees

Disease

   Cough

     A
E ICAS TO EU OPE, ASIA, AND AF ICA 

EU OPE, AF ICA, AND ASIA TO A
E ICAS 

EUROPE

AFRICA

NORTH
AMERICA

SOUTH
AMERICA

60°W 30°W 0°

30°N

0°

0 1,000 kilometers

1,000 miles0

Mercator  projection

N

S

EW
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Geography Skills Activity cont.

2. How does the map communicate that movement is taking place? 

3. Using only the information on the map, write a short description of the 
Columbian Exchange. 

4. What information is missing from the map?

Applying the Skill

Directions: Draw an informational map. Include a title, simple graphics, and 
labels to communicate your ideas. Suggested topics include getting to school 
and back, going grocery shopping, or driving to a favorite family vacation 
destination or to home and away games of a sports team. You may use one of 
these suggested topics or choose one of your own. 
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Making Generalizations

Learning the Skill

• When you make generalizations, you take specific information and use 
reasoning to come up with a general, or non-specific, concept that 
unites the information. When making generalizations, you look at what 
the things, concepts, or ideas have in common with one another. For 
example, if you are studying a group of dogs, you could make the correct 
generalizations that dogs have four legs, fur, and sharp teeth. 

• Generalizations should be made with care, however. If you do not have 
enough information or data, you may make an incorrect generalization. 
For example, if the group of dogs included only toy poodles, miniature 
schnauzers, and Chihuahuas, you might generalize that all dogs are 
small. This is because your sample does not include great Danes, golden 
retrievers, or German shepherd dogs. So your generalization is incorrect. 

• Generalizations are useful because they help you understand unifying 
concepts. However, be aware that there are almost always exceptions to 
any generalization. 

• One way to check whether a statement is a generalization is to find out 
whether the statement has exceptions. If it is basically true but not 
always, it is probably a generalization. Also look for clue words and 
phrases, such as generally, as a rule, tends to, in general, and usually. 

Critical Thinking Skills Activity 

Caribbean
Plate

North
American

Plate

Caribbean
Plate

Cocos
Plate

South American Plate

African
Plate

Eurasian Plate

Arabian
Plate

Nazca Plate

Juan de Fuca Plate

Pacific Plate

PAC I F I C
O C E A N

AT L A N T I C
O C E A N

I N D I A N
O C E A N

0 2,000 kilometers

2,000 miles0

Miller projection

N

S

EW

Plate boundary
Volcano
Earthquake
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Critical Thinking Skills Activity cont.

Practicing the Skill 

Directions: For each item, write “G” if the statement is a generalization. Write 
“F” if the statement is a fact rather than a generalization. 

 1. The Pacific Plate is almost all ocean.

 2. Africa has few earthquakes. 

 3. Earthquakes and volcanoes tend to occur in the same areas. 

 4. Some areas have no earthquake or volcano activity. 

 5. Earthquakes and volcanoes can happen under the ocean. 

 6. Earthquakes usually occur along plate boundaries. 

 7. Plates are generally very large areas. 

Applying the Skill

Directions: Answer the questions based on information on the map.

1. Make a generalization about earthquakes in Central America compared to 
another part of the world. 

2. Make a generalization about the shape of plate boundaries. 
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Chapter Test, Form A

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

_______ 11. What two arms of the Atlantic Ocean border Mexico and Central America on
the east?

A. Rio Bravo del Norte and the Caribbean Sea

B. Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea

C. Lake Nicaragua and the Rio Grande

D. Rio Grande and the Gulf of Mexico

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).
If the statement is false, rewrite it to make it true.

________ 1. The Spanish and Portuguese languages are spoken in Latin America.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 2. The largest Latin American country is Belize.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 3. Oil and natural gas are Mexico’s most important resources.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 4. The Maya made accurate calendars.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 5. The biggest challenge for the Caribbean islands is to attract more tourists.

___________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

________ 6. trade agreement among Mexico, Canada, 
and the United States

________ 7. led Haiti’s independence movement

________ 8. military strongmen who ruled Central 
American governments

________ 9. form of Caribbean music for which Cuba 
is famous

_______ 10. one of Mexico’s peninsulas

A. salsa

B. caudillos

C. Baja California

D. NAFTA

E. Toussaint L’Ouverture

Discovering World Geography 77

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: QT_Ch07

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

073_084_QTsurvey_C07.indd Page 77  11/16/12  9:51 PM GG-009073_084_QTsurvey_C07.indd Page 77  11/16/12  9:51 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ___________________________________________________ DATE  _____________________  CLASS  ______________

netw  rks
Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean Islands

Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 12. In which climate zone does most of Mexico and Central America lie?

A. high mountain

B. humid temperate

C. desert

D. tropical

_______ 13. Where did the Maya live?

A. lowland plains of the Yucatán Peninsula

B. northern area of Baja California

C. what is now Honduras

D. Tenochtitlán

 

Tierra Caliente
75˚F – 80˚F (24˚C – 27˚C)

Tierra Templada
65˚F – 75˚F (18˚C – 24˚C)

Tierra Fría
55˚F – 65˚F

(13˚C – 18˚C)

Tierra Helada
20˚F – 55˚F (-7˚C – 13˚C)

Bananas
CacaoRice

Potatoes

Wheat
Barley

Apples

10,000 feet
(3,048 m)

6,000 feet
(1,829 m)

2,500 feet
(762 m)

Sea Level

Coffee

Corn Citrus 
Sugarcane

_______ 14. Based on the diagram above, in which climate zone did the fi rst natives of 
Mexico most likely grow corn?

 A. tierra nevada

B. tierra caliente

C. tierra fria

D. tierra templada

 _______ 15. Based on the diagram above, which crop is best suited to a cooler, shorter 
growing season?

A. bananas

B. sugar

C. potatoes

D. coffee
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Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean Islands

Chapter Test, Form A cont.

 _______ 16. Why is English the offi  cial language of Belize?

A. The Maya lived there.

B. The Aztec conquered the Spanish there.

C. The British claimed the area.

D. The Spanish settled the area.

 _______ 17. On what resource have the countries of Central America long depended?

A. service industries

B. cash crops

C. manufacturing

D. tourism

DIRECTIONS: Short Answer Answer each of the following questions.

 18. Why did so many Native Americans die during the colonial period? What eff ect did this 
have on the slave trade?

 19. Explain why air pollution is particularly bad in Mexico City.

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following question on a separate piece of paper.

 20. Discuss the Aztec’s confl ict with the Spanish. Why were the Aztec defeated by a small 
force of conquerors? How did the Spanish conquest aff ect life in Mexico?
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Lesson 1 Physical Geography of Brazil

NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

1

Essential Question: How does geography influence the 
way people live?

Waterways and Landforms

Directions: As you read the section, use your textbook to answer the 
following questions about the waterways and landforms of Brazil.

1. Where does the Amazon River begin and where does it end? 

2. In what way is the Amazon the largest river in the world? 

3. What is the Amazon Basin? 

4. What kinds of landforms are found in the Brazilian Highlands? 

5. In what area of Brazil do most of the people live? 
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2

Guided Reading Activity cont.

A Tropical Climate

Directions: Use your textbook to complete the chart with information on 
the climate in different parts of Brazil. Sample answers are provided in the first 
row of the chart.

Area Climate Type Description

northern Brazil, along 
the Equator

tropical rain forest • every day is warm and wet

•  temperatures in the 80s during 
the day

• very humid

 areas along the 
Amazon River

northern and central 
Brazilian Highlands

northeastern 
Brazilian Highlands

southeastern Brazil
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3

Guided Reading Activity cont.

 N  atural Resources

Directions: Brazil enjoys plentiful natural resources. Use your textbook to 
help you fill in the blanks to describe them.

 1.  and other hardwoods are found in Brazil’s rain 

forest. 

 2. Rich  resources, including iron ore, tin, copper, 

bauxite, gold, and manganese are found in Brazil.

 3. There are reserves of  and  

under the ocean floor off Brazil’s coast.

 4. Brazil produces more , , and 

 than any other country.

 5. Today  provide more export income for Brazil than 

coffee.

 6.  changes like the building of the Transamazonica  

higway have opened up Brazil's vast interior regions to development .    

 7. The rate of deforestation in the Amazon has actually  

 since 1995.

 8. Brazilian farmers produce most of the country's food and still provide 

more than  of the country's exports.
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 Where in the World:  Colonies in Brazil Where in the World:  Colonies in Brazil
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Ama zon R.

AT L A N T I C
O C E A N

PAC I FI C
O C E A N Tr

ea
ty

 o
f T

or
de

si
lla

s (
14

94
)

Cananéia
(1531)

São Vicente
(1532)

Salvador
(1549)

São Paulo
(1554)

Rio de Janeiro
(1565)

70°W 60°W 50°W 40°W 30°W 20°W

10°N

10°S

20°S

0°

80°W90°W

EQUATOR

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN

0 800 kilometers

800 miles0

Lambert Azimuthal Equal-Area projection

N

S

EW

Portuguese-speaking countries
Spanish-speaking countries

 Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Brazil

Terms to Know
tributary small river that flows into a larger river
basin an area into which a river and its tributaries drain
rain forest dense stand of trees and other growth that receives high amounts of precipitation
canopy umbrella-like covering formed by the tops of trees in a rain forest
plateau an area of high, flat land
escarpment steep cliff at the edge of a plateau with a lowland area below
pampas treeless grassland 
Tropics area between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn, which has generally warm 

temperatures because it receives the direct rays of the sun for much of the year
temperate zone area between the Tropic of Capricorn and the Antarctic Circle and between the 

Tropic of Cancer and the Arctic Circle

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does geography influence the way people live?
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Brazil, continued

 Defining

1. In the text, find the 
definitions of tributary 
and basin. Highlight 
them in different 
colors.

 Drawing 

Conclusions

2. Why do you think the 
Amazon rain forest is 
the world’s richest 
biological resource?

 

 

 

 

 Determing Word 

Meaning

3. What is an 
escarpment?

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

4. Why do many 
Brazilians live in the 
Brazilian Highlands? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterways and Landforms
Guiding Question What are Brazil’s physical features?

The Amazon River starts in the Andes of Peru and flows east to the 
Atlantic Ocean. The Amazon is the world’s second longest river. 
However, it is the largest river in the world in terms of how much 
freshwater it carries. One reason it carries so much water is that it 
has more than 1,000 smaller rivers that flow into it. These smaller 
rivers are called tributaries. 

The Amazon and its tributaries empty into the Amazon Basin. A 
basin is an area into which a river and its tributaries drain. The 
Amazon Basin covers more than 2 million square miles (5.2 million 
sq. km). Much of the Amazon Basin is covered by the world’s 
largest rain forest, or warm woodland with a high yearly rainfall.

In the rain forest, tall evergreen trees form a canopy, or an 
umbrella-like covering. Called the Selva, this rain forest is the 
world’s richest biological resource. It is home to several million 
kinds of plants, insects, birds, and other animals.

South and east of the Amazon River are the Brazilian Highlands. 
This is mainly a region of rolling hills and areas of high, flat land 
called plateaus. The highlands are divided into western and 
eastern parts. The western part of the highlands is made up of 
grassland. Farming and ranching are the main activities here. 

The eastern part contains low mountain ranges. In other places, 
highland plateaus plunge to the Atlantic coast where the land 
forms escarpments. These are steep cliffs at the edge of a plateau 
with a lowland area below. Farther south are grassy, treeless plains 
called pampas. Farmers and ranchers make good use of the fertile 
soil here. Two of Brazil’s largest cities are in the highlands.

Brasilia

• Third-largest city in Brazil
• Population of 3.5 million people 
• Capital city

São Paulo

• Largest city in Southern Hemisphere
• Population of 17 million people
• Important industrial city

Brazil has one of the longest strips of coastal plains in South 
America. It is wedged between the Brazilian Highlands and the 
Atlantic Ocean. This narrow plains region is called the Atlantic 
lowlands. The coastal lowlands cover a small part of Brazil’s 
territory but most of the population lives there. Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil’s second-largest city, lies on these lowlands.

Brazil

Reading Essentials and Study Guide 85

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C08

Grade: Ancillary

PDF Pass

084_095_DWG_RESG_C08.indd Page 85  11/2/12  6:38 PM GG-009084_095_DWG_RESG_C08.indd Page 85  11/2/12  6:38 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Brazil, continued

 Contrasting

5. What is the difference 
in location between 
the Tropics and the 
temperate zone?

 

 

 

 

  Marking the 

Text

6. How many different 
climates does Brazil 
experience? Circle 
each one and write the 
total here.

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

7. What factors make 
farming in the 
northeastern part of 
Brazil difficult?

 

 

 

 Describing

8. List the two areas in 
Brazil where natural 
resources are mined.

 

 

 

 

 

A Tropical Climate
Guiding Question What are Brazil’s climate and weather like?

Most of Brazil is located in the Tropics. This is the zone along 
Earth’s Equator that lies between the Tropic of Cancer and the 
Tropic of Capricorn. The area along the Equator in northern Brazil 
has a tropical rain forest climate. Every day is warm and wet. 

The area along the Amazon River also has a tropical rain forest 
climate. Winds called monsoons bring a huge amount of rain. In 
monsoon season, flooding swells the Amazon River. During dry 
season, forest fires are a danger.

Most of the northern and central Brazilian Highlands have a 
tropical wet/dry climate. As the name implies, there are two 
seasons—a wet summer with lots of rain and a dry winter with 
very little rain. Daily average temperatures are around 70°F (21°C) 
in the summer and 60°F (16°C) in the winter.

The northeastern part of the Brazilian Highlands is the hottest 
and driest part of the country. It has a semiarid climate where 
summer temperatures reach 100°F (37.8°C). Droughts are frequent 
and severe.

Southeastern Brazil is located in the temperate zone. This is 
the region between the Tropic of Capricorn and the Antarctic 
Circle. It has a humid subtropical climate. Summers are warm and 
winters are mild. Rainfall occurs year-round.

Natural Resources
Guiding Question What resources are most plentiful and important 
in Brazil?

Brazil has some of the world’s most plentiful natural resources, 
especially in the south and southeast. Forests cover about 60 
percent of Brazil. Heavy logging occurs in the Atlantic lowlands. 
However, logging in the Amazon Basin is increasing as more roads 
are built and settlement grows. The Amazon Basin contains 
mahogany and other hardwoods. It also houses natural rubber, 
nuts, and medicinal plants. 

Brazil is rich in mineral resources that are only partly developed. 
They include iron ore, tin, copper, bauxite, gold, and manganese. At 
one time, most mining was done in the Brazilian Highlands, but 
recently, major deposits of minerals have been found in the Amazon. 
Brazil also has huge potential reserves of petroleum and natural gas. 
These reserves are found under the ocean floor off the coast.

Brazil
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Brazil, continued

  Marking the 

Text

 9. In the text, underline 
the products of which 
Brazil is the number 
one provider in the 
world.

 Reading 

Progress Check

10. Which two regions are 
Brazil’s most important 
agricultural areas?

 

 

 

 

  

 

 Brazilian farms produce food for Brazil’s people as well as goods 
to be exported. 

Soybeans Sugarcane

Oranges Cotton
Cassava

Tropical 
fruits

Coffee

Major

 Crops

Brazil grows more coffee than any other place in the world. It is 
grown mostly in the eastern Brazilian Highlands and the Atlantic 
lowlands. Coffee used to be Brazil’s main export, but today it is 
soybeans. These are grown mostly in the south, but also in the 
Brazilian Highlands.

Brazil grows one-third of the world’s oranges, and the country is 
the world’s leading supplier of citrus fruit. It is also the largest beef 
exporter in the world. Most of the country’s grazing land is in the 
south and southeast.

Brazil is also a world leader in sugarcane, which can be used to 
make ethanol. Ethanol is mixed with gasoline and used as fuel in 
cars and trucks. Cars in Brazil use ethanol as fuel.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory What resources are important to Brazilian exports?

2. Argument  In which of Brazil’s physical regions would you most like to live? Why?

Brazil
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Lesson Quiz 1

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. The Amazon is the world’s longest river.

________ 2. Much of the Amazon Basin is covered by the world’s largest rain forest. 

________ 3. Most of Brazil is located in the Tropics.

________ 4. Though Brazil has forests and rich farmland, it has few mineral resources.

________ 5. Coff ee is Brazil’s main export.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. What is the largest country in South America?

A. Argentina C. Chile

B. Brazil D. Bolivia

________ 7. What is one reason the Amazon River carries so much water?

A. A forest canopy shelters the soil of the Amazon Basin.

B. Water flows freely from the highland plateaus into the lowland plains.

C. It has more than 1,000 tributaries.

D. It flows through a vast grassland.

________ 8. How are the western and eastern parts of the Brazilian highlands alike?

A. They both contain rolling hills and plateaus.

B. Both regions are sparsely populated.

C. Neither area is suitable for farming.

D. Both regions are largely grassland.

________ 9. Where do most Brazilians live?

A. on the Amazon Basin

B. on the highland plateaus

C. on the coastal lowlands

D. on the pampas

_______ 10. How wide can the Amazon River get during the heavy rains of the monsoon 
season?

A. 10 miles wide C. 50 miles wide

B. 25 miles wide D. 100 miles wide
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Lesson 3 Life in Brazil

NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

1

Essential Question: What makes a culture unique?

People and Places

Directions: Complete the following statements about Brazilian people and 
the places they live.

1. Brazil’s diverse population includes people with ancestors from

 

2. Brazil’s largest African and mixed populations are in 

3. Most Brazilians of European descent live in 

4. Indigenous Native Americans live in 

5. Today, 89 percent of Brazilians live in or near 

6. About 17 million people live in and or near 

7. Most of Brazil’s large cities have shantytowns called favelas, where poor
people live in shacks made of 

8. In Rio de Janeiro, one of every three people lives in 

People and Culture

Directions: Use your textbook to answer these questions about Brazil’s 
culture.

1. What is “The Brazilian Way”? 

2. What is the official language of Brazil? 

3. What is the most common religion in Brazil? 
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2

Guided Reading Activity cont.

4.  What other religions do people follow in Brazil? 

5. What is Carnival? 

6. What is the national dish of Brazil? 

7. What is one way that life in Brazil’s cities is different from life in the county? 

8. What is Brazil’s most popular sport? 

Contemporary Brazil

Directions: Complete the table by listing the steps Brazil has taken to 
address each of the following challenges.

Challenges Facing Contemporary 

Brazil 

Steps Brazil Has Taken to Address 

Each Challenge

Sixty percent of Brazilians have four 
years of schooling or less.

Cities are overcrowded and many 
people in rural areas live in poverty.

The country needs energy resources for 
continued economic development.
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
What makes a culture unique?

Lesson 3: Life in Brazil

What Do You Know?What Do You Know?
In the diagram below, write down what you know about the causes of the destruction of Brazil’s Amazon 
rain forest. Later, after you have read the lesson, add more to the diagram.

Terms to Know
hinterland remote inland regions, far from the coasts
metropolitan area a central city and the built-up areas around it
central city the largest or most important city in a metropolitan area
favela makeshift community on the edge of a city

 Destruction of the Rain Forest
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 People and Places
Guiding Question What cultures are represented by Brazilians?

Brazil is a mix of several cultures. Nearly 40 percent of Brazil’s people 
have mixed racial ancestry. This is because marriage between 
people of different races is more acceptable in Brazil than in many 
other countries. The largest mixed-race group is people with 
European and African ancestors. The next-largest group is people of 
European and Native American ancestry.

The smallest mixed-race group is people of African and Native 
American descent. About 4 million Africans had been enslaved 
and brought to Brazil by the 1800s. Many escaped into the 
hinterland. This is an often remote region, far from the coasts.  

Today about 80 percent of Brazilians live within 200 miles of the 
Atlantic coast. Brazil’s highest population of African and mixed 
populations lives in the northeast and in coastal cities and towns 
north of Rio de Janeiro.

Most Brazilians of European descent live in southern Brazil. 
Native Americans live all over the country. The Amazon rain forest 
is home to the greatest number, but about half of Brazil's Native 
Americans live in cities now. 

In the 1950s, millions of people migrated from rural areas to 
cities. They wanted to take jobs in Brazil’s growing industries. 
Today, 89 percent of Brazilians live in or around cities.

Sao Paulo is Brazil’s industrial center. Some 17 million people 
live in its metropolitan area, which is the city and the built-up 
areas around the central city. The central city is the largest or 
most important city in the metropolitan area.

In urban areas, middle-class people live in apartment buildings. 
Others live in small houses in the suburbs. Wealthy Brazilians live in 
luxury apartments and mansions. Most of Brazil’s large cities also 
have favelas. These are makeshift communities that develop on the 
edges of cities. Some favelas do not have sewers or running water. 
In many, there is disease and crime. Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
have the most and largest favelas. In Rio, about one-third of the 
city’s residents live in favelas. 

Poor, rural 
Brazilians with 
few skills and 
little education 
migrate to cities.

They cannot 
afford houses or 
apartments.

They settle on 
land they do 
not own and 
build shacks. 

 

Lesson 3: Life in Brazil, continued

 Marking the 

 Text

1. Highlight the various 
groups of people in 
Brazil that have multi-
ethnic ancestry.

 Contrasting

2. What is the difference 
between a central city 
and a metropolitan 
area?

 

 

 

 Summarizing

3. In your own words, 
describe why favelas 
developed.

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

4. Why does Brazil have 
such a large 
percentage of people 
with multi-ethnic 
ancestry?

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brazil

Reading Essentials and Study Guide 93

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C08

Grade: Ancillary

PDF Pass

084_095_DWG_RESG_C08.indd Page 93  11/2/12  6:38 PM GG-009084_095_DWG_RESG_C08.indd Page 93  11/2/12  6:38 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

netw  rks

Lesson 3: Life in Brazil, continued

 Marking the 

Text

5. Circle the immigrant 
group that started 
farming colonies in 
southern Brazil. 
Underline the group 
that worked on coffee 
plantations.

 Analyzing

6. Why do you think 
Brazilians are better off 
in cities than in rural 
areas?

 

 

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

7. Describe one element 
of Brazil’s culture. 
Explain why that 
element of culture is 
important to Brazilians.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People and Cultures
Guiding Question What is it like to live in Brazil?

Brazilians have a reputation for accepting other people’s 
differences. Personal warmth, good nature, and “getting along” 
are valued in Brazilian culture. 

Until the late 1800s, nearly all European immigrants in Brazil 
were from Portugal. Then other immigrants arrived. These new 
residents worked in many different areas in their new land.

Italians Worked on coffee plantations

Germans Started farming colonies in southern Brazil

Japanese Worked in agriculture in the Brazilian 
Highlands

Middle 

Easterners

Became involved in commerce in cities and 
towns

The mix of people has given Brazil a unique culture. Portuguese 
is still Brazil’s official language, but it is different from the 
language spoken in Portugal. Thousands of words and expressions 
have come from ethnic groups and indigenous peoples.

About two-thirds of Brazilians are Roman Catholic. Most of the 
rest of the population follow the Protestant faith. Islam and 
Eastern religions are growing in numbers.

There are many African influences on Brazilian culture. These 
include foods, popular music, and dance, especially the samba. 
Brazilians blended samba with jazz to create a type of music called 
the bossa nova.

Each February, Brazilians celebrate a four-day holiday called 
Carnival. In Rio, costumed Brazilians ride floats in parades, 
accompanied by lively music and samba dancers.

 Most rural families are poor, but they retain close family ties. 
They work on plantations or small farms and live in one- or two-
room houses made of stone or adobe. Adobe is a clay brick dried 
and hardened in the sun. They eat beans, cassava, rice, and stew.

Many city dwellers are poor too, and they eat a similar diet. In 
general, though, people in the industrial cities of southern Brazil 
have a better life than people in the more rural northeast. Many 
city workers have good jobs and enjoy a decent quality of life. 
Soccer is Brazil’s most popular sport and is played almost 
everywhere on a daily basis.
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Lesson 3: Life in Brazil, continued

 Contemporary Brazil
Guiding Question What challenges does Brazil face?

Brazil has the world’s seventh-largest economy. It ranks among the 
leaders in mining, manufacturing, and agriculture. This produces 
great wealth for some people and a growing middle class. 
However, 1 in 10 Brazilians must live on less than $2 a day.

Education is another challenge. School is free up to age 17, yet 
60 percent of Brazilians have only four years of schooling or less. 
Brazil’s government is trying to improve education at all levels. 

The government wants to colonize the country’s sparsely 
populated interior. It also wants to relieve poverty and 
overcrowding. To do this, several highways have been built across 
the country. Also, poor rural Brazilians have been offered free land 
in the Amazon if they will develop it.

Development is a great concern for the future of the rain forest, 
though. Logging has been a problem for years, but new roads have 
increased the destruction. About 15 percent of the rainforest is 
already gone, and the rate of its destruction has attracted worldwide 
attention. In addition, the soil is often poor and cannot support crops.

Energy is not a concern, however. Large power plants on major 
rivers produce most of Brazil’s energy. In the 1970s, the high cost 
of imported oil caused the government to substitute ethanol for 
gasoline. Recent discoveries of oil and natural gas off Brazil’s coast 
give the country all the energy it needs.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory How has Brazil’s African heritage affected its culture today?

 

 

2.  Narrative Write a paragraph comparing and contrasting living in the country with living in 
the city in Brazil.

 

 

 

 Explaining

8. Why is energy not a 
concern for Brazil?

  

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

9. What are reasons for 
allowing development 
in the Amazon rain 
forest?
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Brazil

Lesson Quiz 3

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. Many Brazilians are of German or Italian ancestry.

________ 2. Virtually all of Brazil’s Native Americans still live in the Amazon rain forest.

________ 3. The majority of Brazilians live in rural areas, mainly on plantations, farms, or in 
small towns.

________ 4. Roman Catholicism is the predominant religion in Brazil.

________ 5. Most Brazilian adults are high school graduates.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. Which statement about Brazil’s population is correct?

A. Mixed-race marriages are more acceptable in Brazil than in many other countries.

B. Very few Brazilians have European ancestry.

C. Almost 80 percent of Brazilians have mixed racial ancestry.

D. The largest mixed-race group in Brazil is of African and Native American descent.

________ 7. What would you most likely encounter a favela, or shantytown?

A. in a small, rural town C. on a plantation

B. on the edge of a city D. in the rain forest

________ 8. Which set of attitudes would Brazilians call the “Brazilian Way”?

A. controlling, scheming, calculating

B. rude, distant, impolite

C. efficient, fast, energetic

D. friendly, easygoing, laid back

________ 9. How are rural life and urban life in Brazil similar?

A. Most rural and urban dwellers live middle-class lives.

B. Poor people in rural and urban areas usually own their own homes.

C. The rural and urban poor eat similar foods.

D. Nearly all rural and urban dwellers own automobiles.

_______ 10. What was one major consequence of the construction of the
Transamazonica Highway?

A. increased destruction of the Amazon rain forest

B. widespread emigration out of Brazil

C. de-emphasis on agriculture and mining

D. the collapse of Brazil’s logging industry 
Discovering World Geography 89
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Vocabulary Builder

A. Content Vocabulary

Directions: Match the word or term with its definition.

 1.  basin a.   shanty communities on the edges of cities where 

poor Brazilians live

 2.  canopy b.  government in which several political parties 

work together to accomplish goals 

 3.  central city c.   the city and the surrounding built-up areas

 4.  coalition government d.  area drained by a river and its tributaries 

 5.  compulsory e.  smaller river that feeds into a larger river

 6.  emancipate f. high, flat uplands 

 7.  escarpment g.  required, especially by law

 8.  favelas h.   zone along Earth’s Equator between the Tropic of 

Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn

 9.  hinterland  i.  woodland with a very high yearly rainfall 

 10.  indigenous j.   method of farming in forests that involves cutting 

down trees and burning away underbrush to 

create fields for growing crops 

 11.  metropolitan area k.  set free

 12. pampas l. steep slopes

 13. plateau m.  region between the Tropic of Capricorn and the 

Antarctic Circle

 14. rain forest n.  in a forest, umbrella-like covering made of tall 

trees

 15. slash-and-burn agriculture o. grassy, treeless plains with fertile soil
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2

 16. temperate zone p. remote inland region far from the coasts

 17. tributary  q.  largest or most important city in a metropolitan 

area

 18. Tropics  r. native

B. Academic Vocabulary

Directions: Select the word or words that are closest in meaning to the 
underlined word.

19. Among Brazil’s diverse population are people with a combination of 

European, African, and indigenous American ancestry.

a. divided

b. varied

c. urban

d. wealthy

20. Much of the area known as the Amazon Basin is covered by the world’s 

largest rain forest.

a. freshwater source

b. line of latitude

c. coastal plain

d. geographic region

21. Although severe droughts occur frequently in the semiarid northeastern 

part of the Brazilian Highlands, the region supports some light ranching. 

a. occupy

b. happen

c. repeat

d. accrue
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22. When the Portuguese arrived, Brazil’s four main language groups – the Tupi, 

the Arawak, the Carib, and the Nambicuara – comprised many different 

peoples.

a. were made up of

b. compromised

c. wrote a piece of music

d. set the price of

23. The red dye extracted from brazilwood was used in Europe, where it was 

highly valued for its ability to change the color of such products as fabric. 

a. injected into

b. done very precisely

c. removed from

d. excited

24. Brazilian Portuguese is different from European Portuguese, because it is a 

combination of all the different groups that make up Brazil’s unique culture. 

a. after-the-fact

b. too-good-to-be-true

c. ordinary

d. one-of-a-kind
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Geography Skills Activity

Reading a Bar Graph

Learning the Skill

A bar graph presents and summarizes information visually. The title tells the 
subject of the bar graph. More information is given on its axes—the Y-axis is 
the vertical line along the left side of the graph and the X-axis is the 
horizontal line along the bottom. Bars, or wide lines, are used to compare 
data. To read a bar graph, follow these steps:

• Read the graph’s title to fi nd out its subject. 

• Read the labels along the axes. 

• Follow the bars to determine and compare the quantities.   

Practicing the Skill

Directions: Study the bar graph and answer the questions.

1. What is the title of the graph?

2. What information does the vertical axis provide?
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Source: mongabay.com using INPE data

Deforestation of Brazil’s Amazon Rain Forest
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Geography Skills Activity cont.

3. What information does the horizontal axis provide?

4. How many square miles equals 20,000 square kilometers?

5. What do “Observed” and “Target” refer to?

Applying the Skill

Directions: Study the bar graph and answer the questions.

1. In what year was the most rain forest deforested? About how much was 
deforested that year in square kilometers? 

2. In what year was less than 10,000 square kilometers of rain forest actually 
deforested? 

3. A trend is a general direction in which a process is changing. What was 
the trend for rain forest deforestation from 2005 to 2009?

4. What was the trend from 1997 to 2005? What year during this period was 
an exception to the trend?

5. What do the target deforestation figures say about Brazil’s intention for 
rain forest deforestation? 
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Identifying Central Issues

Learning the Skill

A well-written nonfiction text has a central issue that is stated in a topic 
sentence. Each paragraph in the piece should support the central issue. In 
turn, each paragraph should have its own central issue that is supported by 
each sentence in the paragraph. 

To identify the central issue, or main idea, the first place to check is the 
opening sentence. In textbook writing, you will find the main idea there the 
majority of time. Similarly, to find the central issue for each paragraph, look 
at the first sentence. Though the central issue for the entire piece should be 
somewhere in the first paragraph, the central issue of a paragraph can be 
anywhere. In fact, skillful writers know how to vary the structure of their 
paragraphs to make their writing more interesting. 

Practicing the Skill

Directions: Read the selection and answer the questions. 

Because of its political history and economic necessity, Brazil has been a 
pioneer in the use of ethanol as a replacement for gas. Ethanol is a type of 
alcohol made from plant sugar. The history of Brazil’s use of ethanol has had 
its ups and downs, but the country remains the world leader in the use of 
this fuel to power its motor vehicles. 

Sugarcane, an excellent raw material for ethanol production, grows well in 
Brazil’s tropical climate. Sugarcane needs warm, humid conditions and lots 
of sunshine, which Brazil has in abundance. 

Brazil first used ethanol to fuel its vehicles in the 1920s. In 1931, the country 
began to mix all its gasoline with 5 percent ethanol. Then in the 1970s, a 
worldwide oil shortage hit, and the country promoted the use of ethanol to 
wean itself off foreign oil. In 1980, the first car specially designed to burn 
ethanol went on the market in Brazil. 

Brazil was able to make the change from gasoline to ethanol so quickly 
because, in the 1970s and 1980s, the country was ruled by a military 
dictatorship. The government held nearly unlimited power over the 
economy. It used its power to support sugarcane growers with grants of 
money. It also required almost all gas stations to install ethanol pumps. Only 
a few years later, almost all new cars sold in Brazil ran on pure ethanol. 

Critical Thinking Skills Activity 
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Critical Thinking Skills Activity cont.

Before long, the country became a democratic government, and the price of gas
dropped. The government stopped supporting sugarcane growers. Ethanol’s use declined 
and ethanol cars became obsolete. However, sugarcane growers kept researching ways of 
efficiently making more ethanol. After 2000, gas prices began to rise, and ethanol use 
once again made sense. In 2003, Volkswagen introduced the first flex-fuel car in Brazil. 
These cars can run on either ethanol or gasoline. Today, Brazil grows more than 600 billion 
tons of sugarcane. It turns that crop into 7 billion gallons of ethanol. With the use of 
ethanol, Brazil has cut its use of gasoline by 40 percent. 

1. Write the sentence that best expresses the central issue.

2. Which paragraph is least relevant to the central issue? 

3. Which paragraph states its central issue in its last sentence?

Applying the Skill

1. In your own words, state the central issue of the text on ethanol in the previous 
section.

2. In the blanks provided, write a topic sentence to express the central issue of the 
following paragraph. 

 In the United States, however, ethanol is made of corn. Though the United States 
produces more ethanol, Brazil’s ethanol made from sugarcane is more fuel-efficient to 
create and contains more energy. Brazil could not sell ethanol in the United States 
because a high tariff, or tax, on Brazilian ethanol made it too expensive to buy. In 2012, 
the tariff expired, and now Brazil can sell its ethanol in the United States at 
competitive prices.   
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Chapter Test, Form A

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

_______ 11. In what way are the western highlands of Brazil similar to the Atlantic lowlands?

A. both areas are populated mainly by Native Americans

B. both areas are dominated by rain forests

C. both areas are good for farming

D. neither area contains any large cities

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F). If the 
statement is false, rewrite it to make it true.

________ 1. Because Brazil has a high number of well-supported political parties, coalition 
governments are common.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 2. Slavery was legalized in Brazil in 1888.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 3. The largest group of multiethnic Brazilians shares European and Native
American ancestry.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 4. Spanish is Brazil’s offi  cial language.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 5. About 10 percent of Brazilians live on less than $2 a day.

___________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

________ 6. grassy, treeless plains in southern Brazil

________ 7. a smaller river that feeds into a larger one

________ 8. steep slopes rising from the Atlantic 
coast to the Brazilian highlands

________ 9. areas of high, fl at land

_______ 10. the area that a river and its tributaries 
drain 

A. tributary 

B. basin

C. plateaus

D. escarpments

E. pampas

Discovering World Geography 91

Program: Wolrd Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: QT_Ch08

Grade: Ancillary

PDF Pass

085_098_QTsurvey_C08.indd Page 91  11/7/12  1:08 PM GG-009085_098_QTsurvey_C08.indd Page 91  11/7/12  1:08 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ___________________________________________________ DATE  _____________________  CLASS  ______________

netw  rks
Brazil

Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 12. What type of climate exists in areas along the Amazon River?

A. semiarid

B. temperate

C. tropical wet/dry

D. tropical rain forest

_______ 13. In the 1500s, King John III of Portugal gave large tracts of land in Brazil to his 
supporters, who agreed to develop the land. Which of the following was a direct 
consequence of the land-grant system?

A. Colonists forced the native population into slavery.

B. Portugal went bankrupt from giving away so much valuable land.

C. Colonists became wealthy by selling the land to the native population.

D. Spain sent troops into the region to prevent the colonization of Brazil.

Each February, Brazilians celebrate a four-day holiday called Carnival. Millions of 
working-class and middle-class Brazilians spend much of the year preparing for it by 
making costumes and building parade floats. Nearly all city neighborhoods are 
strung with lights. Rio de Janeiro’s Carnival is the largest and is world famous. 
Elaborately costumed Brazilians ride equally elaborate floats in dazzling parades. 
They are accompanied by thousands of costumed samba dancers moving to the 
lively music.

—Discovering World Geography

 _______ 14. Based on the excerpt, how would you compare the way middle-class and 
working-class Brazilians participate in Carnival?

A. Middle-class Brazilians look down on the holiday as beneath them.

B. The responsibility for building parade floats falls mostly to middle-class 
Brazilians.

C. Both groups enjoy Carnival and take large roles in it.

D. Working-class Brazilians decorate with lights during Carnival, but middle-class 
Brazilians do not.

_______ 15. Based on the excerpt, if Carmen wants to attend the largest Carnival of all, to 
which Brazilian city should she travel?

A. Salvador C. Brasília

B. Rio de Janeiro D. São Paulo
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Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 16. Which event helped draw European immigrants to Brazil in the 1720s?

A. the king’s desire to convert native peoples to Christianity

B. the discovery of diamonds in Brazil’s interior

C. widespread famine throughout Europe

D. the discovery of oil off Brazil’s Atlantic coast

_______ 17. Why did Brazilian plantation owners support the overthrow of Pedro II?

A. Pedro II had offered land to attract European immigrants to Brazil.

B. Pedro II had taken plantation owners’ land and given it to landless Brazilians.

C. Pedro II had imposed high taxes on plantation owners.

D. Pedro II had pushed through an end to slavery.

DIRECTIONS: Short Answer Answer each of the following questions.

 18. What role did Napoleon Bonaparte play in the history of Brazilian independence?

 19. Why is the Portuguese spoken in Brazil so diff erent from the language spoken in 
Portugal?

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following question on a separate piece of paper.

 20. Describe the terms of the Treaty of Tordesillas and explain why the treaty was necessary. 
Then tell which country benefi ted most from the treaty—Spain or Portugal—and explain 
why. 
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Lesson 1 Physical Geography of Western Europe

NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

1

Essential Question: How does geography influence the 
way people live?

Landforms and Waterways

Directions: Label the landforms and waterways described below.

 1.    This landform which makes up much of Western

Europe was formed by sheets of ice during the Ice Age.

 2.    This mountain range forms a natural boundary 

between France and Spain.

 3.    This mountain range runs along the border of 

France, through Switzerland, Austria, and 

Germany.

 4.    This mountainous area in Germany, Belgium, 

Luxembourg, and France has been worn down by 

glaciers.

 5.    This shallow part of the Atlantic Ocean separates 

Britain from the rest of Europe.

 6.    This series of islands off the northern coast of 

France makes up the United Kingdom and 

Ireland.

 7.    This part of the Atlantic Ocean separates southern 

England from northern France and connects the 

North Sea to the Atlantic Ocean. 
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Guided Reading Activity

2

Guided Reading Activity cont.

 8.    This river runs through southern England, 

including London, and empties into the 

North Sea.

 9.    This is the busiest waterway in Europe. It begins in 

the Swiss Alps and empties into the North Sea.

10.    This river passes through Paris and carries most of 

France’s inland water traffic.

Climate and Vegetation

Directions: Complete the T-chart with information about the two climates in 
Western Europe.

Marine West Coast Climate Mediterranean Climate
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NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

3

Guided Reading Activity cont.

Natural Resources

Directions: Complete the concept web with information about Western 
Europe’s energy resources. 

Energy Resources

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: Worksheet_C11

Grade: Ancillary

PDF Pass

C
o

p
y

rig
h

t b
y

 T
h

e
 M

cG
ra

w
-H

ill C
o

m
p

a
n

ie
s.

001_014_DWG_C11.indd Page 8  11/7/12  1:10 PM GG-009001_014_DWG_C11.indd Page 8  11/7/12  1:10 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

rig
h

t ©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s, In
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

netw  rks

Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Western Europe

Western Europe

Terms to Know
dike a large barrier built to keep out water
polder the land reclaimed from building dikes and then draining the water from the land
estuary an area where river currents and the ocean tide meet
Westerlies strong winds that blow from west to east
deciduous trees that shed their leaves in the autumn
coniferous evergreen trees that produce cones to hold seeds and that have needles instead 

of leaves

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does geography influence the way people live?

 Where in the World: Western Europe Where in the World: Western Europe

Corsica

Thames R.

Rhine R .

Elbe R.

Danube R.
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ea
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Sea
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O C E A N English Channel

Bern

Dublin

Brussels

Luxembourg

Vaduz

Amsterdam

Vienna

Berlin

Paris

London

(France)  

IRELAND

UNITED
KINGDOM

SPAIN

ITALY

DENMARK

NORWAY

SWEDEN

CZECH
REPUBLIC

HUNGARY

SLOVENIA
CROATIA

BOSNIA &
HERZEGOVINA

MONTENEGRO

SLOVAKIA

PORTUGAL

POLAND

AUSTRIA

FRANCE

LUXEMBOURG

BELGIUM

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

MONACO

SWITZERLAND

LIECHTENSTEIN

LATVIA

LITHUANIA

RUSSIA

10°W

40°N

50°N

0° 10°E

PR
IM

E 
M

ER
ID

IA
N

0 400 kilometers

400 miles0

Lambert Azimuthal Equal-Area projection

N

S

E
W

National capital

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C11

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

120 Reading Essentials and Study Guide  

120_132_DWG_RESG_C11.indd Page 120  11/16/12  8:25 PM GG-009120_132_DWG_RESG_C11.indd Page 120  11/16/12  8:25 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
il

l 
C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s,
 I

n
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

netw  rks
Western Europe

Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Western Europe, continued

 Marking the 

Text

1. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
names of the nations 
that make up Western 
Europe.

 Describing

2. How have glaciers 
shaped the landscape 
of Western Europe?

 

 

 

 

 Comparing

3. Compare Western 
Europe’s two major 
mountain ranges.

 

 

 

 

 Listing

4. Which bodies of water 
lie off the coast of 
Western Europe?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landforms and Waterways
Guiding Question How do the physical features of Western Europe 
make the region unique?

Western Europe includes the nations of Ireland, the United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Austria, and Switzerland. It also includes the tiny 
countries of Monaco and Liechtenstein.

The landscape of the region consists of plains with mountains in 
some places. Much of Western Europe lies in the Northern 
European Plain. Massive sheets of ice shaped the plain during the 
last ice age, which ended about 11,000 years ago. Melting glaciers 
left behind fertile soil, but also thick layers of sand and gravel. 
These deposits have eroded into sand dunes along some of the 
North Sea coastline. The glaciers also left behind areas of poorly 
drained wetlands along the coasts of the British Isles.

Two mountain ranges separate Western Europe from Southern 
Europe. They divide the cooler climates of the north from the 
warm, dry climate of the Mediterranean region to the south. 

Range Pyrenees Alps

Location Between France 
and Spain

France, Switzerland, 
Austria, Germany

Length 270 mi (435 km) 750 mi (1,207 km)

Tallest 

Peak

Pico de Aneto 
11,169 ft (3,404 m)

Mont Blanc
15,771 ft (4,807 m)

The Pyrenees and the Alps were created by the folding of rocks 
as a result of plate tectonics. They were also shaped by glaciers. 
These mountains are younger than other mountains  in Europe. 

Western Europe has long, irregular coastlines on the Atlantic 
Ocean and the North, Baltic, and Mediterranean seas. The North 
Sea is a part of the Atlantic Ocean that separates the island of 
Britain from the rest of Europe. It is a rich fishing ground for the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. It has long been important 
for trade. It is also the location of large oil and gas reserves.

The North Sea has helped and hindered the Dutch, the people 
of the Netherlands. Because 25 percent of the Netherlands is 
below sea level, the Dutch have built dikes, walls to hold back the 
water. They call the land they reclaim from the sea polders. This 
land is used for farming and settlement. Stormy seas have broken 
dikes and caused flooding in recent times.
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Western Europe, continued

 Marking the 

Text

5. Read the text on the 
right. Underline the 
sentence that tells how 
Britain is connected to 
mainland Europe.

 Reading 

Progress Check

 6. How did the rivers in 
Western Europe affect 
its economic 
development?

 

 

 

 

 

 Marking the 

Text

7. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
description of the 
Mediterranean climate.

 Reading 

Progress Check

8. How do the Westerlies 
affect the climate in 
Western Europe? 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The British Isles are off the northern coast of France. The English 
Channel separates southern Britain from northern France. It is a 
busy sea route connecting the North Sea with the Atlantic Ocean. 
High-speed trains run through the Chunnel, a tunnel under the 
English Channel, connecting Britain to mainland Europe.

Western Europe has many rivers and small waterways. Rivers 
determined the location of important cities, such as London, Paris, 
and Hamburg. Rivers and canals provide transportation routes for 
goods and people. Rivers provide water for farming and produce 
electrical power. They also form political borders. The Thames River 
in England becomes an estuary when it reaches London, then 
extends to the North Sea. An estuary is where river currents and 
ocean tides meet. The Rhine is the busiest waterway in Europe. It 
runs through the most populated region in Europe, from the Swiss 
Alps to the North Sea.

Climate 
Guiding Question Why is the climate mild in Western Europe?

Western Europe is located at northern latitudes, but has a milder 
climate than other places at the same latitudes. This is because 
most of Western Europe lies in the path of the Westerlies. These 
are strong winds that travel from west to east. They are heated by 
the warm water of the North Atlantic Current, which originates in 
the tropical waters of the Caribbean Sea.

This warm, moist air moves inland on the Westerlies. It brings 
mild temperatures and rain to most of Western Europe throughout 
the year. Summers are cool, and winters are mild. This climate is 
known as a marine west coast climate. Because there are no 
coastal mountain ranges to stop it, the Westerlies blow across the 
European continent.

Other areas of the region, such as southern France, have a drier 
climate. Summers are hot and dry, and winters are mild or cool. 
Most of the rainfall occurs in spring and autumn. This is called a 
Mediterranean climate.

Natural Resources
Guiding Question How do the people of Western Europe use the 
region’s natural resources? 

Deposits of coal are plentiful throughout much of Western Europe. 
Coal fueled machines invented during the Industrial Revolution of 
the 1800s. Today, coal is less important than other energy sources. 
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Lesson 1: Physical Geography of Western Europe, continued

 Marking the 

Text

9. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight energy 
sources that are 
important in Western 
Europe today.

 Defining

10. How do deciduous and 
coniferous trees differ 
from each other?

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. What effect did coal 
have on the Industrial 
Revolution?

 

  

 

 

 

In 1959 oil and natural gas were discovered under the North Sea. 
The United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and Germany produce oil 
and natural gas from the North Sea. Other countries use their 
rivers to supply energy. Hydroelectricity supplies more than half of 
Switzerland’s electricity needs.

The Northern European Plain has some of the richest soils in 
Europe. France is Western Europe’s leading agricultural producer. 
Northern France produces wheat. Orchards and vineyards are 
common in the central and southern parts of the country. Dairy 
farming is important for the economy of the Netherlands.

The moderate climate and abundant rainfall in most of Western 
Europe support a variety of plant and animal life. The British Isles 
have dense forests, grasslands, scrublands, and wetlands. The 
natural vegetation is mostly  deciduous forest, or trees that lose 
their leaves in the fall. The climate on the mainland of Europe is 
more diverse than that of the British Isles and supports a wider 
range of plant life. 

The drier climates farther inland, as well as the highlands and 
mountain ranges, support other kinds of plants. Coniferous trees, 
such as fir and pine trees, have cones and needle-shaped leaves. 
They keep their foliage during the winter. Above the tree line, 
grasses and shrubs are the most common plants.

Deer, wild boars, hare, and mice are common. Wildcats, lynx, and 
foxes roam the forests. There are brown bears in the Pyrenees. The 
number of large animals has decreased in the British Isles, but the 
islands have more than 200 kinds of birds.

WritingWriting

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory Why is the North Sea important to Western Europe?

 

 

2.  Informative/Explanatory Describe the agriculture of Western Europe. 
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Lesson Quiz 1

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. What forces formed the Alps?

A. tsunamis and glaciers

B. volcanoes and the Westerlies

C. glaciers and the Westerlies

D. plate tectonics and glaciers

________ 7. What underwater structure connects Britain to mainland Europe?

A. London Bridge C. Northern European Plain

B. the Chunnel D. Main-Danube Canal

________ 8. Which features are most typical of a marine west coast climate?

A. hot summers and cold winters

B. very hot days and very cool evenings

C. cool summers and mild winters

D. warm days and warm evenings

________ 9. Which country is Western Europe’s leading agricultural producer?

A. United Kingdom C. Ireland

B. the Netherlands D. France

_______ 10. Why does mainland Europe have a wider variety of plant life than the British Isles?

A. Mainland Europe has a more diverse climate than the British Isles.

B. Mainland Europe receives more rain than the British Isles.

C. The British Isles have a more diverse climate than mainland Europe.

D. The British Isles have a warmer climate than mainland Europe.

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

________ 1. land reclaimed from the sea

________ 2. decomposed plant and animal material that 
makes fertile soil

________ 3. Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg

________ 4. strong winds that travel from west to east

________ 5. tallest mountain in the Alps

A.  Benelux Countries

B. Mont Blanc

C. polders

D. Westerlies

E. humus

Discovering World Geography 125

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: QT_Ch11

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

123_136_QTsurvey_C11.indd Page 125  11/20/12  12:15 AM GG-009123_136_QTsurvey_C11.indd Page 125  11/20/12  12:15 AM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



Western Europe

netw  rks

Lesson 3 Life in Western Europe

NAME  DATE  CLASS 

Guided Reading Activity

1

Essential Question: How do governments change?

People, Places, and Cultures

Directions: Use your textbook to label each of the concepts related to 
people, places, and cultures of Western Europe.

 1.    an international organization created in 1958 to 

make trade easier among member nations

 2.    an organization of European nations formed in 

1993 to compete economically with the U.S.

 3.    a family of related languages spoken in Europe

 4.    a language spoken in the Pyrenees region of 

France and Spain that is unrelated to any other 

modern language

 5.    Europe’s major religion

 6.    a British playwright who is one of the most 

famous playwrights in the world

 7.    the architects who came from this school 

influenced building all over the world

 8.    the most popular team sport in Western Europe

 9.    an area in Switzerland and Austria that is popular 

for mountain climbing, skating, and skiing
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NAME  DATE  CLASS 

2

Guided Reading Activity cont.

10.    the system of superhighways in Germany, which 

are among Europe’s best roads

Current Challenges

Directions: Use your textbook to complete these statements about the 
current challenges faced by Western European countries.

 1.  The nations in Western Europe are called “postindustrial” because 

.

 2.  The 1900s were difficult on Western Europe because

of ,

 ,

  and .  

 3.  The European Union helps Western European nations compete with 

 .

 4.  Most of the current population growth in Western Europe is caused by 

 .
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ESSENTIAL QUESTIONESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do governments change?

Lesson 3: Life in Western Europe

What Do You Know?What Do You Know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. After this lesson, 
complete the last column.

Now… Later…

How were the Western 
European nations able to 
recover following two world 
wars?

How did Western European 
culture spread around the 
world?

How has the economy of 
Western Europe evolved since 
World War II?

Terms to Know
postindustrial describing an economy that is based on providing services rather than 

manufacturing

People, Places, and Cultures
Guiding Question What are the contributions of Western Europe to 
culture, education, and the arts?

Political events in the 1900s threatened all of Europe. In order to 
survive and compete in a changing world, the nations of Western 
Europe needed to learn to work together. After World War II, they 
made efforts to do this. 

In April 1951, the Treaty of Paris created an international agency 
to supervise the coal and steel industries. France, West Germany, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg, and Italy signed this 
treaty. These six nations created the European Economic 
Community (the EEC) in 1958 to make trade among the member 
nations easier. 

 Accessing Prior 

Knowledge

1. What political events 
in the 1900s made 
European countries 
believe they needed to 
work together?
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In 1967 these countries came together to form the European 
Commission. In 1971 they were joined by the United Kingdom and 
Ireland. Denmark, Greece, Spain, and Portugal joined the 
Commission by the late 1980s.

Those 12 nations formed the European Union, or EU, in 1993. 
The goal of the EU is to strengthen trade between the countries of 
Europe. Member nations control their own political and economic 
decisions. However, they follow EU laws on the use of natural 
resources and release of pollutants. They also have agreements on 
law enforcement and security. 

The European Union now has 27 members. Eight of those 
nations are in Western Europe: Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. 
East and West Germany reunited when the Soviet Union lost 
control in the 1980s. Germany is now a strong voice in the EU.

Celts, Saxons, Romans, Vikings, Visigoths, and others fought for 
control in ancient Western Europe. Those groups faded as the 
modern nations of Europe began to take shape. Ethnic groups 
such as the French and Germans now rule entire countries. Their 
languages are the main languages of those nations. Most of those 
countries are home to members of other ethnic minority groups. 
Many of these are immigrants. They often speak the language of 
their homeland and keep their own culture.

The Indo-European languages are a group of related languages. 
They are spoken in most of Europe, parts of the world that were 
colonized by Europeans, and India and other parts of Asia. Two 
major divisions of Indo-European languages spoken in Western 
Europe are Romance and Germanic. Romance languages are 
based on Latin, the language of the Roman Empire.

 Indo-European Languages in Western Europe

Romance Languages Germanic Languages

 Although English is a Germanic language, about half of its 
words come from the Romance languages. Not all Western 
European languages are Indo-European, however. For example, 
Basque is spoken in the Pyrenees region of France and Spain. It is 
not related to any other language spoken today. Many Western 
Europeans speak more than one language—their native language 
plus English, French, or German.

Lesson 3: Life in Western Europe, continued

 Sequencing

2. Make a timeline 
showing the dates and 
agencies that led to 
the formation of the 
European Union.

 

 

 

 

  Marking the 

Text

3. Read the text on the 
right. Highlight the 
names of the 12 
original nations that 
formed the European 
Union in 1993.

 Summarizing

4. How do the nations of 
the European Union 
work together?

 

 

 

 

 

 Defining

5. What are the Indo-
European languages?

 

 

 

 

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C11

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

130 Reading Essentials and Study Guide  

120_132_DWG_RESG_C11.indd Page 130  11/16/12  8:25 PM GG-009120_132_DWG_RESG_C11.indd Page 130  11/16/12  8:25 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
il

l 
C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s,
 I

n
c.

NAME ________________________________________  DATE  _____________  CLASS  ______

netw  rks
Western Europe

Lesson 3: Life in Western Europe, continued

  Marking the 

Text

6. Read the text on the 
left. Highlight the 
names of major 
religions that are 
practiced in Western 
Europe today

   Activating Prior 

Knowledge

7.  What was the 
Holocaust?

 

 

 

 

 Identifying

8. What was the original 
purpose of 
universities?

 

 

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

9. In what ways do 
nations of Western 
Europe support art 
and culture?

 

 

 

 

Christianity continues to be the major religion in Europe. Today, 
most Western Europeans are either Catholic or Protestant. The 
Roman Catholic faith is strongest in France, Ireland, and Belgium. 
Protestant churches are strongest in the United Kingdom and 
Germany. Many Muslims have immigrated to Western Europe. 
They follow the religion of Islam. The Holocaust nearly wiped out 
Europe’s Jewish population. Today, Jewish communities are 
growing in Western Europe, especially in France, the United 
Kingdom, and Germany.

For centuries, Western Europe has been a world leader in 
culture and the arts. European explorers spread European culture 
to other parts of the globe. The arts are an important part of 
Western European culture. Museums and cultural institutions 
celebrate each nation’s art and history, and national governments 
support the arts. Western European culture has had a major 
influence on the rest of the world.

The most important team sport in Western Europe is soccer. 
Cricket and rugby are popular in the United Kingdom. Mountain 
climbing, skating, and skiing are popular in the rugged Alps of 
Switzerland and Austria.

Much of the population of Western Europe lives in cities, so roads 
are crowded. To relieve traffic congestion and control pollution, 
much of Europe has turned to high-speed rail lines. The first of 
these were built in France in 1981. In the 1990s, French rail lines 
began connecting to other high-speed rail lines. A well-developed 
highway system also links Europe’s major cities. Germany’s 
superhighways, called autobahns, are among Europe’s best roads.

Western Europe is one of the wealthiest, most urban, and well-
educated regions in the world. Many students go on to attend 
college. The region contains some of the oldest and most famous 
universities. Oxford University in England and the University of 
Paris opened before 1200. Originally, universities were founded to 
educate the clergy.

Current Challenges
Guiding Question Why is Western Europe considered a 
postindustrial region?

Since the Industrial Revolution, improvements in agriculture have 
made it possible for fewer people to cultivate larger areas of land. 
Today, more than half the population of Western Europe lives and 
works in cities. Even in France, the region’s leading agricultural 
nation, less than 4 percent of the workforce works in agriculture.
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Lesson 3: Life in Western Europe, continued

In the past few decades, the number of industrial workers has 
also declined. The industrial, or secondary, sector of the economy 
employs only about 25 percent of the people. Many more people 
 work in the tertiary sector, or service industries. Service jobs 
include government, education, health care, financial services, 
retail, computing, and repair. Every nation in Europe has a 
postindustrial economy. That means that more people work in 
services than in industry.

In 1900 Great Britain, France, and Germany ruled over empires 
that extended beyond Europe to Asia, Africa, the Americas, and the 
Pacific Islands. The two world wars were hard on the region. Then 
the Cold War kept it on the brink of war for 40 years. Germany, 
France, and the United Kingdom are still among the seven biggest 
economies in the world. The European Union helps Western 
European nations compete with larger economies, such as the 
United States, China, and Japan. However, the global financial crisis 
of 2008 had an impact on all of Europe. Governments of the EU 
disagreed about how to deal with ongoing financial problems.

Most population growth in Western Europe today is from 
immigration. Germany, France, the Netherlands, and United Kingdom 
have large Muslim populations. People come from Africa, Asia, and 
Eastern Europe looking for job opportunities or to escape political 
oppression. The mix of European and immigrant cultures creates a 
more diverse culture, but also creates racial and religious tensions.

 Writing Writing

Check for Understanding
1.  Informative/Explanatory How have the nations of Western Europe adapted to survive the 

political events of the 1900s?

 

 

 

2.  Informative/Explanatory What effects has immigration had on the nations of Western Europe?

 

 

 

 Explaining

10. What is the source of 
population growth in 
Western Europe today?

 

  

 

 Reading 

Progress Check

11. What challenges do 
the nations of Western 
Europe face?

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program: World Geography Anc.

Vendor: Aptara

Component: RESG_C11

Grade: Ancillary

PDF PASS

132 Reading Essentials and Study Guide  

120_132_DWG_RESG_C11.indd Page 132  11/16/12  8:25 PM GG-009120_132_DWG_RESG_C11.indd Page 132  11/16/12  8:25 PM GG-009 /Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSHEETS/Volumes/102/GO01193/WORLD_GEOGRAPHY_WORKBOOKS/ANCILLARY/DIGITAL_WORKSH



C
o

p
y

ri
g

h
t 

©
 T

h
e

 M
cG

ra
w

-H
il

l 
C

o
m

p
a

n
ie

s,
 I

n
c.

NAME ___________________________________________________ DATE  _____________________  CLASS  ______________

netw  rks
Western Europe

Lesson Quiz 3

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F).

________ 1. The European Union (EU) has 12 member nations.

________ 2. English is a Germanic language.

________ 3. The rise of high-speed rail travel in Europe helped limit air pollution.

________ 4. More Western Europeans work in service industries than in agriculture.

________ 5. Migration is the main cause of population growth in Western Europe.

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

________ 6. When did the two halves of Germany reunite?

A. immediately after World War II

B. at the start of the Cold War

C. when the European Union was formed

D. after the Soviet Union lost control of Eastern Europe

________ 7. What is the most common Romance language in Western Europe?

A. Spanish C. French

B. German D. English

________ 8. Which of the following is one of the world’s most famous playwrights?

A. Johann Sebastian Bach C. John Locke

B. William Shakespeare D. Nicolaus Copernicus

________ 9. Why is Western Europe’s economy called postindustrial?

A. More people work in service jobs than in manufacturing.

B. Most workers are employed by small businesses.

C. Agriculture is more important than manufacturing.

D. Most industrial products are exported to other countries.

_______ 10. Which statement describes a way in which the European Union has benefi ted its 
member nations?

A. The EU has shielded member nations from trade with other parts of the world.

B. The EU has converted European currencies to U.S. dollars.

C. The EU has helped members compete more successfully with larger 
economies.

D. The EU has promoted agriculture as a substitute for manufacturing.
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Vocabulary Builder

A. Content Vocabulary

dikes polders estuary Westerlies deciduous

coniferous postindustrial smelting feudalism Middle Ages

pilgrimage Parliament industrialized Holocaust

Directions: Complete each sentence with a word or term from the 
word bank.

 1. When there were no strong governments in Western Europe, the system 

of  arose, where kings gave land to nobles in 

return for military service.  

 2. The time period of transition between ancient and modern Europe is 

called the . 

 3. England’s kings had to share power with the lawmaking body known as 

.

 4. Because the Netherlands sits at a low elevation, the Dutch have built 

walls or barriers called  to hold back the waters of 

the North Sea.

 5. The Dutch call lands that they have reclaimed from the sea 

, and use them for farming and settlement.  

 6. The process of making bronze by melting and fusing tin and copper is 

called .

 7. Strong winds that blow from west to east, called the 

, blow a constant stream of relatively warm air 

from sea to land.

 8. The natural vegetation in most of the British Isles is 

 forest, made up of trees such as oak and maple.  
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 9. Farther inland, in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, the cooler climate 

grows  trees, such as fir and pine trees.

10. Western Europe today is a  economy; it depends 

more on services than it does on manufacturing. 

11. The Nazis’ government-sponsored murder of 6 million Jews is known as 

the .  

12. In the 1800s as Western Europe , people left 

farming in large numbers and resettled in cities.

13. The Thames River becomes an  when it reaches 

London and extends for 65 miles (105 km) before it enters the 

North Sea.

14. The religious journey to Jerusalem that people made in medieval times 

was called a .

B. Academic Vocabulary

adapt theory cooperate

diverse regulate

Directions: Select the word from the wordbank that completes the definition.

15. A group made up of many different elements or parts is .

16. To act or work together with others is to .

17. To adjust or control something according to rules or laws is to 

 it.

18. An explanation of why something happens, which is proven or disproven by 

experimentation, is a .

19. For a living thing to change a trait in order to survive is to  .
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Chapter Test, Form A

DIRECTIONS: Multiple Choice Indicate the answer choice that best answers the question.

_______ 11. Which body of water lies along Britain’s east coast?

A. North Sea

B. English Channel

C. Baltic Sea

D. Atlantic Ocean

DIRECTIONS: True/False Indicate whether the statement is true (T) or false (F). If the 
statement is false, rewrite it to make it true.

________ 1. Sand dunes along the North Sea coastline are from deposits left during the last 
ice age.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 2. The English Channel separates southern England from Spain.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 3. The North Sea has become an important source for oil and natural gas.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 4. The Middle Ages are also known as the Medieval Age.

___________________________________________________________________

________ 5. The high-speed rail lines in Western Europe serve only French cities.

___________________________________________________________________

DIRECTIONS: Matching Match each item with its description.

________ 6. German priest responsible for the 
Protestant Reformation

________ 7. river that fl ows through Germany into the 
North Sea

________ 8. unique language spoken in the Pyrenees 
region of France and Spain

________ 9. French general who conquered much of 
Europe

_______ 10. where part of the sea connects to the 
lower end of a river

A. Basque

B. estuary

C. Martin Luther

D. Napoleon Bonaparte

E. Elbe
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Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 12. What causes the summers in southern France to be hot and dry?

A. the Westerlies, which take all the moisture northward

B. the Mediterranean Sea, which moderates the climate

C. the Azores High, which pushes moist air northward 

D. the Alps, which put southern France in a rain shadow

 _______ 13. What makes the soils of the Northern European Plain so good for farming?

A. They are acidic. C. They are marshy.

B. They contain sand. D. They contain humus.

_______ 14. What did the Romans build to transport water to cities and towns?

A. bridges C. the Chunnel

B. aqueducts D. concrete roads

_______ 15. Which of the following statements about the Hundred Years’ War is accurate?

A. It was a war between Spain and England.

B. It lasted less than 100 years.

C. It contributed to the spread of the Black Death.

D. It resulted from differences between Catholics and Protestants.

Two major divisions of Indo-European languages spoken in Western Europe are 
Romance and Germanic. Romance languages are based on Latin, the language of 
the Roman Empire. The most common Romance language in Western Europe is 
French. The Germanic languages spoken in Western Europe include German, Dutch, 
and English, although about half of the English vocabulary comes from the Romance 
languages. Not all European languages are Indo-European, however. For example, 
Basque, a language spoken in the Pyrenees region of France and Spain, is unrelated 
to any other language spoken today. It is common for Western Europeans to speak 
more than one language—their native language plus English, French, or German.

—Discovering World Geography

_______ 16. Based on the excerpt, what can be said about the languages spoken in Western 
Europe?

A. English is a combination of Germanic and Romance languages.

B. All European languages are Indo-European.

C. Latin is the most common Romance language in Western Europe.

D. Basque is related to the Germanic languages.
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Chapter Test, Form A cont.

_______ 17. Based on the excerpt, what is one trait that is common among Western 
Europeans?

A. They always speak English in public.

B. They are bilingual.

C. They speak Latin as their primary language.

D. They speak only their native language.

DIRECTIONS: Short Answer Answer each of the following questions.

 18. Explain how the Gulf Stream aff ects the climate of the Western European nations.

 19. Explain what the Cold War was and how it ended.

 

DIRECTIONS: Essay Answer the following question on a separate piece of paper.

 20. Explain how the outcome of World War I helped lead to another world war.
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This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

With their business evaporating, restaurants
use their kitchens to feed those in need

Image 1. Jaquan Bland, 9 years old, eats a slice of pizza from We the Pizza in Washington, D.C., where kids can get free pizza. Photo:
Laura Chase de Formigny/Washington Post

On March 16, Nancy Carretta held her exhausted 3-year-old, Joseph, on her hip while swiping a

credit card at the counter at We the Pizza in Washington, D.C. The chain is owned by the

Sunnyside Restaurant Group, the family run company led by celebrity chef Spike Mendelsohn. All

restaurants under the company are offering kids free food while schools are closed during the

coronavirus outbreak.

Coronavirus is a flu-like illness. It began in China and has been spreading across the globe since

December 2019. Health officials have been encouraging social distancing. This means staying

home and staying away from other people to help slow the spread of the virus.

Carretta felt a little guilty about taking advantage of the free slices for her boys. The deal, though,

offered a secondary benefit to a family that now has to work, parent and stay sane in one home for

who knows how long. Carretta took the kids out for errands and food so her husband could work.

By Washington Post, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.24.20
Word Count 934
Level 1020L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

"I'm trying to keep them busy so he can get his project done, so that tomorrow I can go into work

for the day," Carretta said.

Restaurants around the country are providing free food for kids, seniors and hospital staffers,

offering a place for stir-crazy parents to chill or just staying and providing paychecks to employees.

At the same time, they are suffering the effects of the pandemic themselves. Since the coronavirus

outbreak, restaurants across the country have closed, been forced to shut down or watched their

sales fall. Micheline Mendelsohn, who helps run Sunnyside, said sales have dropped by 50 percent

in the past two weeks.

A Free Meal For Anyone Who's Hungry

Still, her parents and brother, with whom she owns

three of the group's restaurants, quickly got on board

to offer free lunches. 

She says the meals do not come with any conditions.

"The bottom line is that if you come in and you're

hungry, we're going to feed you," she says.

Many restaurants around the country are stepping up

to feed children, who often rely on the public school

system for their daily nutrition and meals.

For Mark Bucher, who owns steak frites mini-chain

Medium Rare, the offer to help was a bit impulsive.

He was scrolling through Twitter on March 12 and

noticed the gloom-and-doom tone. "And I thought,

Maybe there can be some good here, maybe people

can come together," he said. 

He tweeted out an offer to deliver a free meal to

anyone over the age of 70 who was holed up at home

due to quarantine or public health advice. "I thought,

I've got food and I've got people, so I just put out a

tweet not knowing how it was going to go," Bucher says.

He cobbled together a fleet of volunteer drivers. Some are college students whose campuses have

shut down. Others are professionals who drive past Medium Rare locations. On March 13, they

delivered 60 meals. He estimated that on the night of March 16, they would send out about 180.

He gathers the requests online, and orders go out at 5 p.m.

Spreading The (Food) Love

Later in the evening, grateful messages roll in. Tweets and emails and Facebook messages from

people describe what the meal meant to them.

Bucher says he figures that donations, including from the National Football League Players

Association, have covered about one-third of the cost. However, he is not actually tallying up how
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much this is eating into his business. "I think if we knew, we'd be scared," he says. "But I feel an

obligation to do it."

In Boston, Massachusetts, Pamela Carthy, owner of Penguin Pizza, was moved to action by a

customer's order. On the night of March 13, a call came in. The customer wanted 10 pizzas

delivered to the Brigham and Women's Hospital, just down the street. He paid by credit card and

wanted the delivery to be anonymous. Carthy delivered the pies herself and said she was struck by

how grateful the nurses were.

She posted about the encounter on Facebook, thinking people would enjoy the story. They did and

more calls kept coming. One person wanted to send a pizza to an older neighbor they knew

couldn't leave the house. A woman whose daughter had heart surgery years ago ordered pizzas

sent to the hospital that treated her.

Even without a customer to foot the bill, Carthy has started delivering pizzas herself. 

Paying It Forward

Her friend came up with a website, feedingthefrontline.com, to urge other restaurants and people

who want to help to follow suit. Carthy, who moved to Boston from Ireland in 2002, is not

surprised by the outpouring. "It all comes down to being Boston strong," she says. The city rallied

around the phrase after the 2013 Boston Marathon bombings.

She says her business is down, reliant on delivery and takeout. "But there's always someone who

has it worse than you," she says. "Because of that, I'll pay it forward. We can feel sorry for

ourselves, but what good is that?"

On the afternoon of March 16, Washington, D.C., became the latest city to shut down restaurants

for dine-in customers, limiting operations to takeout and delivery only. The restrictions will not

stop the Sunnyside Restaurant Group, said Micheline Mendelsohn. It will continue the kids-eat-

free promotion as takeout. Parents and kids "can come pick up or we can do curbside," she said.
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Quiz

1 Which section from the article BEST explains why restaurants are giving free meals to the elderly?

(A) Introduction [paragraphs 1-5]

(B) "A Free Meal For Anyone Who's Hungry"

(C) "Spreading The (Food) Love"

(D) "Paying It Forward"

2 Read the following sentences from the article.

1. All restaurants under the company are offering kids free food while schools are closed
during the coronavirus outbreak.

2. Micheline Mendelsohn, who helps run Sunnyside, said sales have dropped by 50 percent in
the past two weeks.

3. Even without a customer to foot the bill, Carthy has started delivering pizzas herself.
4. She says her business is down, reliant on delivery and takeout.

Which two sentences taken together provide the BEST evidence to support the idea that the coronavirus has hurt the restaurant
business?

(A) 1 and 3

(B) 1 and 4

(C) 2 and 3

(D) 2 and 4

3 Which of the following MOST influenced Mark Bucher's decision to offer free food delivery to older people?

(A) a desire to keep people from getting sick

(B) a desire to make money for his restaurants

(C) a need to keep his employees busy

(D) a need to help people work from home

4 According to the article, WHY did people send pizza to the hospital?

(A) to encourage people to stay home during the coronavirus

(B) to explain why social distancing helps to keep people healthy

(C) to express their gratitude for doctors and nurses

(D) to highlight why the coronavirus is dangerous



Dear Parents & Students: 
 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 
with any questions you might have regarding assignments. Please keep in mind that these 
assignments will not be graded nor will they count against your child in any way. These 
assignments review different skills students need extra help with and will help students be better 
prepared for 9th grade.  Algebra 1 students will be provided one week of new content that was 
not taught prior to spring break and two weeks of review content.  Algebra 1 students will also 
have access to all 8th grade math assignments and can use those as well.  
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 
SchoolStatus and Remind. We will also provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. 
via Haiku.  Iready may be used for instruction at any time as well.  
 
Starting Monday, March 30th, teachers will be available between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 
pm.  During this time they will be available via Remind, SchoolStatus, or email for parents 
and/or students who are struggling with the current assignments or who have general questions 
regarding the work.  Contact information for each of the teachers is provided below.  
 

Teacher  E-mail Remind 
(text code to 81010) 

Cayson  spcayson@tupeloschools.com 1st period - @caysonal 
2nd period - @caysonalg2 
3rd period - @caysonalg3 
4th period - @caysonalg 
6th period - @caysonalge 

Dickerson  shdickerson@tupeloschools.com Alg 1- @sd3320 
General- @s3320 

Ezell laezell@tupeloschools.com @ezmath 

Gibson  mggibson@tupeloschools.com N/A 

Grice  ksgrice@tupeloschools.com N/A 

Holloway  keholloway@tupeloschools.com @43e2ha 

Pearson trpearson@tupeloschools.com @d6d773 

 
 
We are here for you.  We miss seeing our students each day. Thank you for your support and 
patience during this trying time. 
 
Sincerely,  
Your 8th grade math team 



ALGEBRA 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday March 30  Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday 
April 1 

Thursday,  
April 2 

Friday,  
April 3 

Math Week 1 Day 1 
A.REI.4b 

Use Quadratic Equation 
Assignment: 

Homework Page on Haiku 
Instruction on Haiku 

8th Math Practice 
available on Edulastic 

March 30 Week 1 Day 1 
Check 8th Haiku for 

instruction 
 

I-Ready is always 
available to build skills 

 
 

Week 1 Day 2 
A.REI.4b  

Completing the Square 
and recognize when the 
quadratic formula gives 

complex solutions 
Assignment: 

Homework page on 
Haiku 

Instruction on Haiku 
8th Math Practice 

available on edulastic  
March 31 Week 1 Day 2 

Check 8th Haiku for 
instruction 

 Week 1 Day 3 
A..CED 1 

Create equations and 
inequalities in one 

variable and use them 
to solve problems 

Assignment: 
Homework page on 

Haiku  
Instruction on Haiku 

8th Math Practice 
available on Edulastic 
April 1 Week 1 Day 3 
Check 8th Haiku for 

instruction 
 

 
 
 

 

 Week 1 Day 4 
Review of Days 1, 2, 

3 standards 
Assignment: 

Homework page on 
Haiku 

Instruction page on 
Haiku 

8th Math Practice 
available on 

Edulastic April 2 
Week 1 Day 4 

Check 8th Haiku for 
instruction 

 

 Week 1 Day 5 
Review of Days 1, 

2, 3 standards 
Assignments: 

Homework page 
on Haiku 

Instruction page on 
Haiku 

8th math Practice 
available on 

Edulastic April 3 
Week 1 Day 5 

Check 8th Haiky 
for instruction 

 

  

  Monday,  
April 6 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

Wednesday, 
April 8 

Thursday,  
April 9 

Friday,  
April 10 

Math Week 2 Day 1 
A.REI,8.EE Analyze and 

solve pairs of 
simultaneous linear 

equations 
Assignment: 

Edulastic Alg April 6 
Week 2 Day 1 

Instruction on Haiku 
8th Math Practice 

available on Edulastic 
April 6 Week 2 Day 1 
Check 8th Haiku for 

Instruction 
 

I-Ready is always 
available to build 

skills 
 
 

 Week 2 Day 2 
A.REI 5, REI.6 

Solve Systems of Linear 
Equations 

Assignment: 
Edulastic Alg April 7 

Week 2 Day 2 
Instruction on Haiku 

8th Math Practice 
available on Edulastic 
April 7 Week 2 Day 2 
Check 8th Haiku for 

Instruction 
 
 
 

 Week 2 Day 3 
A.REI.5, REI.6 

Solve Systems of 
Linear Equations 

Assignment: 
Edulastic Alg April 8 

Week 2 Day 3 
Instruction on Haiku 

8th Math Practice 
available on Edulastic  
April 8 Week 2 Day 3 
Check 8th Haiku for 

Instruction 
 

 Week 2 Day 4 
A.REI 5, REI.6 

Solve Systems of 
Linear Equations 

Assignment: 
Edulastic Alg April 9 

Week 2 Day 4 
Instruction on Haiku 

8th Math Practice 
available on 

Eculastic April 9 
Week 2 Day 4 

Check 8th Haiku for 
Instruction 

 

 Week 2 Day 5 
A.REI.5, REI.6 

Solve Systems of 
Linear Equations 

Assignment: 
Edulastic Alg April 
10 Week 2 Day 5 
8th Math Practice 

available on 
Edulastic April 10 

Week 2 Day 5 
 
 
 

  



ALGEBRA 
March 30 - April 17  

  Monday,  
April 13 

Tuesday,  
April 14 

Wednesday, April 
15 

Thursday,  
April 16 

Friday,  
April 17 

Math Week 3 Day 1  
A.IF.1, A.IF.2, A.IF.3 

Identify functions, 
Evaluate domain and 
range, arithmetic and 
geometric sequences 

Assignment: 
Edulastic April 13 

Week 3 Day 1  
Check Haiku for 

instructional material 
8th Math Practice 

available on Edulastic 
April 13 Week 3 Day 1 

Check 8th Haiku for 
instruction 

 
I- Ready is always 
available to build 

skills 
 
 
  

 Week 3 Day 2 
A.IF.4, A.IF.5, A.IF.6 
Intercepts, intervals, 

Maximums and 
Minimums,domain, 

range, rate of change 
Assignment: 

Edulastic Alg  April 14 
Week 3 Day 2 

Check Haiku for 
instructional material 

8th Math Practice 
available on Edulastic 
April 14 Week 3 Day 2 

Check 8th Haiku for 
instruction 

 
 

 Week 3 Day 3 
A.IF 7, A.IF 8 

Intercepts, square root 
functions, piecewise 

functions 
Assignment: 

Edulastic April 15 
Week 3 Day 3 

Check Haiku for 
instructional material 

8th Math Practice 
available on Edulastic 
April 15 Week 3 Day 3 

Check 8th Haiku for 
instruction 

 
 

 Week 3 Day 4 
A.IF.8 

Key features of 
quadratics, 

compare properties 
of quadratics 
Assignment: 

Edulastic April 16 
Week 3 Day 4 

Check Haiku for 
instructional 

material 
8th Math Practice 

available on 
Edulastic April 16 

Week 3 Day 4 
Check 8th Haiku 

fori instruction 
 
 

 Week 3 Day 5 
Review of week 

standards 
Assignment: 

Edulastic: 
Alg April 17 Wk 3 

Day 5  
8th Math Practice 

available on 
Edulastic April 17 

Week 3 Day 4  
 

 



Algebra March 30 Week 1 Day 1                            Name_________________________ 

           Date __________________ 

 Solve the following by completing the square.  SAW.   If necessary, round to the nearest 

hundredth.  

1.    r2 + 8r = 48     2.  x2 – 10x = 40 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  q2 + 22q = -85     4.  x2 + 10x + 17 = 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.    4y2 + 8y – 36 = 0     6.  b2 + 4b + 1 = 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What term do you need to add to each side to complete the square for 3x2 + 12x = 24? 



Algebra March 31 Week 1 Day 2                    Name________________________ 

           Date __________________ 

 Solve the following by using the quadratic formula.   SAW.   If necessary, round to the 

nearest hundredth.   

1.  		2t 2 = 72      2.  		13n2 -117 = 0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.   		3x2 +4x =10     4.  		m
2 -4m= -4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  		5b2 -2b-7 = 0                6.  		15x2 -12x = 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Algebra April 1  Week 1 Day 3                  Name_____________________ 

           Date ______________ 

1.    Suppose you throw a ball upward with a starting velocity of 30 ft/s.  The ball is 6 ft high 

when if leaves your hand.  After how many seconds will the ball hit the ground?  Use the vertical 

motion formula.   h = -16t2 +vt +c. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  At a pep rally, cheerleaders use a slingshot to launch foam basketballs into the crowd from 2 

feet off the ground.  The balls are at an initial upward velocity of 36 feet per second.  Suppose no 

one catches the ball, how long will it take the basketballs to hit the ground?  Use the vertical 

motion formula.    h = -16t2 +vt +c. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  The length of a rectangle is 3 less than twice the width.  The area of the rectangle is 250 

sq. m.  What are the dimensions of the rectangle?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

over 



 

4.  Jon hits a baseball from a height of 5 feet with an initial velocity of 50 ft/sec.  How long does 

it take to reach its maximum height?  What is the maximum height that the baseball reaches?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  A flare is launched from the deck of a lifeboat 8 feet above the surface of the water.  The 

initial upward velocity is 120 feet per second.  What is the maximum height of the the flare?  

How long will it take to reach its maximum height?   

 



Algebra April 2 Week 1 Day 4                   Name_________________________ 

         Date _____________________ 

1.    Solve by graphing.    y = –x2 + 4 

 

2.    Find the number of real solutions of 4x2 – 3x = – 2. 

  

 

Solve each equation with the indicated method. If necessary, round to the nearest hundredth. 

3.  x2 – 81 = 0 (algebraic)          4.  2x2 – 5x = 12 (factor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.    –x2 + 6x – 4 = 0 (complete the square)        6.  6x2 – 8x –30 = 0 (quad formula) 

 

 

 

  

 

 

7.  The volume of a square pyramid is given by the formula V = hx2, where h is the height of the pyramid and x is the 

length of one side of the base. A pyramid with a height of 15 ft has a volume of 2880 ft3. What is the length of one 

side of the base? 

 

 



Algebra April 3 Week 1 Day 5   

      

  

                     

1.  Solve the following by completing the 

square.   Round to the nearest hundredth.  

SAW     
23 18 24x x+ =  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution:   

2.   Solve the following by completing the 

square.  Round to the nearest hundredth.  

SAW    2 5 15 0x x+ − =  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution:   

Name ________________________________ 

Date__________________________ 

 

3.  Solve the following by completing the 

square.  Round to the nearest hundredth.  

SAW    
2 24 8x x− = −  

 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution:  

4.   Solve 2 5 29 0x x+ − =  by using 

quadratic formula.  Round to the nearest 

hundredth. SAW    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Solution:  

5.    Solve 2 144 0d − =  by using the 

quadratic formula.  Round to the nearest 

hundredth.  SAW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution:  

 

7.   List the 5 ways to solve a quadratic 

equation and appropriate form associated 

with each.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.   Solve by 26 19 12x x− = using the 

quadratic formula.  Round to the nearest 

hundredth.  SAW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solution:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  A tennis ball is hit with a vertical 

velocity of 40 ft/sec from an initial height 



of 7 ft.  In how many seconds will the ball 

hit the ground?  SAW Round your answer 

to the nearest hundredth.   

Use the equation 
216h t vt c= − + +  

Solution:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  A flare is shot from a height of 10 feet 

with a velocity of 70 ft/sec.   Use the 

equation 
216h t vt c= − + +  

How long will it take the flare to reach its  

maximum height?  Round to the nearest  

hundredth.  _____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the maximum height? Round to 

the nearest hundredth.   

_________________ 

 

10.  A rectangular patio has length x + 5 

and a width for x + 6 and a total area of 

500 square meters.  Find the dimensions 

of the patio to the nearest hundredth.   

SAW 

 

Solution:   
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The graph for the systems of linear equations   and   is as shown below.

  What is the solution to the system of equations?

Q1:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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The population growth of two towns over a period of �ve years is represented by the system of equations below,

both algebraically and graphically.

                 

                   

Which ordered pair is the solution to the system of equations? 

Q2:

A  

B  

C  

D  

What is the solution to the system of equations below?

   

Q3:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Solve the system of equations by using substitution. 

              

                        

Q4:

Solve the system of equations using the substitution method.

   

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  

You are solving a system of two linear equations in two variables, and you discover that there are no solutions to

the system.

Which of the following graphs could describe the system of equations?

Q6:

A Blue

B Green

C Purple

D Pink



3/25/2020 Algebra April 6th Week 2 Day 1

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585158719164 4/9

Determine how many solutions exist for this system of equations:

 

Q7:

A No solution

B One solution

C In�nitely many solutions

D Two solutions

The equation of line s is  .  The equation of line t is  .  The equations of line s and t form a

system of equations.  The solution to the system of equations is located at point P.  Which graph correctly shows

line s, line t, and point P?

Q8:

A A

B B

C C

D D
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Find a solution to the following system of equations:Q9:

A x=1 and y=0    

B x=3 and y=3

C The system has no solutions

D The system of equations has in�nite solutions  

Solve the following system of equations using the substitution method. 

  

      

  

        and  

        

Q10:
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 The graph below shows the ascent (rise) and decent (fall) of two di�erent airplanes in the vicinity of the city

airport. 

 What is the initial height of Plane A?   miles.

What is the height of Plane B after 40 seconds?    mile.

 At what time are the planes �ying at exactly the same height?      seconds.

Q11:



3/25/2020 Algebra April 6th Week 2 Day 1

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585158719164 7/9

The population growth of two towns over a period of �ve years is represented by the system of equations below,

both algebraically and graphically.

  

Which ordered pair is the solution to the system of equations?  

Q12:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Solve the following system of equations algebraically. 

     

  

         

         

Q13:

If two linear equations have in�nitely many solutions, then the...Q14:

A Slopes are the same but the -intercepts are di�erent.

B Slopes are di�erent.

C Slopes are the same and the -intercepts are the same.

D Slopes are di�erent and the  -intercepts are di�erent. 

When trying to �nd solutions to the system of equations

 

 

you take several correct steps that lead to the expression 0=0.

Which statement is true?

Q15:

A x=0 and y=0

B The system has one solution, but we don't know what it is.

C The system has no solution.

D The system has in�nitely many solutions.
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Consider the following system of equations, 

     

 The value of   is   .  

Q1:

A club is making posters to raise money. The printer charges a base fee of    and    per poster for supplies.

A person sells each poster for   . How many posters must he sell to make a pro�t of    ? 

  

Answer:     posters.

Q2:

A restaurant serves sandwiches and  salads. They sold    sandwiches and   salads for a total of  for

lunch. In the evening,    sandwiches and   salads were sold for a total of   . 

 The cost of each sandwich is     dollars.  

Q3:
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A company wants to purchase two types of lightbulbs, CFL (compact  �uorescent) and LED (light emitting diode). 

 The cost of each CFL bulb  is  , and the cost of each LED bulb is  . 

 The company must  purchase a total of  lightbulbs, must spend at most   on the  lightbulbs, and wants

to purchase as many LED bulbs as possible. 

 Let   represent the number of LED lightbulbs purchased, and  represent  the number of CFL lightbulbs

purchased. 

 Which of the following  systems models the situation described?

Q4:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Suppose you had d dollars in your bank account. You spent $10, but have at least $31 left. Which of the following

inequalities represents this situation?

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  

A test has  questions worth  points. The test consists of true/false questions worth  points and some

multiple choice questions worth   points. The number of true/false questions in the test are 

 .  

Q6:



3/25/2020 Algebra April 7th Week 2 Day 2

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585164133910 3/7

Q7:

A A

B B

C C

D D

What is the constant in 15-8yQ8:

A 15

B 8

C -8

D -15

If an international call costs    for the �rst minute and    for each additional minute and Lily does not

want to spend more than    on the call, then �nd the maximum call duration that she can a�ord? 

  

Answer:    minutes. 

  

 Note: Round your answer to the nearest tenths.

Q9:
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Solve the following system of equations.

    

Q10:

A (1,-3)

B (8,-1)

C (1,8)

D (4,3)

What is the solution to the system of linear equations graphed here? Q11:

A (0,4)

B (4,2)

C (2,4)

D No Solution

How many solutions would there be for the following system of equations?

 

Q12:

A 1 Solution

B 2 Solutions

C No solution

D In�nitely Many solutions
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What is the solution to the following system of equations:

 

Q13:

A  

B  

C  

D In�nitely Many

A chemist has two containers of dextrose solution, one with a concentration of % and the other with a

concentration of %. The chemist needs to combine the two solutions to form a % concentration solution.

Which system of equations can be used to determine the amount of each solution the chemist should mix to

make 1 liter of % concentration, where  is the amount, in liters, of the % solution, and  is the amount, in

liters, of the % solution?

Q14:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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A band director wants to order music stands and music books.

• The band director has a budget of $ .

• Each music stand costs $ , and each music book costs $ .

• The band director needs at least  music stands and at least  music books.

If  represents the number of music stands, and  represents the number of music books, which system of

inequalities represents this scenario?

Q15:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Directions: Solve the linear system using Addition Elimination. 

 3x + 2y = 7 

-3x + 4y = 5 

  

 x =     

y =       

Q1:

Directions: Solve the linear system using Multiplication Elimination. 

4x + 3y = 8

 x - 2y = 13

 

 x =     

 y =       

Q2:

Directions: Solve the linear system using Subtraction Elimination. 

 8x + y = -16

-3x + y = -5

 

 x =     

 y =       

Q3:
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 Solve the system of equation by using ELIMINATION.

 

Q4:

A x = 1

B x = -1

C No solution

D y = -2

Solve the system of equations by ELIMINATION. Solve for x.

6x - 3y = 15

7x + 4y = 10

x =       

Q5:

Solve the system of equations by using SUBSTITUTION.

 

Q6:

A (8, 24)

B (-8, -24)

C (-16, -48)

D (16, 48)

Solve the following system of equations.

    

Q7:

A (1,-3)

B (8,-1)

C (1,8)

D (4,3)
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The basketball team sold t-shirts and hats as a fund-raiser. They sold a total of  items and made a pro�t of $

. They made a pro�t of $  for every t-shirt they sold and $  for every hat they sold.

 Determine the number of t-shirts and the number of hats the basketball team sold.

 Enter the number of t-shirts in the �rst response box.

 Enter the number of hats in the second response box.

  

 

Q8:

A system of linear equation is shown.

     

 Which system has the same solution as the system shown?

Q9:

A  

B  

C  

    

D  
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A system of linear equation is shown.

    

 Which system has the same solution as the system shown?

Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  

A store sells used and new video games. New video games cost more than used video games. All used video

games cost the same. All new video games also cost the same. 

Omar spent a total of $  on  used video games and  new video games. Sally spent a total of $  on  used

video games and  new video game. Janet has $  to spend. 

Enter the number of used video games Janet can purchase after she purchases  new video games. 

 

Q11:

Which system of equations has the same solution as the system below?

 2x+2y = 16

 3x - y = 4

Q12:

A 2x+2y=16

 6x-2y=4

B x+y=16

 3x-y=4

C 2x+2y=16

 6x-2y=8

D 6x+6y=48

 6x+2y=8
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What is the solution to the following system of equations:

 

Q13:

A  

B  

C  

D In�nitely Many

The Smith Family Reunion and the Jones Family Reunion both include a visit to a family  friendly amusement

park in Florida. The Smith Family pays $882.00 for passes for 10 adults and 18 children. The Jones Family pays

$951.00 for passes for 11 adults and 19 children. Which equation below can be used to solve for the price of the

adult and child admissions?

Q14:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Solve the system of equations by using SUBSTITUTION.

 5 x + 3y =21

 2 y = 4x - 8

Q15:

A (4, 6)

B (2, -3)

C (3,2)

D (5, 8)
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Solve the system of equations below algebraically. 
                                                             

   

          

        

Q1:

Directions - Solve each system by Substitution.   

   

 x =    

 y =      

Q2:

For the following system of equations, the value of   is   . 

 The system of equation is         

Q3:

A theater sells tickets for a concert. Tickets for lower-level seats sell for $35 each, and tickets for upper-level seats
sell for $25 each. The theater sells 350 tickets for $10,250.  

How many types of each type were sold?

 Lower level tickets:    

 Upper level tickets :   

Q4:

 An entry pass to a museum costs    for a child and    for an adult. A total of   entry passes were sold,

and the total money collected is  . The number of   entry passes sold are 

.  

Q5:
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The math club sells candy bars and drinks during football games.  
                   candy bars and    drinks will sell for  .      

               120 candy bars and  90 drinks will sell for  $270.
How much does each candy bar sell for?

 (Note: Express the answer in dollars.cents.) 

 Answer:      

Q6:

A ticket to a concert costs either  or . A total of  tickets are sold, and the total money collected is  

 . The number of  -tickets sold are     .

Q7:

Which value of n is a solution for both inequalities below?

   

Q8:

A -7

B -3

C 2

D 4

E None of the above

    years from now, Ron's age will be   times that of Miley. Three years ago, Ron's age was   times that of Miley.

The present age of Miley is   .  

Q9:

Directions - Solve the system using Subtraction Elimination. 

     

 x =    

 y =      

Q10:
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Airline fares for a �ight from Dallas to Austin are $30 for �rst class and $25 for tourist class. The �ight had 52
passengers who collectively paid $1360.

 How many �rst class and tourist class passengers were there? 

First class:    

Tourist class:   

Q11:

Two times Antonio’s age plus three times Sarah’s age equals . Sarah’s age is also �ve times Antonio’s age. How
old is Sarah?

Answer:   years

Q12:

 What two numbers have a sum of 217 and a di�erence of 85?

     

       

Q13:

Solve the following system of equations.

    

Q14:

A (1,-3)

B (8,-1)

C (1,8)

D (4,3)

At the Holiday Valley Ski Resort, skis cost $16 to rent and snowboards cost $19. On a particular day, 28 people
rented and the resort brought in $478.

 How many skis and snowboards were rented? 

Skis:    

Snowboards:   

Q15:
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The population growth of two cities over a period of �ve years is represented by the following system of
equations, both algebraically and graphically. 
  
     

  

   

 Write the solution of the given system of equations.

        and           

Q1:
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Consider the following system of equations, and �nd its solution.

   

Q2:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Find the solution for the given system of equations in the form . 

   

Q3:

A  

B  

C  

D  

 At Janice's current age she is not only    times as old as Ross, but she is also   years older than Ross.  
  
 How old is Janice ?

 

 Janice is    years old.

Q4:

 Solve the system of equations algebraically.  
  
     

  

        and         

Q5:
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The cost of 3 boxes of envelopes and 4 boxes of notebook paper is $13.25. Two boxes of envelopes and 6 boxes
of notebook paper cost $17.00 Find the cost of each. Do NOT include the "$" sign in your answer
  
  

 Box of envelopes cost $     Box of paper cost $   

 customers.

Q6:

Solve for   in the following system of equations. 
  
      

  

       

Q7:

The sum of two numbers is . 
 The larger number is  more than  times the smaller number. 

Find the numbers.

Q8:

A  and  

B  and   

C  and  

D  and   

Solve the system of equations using the elimination method and enter the value of .  Solve with elimination.
  
     

  

        

Q9:
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Which equations can be used to model and solve the following problem 
(assume x = # of brushes and y = # of jars of paint):
A beginning art kit cost $6.35 and contains 2 brushes and 5 jars of paint.
The standard art kit has 4 brushes and 12 jars of paint and costs $13.20.
How much would the deluxe kit cost if it has 7 brushes and 20 jars of paint?

Q10:

A
 

B
 

C
 

D
 

Consider this system of equations.

   

What value of  makes the system of equations true?

 Enter your answer in the answer box below.

Q11:

Solve:

   

Q12:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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What is the solution to this system of equations?
 You may solve in any manner.

 

Q13:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Write a system of equations to model the following prices and costs:
 Let x be the cost for a pair of jeans.  Let y be the cost for a shirt.
 Four pairs of jeans and six shirts will cost $210.
 Two pairs of jeans and �ve shirts will cost $135

Q14:

A
 

B
 

C
 

D
 

Solve using any method:

 

Q15:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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 Use the graph to evaluate the function below for speci�c inputs and outputs.

  

     

        

Q1:

  If  , what is the value of  ?

 

Q2:
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Label the domain of the function graphed below.  Domain       

a.
7

6

5

Q3:  

 What is   for  f     

a.
-2

2

-8

8

Q4:  

Consider the following sequence and type the next number in the sequence. 

         .  

Q5:

a

a
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Is the following relation a function?
 

Q6:

A The relation is a function.

B The relation is not a function.

C Need more information.

D Do not mark this answer. It is wrong.

Q7:

A 40

B 30

C 5

D 0
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Is this a function?Q8:

A Yes

B No

C Cannot be determined

Is this relation a function?
{(6,6), (1,1), (5,5), (-3,-3)}

Q9:

A Yes

B No, because the coordinates repeat

C No, because a function has to have at least 5 ordered pairs. 

D Cannot be determined

 A function is shown.
      

 What is the value of   ?

f (12) =      

Q10:

Evaluate the following exponential function when   .  
      

        .  

Q11:
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What type of function would correctly model the situation: 
 Every day, twice as many people have the �u than had it the day before.

Q12:

A linear function

B exponential growth

C exponential decay

D none of the above

Select the correct answer for when you evaluate the following function at f(5):

   

Q13:

A 34

B 4

C -16

D 14

                                            
 The �rst �ve terms of a geometric sequence are given above.

  Write a  recursive function rule for the sequence.

Q14:

A f(n) = 3n + 2

B f(n) = 2n

C f(n) = 3 f(n - 1), n  = 21

D f(n) = 3 f(n) + 2
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 Determine the range of the graph above

Q15:

A  

B  

C  

D All Real Numbers
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Consider the equation of the parabola given below.
   

 The vertex of the above equation is given as                .  

  

Q1:

Consider the graph shown below. 
  

    

The maximum value of this function is  .

Q2:
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The graph shows the relationship between the weight, in pounds, of Vidalia onion and their cost.

                      

 Which best estimates the cost per pound?

Q3:

A    

B  

C  

D  
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A  -foot-long wooden beam is supported on both ends. When a weight load is placed in the center of the beam,
it causes the beam to sag. The sag is called de�ection . The graph shows the de�ection of the beam,in inches, as a
function of the weight load , in pounds,  placed in the center of the beam.

                        

 For every   pound increase in the weight load, what will be the change in the de�ection?

Q4:

A an increase of   inch

B a decrease of   inch

C an increase of   inch

D a decrease of   inch

Consider the equation of parabola   . 

 Its vertex is located at                

Q5:

The function   models the height, in meters, of a ball t seconds after it is thrown.

 Which describes the intercepts and vertex of the function? (Check all that apply).

Q6:

A The y-intercept is (0, 60), and it shows that the ball is thrown from a height of 60 meters.

B One x-intercept is (2, 0), and it shows that the ball is thrown after 2 seconds.

C One x-intercept is (6, 0), and it shows that the ball lands 6 seconds after it is thrown.

D The vertex shows that the ball reaches its maximum height after 2 seconds.

E The ball reaches a maximum height of 85 feet.
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Directions: Identify the slope and y-intercept of the line. 
 2) y = -5x + 13

Slope =    

 y - intercept =    

Q7:

  

       

       

      

    

Q8:
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The function  represents the amount of money, in dollars, Jim has after purchasing  packets of
trading cards. The function is modeled by the graph.

        

 Based on the scenario, which statement describes appropriate domain values of the function?

Q9:

A The domain of the function includes all real numbers.

B The domain of the function includes all real numbers where .

C The domain of the function includes all whole numbers where .

D The domain of the function includes all whole numbers where .
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What is the range of   ?Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Some banks charge a fee on savings accounts that are left inactive for an extended period of time. The equation
represents the value, , of one account that was left inactive for a period of x years. What is
the y-intercept of this equation and what does it represent?

Q11:

A 0.98, the percent of money in the account initially

B 0.98, the percent of money in the account after x years

C 5000, the amount of money in the account initially

D 5000, the amount of money in the account after x years

  Given the function f(x) = 3x - 4, what is the rate of change on the interval x = 0 to x = 3? 

     

Q12:
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What is the slope of the line that passes through (-2, 5) and (3, 9)?Q13:

A -5/4

B -4/5

C 4/5

D 5/4

Use the table to answer the questions. 

  

Change in x =   

 Change in y =   

 Slope =   

 Cost of 10 balloons =  

Q14:

Select the correct answer for when you evaluate the following function at f(5):

   

Q15:

A 34

B 4

C -16

D 14



3/25/2020 Alg April 15 Week 3 Day 3

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585167345527 1/14

Collection: PrivateAlg April 15 Week 3 Day 3

Created by Sherrie Dickerson



3/25/2020 Alg April 15 Week 3 Day 3

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585167345527 2/14

Which is the graph of the function  ? Q1:

A

B
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C

D
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Consider the graph shown below. 

  

   

The maximum y - value of this function is   .  

Q2:

Consider the equation of parabola   . The    coordinate of the vertex is 

 . 

  

Note: Use slash (/) to separate the numerator and denominator.

Q3:
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A function is graphed on the coordinate plane.

  

 Select the function that is graphed on the coordinate plane.

Q4:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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A function is graphed on the coordinate plane.

 Which equation represents the graphed function? 

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  

 Q6:

A (1, 1)

B (-1, -7)

C (4, 43)

D (-4, 11)
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Determine the number of real zeros of the function shown below. 

Answer:    

Q7:
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Q8:

A a

B b

C c

D d
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Choose the graph of the piecewise function   .
Q9:

A

B

C

D
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Consider the graph shown below. 

  

   

The maximum y - value of this function is   .  

Q10:

Over which interval(s) is the function increasing?

  

Q11:

A ,  ,   

B , 

C ,   

D  
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 Write a piecewise function for the graph.Q12:

A

B

C

D
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Which function is shown on the graph?

   

Q13:

A  

B  

C  

D  

What are the intercepts of the line with equation 2  – 3  = 30?Q14:

A (–10, 0) and (0, 15)

B (6, 0) and (0, –6)

C (15, 0) and (0, –10)

D (30, 0) and (0, –30)
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Q15:

A ( ) = −    + 2

B ( ) = −2  + 2

C ( ) = 2  + 1

D ( ) = (  )   + 1
x
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A baseball is hit, and rises to a height above the ground,   , in feet, at time   , in seconds, can be estimated by

the formula: 

  

     

  

 The maximum height attained by the baseball is    feet.

Q1:

Which function has the same y-intercept as the graph below? Q2:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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 What is the equation of the graph below?Q3:

A    

B  

C  

D  

  Which graph has an axis of symmetry of x = 3 and no x-intercepts ?Q4:

A  graph A

B graph B

C graph C

D graph D
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 Which of the following is true about   ?Q5:

A  opens up with a vertex of (7,5)

B  opens down with a vertex of (7, 5)

C  opens up with a vertex of (-7, 5)

D  opens down with a vertex of (-7, 5)

 Write   in standard form.Q6:

A   

B  

C  

D  

 What is the axis of symmetry for a quadratic function with x-intercepts of (-4, 0) and (6, 0) ?Q7:

A  x = 2

B  x = -2 

C  x = 1

D  x = -1



3/25/2020 Alg April 16 Wk 3 Day 4

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585167243295 4/8

The function  can be represented as . Some of the values of the quadratic function 

 are shown in the table.

                   

 Which statement is a true comparison of the properties of  and ?

Q8:

A The graph of function   has a higher maximum value but a lower -intercept value than the graph of function .

B The graph of function  has a lower maximum value and a lower -intercept value than the graph of function .

C The graph of function  has a lower maximum value but a higher -intercept value than the graph of function .

D The graph of function  has a higher maximum value and a higher -intercept value than the graph of function .

Determine the type of function and the name of the graph of the following:   Q9:

A Linear Function

B Quadratic Function

C Absolute Value Function

D Trigonometric Function

E Line

F V-shape

G Parabola

H Circle
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Without graphing, determine whether the function represents:

 y = (5.2)   

Q10:

x

A linear function

B exponential growth

C exponential decay

D none of the above

The quadratic function   is represented by the equation,  and the table gives some values of the quadratic

function   

                             

 Which statements are true?

 Select all that apply. 

Q11:

A The   intercept of    is greater than the  intercept of   .  

B The   intercept of   is greater than the  intercept of  . 

C The   coordinate of the vertex of   is greater than the  coordinate of the vertex of  .  

D The   coordinate of the vertex of   is greater than the  coordinate of the vertex of  . 

E The   coordinate of the vertex of   is greater than the  coordinate of the vertex of  .  

F The coordinate of the vertex of   is greater than the   coordinate of the vertex of  . 

 Q12:

A {-21,1}

B {-4, -21}

C {-3, 7}

D {-7, 3}
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 Q13:

A {-5}

B {-5, 0}

C {0, 5}

D {5}

  Which graph has x-intercepts of approximately (-4.4, 0) and (-1.7, 0) ?Q14:

A  graph A

B graph B

C graph C

D graph D
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Given the linear function , mark all of the following that are  equivalent representations. Q15:

A  

B  

C

D

E A line through the following points:

    

    

    

    

    

F A line through the following points: 
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Consider the equation of the parabola given below.

   

 The vertex of the above equation is given as                .  

  

Q1:

Consider the graph shown below. 

  

    

The maximum value of this function is  .

Q2:

Evaluate the following exponential function when   .  

      

     .

Q3:
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Which of these represent a linear function?

 Select all that apply

Q4:

A  

B

C

D For each square whose sides have length  , the perimeter is  .  

E  
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The graph below describes the labor cost for a mechanic.

                        

 Which of the following describes the domain of the function?

Q5:

A All real numbers

B All real numbers greater than or equal to   

C All whole numbers greater than 

D All whole numbers greater than   

Suppose that the function  represents the cost to rent  movies a month from an internet movie

club. Makayla now has . How many more dollars does Makayla need to rent  movies next month? 

 Answer:   dollars

Q6:

Consider the function f(x)=x  + 6x - 16. The function has been rewritten in the di�erent form.

Which of the forms most clearly reveals the coordinates of the vertex of the function?

Q7: 2

A (x+8)(x-2) , with vertex at (-8,2)

B (x+8)(x-2) , with vertex at (8,-2)

C (x+3)  -25, with vertex at (-3,25)
2

D (x+3)  -25, with vertex at (-3,-25)
2
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 Determine the range of the graph above

Q8:

A All Real Numbers

B  

C  

D  
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Q9:

Directions: Identify the slope and y-intercept of the line. 
1)  y = 3x - 5

 Slope =       

 y-intercept =    

Q10:

What are the x-intercepts of the graph of the following equation?

   

Q11:

A 0 and -8

B 8 and -8

C 8

D 8 and 0
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A ball is kicked upward. It is h feet above the ground t seconds after it is kicked. The relationship between

h and t is given by the equation  . How many feet above the ground is the ball 2 seconds after

it is kicked?

Q12:

A 34

B 36

C 50

D 68

E 84

This graph shows how the total number of quizzes Michael has taken in high school depends on the number of

weeks he has attended school this quarter.  

  

The constant of variation is     quizzes per week. 

Note: Write your answer as a decimal.

Q13:

 Find the slope of the line containing the points (  . Simplify your answer. 

 slope =    

Q14:
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  If   and   , what is x?

 x =    

Q15:



Dear Parents & Students: 
 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 
with any questions you might have regarding assignments. Please keep in mind that these 
assignments will not be graded nor will they count against your child in any way. These 
assignments review different skills students need extra help with and will help students be better 
prepared for 9th grade.  Algebra 1 students will be provided one week of new content that was 
not taught prior to spring break and two weeks of review content.  Algebra 1 students will also 
have access to all 8th grade math assignments and can use those as well.  
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 
SchoolStatus and Remind. We will also provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. 
via Haiku.  Iready may be used for instruction at any time as well.  
 
Starting Monday, March 30th, teachers will be available between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 
pm.  During this time they will be available via Remind, SchoolStatus, or email for parents 
and/or students who are struggling with the current assignments or who have general questions 
regarding the work.  Contact information for each of the teachers is provided below.  
 

Teacher  E-mail Remind 
(text code to 81010) 

Cayson  spcayson@tupeloschools.com 1st period - @caysonal 
2nd period - @caysonalg2 
3rd period - @caysonalg3 
4th period - @caysonalg 
6th period - @caysonalge 

Dickerson  shdickerson@tupeloschools.com Alg 1- @sd3320 
General- @s3320 

Ezell laezell@tupeloschools.com @ezmath 

Gibson  mggibson@tupeloschools.com N/A 

Grice  ksgrice@tupeloschools.com N/A 

Holloway  keholloway@tupeloschools.com @43e2ha 

Pearson trpearson@tupeloschools.com @d6d773 

 
 
We are here for you.  We miss seeing our students each day. Thank you for your support and 
patience during this trying time. 
 
Sincerely,  
Your 8th grade math team 



8th Grade Math 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday March 
30  

Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday 
April 1 

Thursday,  
April 2 

Friday,  
April 3 

Math Week 1 Day 1 
8.G.2, 8 G.3 

Transformations 
Assignment:: 

Edulastic 
March 30 Wk 1 Day 1 

Haiku videst  for 
instruction. 

 Week 1 Day 2 
8.G.6 

Pythagorean 
Theorem and its 

converse  
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
March 31 Wk 1 Day 2 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 Week 1 Day 3 
8.G.7 

Apply the 
Pythagorean 

Theorem to find 
missing sides 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 1 Wk 1 Day 3 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 

 Week 1 Day 4 
8.G.8 

Apply the 
Pythagorean on a 

grid to find distance 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 2 Wk 1 Day 4 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 Week 1 Day 5 
8.G.2, 8.G.3, 8.G.6, 

8.G.7, 8.G.8 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 3 Wk 1 Day 5 

Also work on 
I-Ready to reach 

your 45 minutes for 
the week 

  

  Monday,  
April 6 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

Wednesday, 
April 8 

Thursday,  
April 9 

Friday,  
April 10 

Math Week 2 Day 1 
8.F..2 

Compare Functions 
Assignment:  

Edualstic 
 April 6 Wk 2 Day 1 

Haiku videos for 
instruction  

 Week 2 Day 2 
8.F.3 

Linear and NonLinear 
Functions 

Assignment: 
Edulastic  

April 7 Wk 2 Day 2 
Haiku videos for 

instruction 
 

 Week 2 Day 3 
8.F.4 

Rate of Change 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 8 Wk 2 Day 3 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 Week 2 Day 4 
8.F.5 

Analyze graphs 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 9 Wk 2 Day 4 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 Week 2 Day 5 
8F.2, 8.F.3, 8.F.4, 

8.F.5 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 10 Wk 2 Day 5 

Also work on  
I-Ready  to reach 

your 45 minutes for 
the week 

  

  Monday,  
April 13 

Tuesday,  
April 14 

Wednesday, 
April 15 

Thursday,  
April 16 

Friday,  
April 17 

Math Week 3 Day 1  
8.SP.3 

Trend Line 
Assignment: 

Edulastic 
April 13 Wk 3 Day 1 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

  

 Week 3 Day 2 
8.EE.6 

Slope (Rise,Run) 
Assignment: 

Edulastic  
April 14 Wk 3 Day 2 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 

 Week 3 Day 3 
8.EE.7 

Solutions of 
Equation 

Assignment: 
Edulastic 

April 15 Wk 3 Day 
3 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 Week 3 Day 4 
8.EE.8 

Systems 
Assignment: 

Edulastic  
April 16 Wk 3 Day 4 

Haiku videos for 
instruction 

 Week 3 Day 5 
8.SP.3, 8.EE.6, 
8.EE.7, 8 EE.8 

Assignment: 
Edulastic 

April 17 Wk 3 Day 5 
Also work on 

I-Ready to reach 
your 45 minutes for 

the week 
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Which sequence of transformations takes    to its image,    ?

  

Q1:

A re�ection over the  -axis and translation   units down

B re�ection over the  -axis and translation   units down

C translation     units down and  rotation about the origin

D translation  units right and  rotation about the origin
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On the coordinate plane below, rectangle   is transformed about the origin to form rectangle   .

  

 Which statement about the relationship between rectangle   and rectangle   is true?

Q2:

A They're congruent because it's a rotation

B They're congruent because it's a dilation

C They're not congruent because it's a rotation

D They're not congruent because it's a dilation
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In what sequence were the following parallelograms transformed?Q3:

A dilate with SF2, re�ect over x-axis, re�ect over y-axis, translate up

B dilate with SF2, translate left, translate down, re�ect over y-axis

C re�ect over y-axis, translate up, translate right, dilate with SF   

D translate down, re�ect over y-axis, re�ect over x-axis, dilate with SF   
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   by re�ection over a line.

 What is the equation of the line?

  

Q4:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Triangle  and triangle  are shown below. 

           

 Which sequence does not transform triangle  to triangle ?

Q5:

A a  clockwise rotation about the origin

B a  counterclockwise rotation about the origin

C a re�ection over the -axis and then a re�ection over the -axis

D a re�ection over the -axis and then a  clockwise rotation about the origin
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What sequence of transformations has occurred?  List them in the order they occurred.

 (The diagram may not be drawn to scale.)

Q6:

A Re�ect  over the y-axis, then dilate with a scale factor of   

B Re�ect over the y-axis, then dilate with a scale factor of 2

C Dilate with a scale factor of 2, then re�ect over the y-axis

D Dilate with a scale factor of   , then re�ect over the y-axis

 The two �gures are congruent.  Find the values of the unknown variables. 

  

      

       

      

Q7:
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Find the coordinates of the image of   after a re�ection over the x-axis.Q8:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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 Consider the following �gure in which the larger square is a dilation of the smaller square. 

  

   

  

 Find the scale factor used to generate the larger square.

Answer:    

Q9:

The point  is translated   units up. Find the coordinates of the resulting point,   ? Type your result

in the empty box provided below.        

  

                

Q10:
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What is the longest side of a right triangle? Q1:

A Right Angle

B Leg B

C Leg A

D Hypotenuse 

Which of the following statements are correct? 

Select all that apply. 

Q2:

A  

 

B  

 

C  

 

D  
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Tonya used side lengths , , and  to make di�erent triangles. When Tonya only changed the length of side ,

she noticed patterns with the side lengths used and the types of triangles formed. Which statement is true from

Tonya’s investigation?

Q3:

A If the length of side  is equal to , the triangle formed is a right triangle. 

B If the length of side  is equal to , the triangle formed is a right triangle. 

C If the length of side  is equal to , the triangle formed is a right triangle. 

D If the length of side  is equal to , the triangle formed is a right triangle. 

Q4:

A

B

C

D
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Which of the following correctly uses the Pythagorean Theorem to �nd the missing side  ?Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  

What is the area of the middle-sized square? 

Q6:

A 8  

B 64 

C 136  

D 8704  
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A triangle is formed with side lengths of 24 centimeters, 26 centimeters, and 10 centimeters.  Is the triangle a

right triangle?

Q7:

A The triangle is a right triangle because   .

B The triangle is a right triangle because   

C The triangle is not a right triangle because   

D The triangle is not a right triangle because   .

Do the following lengths form a right triangle? 

 45, 117, and 125

Q8:

A Yes

B No

What is another name for the sides of a right triangle? Q9:

A legs

B arms

C angle

D degree

Which of the following equations can be used to �nd the missing length of a right triangle that has a leg of 6.5 cm and

a hypotenuse of 9.8 cm. 

Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  

E  
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One end of a cable is attached to the top of a �agpole and the other end is attached  feet away from the base of
the pole. 

 If the height of the �agpole is  feet, �nd the length of the cable. 

  

 Round your answer to the nearest tenth.

Q1:

A  feet

B  feet

C    feet

D    feet
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An escalator runs from the �rst �oor of a shopping mall to the second �oor. 

 The length of the escalator is  feet and the distance between the �oors is  feet. 

Find the distance from the base of the escalator to the point on the �rst �oor directly below the top of
the escalator. 
 Round your answer to the nearest tenth if necessary.

Q2:

A  feet

B    feet

C    feet

D  feet

Cole found BC in   .  His work is shown below.  Identify the �rst step in which his work shows an error.

                                                                                            

Q3:

A Step 1:           9  + 15  = c2 2 2

B Step 2:           81 + 225 = c2

C Step 3:           306 = c2

D Step 4:              

E Step 5:              
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In the rectangle   below,    and   . Find  . 

  

         Figure not drawn to scale
Round your answer to the nearest hundredth.

Q4:

A     m

B  m

C  m

D  m

Find the hypotenuse  of the right triangle. 

 Round your answer to the nearest tenth.

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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 Consider the right triangle below: 

   

 What is the perimeter of the triangle? 

P erimeter          miles.

Q6:

A  -foot ladder is leaning on a tree. The bottom of the ladder is on the ground at a distance of  feet from the
base of the tree. The base of the tree and the ground form a right angle as shown.

                          

 Enter the distance, in feet, between the ground and top of the ladder. 

 

Q7:
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How far apart are the planes?Q8:

A 81 miles

B 1,600 miles

C 1,681 miles

D 41 miles

Molly wants to put a fence around an area. The fence will follow the diagram of the triangle shown below. 

                                                          

 About how much fencing does Molly need?

Q9:

A  ft

B  ft

C  ft

D  ft
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 The top of a tree broke and fell over. The remaining tree trunk is   feet tall. The tip of the tree rests on the ground 
 feet from the base of the trunk. A diagram of the tree is shown.

What is the length of the broken piece of the tree? Fill in the blank to correctly complete the sentence.

The length of the broken piece of the tree is    feet.

Q10:
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The foot of a ladder is placed   meters from a wall. If the top of the ladder rests   meters up on the wall, how

long is the ladder? 

  

    Figure not drawn to scale  

  

Note: Round your answer to the nearest hundredth. 

 Answer:      meters 

Q1:

Consider the graph shown below.  

  

  

 Find the distance between   and  .   

  

Answer:    units

Q2:
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The distance between points   and   is    units. 

  

Q3:

  Find the distance between   and   . 

  

   

Distance       units

Q4:
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Q5:

A 15 miles

B 20 miles

C 25 miles

D 35 miles
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The graph shows the locations of an eagle’s nest, a tree, and a pond. On the coordinate grid, each unit represents

a mile. 

 Which distance best represents the shortest distance from the pond to the tree? Round to the nearest tenth of a

mile.

Q6:

A  miles

B  miles

C  miles

D  miles
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Find the distance between  and . 

  

   

 Use the Pythagorean Theorem a² + b² = c²

  

 Distance     units

Q7:

The points show di�erent locations in Joe's town. Each unit represents 1 mile.

  

  Enter the shortest distance, in miles, between Joe's home and the park. Round your answer to the nearest tenth.

 

Q8:
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Find the distance between    

   

  Answer:     units

Q9:

Line segment is shown on the coordinate plane below.

          

 What is the approximate length of line segment ?

Q10:

A  units

B  units

C  units

D  units
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A sequence of transformations was applied to an equilateral triangle in a coordinate plane. The transformations

used were rotations, re�ections, and translations. Which statement about the resulting �gure is true?

Q1:

A
It must be an equilateral triangle, but the side lengths may di�er from the original triangle.

B
It must be an equilateral triangle with the same side lengths as the original triangle.

C
It may be an obtuse triangle with at least one side the same length as the original triangle.

D
It may be a scalene triangle, and all the side lengths may di�er from the original triangle.

The vertices of a triangle have coordinates

(2,3), (–1,0), and (–6,7). Is this a right triangle?

Q2:

A yes

B no
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Identify a sequence of transformations that will transform �gure C into �gure D.

Q3:

A re�ection across the x axis and then rotated 90 degrees counter-clockwise

B re�ection across the y- axis and then translated 2 units down. 

C rotated 270 degrees counter-clockwise

D translated 16 units left and two units down
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Find the length of the hypotenuse to the nearest tenth.

       units

Q4:

Which axis is point G(–x, y) re�ected over to get G'(–x, –y)?

Q5:

A y-axis

B x-axis
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How many degrees would you need to rotate a �gure for the image to coincide with the preimage?

Q6:

A 90 degrees

B 180 degrees

C 270 degrees

D 360 degrees

  

Carla plots coordinates to represent the corners of her garden: D(3.5, 2.5), E(–3, 4), and F(–1, –4). She decides to

quadruple the length of each side using the origin as the center for the enlargement of her garden. What is the

location of F’?

 (    ,        )

Q7:
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Find the length of the missing side of the triangle. Round your answers to the nearest tenth.

     cm

Q8:

  

Find the length of the missing side of each triangle.

     in

Q9:
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A school gym is rectangular with a length of 60 feet and a width of 30 feet. For warm-up, Beverly runs along the

diagonal of the gym from one corner to the other. Mark runs the length and width of the gym to the opposite

corner. How much farther did Mark run? Round to the nearest tenth.

     ft

Q10:

  

The diagram shows how a wood beam broke. How long was the beam originally?

     ft

Q11:
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A 38-foot ladder is leaning against a building. The bottom of the ladder is 7 feet from the base of the building.

To the nearest foot, how high does the ladder reach on the building?

     ft

Q12:
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The quadrilateral  is shown below. Find the image of quadrilateral   if it has a translation of 4 units

left and 2 units down and then is dilated by a scale factor of   .

         

Find the coordinates for the translated image A'.

   (            ,            )

Q13:

Find the distance between  and . 

  

   

 Use the Pythagorean Theorem a² + b² = c²

  

 Distance     units

Q14:
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Four members of the Johnsonville Middle School band transport the school �ag during the halftime show. The

�gure shown represents the four students, labeled A, B, C, D who roll a rectangular platform with the school �ag

on the football �eld. After each movement, the students return to the original location.

 The band director wants to examine di�erent �ag movements for the opening routine.

 After a short break, the students transformed rectangle ABCD into a congruent image with the vertices A' (20,

-10), B' (10, -10), C' (10, -5), and D' (20, -5). Which transformation description would produce rectangle A'B'C'D' ?

Q15:

A re�ect rectangle ABCD across the y-axis and then re�ect across the x-axis

B translate rectangle ABCD 20 yards down and 40 yards right

C re�ect rectangle ABCD across the x-axis and then translate 40 yards right

D rotate rectangle ABCD    counter-clockwise about the origin, then re�ect across the y-axis
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Limousine Company   and Company  both charge a rental fee plus an additional charge per hour.

    • The equation  models the total cost (in dollars), , of renting a limousine from Company  for

 hours.

    • The table below shows the cost to rent a limousine from Company  for di�erent lengths of time. 

                                 

Which statement accurately compares the per hour charges of the two companies?

Q1:

A Company    charges  less per hour than Company .

B Company  charges  more per hour than Company .

C Company  charges  less per hour than Company .

D Company  charges  more per hour than Company .

What is the slope of the line that passes through   and  ?Q2:

A 3

B -3  

C 2

D -2
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 Which equation gives the rule for this table?

       

       

       

       

Q3:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Some values of linear functions A and B are shown in the table and graph.

            

 Which of the following describes the   intercepts of the two functions?

Q4:

A The  intercept of Function A is equal to the   intercept of Function B.

B The  intercept of Function A is   unit less than the   intercept of Function B.

C The  intercept of Function A is   unit greater than the   intercept of Function B.

D The  intercept of Function A is   units greater than the  intercept of Function B.  
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Which functions are linear? Select all that apply.Q5:

A

B

C

D

The graph shows a proportional relationship between the amount of money in Jack's savings account and the

number of weeks Jack has been saving money.

  

 Select the statement that correctly re�ects what is shown on the graph.

Q6:

A The slope of the line is 6, so Jack's savings is $6 every week.

B The slope of the line is 6, so Jack's savings rate is $1 every six weeks.

C The slope of the line is  , so Jack's savings rate is $6 every week.

D The slope of the line is   , so Jack's savings rate is $1 every 6 weeks.
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 Jackson and Julie are babysitters.  The equation shows Jackson's hourly rate, and the table shows Julie's hourly

rate.

Jackson's Babysitting Rate:     

Julie's Babysitting Rate

 Hours of Babysitting, x  Total Pay, y

 3  45

 5  75

 7  105

Given this data, enter the di�erence (in dollars) between Jackson and Julie's hourly rate.

 

Q7:

Function A and Function B are linear functions. Function A is represented by the table of values.  Function B  is represented by the equation.

   

 Which statement about the properties of Function A  and Function B are true?

 Select each correct statement.

Q8:

A The  -intercept of Function A is equal to the  -intercept of Function B.

B The -intercept of Function A is less than the -intercept of Function B.

C The -intercept of Function A is greater than the -intercept of Function B.

D The rate of change of Function A is equal to the rate of change of Function B.

E The rate of change of Function A is less than the rate of change of Function B.

F The rate of change of Function A is greater than the rate of change of Function B.
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  The table shows the linear relationship of the water level in a take and time.

 Time (hr)  Water Level (ft)

 0  50

 2  40

 4  30

 6  20

Enter the rate of change of the water level, in feet per hour. 

 

Q9:

What is the slope of the line that passes through (3, 5) (7, 3) Q10:

A -2

B -1/2

C 2

D 1/2
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Which equation represents a linear function?Q1:

A  

B  

C  

D  

 Overnight, a pipe cracked and started to leak into a basement.  The graph shows the depth of the water in
relation to time. 

  

 How many inches does the water rise each hour?       inches.

 How deep is the water after four hours? The water is      inches deep.

 How long will it take for the water to reach a depth of 80 inches? It will take     hours.

Q2:
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The points   and   lie on a particular line. 
  
 What is its equation in slope-intercept form of this line? 
  

                   

Q3:

Which functions are not linear?
 Select three such functions.

Q4:

A  

B  

C  

D  

E  

F  

Write an equation of a line in slope-intercept form given the slope (m) and the y-intercept (b). 
Slope, m=  
y-intercept, b=  

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  

   Which choice best represents the slope-intercept form of a straight line?Q6:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Which table represents a linear function?Q7:

A

B

C

D
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Determine all of the statements about the equation below that are true.  Mark all that apply.

   

Q8:

A The equation is a function.

B The equation is NOT a function.

C The slope of the line is . 

D The slope of the line is . 

E The y-intercept is at . 

F The y-intercept is at . 

A line has a slope of   and passes through the point . 

Find the equation of the line.

Q9:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Determine all of the statements about the equation below that are true.  Mark all that apply.

    

Q10:

A The equation is NOT a function.

B The equation is a function.

C The slope of the line is . 

D The slope of the line is . 

E The y-intercept is . 

F The y-intercept is . 
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The table below shows the cost of di�erent numbers of gold�sh at a pet store.

             COST OF GOLDFISH

 Number of Gold�sh        Cost 

                 

        

       

       

  The cost is a linear function of the number of gold�sh. Which statement describes the rate of change of this

function?  

Q1:

A The cost increases  each time  gold�sh is added.

B The cost increases   each time  gold�sh is added.

C The cost increases  each time  gold�sh are added.

D The cost increases  each time  gold�sh are added.

The following table shows the total number of quizzes taken in a high school.

  

How many quizzes are taken per week?

Answer:     quizzes/week.

Q2:
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The following table shows ordered pairs for a linear function  . 

   

Which one of the following equations was used to generate this table? 

Q3:

A

B  

 

C  

 

D

This graph shows how the total distance Jack has walked depends on the number of trips he has made to school. 

  

                                    

 What is the rate of change?                         

             

  kilometers per trip

Q4:
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The following tables shows that the number of plants related to the seed packets purchased. 

  

   

  

 How many plants are grown with one seed packet?  

  

 Answer:       plants .   

Q5:

The following table shows ordered pairs for a linear function, . 

   

Which one of the following equations was used to generate this table? 

Q6:

A

B  

 

C  

 

D
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A bucket contains an amount of water before a water faucet is turned  on at time  .

 Water �ows into the bucket at a constant rate while  the faucet is on. 

 The graph below shows the amount of water, , in  the bucket each minute after the faucet is turned on. 

 Which of the  following functions represents the amount of water in the bucket, , in  terms of the number of

minutes,  , since the faucet was turned on?

  

Q7:

A  

B  

C  

D  

The slope of the line that passes through the points   is    Q8:
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Q9:

A After 10 years, the car is worth $0.

B The value of the car increases by $1,200 each year.

C The value of the car decreases by $1,200 each year.

D The value of the car when it was brand new was $16,000.

E The relationship can be modeled by the linear function   .
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Which table represents a non-linear function?Q10:

A x y 

 -1 3

 1 5 

 4 8 

 10 14 

B x y 

 0 0 

 4 12 

 6 18 

 9 27 

C x y 

 2 -3 

5 -9

 7 -13 

 11 -21 

D  x y 

 2 5

4 17 

 8 65 

 10 101 
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A bicycle club went on a six-hour ride. The graph below shows the relationship between the number of hours

spent on the trails and the number of miles traveled.

                  

    Which statement best interprets information provided by the graph?  

Q1:

A The club members rode at a constant speed for the entire ride.

B The club members stopped for a rest during their ride.

C The number of miles traveled increased continuously throughout the ride.

D The number of miles traveled increased some of the time and decreased some of the time.
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Mr. Jones �lled his swimming pool with water.

    • Mr. Jones began �lling the pool at a constant rate.

    • He turned o� the water for a while.

    • He then turned the water back on at a slower constant rate.

    • Mr. Jones turned o� the water again for a while.

    • He then turned the water back on at the �rst rate.

Which graph best represents Mr. Jones �lling the pool?

Q2:

A

B

C

D
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Larry started riding his bike at a rapid pace. He got tired and stopped to rest. When he started again, he was

going at a slower rate. Which graph best shows Larry’s trip? 

Q3:

A

B

C

D
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This graph shows the altitude of an airplane over time.  Which story matches the graph?

Q4:

A The aircraft rose quickly into the air at takeo�, and then it continued at a constant altitude.  

B The aircraft rose steadily over the entire �ight.

C The aircraft rose quickly to its maximum height, and then it immediately began going back down toward the ground.

D The aircraft rose quickly into the air at takeo�, and then it rose slowly for the rest of the �ight.  

Which section of the graph is decreasing?

Q5:

A Between A and B

B Between B and C

C Between C and D

D Between D and E
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Which graph shows a zero rate of change?Q6:

A

B

C

D

 Mason wants to host a housewarming party. The following equation represents how the cost of party depends

on the number of attendees. 

  

 The equation is  . 

  

 The variable   represents the number of attendees, and the variable   represents the cost in dollars. 

  

Find the number of attendees who could be invited if Mason budgets a total of   for his party. 

  

 Answer:    attendees.

Q7:
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Q8:

A The function is linear between   and   

B The function is linear between   and   .

C The function is decreasing between   and   .

D The function is increasing and linear between   and   .

E The function is decreasing and nonlinear between   and .

The equation shows how the amount of fuel used in a car depends on the distance it has traveled. 

       

 where    amount of fuel used in litres and     distance travelled by the car in kilometres. 

  If distance travelled by the car is    kilometres, �nd the amount of fuel it requires. 

 Answer:    litres.

Q9:
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Sonia opened a savings account and then added the same amount to the savings account every week. After  

 weeks, her savings account had a total of . After   weeks, her savings account had a total of   . Which

equation represents the amount of money   in dollars, in Sonia’s savings account after   weeks?

Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Jessie and Marvin buy digital books from di�erent book download services. With both services, the monthly

charge is a linear function of the number of books downloaded. The cost at Jessie’s service is described by  =

0.45  + 8 where  is the cost in dollars and  is the number of books downloaded. Which function has the

greater rate of change? What does that mean in this context?

Q1:

A Marvin's rate of change is less, he pays more per book. 

B Jessie's rate of change is greater, he pays more per book.

C Marvin's rate of change is greater, he pays more per book. 

D Marvin's rate of change is greater, he pays less per book. 
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Q2:

A The slope of Function A is greater than the slope of Function B. 

B The slope of Function A is less than the slope of Function B. 



3/25/2020 Week 2- Friday April 10- Celebration of Knowledge

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585156489550 3/10

Q3:

A The slope of Function A is greater than the slope of Function B. 

B The slope of Function A is less than the slope of Function B. 
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Q4:

A linear

B nonlinear

Q5:

A linear

B nonlinear
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Q6:

A linear

B nonlinear

  

Write your answer in y=mx+b form. 

     

Q7:

  

 y=    x +        

Q8:
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y=     x +        

Q9:

  

 $    per guest

Q10:
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y=     x +        

Q11:

Answer the following question. 

  

 

     

Q12:
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Q13:

A Graph A

B Graph B

Q14:

A Maya reaches the bottom of the slide at D. 

B Maya slides faster at the top of the slide than at the bottom. 

C Maya pauses at the top of the slide before sliding down. 

D Maya slows as she reaches the top of the ladder. 
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The graph shows Carl's activities on his way to the library and home again. Which statement corresponds to the

segment B?

Q15:

A Carl visits the libary.

B Carl leaves the pizzeria and walks to the library.

C Carl stops at the pizzeria for lunch.

D Carl begins walking from his home to the library. 
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Find the equation of the line of best for the scatter plot given below.

  

Q1:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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 Which statement about  the scatterplot is true?

Q2:

A There is no association between x and y.

B There is a positive, linear association between x and y.

C There is a negative, linear association between x and y.

D There is a nonlinear association between x and y.
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Find the equation of the line of best �t for the scatter plot representing bivariate data.Q3:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Which line from L, M and N is the line of best �t for this scatter plot?

  

Q4:

A Line M

B Line N

C Line L



3/25/2020 April 13 Wk 3 Day 1

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585156839170 4/10

A graph is drawn by John who is as student.

 Describe the association of the graph he has made. 
 Select all that apply. 

Q5:

A Positive

B Negative

C Linear

D Curvilinear
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Identify the outliers in the scatter plot given below.

 

  Select two 

Q6:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Q7:

A I only

B  II only

C III only

D I and III only

E I, II, and III
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The scatter plot below shows the average points scored per game by players of di�erent ages in an adult
basketball league. 

  

Which statement best describes the association between a player's age, in years, and the average points scored
per game? 

Q8:

A There is no association.

B There is a nonlinear association.

C There is a positive linear association and one outlier.

D There is a negative linear association and one outlier.
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The graph below show the test grades of the students in Dexter's class. The �rst graph shows the relationship
between test grades and the amount of time the students spent studying, and the second graph shows the
relationship between test grades and shoe size. 
Choose the best description of the relationship between the graphs. 

 

Q9:

A There is a negative linear relationship between study time and score and a positive linear relationship between shoe
size and score.

B There is a nonlinear relationship between study time ans score, and a negative linear relationship between shoe size
and score.

C There is a positive linear relationship between study time and score, and no relationship between shoe size and score.

D Both graphs show positive linear trends of approximately equal strength.  
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The table represents a company’s digital music revenue for six years. 

Amy correctly made a scatter plot of the data in the table. Which statement is true based on her scatter plot? 

Q10:

A There is at least one outlier.

B There is a nonlinear association.

C There is a positive linear association.

D There is a negative linear association.
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Which equation represents the line shown on the coordinate grid below?Q1:

A  

B  

C  

D  

The slope of the line that passes through the point    and   is    .  Q2:
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Which choice is a correct equation for the line graphed below?

         

Q3:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Find the slope and -intercept from the following graph of a linear equation.
        

                              

 

Q4:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Find the slope of the line  .  
  

       

Q5:

 Find the slope of the line that passes through the following points. 

        

          

         

         

  Slope =       

Q6:
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Use the graph below to decide which of the following equations are true. Q7:

A

B

C

D

 Find the slope and the y-intercept of the line passing through the point (10,8) and is parallel to the line 
   

  

 Slope =   

 y-intercept =     

Q8:
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Look at the graph shown below.

  

 Find the slope.

Q9:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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A town’s buildings were graphed on a coordinate grid.

      

 Which equation would represent a line drawn to connect the Town Hall and Post O�ce? 

Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Solve for  .  

      

       

Q1:

How many solutions does the equation  have?Q2:

A 0   

B 1

C 2

D In�nite 

 Solve for   : 

       

        

Q3:

Solve for  . 

  

   

  

     

Q4:
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Solve for  and choose the correct answer.

      

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Solve for  . 

  

      

  

       

Q6:

Simone and Nang read a total of  books over the summer.

 Simone read  more books than Nang. 

 Enter the number of books Nang read.

 

Q7:

Sally is solving the linear equation  Her �nal two steps are:

 

Select statement that correctly interprets Sally's solution.

Q8:

A The solution is 

B The solution is the ordered pair . 

C There is no solution since  is a false statement.

D There are in�nitely many solutions since  is a false statement.
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Find the value of  when  in the following equation.

   

Q9:

A  

B  

C  

D  

Find the value of   when  in the expression   Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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The population growth of two towns over a period of �ve years is represented by the system of equations below,
both algebraically and graphically.

                 
                   

Which ordered pair is the solution to the system of equations? 

Q1:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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How many solutions does the system of linear equations represented in the graph below have?

 

Q2:

A No Solution
 

B One Solution
 

C In�nitely many solution
 

D None of the above
 

You are solving a system of two linear equations in two variables, and you discover that there is exactly one
solution to the system.

Which of the following graphs could describe the system of equations?

Q3:

A Pink 

B Green 

C Blue 

D Purple 
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The equation of line s is  .  The equation of line t is  .  The equations of line s and t form a

system of equations.  The solution to the system of equations is located at point P.  Which graph correctly shows
line s, line t, and point P?

Q4:

A A

B B

C C

D D

Find the solution to the system of equations given below.

   

Q5:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Find the solution for the following equations:

 

Q6:

A   

B

C

D

Solve the system of equations using the elimination method.

  

Q7:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Q8:

A  

B  

C  

D  



3/25/2020 April 16 Wk 3 Day 4

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585157025004 6/7

Explain what the graph of in�nitely many solutions (for a system of equations) looks like.Q9:

A The lines intersect.

B The lines intersect one time.

C The lines are the same.

D The lines are parallel.

The graph of a system of equations is shown below. 

           

What system of equations represents the graph? 

Q10:

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Eileen plans to visit an amusement park. She expects to pay for admission and purchase tickets to go on the

rides. Eileen wants to �nd the total cost for a day at the amusement park. She wrote the equation t=3.25x +19 to

predict t, the total cost for a day at the amusement park. What could the number 19 represent in Eileen's

equation?

Q1:

A the cost of each ticket

B the number of tickets

C the number of rides

D the cost of admission
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 about    visitors 

Q2:
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y=     x +        

Q3:

  Find the slope of the line that passes through (5, 10) and (10, 2).

     

Q4:



3/25/2020 Week 3 Day 5- Friday April 17- Celebration of Knowledge

https://app.edulastic.com/secure/as/printPreview?t=1585157136819 4/9

  

   y=   x 

Q5:
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1  

  y=   x +        

Q6:

What, if any, are the solutions to the equation 2( −3)=2 −6?

Q7:

A no solution

B one solution 

C in�nitely many solutions
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     hours

Q8:

Q9:

A one solutions

B in�nitely many solutions

C no solution

Q10:

A yes 

B no

  

(     ,       )

Q11:
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 (    ,       )

Q12:

Q13:

A no

B yes

  

Use these equations. c=71h + 56 and c=68h+65

If the show lasted  for   hours, the cost would always be    $  

 .

Q14:
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  (   ,       )

Q15:



Dear   Parents   &   Students:  
 
Due   to   the   recent   events   with   school   closings,   the   information   provided   in   this   letter   will   help  
with   any   questions   you   or   your   child   might   have   regarding   various   assignments.  
 
Please   bear   in   mind   that    these   assignments   will   not   be   graded,   nor   will   they   count   against  
your   child   in   any   way .   This   is   merely   a   way   for   your   child   to   review   different   skills   that   he   or  
she   may   need   extra   help   with.   
 
You   will   receive   the   most   updated   information   regarding   assigned   work   and   important   dates   via  
SchoolStatus.   We   will   provide   assignments,   notes,   instructional   videos,   etc.   via   Google  
Classroom.   
 
Starting   Tuesday,   March   30th   your   student’s   teacher   will   be   available   the   following   office   hours  
to   answer   any   questions.   
 

● 8:00am   -   3:00pm  
 
During   this   time   teachers    will   also   be   available   to   parents   via   School   Status,   Google  
Classroom,   and   or   email   for    parents   and/or   students   who   are   struggling   with   the   current  
assignments   or   who   have   general   questions   regarding   the   work.   Following   are   the   8th   grade  
ELA   teachers’   email   addresses.  
 

● Mr.   Warren    mdwarren@tupeloschools.com  
● Mr.   Prentiss    etprentiss@tupeloschools.com  
● Mrs.   Scott     krscott@tupeloschools.com  
● Ms.   Wise    lnwise@tupeloschools.com  
● Mrs.   Oatis     fnoatis@tupeloschools.com  
● Ms.   Williams    dtwilliams@tupeloschools.com  
● Mrs.   Clark    mwclark@tupeloschools.com  

 
 

Again,   please   feel   free   to   email   your   student’s   teacher   or   contact   them   through   SchoolStatus.  
Thank   you,   in   advance,   for   your   support   and   patience   during   this   trying   time.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
8th   Grade   ELA  
Tupelo   Middle   School  
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Animal   Farm   -   
 
Please   work   through   1   lesson   per   day.  
 
Lesson   1   -   

OBJECTIVE  
Define   the   literary   genres   of   satire   and   allegory,   and   explain   their   purposes.  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Satire   Article  
● Allegory   Article   

Satire   -  
I.   What   is   Satire?  
The   formal   definition   of    satire    is   “the   use   of   humor,   irony,   exaggeration,   or   ridicule   to   expose  
and   criticize   people’s   stupidity   or   vices.”   It’s   an   extremely   broad   category.   The   “or”   in   the  
definition   is   key   –   most   satires   are   humorous,   ironic,   and   exaggerated,   but   they   only   have   to   be  
one   of   these   things   to   count   as   satire.  
There   are   two   important   things   to   remember   about   satire:  

1. It   makes   fun   of   a   person,   idea,   or   institution  
2. Its   purpose   is   not   just   to   entertain,   but   also   to   inform   or   make   people   think.   

 

II.   Examples   of   Satire  
Example   1  
The   famous   comic   strip   Calvin   &   Hobbes   was   renowned   for   its   satire.   The   comic   takes   on  
everything   from   politics   and   science   to   parenting.   Calvin   himself   satirizes   selfish,   lazy,  
media-saturated   Americans,   while   his   father   satirizes   the   opposite   extreme.  
Example   2  
Most   political   cartoons   are   satirical   –   they   use   humor,   irony,   or   exaggeration   to   make   a   point  
about   politics.   For   example,   one   particularly   famous   cartoon   from   2013   shows   a   homeless   man  
using   newspapers   as   a   blanket;   the   headlines   on   those   papers   all   say   things   like   “Wall   Street  
Soars”   and   “Corporate   Profits   Booming.”   The   ironic   juxtaposition   in   the   image   calls   attention   to  
the   gaps   between   a   successful   stock   market   and   the   lingering   poverty   and   joblessness  
experienced   by   many   Americans   today.  



 

III.   Types   of   Satire  
Juvenalian  
This   is   the   strongest   type   of   satire   as   it   attacks   a   single   target   in   a   vicious   way.   The   most  
common   form   of   this   satire   is   political   satire,   which   attacks   politicians   and   pundits.  
Menippean  
This   type   of   satire   is   similar   in   harshness   to   Juvenalian,   but   it   attacks   a   more   general   target.   An  
example   is   religious   satire,   which   attacks   sacred   figures   or   religious   beliefs.  
Horatian  
This   type   of   satire   makes   fun   of   things   in   a   soft   or   even   loving   manner.   It’s   usually   a   form   of  
parody   that   is   intended   to   make   people   think.  

 

IV.   The   Importance   of   Satire  
Satire   has   been   called   the   oldest   form   of   social   commentary.   For   many   people,   the   injustices  
and   problems   in   their   society   are   too   big   to   confront   directly   –   it’s   hard   to   know   where   we   would  
even   start!   So,   one   approach   has   always   been   to   start   with   comedy.   By   laughing   at   something,  
we   can   acknowledge   its   reality   while   denying   it   power   over   our   emotions.  
Satire   also   gets   people   to   pay   attention   to   social   issues   when   they   might   otherwise   ignore   them.  
People   may   pick   up   a   satirical   book   or   watch   a   satirical   movie   hoping   to   be   entertained,   but   end  
up   thinking   about   issues   and   perspectives   they   never   thought   of   before.   Satirists   hold   a   mirror   to  
the   flaws   of   society,   helping   people   think   critically   about   things   they   might   otherwise   just   take   for  
granted.  

 

V.   Examples   of   Satire   in   Literature  
Example   1  
The   Greek   playwright   Aristophanes   was   one   of   the   first   satirists   that   we   know   of.   In   his   plays,   he  
made   fun   of   religious   figures,   politicians,   and   philosophers,   all   with   humor   and   irony.   His   play  
The   Clouds,   which   made   fun   of   the   revered   philosopher   Socrates,   was   taken   so   overly   seriously  
by   the   authorities   in   Athens   that   it   may   have   contributed   to   their   decision   to   execute   Socrates  
(something   Aristophanes   almost   certainly   never   intended).  
Example   2  
The   Devil’s   Dictionary   by   Ambrose   Bierce   is   a   scathing   collection   of   satirical   definitions.   Many  
tackle   ideas   that   society   holds   to   be   important,   such   as   prayer,   marriage,   and   friendship;   all   are  
portrayed   in   a   darkly   humorous   light.   A   few   notable   examples   include:  
Love,   noun.   A   temporary   insanity   curable   by   marriage.  



and  
Patience,   noun.   A   minor   form   of   despair,   disguised   as   a   virtue.  
 
Example   3  
George   Orwell’s   Animal   Farm   is   a   dark   satire   of   Soviet   Communism   and   the   Russian  
Revolution.   While   the   book   is   not   meant   to   be   particularly   humorous,   its   plot   definitely   ridicules  
the   way   that   the   Soviet   government   perverted   the   original   principles   of   Communism.   For  
example,   the   animals   begin   with   the   basic   belief   that   “All   animals   are   equal.”   But   by   the   end   of  
the   book,   they   have   changed   it   to   “All   animals   are   equal…but   some   animals   are   more   equal  
than   others.”  

 

VI.   Examples   of   Satire   in   Pop   Culture  
Example   1  
The   Warhammer   games   were   originally   meant   to   be   satirical   –   they   were   poking   fun   at   tabletop  
fantasy   war   games.   But   many   fans   either   ignored   the   satire   or   didn’t   notice   it   at   all.   Today,   the  
games   are   typically   played   “straight”   as   if   they   were   not   satire   at   all.  
 
Example   2  
Psy’s   popular   song   “Gangnam   Style”   (the   most   popular   video   on   YouTube   in   2015)   is   an  
over-the-top   satire   of   high-class   Korean   lifestyles.   Those   who   don’t   speak   Korean   might   have   a  
hard   time   understanding   the   satire   from   the   lyrics,   but   the   video   speaks   for   itself   –   Psy’s   absurd  
dances,   his   antics,   and   the   whole   concept   of   being   “tough”   while   living   in   the   posh   Seoul  
neighborhood   of   Gangnam   all   make   fun   of   Korean   popular   culture   and   the   behavior   of   rich  
people   in   that   country.  
 
Example   3  
The   Truman   Show   makes   fun   of   reality   television   and   the   excessive   invasions   of   privacy   that   it  
is   often   based   on.   Ironically,   though,   the   movie   was   the   inspiration   for   the   show   Big   Brother,  
which   was   wildly   successful   and   sparked   a   new   birth   of   reality   TV.  
  

VII.   Related   Terms  
Irony  
The   concept   of   satire   is   very   close   to   that   of   verbal   irony,   or   saying   the   opposite   of   what   you  
mean.   It’s   extremely   common   for   satirists   to   use   verbal   irony   or   sarcasm   to   make   their   point.   For  
example,   Stephen   Colbert   of    The   Colbert   Report    often   pretends   to   be   defending   politicians   that  
he   actually   disagrees   with.   He   mimics   their   arguments   and   tone   of   voice   to   show   how   ridiculous  



they   are.   Although   irony   is   often   a   part   of   satire,   however,   it   is   not   a   necessity   –   think   of   John  
Oliver,   whose   fake   news   program    Last   Week   Tonight    is   similar   in   many   ways   to   Colbert’s.   Oliver  
is   also   performing   political   satire,   but   he   uses   dry   humor   rather   than   verbal   irony.  
 
Parody/Spoof  
Parody   (also   called   “spoof”)   is   imitating   someone   or   something   in   order   to   make   fun   of   them.   For  
example,   when   Weird   Al   Yankovic   makes   fun   of   a   popular   song,   he   mimics   its   musical   style   and  
writes   lyrics   very   similar   to   those   in   the   original   song.   It’s   very   close   to   satire,   but   it’s   missing   one  
of   the   key   elements.   Whereas   satire   is   intended   to   make   people   think,   parody   is   intended   just   to  
entertain   or   make   people   laugh.   The   precise   line   between   parody   and   satire   is   somewhat  
subjective,   and   some   people   might   argue   that   Weird   Al   is,   in   fact,   doing   satire   rather   than  
parody   –   whether   or   not   this   is   true   depends   on   whether   you   think   he’s   making   a   point   or   just  
being   silly.  
When   someone   (like   a   stand-up   comedian)   spoofs   a   particular   person,   it’s   called   impersonation.  
This   is   one   of   the   most   common   tools   of   satire,   but   like   other   forms   of   parody   it   has   to   make   a  
broader   point   in   order   to   be   considered   satire.  

 

Allegory  

I.   What   is   an   Allegory?  
An   allegory   (AL-eh-goh-ree)   is   a   story   within   a   story.   It   has   a   “surface   story”   and   another   story  
hidden   underneath.   For   example,   the   surface   story   might   be   about   two   neighbors   throwing   rocks   at  
each   other’s   homes,   but   the   hidden   story   would   be   about   war   between   countries.   Some   allegories  
are   very   subtle,   while   others   (like   the   rock-throwing   example)   can   be   more   obvious.  

In   most   allegories,   the   hidden   story   has   something   to   do   with   politics,   religion,   or   morality   —  
complex   subjects   that   are   difficult   to   understand   directly.   Many   authors   find   it   easier   to   think  
through   these   issues   by   translating   them   into   allegories,   which   are   easier   to   understand   (and   more  
fun   to   read)   than   dense   philosophical   arguments.  

  

II.Examples   of   Allegory  
Example   1  

George   Orwell’s    Animal   Farm    is   one   of   literature’s   most   famous   allegories.   The   surface   story   is  
about   a   group   of   farm   animals   who   rise   up,   kick   out   the   humans,   and   try   to   run   the   farm  
themselves.   The   hidden   story,   however,   is   about   the   Russian   Revolution,   and   each   of   the  
characters   represents   some   figure   from   that   revolution.   The   pigs   represent   Communist   leaders   like  



Stalin,   Lenin,   and   Trotsky,   the   dogs   represent   the   KGB,   the   humans   represent   capitalists,   the  
horses   represent   the   working   class,   etc.  

Example   2  

Seuss   wrote    The   Sneetches    as   an   allegory   for   racism   and   other   forms   of   prejudice.   The   story   is   all  
about   creatures   who   are   treated   as   inferior   because   they   don’t   have   stars   on   their   bellies.   Like   all  
Dr.   Seuss   stories,   it’s   written   in   a   child-friendly,   playful   style,   but   it   still   contains   an   important  
political   message.  

  

III.   The   Importance   of   Allegory  
Allegories   deliver   difficult   messages   in   easy-to-read   stories.   That   makes   them   extremely   useful  
and   expressive   tools.   So   for   centuries,   human   beings   have   used   allegories   to   say   things   they  
couldn’t   say   any   other   way.   Some   scholars   believe   that   myths   and   religious   stories   originated   as  
allegories   for   the   deep   secrets   of   the   universe   and   the   human   mind   —   secrets   that   humans   cannot  
comprehend   without   the   help   of   an   allegorical   story.   On   this   interpretation,   the   allegory   is   the  
oldest   form   of   story   in   the   world.  

People   often   use   allegories   in   order   to   understand   the   world   around   them   —   whether   it’s   the   world  
of   politics,   new   technology,   or   the   many   ethical   problems   that   challenge   us   today.  

  

IV.   Examples   of   Allegory   in   Literature  
Example   1  

Frank   Herbert’s   science   fiction   epic    Dune    is   often   interpreted   as   a   loose   allegory   for   the   history   of  
the   Middle   East.   There   are   many   obvious   references   to   Islamic   history   throughout   the   book   (for  
example,   the   prophesied   savior   is   called   Mahdi,   the   same   term   used   for   the   messiah   in   Islam).   In  
addition,   there’s   the   valuable   Spice,   which   may   represent   oil   buried   under   the   desert   sands.   There  
are   also   the   Fremen,   desert-dwelling   warriors   who   may   represent   the   Bedouin.  

Example   2  

Ursula   le   Guin   has   a   short   story   called   “The   Ones   Who   Walk   Away   from   Omelas.”   On   the   surface,  
it’s   a   description   of   a   magical   city   that   hides   a   terrifying   secret.   But   its   hidden   story   is   a   sharp  
critique   of   utilitarian   philosophy,   or   the   idea   that   what’s   right   is   whatever   makes   people   happy.   Le  
Guin   challenges   this   idea   by   describing   a   city   in   which   nearly   everyone   is   happy,   but   still   things  
don’t   seem   to   be   morally   right…  

  

 



 

V.   Examples   of   Allegory   in   Pop   Culture  
Example   1  

Since   J.R.R.   Tolkien   fought   in   World   War   I,   some   people   interpret    Lord   of   the   Rings    as   an   allegory  
for   the   events   of   that   war.   The   hobbits   represent   the   English,   while   the   orcs   and   their   “eastern  
allies”   represent   the   Germans   and   the   Central   Powers.   The   hobbits   go   off   to   fight   a   terrible   battle,  
but   must   resist   becoming   their   own   worst   enemy   in   the   process.   To   see   this,   all   you   have   to   do   is  
take   a   map   of   Middle   Earth   and   lay   it   over   a   map   of   Europe   in   1914.   You’ll   see   where   the   “good  
guys”   and   “bad   guys”   come   from.   Tolkien   himself   says   that   his   book   was   not   intended   to   be   an  
allegory.   However,   the   parallels   are   still   very   clear,   and   some   people   argue   that   it’s   a   kind   of  
“accidental   allegory”   for   the   war.   On   the   other   hand,   it   might   just   be   a   case   of   people   reading   too  
much   into   the   story!  

Example   2  

Neil   Gaiman   is   a   master   of   complex   allegory,   as   shown   by   his    Sandman    comics.   These   books   are  
designed   to   be   an   elaborate   allegory   for   all   human   stories   —   “a   story   about   stories,”   as   Gaiman  
puts   it.   At   various   points   in   the   series,   we   see   allegorical   representations   of   various   religions,  
historical   figures,   philosophical   ideas,   and   even   pop-culture   icons.   In   the   first   book,   a   magician  
attempts   to   gain   immortality   by   capturing   Death   in   a   magical   cage   –   but   he   accidentally   captures  
Death’s   brother,   Dream.   Dream   comes   from   a   mystical   realm   in   which   legends   and   myths   are   real,  
and   after   his   capture   he   struggles   to   get   back   to   that   realm   before   it   falls   into   chaos.   This   is   a  
complex   allegory   for   the   relationship   between   death,   dreaming,   and   human   mythology.  

VI.   Related   Terms  
Symbolism  

Allegories   are   always   rich   in   symbolism.   That   is,   nearly   everything   in   them   stands   for   something  
else:   each   character   can   represent   a   historical   figure,   a   philosophical   idea,   or   an   aspect   of   human  
psychology,   etc.   Most   stories   have   this   kind   of   symbolism   here   and   there,   but   it   is   extremely   used  
in   allegories.  

Parable  

A   parable   is   a   story   with   a   moral   meaning,   for   example   “The   Boy   Who   Cried   Wolf”   (about   lying)   or  
the   story   of   the   Good   Samaritan   (about   generosity).   Both   allegories   and   parables   contain  
messages,   but   allegories   express   them   through   symbolism,   while   parables   illustrate   the  
messages.   In   other   words,   the   characters   and   situations   in   an   allegory   each   symbolize   some  
specific   aspect   of   the   moral   story.   In   a   parable,   there   isn’t   so   much   symbolism;   the   story   as   a  
whole   expresses   an   overall   moral   point.   It’s   a   tricky   distinction.  

 



 
Text   Dependent   Questions   

● What   is   allegory,   and   what   is   its   intended   purpose?   Explain   in   your   own   words.  

● What   is   satire,   and   what   is   its   intended   purpose?   Explain   in   your   own   words.  

● Discussion:    Why   do   you   think   that   satirists   use   humor   to   call   attention   to   social   issues?  
Why   would   someone   want   to   laugh   at   a   serious   issue?  

 

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Reading   Standards   for   Informational   Text  

● RI.8.1     —    Cite   the   textual   evidence   that   most   strongly   supports   an   analysis   of   what   the   text  
says   explicitly   as   well   as   inferences   drawn   from   the   text.   

  



 
 
Lesson   2   -   Distance   Learning  

OBJECTIVE  
Build   background   knowledge   pertinent   to   the   text   we   will   be   reading.  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

The   Russian   Revolution   -   Mike   Kubic  

TARGET   TASK   
Read   the   following   article   and   answer   the   text   dependent   questions   at   the   end.   Each   question  
should   be   answered   using   5-7   well-written   sentences.    Be   sure   to   cite   evidence   from   the   text  
in   your   answer.  
 

THE   RUSSIAN   REVOLUTION  
by   Mike   Kubic   
2016  
 

Mike   Kubic   is   a   former   correspondent   of    Newsweek    magazine.   In   1917,   the   nation   of   Russia   erupted   in  
a   fervor   of   revolution.   This   was   not   the   first   revolution   it   had   seen   in   the   20th   century,   nor   would   it   be  
the   last,   but   it   certainly   proved   to   be   the   most   transforming.   The   Russian   ruling   class   was   overthrown  
and   replaced   with   a   Communist   state   led   by   revolutionary   Vladimir   Lenin.    As   you   read,   take   notes   on  
the   various   causes   of   the   1917   Russian   Revolution   and   how   they   collectively   contributed   to   the  
overthrowing   of   the   former   Russian   government.  

 



"The   Bolshevik"    by   Boris   Kustodiev   --   The   Russian   Avant-garde   Gallery   is   in   the   public   domain.  

“Revolution”   is   a   term   that’s   often   misused   to   lend   the   appearance   of   popular   support   to   the   simple  
overthrow   of   a   government—an   episode   that   can   be   very   short   and   have   the   support   of   no   one  
except   a   would-be   strongman   and   a   line   of   tanks   outside   the   presidential   palace.  

This   was   emphatically   not   the   case   with   the   nation-wide   Russian   revolution   that   in   1917   swept   away  
the   country’s   304   year-old   Romanov   monarchy, 1    and   ushered   in   a   Communist 2    regime   with  
shattering   consequences   for   the   whole   world.  

The   path   to   the   triumphant   “Red   October” 3    was   more   than   a   quarter   century   long   and   so   complex  
that   it’s   easy   to   lose   track   of   before   reaching   the   climax.  

What   follows   is   an   attempt   to   make   the   story   more   lucid 4    by   putting   together   the   revolt’s   anatomy. 5  
Here   are   the   main   events   that   a   century   ago   preceded 6    one   of   the   most   dramatic   and   consequential  
upheavals   in   European   history:  

THE   GREAT   FAMINE   OF   1891   

[5]  

In   2014   Orlando   Figes,   a   leading   British   historian,   published    Revolutionary   Russia ,   a   book   that  
attributes   the   start   of   the   collapse   of   the   Russian   monarchy   to   a   brutally   severe   weather   in   1890-91.  

In   southeast   Russia,   he   wrote,   “the   seeds   planted   the   previous   autumn   had   barely   time   to  
germinate 7    before   the   frosts   arrived.   There   had   been   little   snow   to   protect   the   young   plants   during  
the   severe   winter.   Spring   brought   with   it   dusty   winds   that   blew   away   the   topsoil…   There   was   no   rain  
for   100   days.   Wells   and   ponds   dried   up…   forests   turned   brown,   and   cattle   died   by   the   roadside.”  

In   an   area   twice   as   large   as   France,   36   million   Russians   were   starving.   They   lived   on   bread   made  
with   rye   husks   and   bark   of   trees,   and   weakened   by   their   diet,   half   a   million   of   them   died   of   typhus 8  
and   cholera. 9  

The   czarist   government’s   first   response   was   to   warn   the   newspapers   against   describing   the  
catastrophe   as   “famine.”   The   eventual   food   deliveries   were   so   slow   and   clumsy   that   millions   of  
peasants   lost   their   faith   in   their   unwritten   bargain   with   the   monarchy:   The   czars 10    provided   for   their  
subjects’   most   urgent   needs,   and   the   subjects   gave   them   their   blind   loyalty. 11  

It   was   this   crisis,   Figes   wrote,   that   “set   [the   Russian   people]   for   the   first   time   on   a   collision   course  
with   the   [Romanov]   autocracy.” 12  

DISDAINED   CZAR  
[10]  

In   1894,   Czar   Alexander   III   died   of   heart   attack   and   was   succeeded   by   his   26   year-old   son,   Nicholas  
II,   who   proved   to   be   totally   incapable   of   ruling   a   continent-sized   empire   with   126   million   people.   Roy  
Medvedev,   a   Russian   historian,   is   one   of   several   authors   scathingly 13    critical   of   the   new   czar.   In   his  
book    The   October   Revolution ,   he   described   him   as    he   described   him   as   “lazy,   sluggish,   unintelligent,  
distraught,   and   lacking   in   character   and   audacity.”     14  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kustodiev_The_Bolshevik.jpg


Nicholas   tried   to   hide   his   weakness   by   keeping   aloof 15    of   his   subjects   and   by   being   unflinchingly 16  
stern   and   autocratic.   As   if   that   did   not   make   him   unpopular   enough,   he   married   Alexandra,   a  
domineering   German   princess   who   fell   under   the   influence   of   a   devious   and   dissolute 17    monk   called  
Grigori   Rasputin. 18  

Absurd   as   it   sounds,   Rasputin   became   the   imperial 19    couple’s   most   influential   adviser   on   how   to   rule  
Russia,   and   even   when   to   go   to   war.   The   monk,   who   was   murdered   in   December   1916   by   a   group   of  
nobles,   was   in   Medvedev’s   judgment   “a   manifestation   of   the   moral   decay,   mental   degradation, 20    and  
impotence” 21    of   Nicholas   and   his   court.  

CHANGING   RUSSIA  

Ironically,   the   arch-conservative, 22    inflexible   Nicholas   presided   over   more   than   two   decades   of  
remarkable   progress:   increased   social   mobility, 23    literacy   and   higher   education   in   Russia.  

Between   1860   and   1914,   tens   of   thousands   of   freed   Russian   serfs 24    fled   their   poverty   by   migrating  
to   Russian   cities.   Many   of   them   became   merchants   and   tradesmen,   sent   their   children   to   school,  
and   the   results   were   startling:  

The   number   of   Russian   university   students—almost   half   of   them   women—had   increased   from  
5,000   to   69,000;  

The   number   of   daily   newspapers   soared   from   13   to   856;  

The   number   of   public   institutions—such   as   schools,   public   libraries,   workers’   unions   and  
cooperatives—rose   from   250   to   over   16,000;  

And   by   1914,   literacy   in   Russia   rose   to   40   percent   from   21   percent   in   1897.  

[15]  
According   to   Figes,   it   was   during   these   years   that   Russian   “intelligentsia”   (writers,   engineers   and  
other   educated   people)   for   the   first   time   in   the   country’s   history,   “formed   professional   bodies   and  
began   to   demand   more   influence   over   public   policies,”   a   prerogative 25    that   used   to   belong  
exclusively   to   the   czars.  

THE   MARXIST   DOCTRINE  

Some   of   these   political   leaders   and   opinion   makers   embraced   an   illusory 26    scheme   set   forth   in    The  
Communist   Manifesto ,   an   1848   pamphlet   by   German   philosopher   Karl   Marx.   It   called   for   a   global  
“class   struggle”   between   the   poor   and   the   wealthy,   and   as   interpreted   by   Russian   radicals, 27    the  
establishment   of   the   “dictatorship   of   a   proletariat.” 28  

This   rule   by   ordinary   workers,   peasants,   and   soldiers   was   to   become   the   first   stage   of   a   process   that  
would   culminate   in   a   nirvana 29 —a   stateless   world   where   “each   person   would   work   according   to   his  
ability   and   receive   according   to   his   needs.”  



In   1903,   eight   Russian   proponents   of   this   piece   of   fantasy,   led   by   a   brilliant   and   ruthless  
revolutionary   named   Vladimir   Lenin, 30    founded   a   socialist   party   in   Minsk 31    that   became   known   as   the  
“Bolsheviks.”  

NICHOLAS   II’S   BLUNDERS  

Liberal 32    members   of   Russian   nobility   responded   to   the   dramatically   radicalizing   political   atmosphere  
by   repeatedly   appealing   to   Nicholas   to   authorize   some   reforms   and   the   formation   of   the    Duma ,   an  
elected   parliament.   His   answer,   time   and   again,   was   a   flat   “Nyet—No!”  

[20]  
Totally   convinced   that   his   authority   came   directly   from   God,   Nicholas   continued   to   lose   the   much  
needed   support   of   the   traditionally   czarist   allies:   the   peasants,   who   hated   his   oppression;   the  
moderate 33    elites,   who   resented   his   rejection   of   the   parliament;   and   even   of   some   of   his   generals,  
who   were   critical   of   his   blundering   into   wars   that   revealed   Russia’s   weakness.  

Thus   in   1900,   Nicholas   quarreled 34    with   Japan   over   the   control   of   Manchuria, 35    a   Chinese   province,  
whereupon   Japan   sank   one   of   the   imperial   fleets   and   routed   the   Russian   army. 36    The   ink   on   the  
embarrassing   peace   treaty   of   1905—negotiated   by   U.S.   President   Theodore   Roosevelt—was   still  
wet   when   Nicholas’   guards   fired   on   a   peaceful   procession 37    in   Petersburg   pleading   for   a   few   modest  
reforms.  

The   “Black   Sunday”   massacre, 38    as   it   came   to   be   known,   triggered   a   nation-wide   uprising;   confirmed  
the   czar’s   reputation   as   “Bloody   Nicholas”;   and   made   him   authorize   the   founding   of   the    Duma    –   but  
he   refused   to   give   it   any   real   authority.  

In   1914,   Nicholas   ordered   the   army   to   enter   the   First   World   War   as   an   ally   of   Great   Britain   and  
France,   but   his   poorly   equipped   and   demoralized 39    troops   suffered   defeat   after   defeat. 40  

The   czar’s   final   blunder   was   to   take   personal   command   of   the   soldiers,   who   by   then   were   the   prime  
target   of   Lenin’s   propaganda 41    and   mutinous, 42    in   1916.   Instead   of   fighting,   tens   of   thousands   of  
them   joined   the   revolutionary   “Soviets”   –   Bolsheviks-led   councils   that   were   taking   control   of   Russian  
towns   and   villages.  

[25]  
In   February   1917,   these   rebels   launched   a   week-long   revolt   in   Petersburg   that   neither   Nicholas,   nor  
the    Duma ,   were   able   to   stop.  

On   March   15,   1917,   the   czar   abdicated 43    his   throne   and   was   arrested—together   with   Alexandra, 44  
their   five   children,   their   private   physician   and   three   servants—by   the   Provisional   government   elected  
by   the    Duma .  

On   July   21,   1917,   Alexander   Kerensky,   a   moderate   politician,   was   elected   chairman   of   the  
Duma -chosen   Provisional   government.   It   was   the   last   successful   attempt   to   stop   Lenin’s   drive   for  
power.  



In   November,   the   Provisional   government   was   overthrown   by   the   Bolsheviks;   Kerensky   fled   to   exile;  
and   at   the   age   of   89   died   in   New   York.   Nicholas   and   all   ten   members   of   his   family   and   household  
were   savagely 45    murdered   by   the   Bolsheviks   on   July   17,   1918.  

LENIN   AND   THE   RED   OCTOBER  

Formally,   Russia   remained   the   ally   of   Britain   and   France   until   March   1918,   when   the   Bolsheviks  
signed   a   peace   treaty   with   Germany   and   Austria-Hungary.   Until   October   1922,   in   some   parts   of  
Russia   there   continued   scattered   skirmishes   between   the   “Whites”   (a   loose   confederation 46    of  
Anti-Communist   forces   and   monarchy   supporters   that   fought   the   Bolsheviks),   and   the   Bolshevik’s  
Red   Army.  

 

[30]  
But   what   really   mattered   from   1917   on   were   Lenin’s   frantic,   furious,   and   successful   efforts   to   make  
the   vast   Russian   empire   an   example   of   Marxist   class   struggle   and   dictatorship.  

A   fiery   orator, 47    masterful   organizer   and   a   prodigious 48    writer   of   propaganda   pamphlets,   Lenin   was  
born   to   a   wealthy   family   and   as   a   child   was   a   diligent   student   and   obedient   church   goer.  
Unexpectedly,   he   grew   into   an   Alpha-male   leader   that   dominated   individuals   and   groups   by   the  
sheer   force   of   his   steely   will,   volcanic   emotions,   and   overbearing   personality.   A   shadowy,   friendless  
fanatic   with   no   private   life   to   interfere   with   his   work,   Lenin   rammed   through   and   imposed   his   agenda  
on   Russia   with   a   total   disregard   for   morality.   

Dmitri   Volkogonov,   a   Russian   historian   and   former   Red   Army   general   wrote   in    Lenin ,   his   exhaustive  
biography,   that   despite   his   access   to   Kremlin’s 49    secret   archives,   he   was   unable   to   resolve   mysteries  
that   shrouded 50    Lenin’s   life.   For   example,   there   were   no   records   of   who   financed   Lenin’s   17   years  
when   he   lived   in   European   exile;   presided   over   Bolshevik   congresses;   organized   hundreds   of  
Russian   “Soviets”   and,   after   the   German   government   sent   him   to   Russia   in   April   1917   in   a   sealed  
train   coach,   toured   the   front   lines   to   harangue 51    the   remaining   army   units   to   mutiny.  

What   is   amply   documented   in   scores   of   Lenin’s   letters   were   his   vicious   orders   aimed   at   spreading  
the   “dictatorship   of   the   proletariat”   throughout   Russia   and   beyond.   For   example,   he   urged   one   of   his  
Soviets:  

“Comrades!   …Hang   (and   I   mean   hang   so   that   the   people   can   see)   not   less   than   100   known  
kulaks   [well-off   farmers],   rich   men,   bloodsuckers…Take    all    their   grain   away   from   them…   Do  
this   so   that   for   hundreds   of   miles   around   people   can   see,   tremble,   know   and   cry:   ‘they   are  
killing   and   will   go   on   killing   the   bloodsucking   kulaks.’   Cable   that   you   have   received   this   and  
carried   out   [instructions].”  

What   is   also   well   known   are   the   results   of   Lenin’s   brutal   leadership.   According   to   Medvedev,   by  
October   24,   1917,   the   Winter   Palace   headquarters   of   the   Provisional   government   had   no   more   than  
3,000   defenders,   and   the   fight   they   put   up   against   the   attacking   20,000   Red   Guards,   sailors   and  
soldiers   was   so   halfhearted   that   there   were   no   more   than   15   fighters   killed   on   both   sides,   and   60  
were   wounded.  

[35]  



“During   these   critical   hours,”   Medvedev   wrote,   “…Petrograd 52    continued   on   the   whole   to   go   about   its  
normal   business.   Most   of   the   soldiers   remained   in   their   barracks,   the   plants   and   factories   continued  
to   operate,   and   in   the   schools   none   of   their   classes   were   interrupted.   There   were   no   strikes   or  
demonstrations…”  

Until   his   death   of   brain   hemorrhage   in   1924,   Lenin   had   the   power   and   fervent 53    following   that   no   czar  
had   achieved.   He   launched   a   Communist   system   that   created   the   totalitarian 54    USSR   (Union   of  
Soviet   Socialist   Republics),   enslaved   Baltic   states   and   Eastern   Europe, 55    and   for   seven   decades  
kept   the   world   in   fear   of   World   War   III. 56  

And   yet,   in   Volkogonov’s   opinion,   Lenin’s   life   ended   in   failure.   His   dream   of   a   global   revolution—“an  
instant   onslaught   on   the   capitalist 57    citadels,”   as   the   historian   wrote—never   came   near   to   reality,   and  
collapsed   totally   by   the   end   of   the   Cold   War.  

In   a   competition   with   Marxism   and   class   warfare,   free   votes   and   exchange   of   political   ideas   emerged  
far   more   powerful   than   brutality   and   empty   promises   of   a   paradise.  

Notes  
  

1.    The   Romanovs   took   power   in   1613   as   the   ruling   family   of   the   Russian   empire   until   1917,   when   the  

last   czar   Nicholas   II   gave   up   the   throne   due   to   pressure   from   civil   unrest   and   the   February  

Revolution.  

2.   “Communism”   is   a   political   theory   derived   from   the   works   of   Karl   Marx   and   Friedrich   Engels  
that   advocates   class   war,   the   rise   of   the   working   class,   and   a   society   in   which   all   property   is  
publicly,   rather   than   individually   owned;   in   theory,   under   communism   everyone   works   and   is   paid  
according   to   their   abilities   and   needs  

3.   The   term   “Red   October”   refers   to   the   1917   October   Revolution   that   ousted   the   provisional  
government   set   in   place   after   czar   Nicholas   II   gave   up   the   throne.   The   provisional   government  
was   taken   over   by   the   Bolsheviks,   the   majority   faction   of   the   Russian   Social   Democratic   Labor  
Party   (RSDLP)   that   was   also   known   as   the   “Reds,”   especially   during   the   Russian   Civil   War.   The  
Bolsheviks   were   led   by   future   Soviet   dictator   Vladimir   Lenin.  

4.    Lucid     (adjective)   :    expressed   clearly;   easy   to   understand  

5.   a   study   of   the   structure   or   internal   workings   of   something   (such   as   the   human   body)  

6.    Precede     (verb)   :    to   come   before   something   in   time  

7.    Germinate     (verb)   :    (of   a   seed   or   spore)   to   begin   to   grow   after   a   period   of   dormancy  

8.   Typhus   is   an   infectious   disease   characterized   by   a   purple   rash,   headaches,   fever,   and  
delirium,   and   historically   a   cause   of   high   death   rates   during   wars   and   famines;   it   is   often  
transmitted   by   lice,   ticks,   mites,   and   rat   fleas.  

9.   Cholera   is   an   infectious   and   often   fatal   bacterial   disease   of   the   small   intestine,   typically  
contracted   from   infected   water   supplies   and   causing   severe   vomiting   and   diarrhea.  

10.   an   emperor   of   imperial   Russia  



11.   The   Russian   people   viewed   the   czar   as   a   fatherly   or   semi-godlike   figure,   whom   they   owed  
their   loyalty   and   love.  

12.   a   system   of   government   by   one   person   with   absolute   power  

13.    Scathingly     (adverb)   :    extremely   critical   or   scornful  

14.    Audacity     (noun)   :    willingness   to   take   bold   risks  

15.    Aloof     (adjective)   :    not   friendly   or   forthcoming;   cool   and   distant  

16.    Unflinchingly     (adverb)   :    not   showing   fear   or   hesitation  

17.    Dissolute     (adjective)   :    lax   in   morals;   depraved  

18.   Grigori   Rasputin   (1869-1916)   was   a   Russian   mystic   healer   who   had   been   brought   into   the  
inner   circle   of   the   Romanov   royal   family   because   of   his   supposed   ability   to   treat   the   czar’s   only  
son’s   hemophilia,   or   inability   to   create   blood   clots.  

19.   of   or   relating   to   an   empire  

20.    Degradation     (noun)   :    the   condition   or   process   of   decay   or   breakdown  

21.    Impotence     (noun)   :    inability   to   take   effective   action  

22.   An   “arch-conservative”   is   someone   who   is   a   strong   supporter   of   conservatism,   which  
describes   any   political   philosophy   that   favors   tradition   as   opposed   to   radical,   or   even   moderate  
social   change.   In   other   words,   Nicholas   II   favored   established   tradition,   such   as   with   religion,  
politics,   and   customs—but   especially   in   regards   to   the   absolute   power   of   the   monarchy.  

23.   Social   mobility   is   a   term   that   refers   to   the   possibility   for   people   to   change   their   class   or   social  
status   within   society.  

24.   an   agricultural   laborer   bound   under   a   feudal   system   to   work   on   his   or   her   lord’s   estate  

25.    Prerogative     (noun)   :    a   right   or   privilege   exclusive   to   a   particular   individual   or   class  

26.    Illusory     (adjective)   :    based   on   illusion   or   delusion;   not   real  

27.   a   person   who   advocates   thorough   or   complete   political   or   social   reform;   a   member   of   a  
political   party   or   part   of   a   party   pursuing   such   aims  

28.   The   “proletariat”   refers   to   workers   or   working-class   people,   often   in   reference   to   Marxism.  

29.   paradise  

30.   Vladimir   Ilyich   Ulyanov,   better   known   by   his   alias   Vladimir   Lenin   (1870-1924),   was   a   Russian  
communist   leader,   politician,   and   political   theorist.   He   served   as   head   of   the   Communist   Party  
following   the   abdication   of   Nicholas   II   and   officially   led   the   Soviet   Union   from   1922   until   1924.   He  
developed   a   system   of   Marxism   known   as   Leninism.  

31.   Minsk   is   the   capital   of   and   the   largest   city   in   Belarus,   located   in   central   Belarus.  

32.   open   to   new   behavior   or   opinions   and   willing   to   discard   traditional   values;   political   left  

33.   of   a   person   who   holds   middle-of-the-spectrum,   or   average,   views,   especially   in   politics  

34.    Quarrel     (verb)   :    to   fight   or   argue  

35.   Manchuria   is   a   mountainous   region   that   forms   a   northeastern   portion   of   China.   Control   over  
this   region   would   allow   the   Russian   empire   access   to   warm-water   ports   on   the   Pacific   Ocean.  



36.   a   reference   to   the   battle   of   Port   Arthur  

37.   a   parade   or   march  

38.   Also   known   as   “Bloody   Sunday,”   this   massacre   of   peaceful   protesters,   led   by   religious   figure  
Father   Gapon,   proved   to   be   an   inciting   incident   for   the   1905   Revolution.  

39.    Demoralized     (adjective)   :    having   lost   confidence   or   hope  

40.   Russia   suffered   one   of   the   highest   death   rates   in   WWI.  

41.   information,   especially   of   a   biased   or   misleading   nature,   used   to   promote   or   publicize   a  
particular   political   cause   or   point   of   view  

42.    Mutinous     (adjective)   :    refusing   to   obey   the   orders   of   an   authority;   willing   to   turn   on   or   rebel  
against   a   person   of   authority  

43.    Abdicate     (verb)   :    to   give   up   a   title   or   resign   from   a   position,   often   due   to   failure   to   uphold  
one's   duties  

44.   Nicholas   II’s   wife   and   czarina   of   Russia  

45.    Savagely     (adverb)   :    in   a   fierce,   violent,   and   uncontrolled   manner  

46.    Confederation     (noun)   :    an   organization   that   consists   of   a   number   of   allied   parties  

47.   a   public   speaker  

 

Text   Dependent   Questions   
Based   on   your   reading   of   the   text,   how   could   the   Russian   Revolution   have   been   avoided?   What  
factors   could   have   been   changed   that   might   have   stemmed   the   call   for   revolution?   Or   was   it  
inevitable?    Cite     evidence    to   support   your   answer.  
 
Who   would   you   rather   live   under,   Nicholas   or   Lenin?   Whose   leadership   style   was   more  
dangerous?    Cite     evidence    to   support   your   answer.  
 
Based   on   your   reading   and   your   knowledge   or   experience,   provide   your   own   definition   of   a  
“revolution.”   How   does   the   Russian   Revolution   of   1917   fit   this   definition?    Cite     evidence    to  
support   your   answer.  
 
In   the   context   of   this   article,   how   do   people   create   change?   Were   the   methods   by   which   change  
was   created   in   the   1917   Russian   Revolution   right?   Is   there   a   way   to   morally   incite   a   revolution?  
Cite   evidence    from   this   text,   your   own   experience,   and   other   literature,   art,   or   history   in   your  
answer.  
 
Compare   and   contrast   the   author’s   depictions   of   Nicholas   II   and   Vladimir   Lenin.   What   do   these  
depictions   reveal   about   these   historical   figures?    Cite     evidence    in   your   answer.  
 
Why,   according   to   the   text,   was   the   Russian   Revolution   a   failure?   Consider   the   goals   of   the  
revolutionaries   in   your   answer.    Cite     evidence    to   support   your   answer.  



COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Reading   Standards   for   Informational   Text  

● RI.8.2     —     Determine   a   theme   or   central   idea   of   a   text   and   analyze   its  
development   over   the   course   of   the   text,   including   its   relationship   to   the  
characters,   setting,   and   plot;   provide   an   objective   summary   of   the   text.  

 
 
  



Lesson   3   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesso n.  
 

I  
MR.   JONES,   of   the   Manor   Farm,   had   locked   the   hen−houses   for   the   night,   but   was   too  

drunk   to   remember   to   shut   the   popholes.   With   the   ring   of   light   from   his   lantern   dancing   from   side  
to   side,   he   lurched   across   the   yard,   kicked   off   his   boots   at   the   back   door,   drew   himself   a   last  
glass   of   beer   from   the   barrel   in   the   scullery,   and   made   his   way   up   to   bed,   where   Mrs.   Jones   was  
already   snoring.  

As   soon   as   the   light   in   the   bedroom   went   out   there   was   a   stirring   and   a   fluttering   all  
through   the   farm   buildings.   Word   had   gone   round   during   the   day   that   old   Major,   the   prize   Middle  
White   boar,   had   had   a   strange   dream   on   the   previous   night   and   wished   to   communicate   it   to   the  
other   animals.   It   had   been   agreed   that   they   should   all   meet   in   the   big   barn   as   soon   as   Mr.   Jones  
was   safely   out   of   the   way.   Old   Major   (so   he   was   always   called,   though   the   name   under   which   he  
had   been   exhibited   was   Willingdon   Beauty)   was   so   highly   regarded   on   the   farm   that   everyone  
was   quite   ready   to   lose   an   hour's   sleep   in   order   to   hear   what   he   had   to   say.  

At   one   end   of   the   big   barn,   on   a   sort   of   raised   platform,   Major   was   already   ensconced   on  
his   bed   of   straw,   under   a   lantern   which   hung   from   a   beam.   He   was   twelve   years   old   and   had  
lately   grown   rather   stout,   but   he   was   still   a   majestic−looking   pig,   with   a   wise   and   benevolent  
appearance   in   spite   of   the   fact   that   his   tushes   had   never   been   cut.   Before   long   the   other  
animals   began   to   arrive   and   make   themselves   comfortable   after   their   different   fashions.   First  
came   the   three   dogs,   Bluebell,   Jessie,   and   Pincher,   and   then   the   pigs,   who   settled   down   in   the  
straw   immediately   in   front   of   the   platform.   The   hens   perched   themselves   on   the   window−sills,  
the   pigeons   fluttered   up   to   the   rafters,   the   sheep   and   cows   lay   down   behind   the   pigs   and   began  
to   chew   the   cud.   The   two   cart−horses,   Boxer   and   Clover,   came   in   together,   walking   very   slowly  
and   setting   down   their   vast   hairy   hoofs   with   great   care   lest   there   should   be   some   small   animal  
concealed   in   the   straw.   Clover   was   a   stout   motherly   mare   approaching   middle   life,   who   had  
never   quite   got   her   figure   back   after   her   fourth   foal.   Boxer   was   an   enormous   beast,   nearly  
eighteen   hands   high,   and   as   strong   as   any   two   ordinary   horses   put   together.   A   white   stripe  
down   his   nose   gave   him   a   somewhat   stupid   appearance,   and   in   fact   he   was   not   of   first−rate  
intelligence,   but   he   was   universally   respected   for   his   steadiness   of   character   and   tremendous  
powers   of   work.   After   the   horses   came   Muriel,   the   white   goat,   and   Benjamin,   the   donkey.  
Benjamin   was   the   oldest   animal   on   the   farm,   and   the   worst   tempered.   He   seldom   talked,   and  
when   he   did,   it   was   usually   to   make   some   cynical   remark−for   instance,   he   would   say   that   God  
had   given   him   a   tail   to   keep   the   flies   off,   but   that   he   would   sooner   have   had   no   tail   and   no   flies.  
Alone   among   the   animals   on   the   farm   he   never   laughed.   If   asked   why,   he   would   say   that   he   saw  
nothing   to   laugh   at.   Nevertheless,   without   openly   admitting   it,   he   was   devoted   to   Boxer;   the   two  
of   them   usually   spent   their   Sundays   together   in   the   small   paddock   beyond   the   orchard,   grazing  
side   by   side   and   never   speaking.  

The   two   horses   had   just   lain   down   when   a   brood   of   ducklings,   which   had   lost   their  
mother,   filed   into   the   barn,   cheeping   feebly   and   wandering   from   side   to   side   to   find   some   place  
where   they   would   not   be   trodden   on.   Clover   made   a   sort   of   wall   round   them   with   her   great  
foreleg,   and   the   ducklings   nestled   down   inside   it   and   promptly   fell   asleep.   At   the   last   moment  



Mollie,   the   foolish,   pretty   white   mare   who   drew   Mr.   Jones's   trap,   came   mincing   daintily   in,  
chewing   at   a   lump   of   sugar.   She   took   a   place   near   the   front   and   began   flirting   her   white   mane,  
hoping   to   draw   attention   to   the   red   ribbons   it   was   plaited   with.   Last   of   all   came   the   cat,   who  
looked   round,   as   usual,   for   the   warmest   place,   and   finally   squeezed   herself   in   between   Boxer  
and   Clover;   there   she   purred   contentedly   throughout   Major's   speech   without   listening   to   a   word  
of   what   he   was   saying.  

All   the   animals   were   now   present   except   Moses,   the   tame   raven,   who   slept   on   a   perch  
behind   the   back   door.   When   Major   saw   that   they   had   all   made   themselves   comfortable   and  
were   waiting   attentively,   he   cleared   his   throat   and   began:  

"Comrades,   you   have   heard   already   about   the   strange   dream   that   I   had   last   night.   But   I  
will   come   to   the   dream   later.   I   have   something   else   to   say   first.   I   do   not   think,   comrades,   that   I  
shall   be   with   you   for   many   months   longer,   and   before   I   die,   I   feel   it   my   duty   to   pass   on   to   you  
such   wisdom   as   I   have   acquired.   I   have   had   a   long   life,   I   have   had   much   time   for   thought   as   I  
lay   alone   in   my   stall,   and   I   think   I   may   say   that   I   understand   the   nature   of   life   on   this   earth   as  
well   as   any   animal   now   living.   It   is   about   this   that   I   wish   to   speak   to   you.  

"Now,   comrades,   what   is   the   nature   of   this   life   of   ours?   Let   us   face   it:   our   lives   are  
miserable,   laborious,   and   short.   We   are   born,   we   are   given   just   so   much   food   as   will   keep   the  
breath   in   our   bodies,   and   those   of   us   who   are   capable   of   it   are   forced   to   work   to   the   last   atom   of  
our   strength;   and   the   very   instant   that   our   usefulness   has   come   to   an   end   we   are   slaughtered  
with   hideous   cruelty.   No   animal   in   England   knows   the   meaning   of   happiness   or   leisure   after   he  
is   a   year   old.   No   animal   in   England   is   free.   The   life   of   an   animal   is   misery   and   slavery:   that   is   the  
plain   truth.  

"But   is   this   simply   part   of   the   order   of   nature?   Is   it   because   this   land   of   ours   is   so   poor  
that   it   cannot   afford   a   decent   life   to   those   who   dwell   upon   it?   No,   comrades,   a   thousand   times  
no!   The   soil   of   England   is   fertile,   its   climate   is   good,   it   is   capable   of   affording   food   in   abundance  
to   an   enormously   greater   number   of   animals   than   now   inhabit   it.   This   single   farm   of   ours   would  
support   a   dozen   horses,   twenty   cows,   hundreds   of   sheep−and   all   of   them   living   in   a   comfort   and  
a   dignity   that   are   now   almost   beyond   our   imagining.   Why   then   do   we   continue   in   this   miserable  
condition?   Because   nearly   the   whole   of   the   produce   of   our   labour   is   stolen   from   us   by   human  
beings.   There,   comrades,   is   the   answer   to   all   our   problems.   It   is   summed   up   in   a   single  
word−Man.   Man   is   the   only   real   enemy   we   have.   Remove   Man   from   the   scene,   and   the   root  
cause   of   hunger   and   overwork   is   abolished   for   ever.  

"Man   is   the   only   creature   that   consumes   without   producing.   He   does   not   give   milk,   he  
does   not   lay   eggs,   he   is   too   weak   to   pull   the   plough,   he   cannot   run   fast   enough   to   catch   rabbits.  
Yet   he   is   lord   of   all   the   animals.   He   sets   them   to   work,   he   gives   back   to   them   the   bare   minimum  
that   will   prevent   them   from   starving,   and   the   rest   he   keeps   for   himself.   Our   labour   tills   the   soil,  
our   dung   fertilises   it,   and   yet   there   is   not   one   of   us   that   owns   more   than   his   bare   skin.   You   cows  
that   I   see   before   me,   how   many   thousands   of   gallons   of   milk   have   you   given   during   this   last  
year?   And   what   has   happened   to   that   milk   which   should   have   been   breeding   up   sturdy   calves?  
Every   drop   of   it   has   gone   down   the   throats   of   our   enemies.   And   you   hens,   how   many   eggs   have  
you   laid   in   this   last   year,   and   how   many   of   those   eggs   ever   hatched   into   chickens?   The   rest  
have   all   gone   to   market   to   bring   in   money   for   Jones   and   his   men.   And   you,   Clover,   where   are  
those   four   foals   you   bore,   who   should   have   been   the   support   and   pleasure   of   your   old   age?  



Each   was   sold   at   a   year   old−you   will   never   see   one   of   them   again.   In   return   for   your   four  
confinements   and   all   your   labour   in   the   fields,   what   have   you   ever   had   except   your   bare   rations  
and   a   stall?  

"And   even   the   miserable   lives   we   lead   are   not   allowed   to   reach   their   natural   span.   For  
myself   I   do   not   grumble,   for   I   am   one   of   the   lucky   ones.   I   am   twelve   years   old   and   have   had  
over   four   hundred   children.   Such   is   the   natural   life   of   a   pig.   But   no   animal   escapes   the   cruel  
knife   in   the   end.   You   young   porkers   who   are   sitting   in   front   of   me,   every   one   of   you   will   scream  
your   lives   out   at   the   block   within   a   year.   To   that   horror   we   all   must   come−cows,   pigs,   hens,  
sheep,   everyone.   Even   the   horses   and   the   dogs   have   no   better   fate.   You,   Boxer,   the   very   day  
that   those   great   muscles   of   yours   lose   their   power,   Jones   will   sell   you   to   the   knacker,   who   will  
cut   your   throat   and   boil   you   down   for   the   foxhounds.   As   for   the   dogs,   when   they   grow   old   and  
toothless,   Jones   ties   a   brick   round   their   necks   and   drowns   them   in   the   nearest   pond.  

"Is   it   not   crystal   clear,   then,   comrades,   that   all   the   evils   of   this   life   of   ours   spring   from   the  
tyranny   of   human   beings?   Only   get   rid   of   Man,   and   the   produce   of   our   labour   would   be   our   own.  
Almost   overnight   we   could   become   rich   and   free.   What   then   must   we   do?   Why,   work   night   and  
day,   body   and   soul,   for   the   overthrow   of   the   human   race!   That   is   my   message   to   you,   comrades:  
Rebellion!   I   do   not   know   when   that   Rebellion   will   come,   it   might   be   in   a   week   or   in   a   hundred  
years,   but   I   know,   as   surely   as   I   see   this   straw   beneath   my   feet,   that   sooner   or   later   justice   will  
be   done.   Fix   your   eyes   on   that,   comrades,   throughout   the   short   remainder   of   your   lives!   And  
above   all,   pass   on   this   message   of   mine   to   those   who   come   after   you,   so   that   future   generations  
shall   carry   on   the   struggle   until   it   is   victorious.  

"And   remember,   comrades,   your   resolution   must   never   falter.   No   argument   must   lead  
you   astray.   Never   listen   when   they   tell   you   that   Man   and   the   animals   have   a   common   interest,  
that   the   prosperity   of   the   one   is   the   prosperity   of   the   others.   It   is   all   lies.   Man   serves   the   interests  
of   no   creature   except   himself.   And   among   us   animals   let   there   be   perfect   unity,   perfect  
comradeship   in   the   struggle.   All   men   are   enemies.   All   animals   are   comrades."  

At   this   moment   there   was   a   tremendous   uproar.   While   Major   was   speaking   four   large  
rats   had   crept   out   of   their   holes   and   were   sitting   on   their   hindquarters,   listening   to   him.   The   dogs  
had   suddenly   caught   sight   of   them,   and   it   was   only   by   a   swift   dash   for   their   holes   that   the   rats  
saved   their   lives.   Major   raised   his   trotter   for   silence.  

"Comrades,"   he   said,   "here   is   a   point   that   must   be   settled.   The   wild   creatures,   such   as  
rats   and   rabbits−are   they   our   friends   or   our   enemies?   Let   us   put   it   to   the   vote.   I   propose   this  
question   to   the   meeting:   Are   rats   comrades?"  

The   vote   was   taken   at   once,   and   it   was   agreed   by   an   overwhelming   majority   that   rats  
were   comrades.   There   were   only   four   dissentients,   the   three   dogs   and   the   cat,   who   was  
afterwards   discovered   to   have   voted   on   both   sides.   Major   continued:  

"I   have   little   more   to   say.   I   merely   repeat,   remember   always   your   duty   of   enmity   towards  
Man   and   all   his   ways.   Whatever   goes   upon   two   legs   is   an   enemy.   Whatever   goes   upon   four  
legs,   or   has   wings,   is   a   friend.   And   remember   also   that   in   fighting   against   Man,   we   must   not  
come   to   resemble   him.   Even   when   you   have   conquered   him,   do   not   adopt   his   vices.   No   animal  
must   ever   live   in   a   house,   or   sleep   in   a   bed,   or   wear   clothes,   or   drink   alcohol,   or   smoke   tobacco,  
or   touch   money,   or   engage   in   trade.   All   the   habits   of   Man   are   evil.   And,   above   all,   no   animal  



must   ever   tyrannise   over   his   own   kind.   Weak   or   strong,   clever   or   simple,   we   are   all   brothers.   No  
animal   must   ever   kill   any   other   animal.   All   animals   are   equal.  

"And   now,   comrades,   I   will   tell   you   about   my   dream   of   last   night.   I   cannot   describe   that  
dream   to   you.   It   was   a   dream   of   the   earth   as   it   will   be   when   Man   has   vanished.   But   it   reminded  
me   of   something   that   I   had   long   forgotten.   Many   years   ago,   when   I   was   a   little   pig,   my   mother  
and   the   other   sows   used   to   sing   an   old   song   of   which   they   knew   only   the   tune   and   the   first   three  
words.   I   had   known   that   tune   in   my   infancy,   but   it   had   long   since   passed   out   of   my   mind.   Last  
night,   however,   it   came   back   to   me   in   my   dream.   And   what   is   more,   the   words   of   the   song   also  
came   back−words,   I   am   certain,   which   were   sung   by   the   animals   of   long   ago   and   have  
been   lost   to   memory   for   generations.   I   will   sing   you   that   song   now,   comrades.   I   am   old   and   my  
voice   is   hoarse,   but   when   I   have   taught   you   the   tune,   you   can   sing   it   better   for   yourselves.   It   is  
called   Beasts   of   England."  

Old   Major   cleared   his   throat   and   began   to   sing.   As   he   had   said,   his   voice   was   hoarse,  
but   he   sang   well   enough,   and   it   was   a   stirring   tune,   something   between    Clementine    and    La  
Cucaracha .   The   words   ran:  
 
Beasts   of   England,   beasts   of   Ireland,  
Beasts   of   every   land   and   clime,  
  Hearken   to   my   joyful   tidings  
Of   the   golden   future   time.  
 
Soon   or   late   the   day   is   coming,   
Tyrant   Man   shall   be   o'erthrown,  
  And   the   fruitful   fields   of   England   
Shall   be   trod   by   beasts   alone.  
 
Rings   shall   vanish   from   our   noses,   
And   the   harness   from   our   back,  
Bit   and   spur   shall   rust   forever,   
Cruel   whips   no   more   shall   crack.   
 
Riches   more   than   mind   can   picture,   
Wheat   and   barley,   oats   and   hay,   
Clover,   beans,   and   mangel−wurzels   
Shall   be   ours   upon   that   day.  
 
Bright   will   shine   the   fields   of   England,   
Purer   shall   its   waters   be,  
Sweeter   yet   shall   blow   its   breezes  
On   the   day   that   sets   us   free.  
 
For   that   day   we   all   must   labour,   
Though   we   die   before   it   break;  



Cows   and   horses,   geese   and   turkeys,   
All   must   toil   for   freedom's   sake.   
 
Beasts   of   England,   beasts   of   Ireland,   
Beasts   of   every   land   and   clime,   
Hearken   well   and   spread   my   tidings   
Of   the   golden   future   time.  
 

The   singing   of   this   song   threw   the   animals   into   the   wildest   excitement.   Almost   before  
Major   had   reached   the   end,   they   had   begun   singing   it   for   themselves.   Even   the   stupidest   of  
them   had   already   picked   up   the   tune   and   a   few   of   the   words,   and   as   for   the   clever   ones,   such  
as   the   pigs   and   dogs,   they   had   the   entire   song   by   heart   within   a   few   minutes.   And   then,   after   a  
few   preliminary   tries,   the   whole   farm   burst   out   into   Beasts   of   England   in   tremendous   unison.  
The   cows   lowed   it,   the   dogs   whined   it,   the   sheep   bleated   it,   the   horses   whinnied   it,   the   ducks  
quacked   it.   They   were   so   delighted   with   the   song   that   they   sang   it   right   through   five   times   in  
succession,   and   might   have   continued   singing   it   all   night   if   they   had   not   been   interrupted.  

Unfortunately,   the   uproar   awoke   Mr.   Jones,   who   sprang   out   of   bed,   making   sure   that  
there   was   a   fox   in   the   yard.   He   seized   the   gun   which   always   stood   in   a   corner   of   his   bedroom,  
and   let   fly   a   charge   of   number   6   shot   into   the   darkness.   The   pellets   buried   themselves   in   the  
wall   of   the   barn   and   the   meeting   broke   up   hurriedly.   Everyone   fled   to   his   own   sleeping−place.  
The   birds   jumped   on   to   their   perches,   the   animals   settled   down   in   the   straw,   and   the   whole   farm  
was   asleep   in   a   moment.  

OBJECTIVE  
Explain   the    connotative    meaning   of   words   and   the   impact   of   these   words   on   Old   Major’s    tone    in  
the   first   chapter   of    Animal   Farm.  
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● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   —   chapter   1   

TARGET   TASK   
Read   Chapter   1   of    Animal   Farm  

Writing   Prompt  

What   words   does   the   song   “Beasts   of   England”   use   when   describing   a   future   without   human  
beings?   What   are   the   connotations   of   these   descriptive   words?   What   tone   do   these   words   create?  
Provide   at   least   three   examples   from   the   text.  



KEY   QUESTIONS   

● What   is   the    connotation    [ feeling   that   a   word   invokes   in   addition   to   its   literal   or   primary  
meaning]    of   the   word   “comrade”?   What   is   the   significance   of   Old   Major’s   repeated   usage   of  
this   word   in   his   speech?   [Consider   the   importance   of   this   word   to   the   communist  
revolution.]  

● What   words   does   Old   Major   use   to   describe   the   lives   of   farm   animals?   What   are   the  
connotations    [ feelings   that   a   word   invokes   in   addition   to   its   literal   or   primary   meaning]    of  
these   descriptive   words?   What    tone    do   these   words   create?    Provide   at   least   three  
examples   from   the   text.  

● What   words   does   Old   Major   use   to   describe   human   beings?   What   are   the    connotations    of  
these   descriptive   words?   What   tone   do   these   words   create?    Provide   at   least   three  
examples   from   the   text.  

● George   Orwell   once   described    Animal   Farm    as   a   “fairy   story.”   What   aspects   of   this   story  
remind   you   of   a   fable   or   a   children’s   story?  

● What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    in   today’s  
reading   and   the   Russian   Revolution?  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   
Standard   and   Literary   Concepts   

● Connotation:   The   social,   cultural,   and   emotional   associations   words   have   beyond   the  
dictionary   definition   (denotation).   Often   the   reader   can   begin   by   determining   whether  
the   word   has   positive,   negative,   or   neutral   connotations,   and   then   move   to   more  
specific   descriptive   words.  

● Tone:   An   author’s/speaker’s   attitude   toward   a   topic   or   an   audience,   which   is   often  
conveyed   through   word   choice   and   literary   devices.   As   with   connotation,   the   reader  
can   begin   by   determining   whether   the   word   has   positive,   negative,   or   neutral  
connotations,   and   then   they   should   move   to   more   specific   descriptive   words.  

Notes   

● The   majority   of   the   most   important   characters   are   introduced   in   today’s   reading.   Even  
before   students   begin   to   make   connections   between   the   Russian   Revolution   and   the  
text,   they   should   be   noting   down   characters/groups   of   characters   and   their   distinct  
characteristics.  

● At   the   end   of   every   class,   students   will   address   the   same   discussion   question:   What  
parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    in   today’s  
reading   and   the   Russian   Revolution?   They   should   keep   a   running   document   of   these  
connections.  



COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Reading   Standards   for   Literature  

● RL.8.4     —     Determine   the   meaning   of   words   and   phrases   as   they   are   used   in   a   text,   including  
figurative   and   connotative   meanings;   analyze   the   impact   of   specific   word   choices   on   meaning  
and   tone,   including   analogies   or   allusions   to   other   texts.   

 
  



Lesson   4   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 

II  
THREE   nights   later   old   Major   died   peacefully   in   his   sleep.   His   body   was   buried   at   the  

foot   of   the   orchard.  
This   was   early   in   March.   During   the   next   three   months   there   was   much   secret   activity.  

Major's   speech   had   given   to   the   more   intelligent   animals   on   the   farm   a   completely   new   outlook  
on   life.   They   did   not   know   when   the   Rebellion   predicted   by   Major   would   take   place,   they   had   no  
reason   for   thinking   that   it   would   be   within   their   own   lifetime,   but   they   saw   clearly   that   it   was   their  
duty   to   prepare   for   it.   The   work   of   teaching   and   organising   the   others   fell   naturally   upon   the   pigs,  
who   were   generally   recognised   as   being   the   cleverest   of   the   animals.   Pre−eminent   among   the  
pigs   were   two   young   boars   named   Snowball   and   Napoleon,   whom   Mr.   Jones   was   breeding   up  
for   sale.   Napoleon   was   a   large,   rather   fierce−looking   Berkshire   boar,   the   only   Berkshire   on   the  
farm,   not   much   of   a   talker,   but   with   a   reputation   for   getting   his   own   way.   Snowball   was   a   more  
vivacious   pig   than   Napoleon,   quicker   in   speech   and   more   inventive,   but   was   not   considered   to  
have   the   same   depth   of   character.   All   the   other   male   pigs   on   the   farm   were   porkers.   The   best  
known   among   them   was   a   small   fat   pig   named   Squealer,   with   very   round   cheeks,   twinkling  
eyes,   nimble   movements,   and   a   shrill   voice.   He   was   a   brilliant   talker,   and   when   he   was   arguing  
some   difficult   point   he   had   a   way   of   skipping   from   side   to   side   and   whisking   his   tail   which   was  
somehow   very   persuasive.   The   others   said   of   Squealer   that   he   could   turn   black   into   white.  

These   three   had   elaborated   old   Major's   teachings   into   a   complete   system   of   thought,   to  
which   they   gave   the   name   of   Animalism.   Several   nights   a   week,   after   Mr.   Jones   was   asleep,  
they   held   secret   meetings   in   the   barn   and   expounded   the   principles   of   Animalism   to   the   others.  
At   the   beginning   they   met   with   much   stupidity   and   apathy.   Some   of   the   animals   talked   of   the  
duty   of   loyalty   to   Mr.   Jones,   whom   they   referred   to   as   "Master,"   or   made   elementary   remarks  
such   as   "Mr.   Jones   feeds   us.   If   he   were   gone,   we   should   starve   to   death."   Others   asked   such  
questions   as   "Why   should   we   care   what   happens   after   we   are   dead?"   or   "If   this   Rebellion   is   to  
happen   anyway,   what   difference   does   it   make   whether   we   work   for   it   or   not?",   and   the   pigs   had  
great   difficulty   in   making   them   see   that   this   was   contrary   to   the   spirit   of   Animalism.   The  
stupidest   questions   of   all   were   asked   by   Mollie,   the   white   mare.   The   very   first   question   she  
asked   Snowball   was:   "Will   there   still   be   sugar   after   the   Rebellion?   "  

"No,"   said   Snowball   firmly.   "We   have   no   means   of   making   sugar   on   this   farm.   Besides,  
you   do   not   need   sugar.   You   will   have   all   the   oats   and   hay   you   want."  

"And   shall   I   still   be   allowed   to   wear   ribbons   in   my   mane?"   asked   Mollie.  
"Comrade,"   said   Snowball,   "those   ribbons   that   you   are   so   devoted   to   are   the   badge   of  

slavery.   Can   you   not   understand   that   liberty   is   worth   more   than   ribbons?   "  
Mollie   agreed,   but   she   did   not   sound   very   convinced.  
The   pigs   had   an   even   harder   struggle   to   counteract   the   lies   put   about   by   Moses,   the  

tame   raven.   Moses,   who   was   Mr.   Jones's   especial   pet,   was   a   spy   and   a   tale−bearer,   but   he   was  
also   a   clever   talker.   He   claimed   to   know   of   the   existence   of   a   mysterious   country   called  
Sugarcandy   Mountain,   to   which   all   animals   went   when   they   died.   It   was   situated   somewhere   up  
in   the   sky,   a   little   distance   beyond   the   clouds,   Moses   said.   In   Sugarcandy   Mountain   it   was  



Sunday   seven   days   a   week,   clover   was   in   season   all   the   year   round,   and   lump   sugar   and  
linseed   cake   grew   on   the   hedges.   The   animals   hated   Moses   because   he   told   tales   and   did   no  
work,   but   some   of   them   believed   in   Sugarcandy   Mountain,   and   the   pigs   had   to   argue   very   hard  
to   persuade   them   that   there   was   no   such   place.  

Their   most   faithful   disciples   were   the   two   cart−horses,   Boxer   and   Clover.   These   two   had  
great   difficulty   in   thinking   anything   out   for   themselves,   but   having   once   accepted   the   pigs   as  
their   teachers,   they   absorbed   everything   that   they   were   told,   and   passed   it   on   to   the   other  
animals   by   simple   arguments.   They   were   unfailing   in   their   attendance   at   the   secret   meetings   in  
the   barn,   and   led   the   singing   of   Beasts   of   England,   with   which   the   meetings   always   ended.  

Now,   as   it   turned   out,   the   Rebellion   was   achieved   much   earlier   and   more   easily   than  
anyone   had   expected.   In   past   years   Mr.   Jones,   although   a   hard   master,   had   been   a   capable  
farmer,   but   of   late   he   had   fallen   on   evil   days.   He   had   become   much   disheartened   after   losing  
money   in   a   lawsuit,   and   had   taken   to   drinking   more   than   was   good   for   him.   For   whole   days   at   a  
time   he   would   lounge   in   his   Windsor   chair   in   the   kitchen,   reading   the   newspapers,   drinking,   and  
occasionally   feeding   Moses   on   crusts   of   bread   soaked   in   beer.   His   men   were   idle   and  
dishonest,   the   fields   were   full   of   weeds,   the   buildings   wanted   roofing,   the   hedges   were  
neglected,   and   the   animals   were   underfed.  

June   came   and   the   hay   was   almost   ready   for   cutting.   On   Midsummer's   Eve,   which   was   a  
Saturday,   Mr.   Jones   went   into   Willingdon   and   got   so   drunk   at   the   Red   Lion   that   he   did   not   come  
back   till   midday   on   Sunday.   The   men   had   milked   the   cows   in   the   early   morning   and   then   had  
gone   out   rabbiting,   without   bothering   to   feed   the   animals.   When   Mr.   Jones   got   back   he  
immediately   went   to   sleep   on   the   drawing−room   sofa   with   the   News   of   the   World   over   his   face,  
so   that   when   evening   came,   the   animals   were   still   unfed.   At   last   they   could   stand   it  
no   longer.   One   of   the   cows   broke   in   the   door   of   the   store−shed   with   her   horn   and   all   the   animals  
began   to   help   themselves   from   the   bins.   It   was   just   then   that   Mr.   Jones   woke   up.   The   next  
moment   he   and   his   four   men   were   in   the   store−shed   with   whips   in   their   hands,   lashing   out   in   all  
directions.   This   was   more   than   the   hungry   animals   could   bear.   With   one   accord,   though   nothing  
of   the   kind   had   been   planned   beforehand,   they   flung   themselves   upon   their   tormentors.   Jones  
and   his   men   suddenly   found   themselves   being   butted   and   kicked   from   all   sides.   The   situation  
was   quite   out   of   their   control.   They   had   never   seen   animals   behave   like   this   before,   and   this  
sudden   uprising   of   creatures   whom   they   were   used   to   thrashing   and   maltreating   just   as   they  
chose,   frightened   them   almost   out   of   their   wits.   After   only   a   moment   or   two   they   gave   up   trying  
to   defend   themselves   and   took   to   their   heels.   A   minute   later   all   five   of   them   were   in   full   flight  
down   the   cart−track   that   led   to   the   main   road,   with   the   animals   pursuing   them   in   triumph.  

Mrs.   Jones   looked   out   of   the   bedroom   window,   saw   what   was   happening,   hurriedly   flung  
a   few   possessions   into   a   carpet   bag,   and   slipped   out   of   the   farm   by   another   way.   Moses   sprang  
off   his   perch   and   flapped   after   her,   croaking   loudly.   Meanwhile   the   animals   had   chased   Jones  
and   his   men   out   on   to   the   road   and   slammed   the   five−barred   gate   behind   them.   And   so,   almost  
before   they   knew   what   was   happening,   the   Rebellion   had   been   successfully   carried   through:  
Jones   was   expelled,   and   the   Manor   Farm   was   theirs.  

For   the   first   few   minutes   the   animals   could   hardly   believe   in   their   good   fortune.   Their   first  
act   was   to   gallop   in   a   body   right   round   the   boundaries   of   the   farm,   as   though   to   make   quite   sure  
that   no   human   being   was   hiding   anywhere   upon   it;   then   they   raced   back   to   the   farm   buildings   to  



wipe   out   the   last   traces   of   Jones's   hated   reign.   The   harness−room   at   the   end   of   the   stables   was  
broken   open;   the   bits,   the   nose−rings,   the   dog−chains,   the   cruel   knives   with   which   Mr.   Jones  
had   been   used   to   castrate   the   pigs   and   lambs,   were   all   flung   down   the   well.   The   reins,   the  
halters,   the   blinkers,   the   degrading   nosebags,   were   thrown   on   to   the   rubbish   fire   which   was  
burning   in   the   yard.   So   were   the   whips.   All   the   animals   capered   with   joy   when   they   saw   the  
whips   going   up   in   flames.   Snowball   also   threw   on   to   the   fire   the   ribbons   with   which   the   horses'  
manes   and   tails   had   usually   been   decorated   on   market   days.  

"Ribbons,"   he   said,   "should   be   considered   as   clothes,   which   are   the   mark   of   a   human  
being.   All   animals   should   go   naked."  

When   Boxer   heard   this   he   fetched   the   small   straw   hat   which   he   wore   in   summer   to   keep  
the   flies   out   of   his   ears,   and   flung   it   on   to   the   fire   with   the   rest.  

In   a   very   little   while   the   animals   had   destroyed   everything   that   reminded   them   of   Mr.  
Jones.   Napoleon   then   led   them   back   to   the   store−shed   and   served   out   a   double   ration   of   corn   to  
everybody,   with   two   biscuits   for   each   dog.   Then   they   sang   Beasts   of   England   from   end   to   end  
seven   times   running,   and   after   that   they   settled   down   for   the   night   and   slept   as   they   had   never  
slept   before.  

But   they   woke   at   dawn   as   usual,   and   suddenly   remembering   the   glorious   thing   that   had  
happened,   they   all   raced   out   into   the   pasture   together.   A   little   way   down   the   pasture   there   was   a  
knoll   that   commanded   a   view   of   most   of   the   farm.   The   animals   rushed   to   the   top   of   it   and   gazed  
round   them   in   the   clear   morning   light.   Yes,   it   was   theirs−everything   that   they   could   see   was  
theirs!   In   the   ecstasy   of   that   thought   they   gambolled   round   and   round,   they   hurled   themselves  
into   the   air   in   great   leaps   of   excitement.   They   rolled   in   the   dew,   they   cropped   mouthfuls   of   the  
sweet   summer   grass,   they   kicked   up   clods   of   the   black   earth   and   snuffed   its   rich   scent.   Then  
they   made   a   tour   of   inspection   of   the   whole   farm   and   surveyed   with   speechless   admiration   the  
ploughland,   the   hayfield,   the   orchard,   the   pool,   the   spinney.   It   was   as   though   they   had   never  
seen   these   things   before,   and   even   now   they   could   hardly   believe   that   it   was   all   their   own.  

Then   they   filed   back   to   the   farm   buildings   and   halted   in   silence   outside   the   door   of   the  
farmhouse.   That   was   theirs   too,   but   they   were   frightened   to   go   inside.   After   a   moment,   however,  
Snowball   and   Napoleon   butted   the   door   open   with   their   shoulders   and   the   animals   entered   in  
single   file,   walking   with   the   utmost   care   for   fear   of   disturbing   anything.   They   tiptoed   from   room   to  
room,   afraid   to   speak   above   a   whisper   and   gazing   with   a   kind   of   awe   at   the   unbelievable   luxury,  
at   the   beds   with   their   feather   mattresses,   the   looking−glasses,   the   horsehair   sofa,   the   Brussels  
carpet,   the   lithograph   of   Queen   Victoria   over   the   drawing−room   mantelpiece.   They   were   lust  
coming   down   the   stairs   when   Mollie   was   discovered   to   be   missing.   Going   back,   the   others   found  
that   she   had   remained   behind   in   the   best   bedroom.   She   had   taken   a   piece   of   blue   ribbon   from  
Mrs.   Jones's   dressing−table,   and   was   holding   it   against   her   shoulder   and   admiring   herself   in   the  
glass   in   a   very   foolish   manner.   The   others   reproached   her   sharply,   and   they   went   outside.   Some  
hams   hanging   in   the   kitchen   were   taken   out   for   burial,   and   the   barrel   of   beer   in   the   scullery   was  
stove   in   with   a   kick   from   Boxer's   hoof,−otherwise   nothing   in   the   house   was   touched.   A  
unanimous   resolution   was   passed   on   the   spot   that   the   farmhouse   should   be   preserved   as   a  
museum.   All   were   agreed   that   no   animal   must   ever   live   there.  

The   animals   had   their   breakfast,   and   then   Snowball   and   Napoleon   called   them   together  
again.  



"Comrades,"   said   Snowball,   "it   is   half−past   six   and   we   have   a   long   day   before   us.   Today  
we   begin   the   hay   harvest.   But   there   is   another   matter   that   must   be   attended   to   first."  

The   pigs   now   revealed   that   during   the   past   three   months   they   had   taught   themselves   to  
read   and   write   from   an   old   spelling   book   which   had   belonged   to   Mr.   Jones's   children   and   which  
had   been   thrown   on   the   rubbish   heap.   Napoleon   sent   for   pots   of   black   and   white   paint   and   led  
the   way   down   to   the   five−barred   gate   that   gave   on   to   the   main   road.   Then   Snowball   (for   it   was  
Snowball   who   was   best   at   writing)   took   a   brush   between   the   two   knuckles   of   his   trotter,   painted  
out   MANOR   FARM   from   the   top   bar   of   the   gate   and   in   its   place   painted   ANIMAL   FARM.   This  
was   to   be   the   name   of   the   farm   from   now   onwards.   After   this   they   went   back   to   the   farm  
buildings,   where   Snowball   and   Napoleon   sent   for   a   ladder   which   they   caused   to   be   set   against  
the   end   wall   of   the   big   barn.   They   explained   that   by   their   studies   of   the   past   three   months   the  
pigs   had   succeeded   in   reducing   the   principles   of   Animalism   to   Seven   Commandments.   These  
Seven   Commandments   would   now   be   inscribed   on   the   wall;   they   would   form   an   unalterable   law  
by   which   all   the   animals   on   Animal   Farm   must   live   for   ever   after.   With   some   difficulty   (for   it   is   not  
easy   for   a   pig   to   balance   himself   on   a   ladder)   Snowball   climbed   up   and   set   to   work,   with  
Squealer   a   few   rungs   below   him   holding   the   paint−pot.   The   Commandments   were   written   on   the  
tarred   wall   in   great   white   letters   that   could   be   read   thirty   yards   away.   They   ran   thus:  
 

THE   SEVEN   COMMANDMENTS  
1.    Whatever   goes   upon   two   legs   is   an   enemy.  
2.    Whatever   goes   upon   four   legs,   or   has   wings,   is   a   friend.   
3.    No   animal   shall   wear   clothes.  
4.    No   animal   shall   sleep   in   a   bed.  
5.    No   animal   shall   drink   alcohol.  
6.    No   animal   shall   kill   any   other   animal.  
7.    All   animals   are   equal.  

 
It   was   very   neatly   written,   and   except   that   "friend"   was   written   "freind"   and   one   of   the  

"S's"   was   the   wrong   way   round,   the   spelling   was   correct   all   the   way   through.   Snowball   read   it  
aloud   for   the   benefit   of   the   others.   All   the   animals   nodded   in   complete   agreement,   and   the  
cleverer   ones   at   once   began   to   learn   the   Commandments   by   heart.  

"Now,   comrades,"   cried   Snowball,   throwing   down   the   paint−brush,   "to   the   hayfield!   Let  
us   make   it   a   point   of   honour   to   get   in   the   harvest   more   quickly   than   Jones   and   his   men   could  
do."  

But   at   this   moment   the   three   cows,   who   had   seemed   uneasy   for   some   time   past,   set   up  
a   loud   lowing.   They   had   not   been   milked   for   twenty−four   hours,   and   their   udders   were   almost  
bursting.   After   a   little   thought,   the   pigs   sent   for   buckets   and   milked   the   cows   fairly   successfully,  
their   trotters   being   well   adapted   to   this   task.   Soon   there   were   five   buckets   of   frothing   creamy  
milk   at   which   many   of   the   animals   looked   with   considerable   interest.  

"What   is   going   to   happen   to   all   that   milk?"   said   someone.  
"Jones   used   sometimes   to   mix   some   of   it   in   our   mash,"   said   one   of   the   hens. 

"Never   mind   the   milk,   comrades!"   cried   Napoleon,   placing   himself   in   front   of   the  



buckets.   "That   will   be   attended   to.   The   harvest   is   more   important.   Comrade   Snowball   will   lead  
the   way.   I   shall   follow   in   a   few   minutes.   Forward,   comrades!   The   hay   is   waiting."  

So   the   animals   trooped   down   to   the   hayfield   to   begin   the   harvest,   and   when   they   came  
back   in   the   evening   it   was   noticed   that   the   milk   had   disappeared.  
 
Lesson   4   -   Distance   Learning  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   —   chapter   2  

TARGET   TASK   

Writing   Prompt  

What   specific   events   or   lines   of   dialogue   in   this   chapter   reveal   Snowball   and   Napoleon   as   the  
emerging   leaders   of    Animal   Farm ?   Select   at   least   three   details   and   provide   textual   evidence   to  
support   your   answer.   Be   sure   to   explain   how   each   example   demonstrates   their   leadership.  

KEY   QUESTIONS   
● What   is   the   effect   of   Old   Major’s   death?   Support   your   answer   with   at   least    two    pieces   of  

evidence   from   the   text.  
● What   event   is   the   ultimate   catalyst   for   the   revolution?   Support   your   answer   with   at   least  

two    pieces   of   evidence   from   the   text.  
● Boxer   is   said   to   have   “fetched   the   small   straw   hat   which   he   wore   in   summer   to   keep   the  

flies   out   of   his   hears,   and   flung   it   on   the   fire   with   the   rest.”   What   does   this   reveal   about   his  
character?  

● What   is   your   reaction   to   the   Seven   Commandments?   Do   these   seem   reasonable   and   fair?  
● What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    in   today’s  

reading   and   the   Russian   Revolution?  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   
Standard   and   Literary   Concepts   

● One   of   the   most   important   ways   to   learn   about   characters   in   a   text   is   to   observe   the  
way   they   react   to   other   people   and   incidents   in   the   world   around   them.   Effective  
readers   can   draw   conclusions   about   the   character,   and   often   about   human   nature   more  
generally.  



● Good   authors   work   to   make   the   characters   in   their   texts   interesting,   dynamic,   and  
relatable   for   the   reader.   Fully   developed   characters   don't   stay   exactly   the   same   as   the  
plot   develops;   they   change   and   grow   in   response   to   plot   events   and   other   characters.  

● Early   in   the   text,   it   is   important   to   pay   close   attention   to   what   a   character   says   and   does  
in   order   to   learn   about   a   character’s   traits   and   personality.   Paying   close   attention   to  
what   a   character   says   and   does   at   the   beginning   of   a   text   sets   the   reader   up   to   notice  
changes   when   they   occur   as   the   plot   unfolds.  

Notes   

● Students   should   continue   to   work   on   their   character   charts,   particularly   related   to   the  
pigs.  

● It   can   be   useful   to   list   the   Seven   Commandments   so   that   students   can   track   changes   in  
the   commandments   as   the   text   progresses.  

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Reading   Standards   for   Literature  

● RL.8.3     —     Analyze   how   particular   lines   of   dialogue   or   incidents   in   a   story   or   drama   propel   the  
action,   reveal   aspects   of   a   character,   or   provoke   a   decision.   

  



Lesson   5   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  

III  

HOW   they   toiled   and   sweated   to   get   the   hay   in!   But   their   efforts   were   rewarded,   for   the  
harvest   was   an   even   bigger   success   than   they   had   hoped.  

Sometimes   the   work   was   hard;   the   implements   had   been   designed   for   human   beings  
and   not   for   animals,   and   it   was   a   great   drawback   that   no   animal   was   able   to   use   any   tool   that  
involved   standing   on   his   hind   legs.   But   the   pigs   were   so   clever   that   they   could   think   of   a   way  
round   every   difficulty.   As   for   the   horses,   they   knew   every   inch   of   the   field,   and   in   fact   understood  
the   business   of   mowing   and   raking   far   better   than   Jones   and   his   men   had   ever   done.   The   pigs  
did   not   actually   work,   but   directed   and   supervised   the   others.   With   their   superior   knowledge   it  
was   natural   that   they   should   assume   the   leadership.   Boxer   and   Clover   would   harness  
themselves   to   the   cutter   or   the   horse−rake   (no   bits   or   reins   were   needed   in   these   days,   of  
course)   and   tramp   steadily   round   and   round   the   field   with   a   pig   walking   behind   and   calling   out  
"Gee   up,   comrade!"   or   "Whoa   back,   comrade!"   as   the   case   might   be.   And   every   animal   down   to  
the   humblest   worked   at   turning   the   hay   and   gathering   it.   Even   the   ducks   and   hens   toiled   to   and  
fro   all   day   in   the   sun,   carrying   tiny   wisps   of   hay   in   their   beaks.   In   the   end   they   finished   the  
harvest   in   two   days'   less   time   than   it   had   usually   taken   Jones   and   his   men.   Moreover,   it   was   the  
biggest   harvest   that   the   farm   had   ever   seen.   There   was   no   wastage   whatever;   the   hens   and  
ducks   with   their   sharp   eyes   had   gathered   up   the   very   last   stalk.   And   not   an   animal   on   the   farm  
had   stolen   so   much   as   a   mouthful.  

All   through   that   summer   the   work   of   the   farm   went   like   clockwork.   The   animals   were  
happy   as   they   had   never   conceived   it   possible   to   be.   Every   mouthful   of   food   was   an   acute  
positive   pleasure,   now   that   it   was   truly   their   own   food,   produced   by   themselves   and   for  
themselves,   not   doled   out   to   them   by   a   grudging   master.   With   the   worthless   parasitical   human  
beings   gone,   there   was   more   for   everyone   to   eat.   There   was   more   leisure   too,   inexperienced  
though   the   animals   were.   They   met   with   many   difficulties−for   instance,   later   in   the   year,   when  
they   harvested   the   corn,   they   had   to   tread   it   out   in   the   ancient   style   and   blow   away   the   chaff  
with   their   breath,   since   the   farm   possessed   no   threshing   machine−but   the   pigs   with   their  
cleverness   and   Boxer   with   his   tremendous   muscles   always   pulled   them   through.   Boxer   was   the  
admiration   of   everybody.   He   had   been   a   hard   worker   even   in   Jones's   time,   but   now   he   seemed  
more   like   three   horses   than   one;   there   were   days   when   the   entire   work   of   the   farm   seemed   to  
rest   on   his   mighty   shoulders.   From   morning   to   night   he   was   pushing   and   pulling,   always   at   the  
spot   where   the   work   was   hardest.   He   had   made   an   arrangement   with   one   of   the   cockerels   to  
call   him   in   the   mornings   half   an   hour   earlier   than   anyone   else,   and   would   put   in   some   volunteer  
labour   at   whatever   seemed   to   be   most   needed,   before   the   regular   day's   work   began.   His  
answer   to   every   problem,   every   setback,   was   "I   will   work   harder!"−which   he   had   adopted   as   his  
personal   motto.  



But   everyone   worked   according   to   his   capacity   The   hens   and   ducks,   for   instance,   saved  
five   bushels   of   corn   at   the   harvest   by   gathering   up   the   stray   grains.   Nobody   stole,   nobody  
grumbled   over   his   rations,   the   quarrelling   and   biting   and   jealousy   which   had   been   normal  
features   of   life   in   the   old   days   had   almost   disappeared.   Nobody   shirked−or   almost   nobody.  
Mollie,   it   was   true,   was   not   good   at   getting   up   in   the   mornings,   and   had   a   way   of   leaving   work  
early   on   the   ground   that   there   was   a   stone   in   her   hoof.   And   the   behaviour   of   the   cat   was  
somewhat   peculiar.   It   was   soon   noticed   that   when   there   was   work   to   be   done   the   cat   could  
never   be   found.   She   would   vanish   for   hours   on   end,   and   then   reappear   at   meal−times,   or   in   the  
evening   after   work   was   over,   as   though   nothing   had   happened.   But   she   always   made   such  
excellent   excuses,   and   purred   so   affectionately,   that   it   was   impossible   not   to   believe   in   her   good  
intentions.   Old   Benjamin,   the   donkey,   seemed   quite   unchanged   since   the   Rebellion.   He   did   his  
work   in   the   same   slow   obstinate   way   as   he   had   done   it   in   Jones's   time,   never   shirking   and   never  
volunteering   for   extra   work   either.   About   the   Rebellion   and   its   results   he   would   express   no  
opinion.   When   asked   whether   he   was   not   happier   now   that   Jones   was   gone,   he   would   say   only  
"Donkeys   live   a   long   time.   None   of   you   has   ever   seen   a   dead   donkey,"   and   the   others   had   to   be  
content   with   this   cryptic   answer.  

On   Sundays   there   was   no   work.   Breakfast   was   an   hour   later   than   usual,   and   after  
breakfast   there   was   a   ceremony   which   was   observed   every   week   without   fail.   First   came   the  
hoisting   of   the   flag.   Snowball   had   found   in   the   harness−room   an   old   green   tablecloth   of   Mrs.  
Jones's   and   had   painted   on   it   a   hoof   and   a   horn   in   white.   This   was   run   up   the   flagstaff   in   the  
farmhouse   garden   every   Sunday   8,   morning.   The   flag   was   green,   Snowball   explained,   to  
represent   the   green   fields   of   England,   while   the   hoof   and   horn   signified   the   future   Republic   of  
the   Animals   which   would   arise   when   the   human   race   had   been   finally   overthrown.   After   the  
hoisting   of   the   flag   all   the   animals   trooped   into   the   big   barn   for   a   general   assembly   which   was  
known   as   the   Meeting.   Here   the   work   of   the   coming   week   was   planned   out   and   resolutions   were  
put   forward   and   debated.   It   was   always   the   pigs   who   put   forward   the   resolutions.   The   other  
animals   understood   how   to   vote,   but   could   never   think   of   any   resolutions   of   their   own.   Snowball  
and   Napoleon   were   by   far   the   most   active   in   the   debates.   But   it   was   noticed   that   these   two   were  
never   in   agreement:   whatever   suggestion   either   of   them   made,   the   other   could   be   counted   on   to  
oppose   it.   Even   when   it   was   resolved−a   thing   no   one   could   object   to   in   itself−to   set   aside   the  
small   paddock   behind   the   orchard   as   a   home   of   rest   for   animals   who   were   past   work,   there   was  
a   stormy   debate   over   the   correct   retiring   age   for   each   class   of   animal.   The   Meeting   always  
ended   with   the   singing   of    Beasts   of   England ,   and   the   afternoon   was   given   up   to   recreation.  

The   pigs   had   set   aside   the   harness−room   as   a   headquarters   for   themselves.   Here,   in   the  
evenings,   they   studied   blacksmithing,   carpentering,   and   other   necessary   arts   from   books   which  
they   had   brought   out   of   the   farmhouse.   Snowball   also   busied   himself   with   organising   the   other  
animals   into   what   he   called   Animal   Committees.   He   was   indefatigable   at   this.   He   formed   the  
Egg   Production   Committee   for   the   hens,   the   Clean   Tails   League   for   the   cows,   the   Wild  
Comrades'   Re−education   Committee   (the   object   of   this   was   to   tame   the   rats   and   rabbits),   the  
Whiter   Wool   Movement   for   the   sheep,   and   various   others,   besides   instituting   classes   in   reading  
and   writing.   On   the   whole,   these   projects   were   a   failure.   The   attempt   to   tame   the   wild   creatures,  
for   instance,   broke   down   almost   immediately.   They   continued   to   behave   very   much   as   before,  



and   when   treated   with   generosity,   simply   took   advantage   of   it.   The   cat   joined   the   Re−education  
Committee   and   was   very   active   in   it   for   some   days.   She   was   seen   one   day   sitting   on   a   roof   and  
talking   to   some   sparrows   who   were   just   out   of   her   reach.   She   was   telling   them   that   all   animals  
were   now   comrades   and   that   any   sparrow   who   chose   could   come   and   perch   on   her   paw;   but  
the   sparrows   kept   their   distance.  

The   reading   and   writing   classes,   however,   were   a   great   success.   By   the   autumn   almost  
every   animal   on   the   farm   was   literate   in   some   degree.  

As   for   the   pigs,   they   could   already   read   and   write   perfectly.   The   dogs   learned   to   read  
fairly   well,   but   were   not   interested   in   reading   anything   except   the   Seven   Commandments.  
Muriel,   the   goat,   could   read   somewhat   better   than   the   dogs,   and   sometimes   used   to   read   to   the  
others   in   the   evenings   from   scraps   of   newspaper   which   she   found   on   the   rubbish   heap.  
Benjamin   could   read   as   well   as   any   pig,   but   never   exercised   his   faculty.   So   far   as   he   knew,   he  
said,   there   was   nothing   worth   reading.   Clover   learnt   the   whole   alphabet,   but   could   not   put   words  
together.   Boxer   could   not   get   beyond   the   letter   D.   He   would   trace   out   A,   B,   C,   D,   in   the   dust   with  
his   great   hoof,   and   then   would   stand   staring   at   the   letters   with   his   ears   back,   sometimes   shaking  
his   forelock,   trying   with   all   his   might   to   remember   what   came   next   and   never   succeeding.   On  
several   occasions,   indeed,   he   did   learn   E,   F,   G,   H,   but   by   the   time   he   knew   them,   it   was   always  
discovered   that   he   had   forgotten   A,   B,   C,   and   D.   Finally   he   decided   to   be   content   with   the   first  
four   letters,   and   used   to   write   them   out   once   or   twice   every   day   to   refresh   his   memory.   Mollie  
refused   to   learn   any   but   the   six   letters   which   spelt   her   own   name.   She   would   form   these   very  
neatly   out   of   pieces   of   twig,   and   would   then   decorate   them   with   a   flower   or   two   and   walk   round  
them   admiring   them.  
None   of   the   other   animals   on   the   farm   could   get   further   than   the   letter   A.   It   was   also   found   that  
the   stupider   animals,   such   as   the   sheep,   hens,   and   ducks,   were   unable   to   learn   the   Seven  
Commandments   by   heart.   After   much   thought   Snowball   declared   that   the   Seven  
Commandments   could   in   effect   be   reduced   to   a   single   maxim,   namely:   "Four   legs   good,   two  
legs   bad."   This,   he   said,   contained   the   essential   principle   of   Animalism.   Whoever   had  
thoroughly   grasped   it   would   be   safe   from   human   influences.   The   birds   at   first   objected,   since   it  
seemed   to   them   that   they   also   had   two   legs,   but   Snowball   proved   to   them   that   this   was   not   so.  
 

"A   bird's   wing,   comrades,"   he   said,   "is   an   organ   of   propulsion   and   not   of   manipulation.   It  
should   therefore   be   regarded   as   a   leg.   The   distinguishing   mark   of   man   is   the   hand,   the  
instrument   with   which   he   does   all   his   mischief."  

The   birds   did   not   understand   Snowball's   long   words,   but   they   accepted   his   explanation,  
and   all   the   humbler   animals   set   to   work   to   learn   the   new   maxim   by   heart.    FOUR   LEGS   GOOD,   TWO  

LEGS   BAD ,   was   inscribed   on   the   end   wall   of   the   barn,   above   the   Seven   Commandments   and   in  
bigger   letters   When   they   had   once   got   it   by   heart,   the   sheep   developed   a   great   liking   for   this  
maxim,   and   often   as   they   lay   in   the   field   they   would   all   start   bleating   "Four   legs   good,   two   legs  
bad!   Four   legs   good,   two   legs   bad!"   and   keep   it   up   for   hours   on   end,   never   growing   tired   of   it.  

Napoleon   took   no   interest   in   Snowball's   committees.   He   said   that   the   education   of   the  
young   was   more   important   than   anything   that   could   be   done   for   those   who   were   already   grown  
up.   It   happened   that   Jessie   and   Bluebell   had   both   whelped   soon   after   the   hay   harvest,   giving  
birth   between   them   to   nine   sturdy   puppies.   As   soon   as   they   were   weaned,   Napoleon   took   them  



away   from   their   mothers,   saying   that   he   would   make   himself   responsible   for   their   education.   He  
took   them   up   into   a   loft   which   could   only   be   reached   by   a   ladder   from   the   harness−room,   and  
there   kept   them   in   such   seclusion   that   the   rest   of   the   farm   soon   forgot   their   existence.  

The   mystery   of   where   the   milk   went   to   was   soon   cleared   up.   It   was   mixed   every   day   into  
the   pigs'   mash.   The   early   apples   were   now   ripening,   and   the   grass   of   the   orchard   was   littered  
with   windfalls.   The   animals   had   assumed   as   a   matter   of   course   that   these   would   be   shared   out  
equally;   one   day,   however,   the   order   went   forth   that   all   the   windfalls   were   to   be   collected   and  
brought   to   the   harness−room   for   the   use   of   the   pigs.   At   this   some   of   the   other   animals  
murmured,   but   it   was   no   use.   All   the   pigs   were   in   full   agreement   on   this   point,   even   Snowball  
and   Napoleon.   Squealer   was   sent   to   make   the   necessary   explanations   to   the   others.  

"Comrades!"   he   cried.   "You   do   not   imagine,   I   hope,   that   we   pigs   are   doing   this   in   a   spirit  
of   selfishness   and   privilege?   Many   of   us   actually   dislike   milk   and   apples.   I   dislike   them   myself.  
Our   sole   object   in   taking   these   things   is   to   preserve   our   health.   Milk   and   apples   (this   has   been  
proved   by   Science,   comrades)   contain   substances   absolutely   necessary   to   the   well−being   of   a  
pig.   We   pigs   are   brainworkers.   The   whole   management   and   organisation   of   this   farm   depend   on  
us.   Day   and   night   we   are   watching   over   your   welfare.   It   is   for   your   sake   that   we   drink   that   milk  
and   eat   those   apples.   Do   you   know   what   would   happen   if   we   pigs   failed   in   our   duty?   Jones  
would   come   back!   Yes,   Jones   would   come   back!   Surely,   comrades,"   cried   Squealer   almost  
pleadingly,   skipping   from   side   to   side   and   whisking   his   tail,   "surely   there   is   no   one   among   you  
who   wants   to   see   Jones   come   back?"  

Now   if   there   was   one   thing   that   the   animals   were   completely   certain   of,   it   was   that   they  
did   not   want   Jones   back.   When   it   was   put   to   them   in   this   light,   they   had   no   more   to   say.   The  
importance   of   keeping   the   pigs   in   good   health   was   all   too   obvious.   So   it   was   agreed   without  
further   argument   that   the   milk   and   the   windfall   apples   (and   also   the   main   crop   of   apples   when  
they   ripened)   should   be   reserved   for   the   pigs   alone.  

IV  

B Y   THE    late   summer   the   news   of   what   had   happened   on   Animal   Farm   had   spread   across  
half   the   county.   Every   day   Snowball   and   Napoleon   sent   out   flights   of   pigeons   whose   instructions  
were   to   mingle   with   the   animals   on   neighbouring   farms,   tell   them   the   story   of   the   Rebellion,   and  
teach   them   the   tune   of    Beasts   of   England .  

Most   of   this   time   Mr.   Jones   had   spent   sitting   in   the   taproom   of   the   Red   Lion   at  
Willingdon,   complaining   to   anyone   who   would   listen   of   the   monstrous   injustice   he   had   suffered  
in   being   turned   out   of   his   property   by   a   pack   of   good−for−nothing   animals.   The   other   farmers  
sympathised   in   principle,   but   they   did   not   at   first   give   him   much   help.   At   heart,   each   of   them   was  
secretly   wondering   whether   he   could   not   somehow   turn   Jones's   misfortune   to   his   own  
advantage.   It   was   lucky   that   the   owners   of   the   two   farms   which   adjoined   Animal   Farm   were   on  
permanently   bad   terms.   One   of   them,   which   was   named   Foxwood,   was   a   large,   neglected,  
old−fashioned   farm,   much   overgrown   by   woodland,   with   all   its   pastures   worn   out   and   its   hedges  
in   a   disgraceful   condition.   Its   owner,   Mr.   Pilkington,   was   an   easy−going   gentleman   farmer   who  
spent   most   of   his   time   in   fishing   or   hunting   according   to   the   season.   The   other   farm,   which   was  
called   Pinchfield,   was   smaller   and   better   kept.   Its   owner   was   a   Mr.   Frederick,   a   tough,   shrewd  



man,   perpetually   involved   in   lawsuits   and   with   a   name   for   driving   hard   bargains.   These   two  
disliked   each   other   so   much   that   it   was   difficult   for   them   to   come   to   any   agreement,   even   in  
defence   of   their   own   interests.  

Nevertheless,   they   were   both   thoroughly   frightened   by   the   rebellion   on   Animal   Farm,   and  
very   anxious   to   prevent   their   own   animals   from   learning   too   much   about   it.   At   first   they  
pretended   to   laugh   to   scorn   the   idea   of   animals   managing   a   farm   for   themselves.   The   whole  
thing   would   be   over   in   a   fortnight,   they   said.   They   put   it   about   that   the   animals   on   the   Manor  
Farm   (they   insisted   on   calling   it   the   Manor   Farm;   they   would   not   tolerate   the   name   "Animal  
Farm")   were   perpetually   fighting   among   themselves   and   were   also   rapidly   starving   to   death.  
When   time   passed   and   the   animals   had   evidently   not   starved   to   death,   Frederick   and   Pilkington  
changed   their   tune   and   began   to   talk   of   the   terrible   wickedness   that   now   flourished   on   Animal  
Farm.   It   was   given   out   that   the   animals   there   practised   cannibalism,   tortured   one   another   with  
red−hot   horseshoes,   and   had   their   females   in   common.   This   was   what   came   of   rebelling   against  
the   laws   of   Nature,   Frederick   and   Pilkington   said.  

However,   these   stories   were   never   fully   believed.   Rumours   of   a   wonderful   farm,   where  
the   human   beings   had   been   turned   out   and   the   animals   managed   their   own   affairs,   continued   to  
circulate   in   vague   and   distorted   forms,   and   throughout   that   year   a   wave   of   rebelliousness   ran  
through   the   countryside.   Bulls   which   had   always   been   tractable   suddenly   turned   savage,   sheep  
broke   down   hedges   and   devoured   the   clover,   cows   kicked   the   pail   over,   hunters   refused   their  
fences   and   shot   their   riders   on   to   the   other   side.   Above   all,   the   tune   and   even   the   words   of  
Beasts   of   England   were   known   everywhere.   It   had   spread   with   astonishing   speed.   The   human  
beings   could   not   contain   their   rage   when   they   heard   this   song,   though   they   pretended   to   think   it  
merely   ridiculous.   They   could   not   understand,   they   said,   how   even   animals   could   bring  
themselves   to   sing   such   contemptible   rubbish.   Any   animal   caught   singing   it   was   given   a   flogging  
on   the   spot.   And   yet   the   song   was   irrepressible.   The   blackbirds   whistled   it   in   the   hedges,   the  
pigeons   cooed   it   in   the   elms,   it   got   into   the   din   of   the   smithies   and   the   tune   of   the   church   bells.  
And   when   the   human   beings   listened   to   it,   they   secretly   trembled,   hearing   in   it   a   prophecy   of  
their   future   doom.  

Early   in   October,   when   the   corn   was   cut   and   stacked   and   some   of   it   was   already  
threshed,   a   flight   of   pigeons   came   whirling   through   the   air   and   alighted   in   the   yard   of   Animal  
Farm   in   the   wildest   excitement.   Jones   and   all   his   men,   with   half   a   dozen   others   from   Foxwood  
and   Pinchfield,   had   entered   the   five−barred   gate   and   were   coming   up   the   cart−track   that   led   to  
the   farm.   They   were   all   carrying   sticks,   except   Jones,   who   was   marching   ahead   with   a   gun   in  
his   hands.   Obviously   they   were   going   to   attempt   the   recapture   of   the   farm.  

This   had   long   been   expected,   and   all   preparations   had   been   made.   Snowball,   who   had  
studied   an   old   book   of   Julius   Caesar's   campaigns   which   he   had   found   in   the   farmhouse,   was   in  
charge   of   the   defensive   operations.   He   gave   his   orders   quickly,   and   in   a   couple   of   minutes   every  
animal   was   at   his   post.  

As   the   human   beings   approached   the   farm   buildings,   Snowball   launched   his   first   attack.  
All   the   pigeons,   to   the   number   of   thirty−five,   flew   to   and   fro   over   the   men's   heads   and   muted  
upon   them   from   mid−air;   and   while   the   men   were   dealing   with   this,   the   geese,   who   had   been  
hiding   behind   the   hedge,   rushed   out   and   pecked   viciously   at   the   calves   of   their   legs.   However,  
this   was   only   a   light   skirmishing   manoeuvre,   intended   to   create   a   little   disorder,   and   the   men  



easily   drove   the   geese   off   with   their   sticks.   Snowball   now   launched   his   second   line   of   attack.  
Muriel,   Benjamin,   and   all   the   sheep,   with   Snowball   at   the   head   of   them,   rushed   forward   and  
prodded   and   butted   the   men   from   every   side,   while   Benjamin   turned   around   and   lashed   at   them  
with   his   small   hoofs.   But   once   again   the   men,   with   their   sticks   and   their   hobnailed   boots,   were  
too   strong   for   them;   and   suddenly,   at   a   squeal   from   Snowball,   which   was   the   signal   for   retreat,  
all   the   animals   turned   and   fled   through   the   gateway   into   the   yard.  

The   men   gave   a   shout   of   triumph.   They   saw,   as   they   imagined,   their   enemies   in   flight,  
and   they   rushed   after   them   in   disorder.   This   was   just   what   Snowball   had   intended.   As   soon   as  
they   were   well   inside   the   yard,   the   three   horses,   the   three   cows,   and   the   rest   of   the   pigs,   who  
had   been   lying   in   ambush   in   the   cowshed,   suddenly   emerged   in   their   rear,   cutting   them   off.  
Snowball   now   gave   the   signal   for   the   charge.   He   himself   dashed   straight   for   Jones.   Jones   saw  
him   coming,   raised   his   gun   and   fired.   The   pellets   scored   bloody   streaks   along   Snowball's   back,  
and   a   sheep   dropped   dead.   Without   halting   for   an   instant,   Snowball   flung   his   fifteen   stone  
against   Jones's   legs.   Jones   was   hurled   into   a   pile   of   dung   and   his   gun   flew   out   of   his   hands.   But  
the   most   terrifying   spectacle   of   all   was   Boxer,   rearing   up   on   his   hind   legs   and   striking   out   with  
his   great   iron−shod   hoofs   like   a   stallion.   His   very   first   blow   took   a   stable−lad   from   Foxwood   on  
the   skull   and   stretched   him   lifeless   in   the   mud.   At   the   sight,   several   men   dropped   their   sticks  
and   tried   to   run.   Panic   overtook   them,   and   the   next   moment   all   the   animals   together   were  
chasing   them   round   and   round   the   yard.   They   were   gored,   kicked,   bitten,   trampled   on.   There  
was   not   an   animal   on   the   farm   that   did   not   take   vengeance   on   them   after   his   own   fashion.   Even  
the   cat   suddenly   leapt   off   a   roof   onto   a   cowman's   shoulders   and   sank   her   claws   in   his   neck,   at  
which   he   yelled   horribly.   At   a   moment   when   the   opening   was   clear,   the   men   were   glad   enough  
to   rush   out   of   the   yard   and   make   a   bolt   for   the   main   road.   And   so   within   five   minutes   of   their  
invasion   they   were   in   ignominious   retreat   by   the   same   way   as   they   had   come,   with   a   flock   of  
geese   hissing   after   them   and   pecking   at   their   calves   all   the   way.  

All   the   men   were   gone   except   one.   Back   in   the   yard   Boxer   was   pawing   with   his   hoof   at  
the   stable−lad   who   lay   face   down   in   the   mud,   trying   to   turn   him   over.   The   boy   did   not   stir.  

"He   is   dead,"   said   Boxer   sorrowfully.   "I   had   no   intention   of   doing   that.   I   forgot   that   I   was  
wearing   iron   shoes.   Who   will   believe   that   I   did   not   do   this   on   purpose?"  

"No   sentimentality,   comrade!"   cried   Snowball   from   whose   wounds   the   blood   was   still  
dripping.   "War   is   war.   The   only   good   human   being   is   a   dead   one."  

"I   have   no   wish   to   take   life,   not   even   human   life,"   repeated   Boxer,   and   his   eyes   were   full  
of   tears.   "Where   is   Mollie?"   exclaimed   somebody.  

Mollie   in   fact   was   missing.   For   a   moment   there   was   great   alarm;   it   was   feared   that   the  
men   might   have   harmed   her   in   some   way,   or   even   carried   her   off   with   them.   In   the   end,  
however,   she   was   found   hiding   in   her   stall   with   her   head   buried   among   the   hay   in   the   manger.  
She   had   taken   to   flight   as   soon   as   the   gun   went   off.   And   when   the   others   came   back   from  
looking   for   her,   it   was   to   find   that   the   stable−lad,   who   in   fact   was   only   stunned,   had   already  
recovered   and   made   off.  

The   animals   had   now   reassembled   in   the   wildest   excitement,   each   recounting   his   own  
exploits   in   the   battle   at   the   top   of   his   voice.   An   impromptu   celebration   of   the   victory   was   held  
immediately.   The   flag   was   run   up   and    Beasts   of   England    was   sung   a   number   of   times,   then   the  
sheep   who   had   been   killed   was   given   a   solemn   funeral,   a   hawthorn   bush   being   planted   on   her  



grave.   At   the   graveside   Snowball   made   a   little   speech,   emphasising   the   need   for   all   animals   to  
be   ready   to   die   for   Animal   Farm   if   need   be.  

The   animals   decided   unanimously   to   create   a   military   decoration,   "Animal   Hero,   First  
Class,"   which   was   conferred   there   and   then   on   Snowball   and   Boxer.   It   consisted   of   a   brass  
medal   (they   were   really   some   old   horse−brasses   which   had   been   found   in   the   harness−room),  
to   be   worn   on   Sundays   and   holidays.   There   was   also   "Animal   Hero,   Second   Class,"   which   was  
conferred   posthumously   on   the   dead   sheep.  

There   was   much   discussion   as   to   what   the   battle   should   be   called.   In   the   end,   it   was  
named   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed,   since   that   was   where   the   ambush   had   been   sprung.   Mr.  
Jones's   gun   had   been   found   lying   in   the   mud,   and   it   was   known   that   there   was   a   supply   of  
cartridges   in   the   farmhouse.   It   was   decided   to   set   the   gun   up   at   the   foot   of   the   Flagstaff,   like   a  
piece   of   artillery,   and   to   fire   it   twice   a   year−once   on   October   the   twelfth,   the   anniversary   of   the  
Battle   of   the   Cowshed,   and   once   on   Midsummer   Day,   the   anniversary   of   the   Rebellion.   
 

OBJECTIVE  
Explain   the   impact   of   specific   words   on   tone   and   identify   examples   of    propaganda    [ Information,  
especially   of   a   biased   or   misleading   nature,   used   to   promote   or   publicize   a   particular   political  
cause   or   point   of   view]    in    Animal   Farm.  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   —   chapters   3   and   4   

Writing   Prompt  

How   does   Squealer   use   the   propaganda   technique   of   fear   in   his   speech   on   pages   11?   Provide   at  
least   one   piece   of   quoted   textual   evidence   and   explain   how   it   demonstrates   this   technique.  

KEY   QUESTIONS   
● What   words   does   the   narrator   use   to   describe   the   pigs   in   Chapter   3   paragraph   2?   How   do  

the   connotations   of   these   words   compare   to   the   way   human   beings   are   described   in  
paragraph   3?   Provide   specific   words   and   phrases   from   the   text.  

● Where   in   the   text   do   we   see   the   use   of   slogans?   What   is   the   impact   of   the   use   of   slogans?  
Provide   evidence   from   the   text.  

● How   is   the   use   of   the   word   “comrade”   an   example   of   the   “plain   folks”   propaganda  
technique?  

● Why   don’t   the   animals   question   the   way   the   pigs   are   behaving?  



● What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of   Animal   Farm   and   the  
Russian   Revolution?  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   
Standard   and   Literary   Concepts   

● Propaganda:   Information,   especially   of   a   biased   or   misleading   nature,   used   to   promote  
or   publicize   a   particular   political   cause   or   point   of   view.  

● A   wide   range   of   materials   and   media   are   used   for   conveying   propaganda   messages:  
including   paintings,   cartoons,   posters,   pamphlets,   films,   radio   shows,   TV   shows,   and  
websites.  

● Types   of   Propaganda   (there   are   others,   though   these   are   the   most   commonly   seen   in  
Animal   Farm ):  

○ Bandwagon:   Attempts   to   persuade   the   target   audience   to   join   in   and   take   the  
course   of   action   that   "everyone   else”   is   taking.  

○ Demonizing   the   Enemy:   Makes   individuals   who   support   the   opposing   viewpoint  
appear   to   be   subhuman,   criminal,   or   immoral.  

○ Fear:   Seeks   to   build   support   by   instilling   anxieties   and   panic   in   the   general  
population.  

○ Plain   Folks:   Presents   political   leaders   as   being   just   like   the   average   person,  
through   speech,   clothing,   or   behaviors.  

○ Slogans:   A   slogan   is   a   brief,   striking   phrase   that   may   include   labeling   and  
stereotyping.  

Notes   

● Because   the   assigned   reading   for   today’s   lesson   is   relatively   long,   the   primary   focus  
will   be   on   chapter   3.  

● Keep   track   of   the   new   human   characters   introduced   today,   as   they   will   be   significant   as  
the   text   progresses.  

Core   Standards   -     Reading   Standards   for   Literature  

● RL.8.4     —     Determine   the   meaning   of   words   and   phrases   as   they   are   used   in   a   text,   including  
figurative   and   connotative   meanings;   analyze   the   impact   of   specific   word   choices   on   meaning  
and   tone,   including   analogies   or   allusions   to   other   texts.   

  



Lesson   6   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 

V  
 

AS   WINTER   drew   on,   Mollie   became   more   and   more   troublesome.   She   was   late   for  
work   every   morning   and   excused   herself   by   saying   that   she   had   overslept,   and   she   complained  
of   mysterious   pains,   although   her   appetite   was   excellent.   On   every   kind   of   pretext   she   would   run  
away   from   work   and   go   to   the   drinking   pool,   where   she   would   stand   foolishly   gazing   at   her   own  
reflection   in   the   water.   But   there   were   also   rumours   of   something   more   serious.   One   day,   as  
Mollie   strolled   blithely   into   the   yard,   flirting   her   long   tail   and   chewing   at   a   stalk   of   hay,   Clover  
took   her   aside.  

"Mollie,"   she   said,   "I   have   something   very   serious   to   say   to   you.   This   morning   I   saw   you  
looking   over   the   hedge   that   divides   Animal   Farm   from   Foxwood.   One   of   Mr.   Pilkington's   men  
was   standing   on   the   other   side   of   the   hedge.   And−I   was   a   long   way   away,   but   I   am   almost  
certain   I   saw   this−he   was   talking   to   you   and   you   were   allowing   him   to   stroke   your   nose.   What  
does   that   mean,   Mollie?"  

"He   didn't!   I   wasn't!   It   isn't   true!"   cried   Mollie,   beginning   to   prance   about   and   paw   the  
ground.  

"Mollie!   Look   me   in   the   face.   Do   you   give   me   your   word   of   honour   that   that   man   was   not  
stroking   your   nose?"  

"It   isn't   true!"   repeated   Mollie,   but   she   could   not   look   Clover   in   the   face,   and   the   next  
moment   she   took   to   her   heels   and   galloped   away   into   the   field.  

A   thought   struck   Clover.   Without   saying   anything   to   the   others,   she   went   to   Mollie's   stall  
and   turned   over   the   straw   with   her   hoof.   Hidden   under   the   straw   was   a   little   pile   of   lump   sugar  
and   several   bunches   of   ribbon   of   different   colours.  

Three   days   later   Mollie   disappeared.   For   some   weeks   nothing   was   known   of   her  
whereabouts,   then   the   pigeons   reported   that   they   had   seen   her   on   the   other   side   of   Willingdon.  
She   was   between   the   shafts   of   a   smart   dogcart   painted   red   and   black,   which   was   standing  
outside   a   public−house.   A   fat   red−faced   man   in   check   breeches   and   gaiters,   who   looked   like   a  
publican,   was   stroking   her   nose   and   feeding   her   with   sugar.   Her   coat   was   newly   clipped   and   she  
wore   a   scarlet   ribbon   round   her   forelock.   She   appeared   to   be   enjoying   herself,   so   the   pigeons  
said.   None   of   the   animals   ever   mentioned   Mollie   again.  

In   January   there   came   bitterly   hard   weather.   The   earth   was   like   iron,   and   nothing   could  
be   done   in   the   fields.   Many   meetings   were   held   in   the   big   barn,   and   the   pigs   occupied  
themselves   with   planning   out   the   work   of   the   coming   season.   It   had   come   to   be   accepted   that  
the   pigs,   who   were   manifestly   cleverer   than   the   other   animals,   should   decide   all   questions   of  
farm   policy,   though   their   decisions   had   to   be   ratified   by   a   majority   vote.   This   arrangement   would  
have   worked   well   enough   if   it   had   not   been   for   the   disputes   between   Snowball   and   Napoleon.  
These   two   disagreed   at   every   point   where   disagreement   was   possible.   If   one   of   them   suggested  
sowing   a   bigger   acreage   with   barley,   the   other   was   certain   to   demand   a   bigger   acreage   of   oats,  
and   if   one   of   them   said   that   such   and   such   a   field   was   just   right   for   cabbages,   the   other   would  
declare   that   it   was   useless   for   anything   except   roots.   Each   had   his   own   following,   and   there  



were   some   violent   debates.   At   the   Meetings   Snowball   often   won   over   the   majority   by   his   brilliant  
speeches,   but   Napoleon   was   better   at   canvassing   support   for   himself   in   between   times.   He   was  
especially   successful   with   the   sheep.   Of   late   the   sheep   had   taken   to   bleating   "Four   legs   good,  
two   legs   bad"   both   in   and   out   of   season,   and   they   often   interrupted   the   Meeting   with   this.   It   was  
noticed   that   they   were   especially   liable   to   break   into   "Four   legs   good,   two   legs   bad"   at   crucial  
moments   in   Snowball's   speeches.   Snowball   had   made   a   close   study   of   some   back   numbers   of  
the   Farmer   and   Stockbreeder   which   he   had   found   in   the   farmhouse,   and   was   full   of   plans   for  
innovations   and   improvements.   He   talked   learnedly   about   field   drains,   silage,   and   basic   slag,  
and   had   worked   out   a   complicated   scheme   for   all   the   animals   to   drop   their   dung   directly   in   the  
fields,   at   a   different   spot   every   day,   to   save   the   labour   of   cartage.   Napoleon   produced   no  
schemes   of   his   own,   but   said   quietly   that   Snowball's   would   come   to   nothing,   and   seemed   to   be  
biding   his   time.   But   of   all   their   controversies,   none   was   so   bitter   as   the   one   that   took   place   over  
the   windmill.  

In   the   long   pasture,   not   far   from   the   farm   buildings,   there   was   a   small   knoll   which   was  
the   highest   point   on   the   farm.   After   surveying   the   ground,   Snowball   declared   that   this   was   just  
the   place   for   a   windmill,   which   could   be   made   to   operate   a   dynamo   and   supply   the   farm   with  
electrical   power.   This   would   light   the   stalls   and   warm   them   in   winter,   and   would   also   run   a  
circular   saw,   a   chaff−cutter,   a   mangel−slicer,   and   an   electric   milking   machine.   The   animals   had  
never   heard   of   anything   of   this   kind   before   (for   the   farm   was   an   old−fashioned   one   and   had   only  
the   most   primitive   machinery),   and   they   listened   in   astonishment   while   Snowball   conjured   up  
pictures   of   fantastic   machines   which   would   do   their   work   for   them   while   they   grazed   at   their  
ease   in   the   fields   or   improved   their   minds   with   reading   and   conversation.  

Within   a   few   weeks   Snowball's   plans   for   the   windmill   were   fully   worked   out.   The  
mechanical   details   came   mostly   from   three   books   which   had   belonged   to   Mr.   Jones    One  
Thousand   Useful   Things   to   Do   About   the   House,   Every   Man   His   Own   Bricklayer ,   and    Electricity  
for   Beginners .   Snowball   used   as   his   study   a   shed   which   had   once   been   used   for   incubators   and  
had   a   smooth   wooden   floor,   suitable   for   drawing   on.   He   was   closeted   there   for   hours   at   a   time.  
With   his   books   held   open   by   a   stone,   and   with   a   piece   of   chalk   gripped   between   the   knuckles   of  
his   trotter,   he   would   move   rapidly   to   and   fro,   drawing   in   line   after   line   and   uttering   little   whimpers  
of   excitement.   Gradually   the   plans   grew   into   a   complicated   mass   of   cranks   and   cog−wheels,  
covering   more   than   half   the   floor,   which   the   other   animals   found   completely   unintelligible   but  
very   impressive.   All   of   them   came   to   look   at   Snowball's   drawings   at   least   once   a   day.   Even   the  
hens   and   ducks   came,   and   were   at   pains   not   to   tread   on   the   chalk   marks.   Only   Napoleon   held  
aloof.   He   had   declared   himself   against   the   windmill   from   the   start.   One   day,   however,   he   arrived  
unexpectedly   to   examine   the   plans.   He   walked   heavily   round   the   shed,   looked   closely   at   every  
detail   of   the   plans   and   snuffed   at   them   once   or   twice,   then   stood   for   a   little   while   contemplating  
them   out   of   the   corner   of   his   eye;   then   suddenly   he   lifted   his   leg,   urinated   over   the   plans,   and  
walked   out   without   uttering   a   word.  

The   whole   farm   was   deeply   divided   on   the   subject   of   the   windmill.   Snowball   did   not   deny  
that   to   build   it   would   be   a   difficult   business.   Stone   would   have   to   be   carried   and   built   up   into  
walls,   then   the   sails   would   have   to   be   made   and   after   that   there   would   be   need   for   dynamos   and  
cables.   (How   these   were   to   be   procured,   Snowball   did   not   say.)   But   he   maintained   that   it   could  
all   be   done   in   a   year.   And   thereafter,   he   declared,   so   much   labour   would   be   saved   that   the  



animals   would   only   need   to   work   three   days   a   week.   Napoleon,   on   the   other   hand,   argued   that  
the   great   need   of   the   moment   was   to   increase   food   production,   and   that   if   they   wasted   time   on  
the   windmill   they   would   all   starve   to   death.   The   animals   formed   themselves   into   two   factions  
under   the   slogan,   "Vote   for   Snowball   and   the   three−day   week"   and   "Vote   for   Napoleon   and   the  
full   manger."   Benjamin   was   the   only   animal   who   did   not   side   with   either   faction.   He   refused   to  
believe   either   that   food   would   become   more   plentiful   or   that   the   windmill   would   save   work.  
Windmill   or   no   windmill,   he   said,   life   would   go   on   as   it   had   always   gone   on−that   is,   badly.  

Apart   from   the   disputes   over   the   windmill,   there   was   the   question   of   the   defence   of   the  
farm.   It   was   fully   realised   that   though   the   human   beings   had   been   defeated   in   the   Battle   of   the  
Cowshed   they   might   make   another   and   more   determined   attempt   to   recapture   the   farm   and  
reinstate   Mr.   Jones.   They   had   all   the   more   reason   for   doing   so   because   the   news   of   their   defeat  
had   spread   across   the   countryside   and   made   the   animals   on   the   neighbouring   farms   more  
restive   than   ever.   As   usual,   Snowball   and   Napoleon   were   in   disagreement.   According   to  
Napoleon,   what   the   animals   must   do   was   to   procure   firearms   and   train   themselves   in   the   use   of  
them.   According   to   Snowball,   they   must   send   out   more   and   more   pigeons   and   stir   up   rebellion  
among   the   animals   on   the   other   farms.   The   one   argued   that   if   they   could   not   defend   themselves  
they   were   bound   to   be   conquered,   the   other   argued   that   if   rebellions   happened   everywhere   they  
would   have   no   need   to   defend   themselves.   The   animals   listened   first   to   Napoleon,   then   to  
Snowball,   and   could   not   make   up   their   minds   which   was   right;   indeed,   they   always   found  
themselves   in   agreement   with   the   one   who   was   speaking   at   the   moment.  

At   last   the   day   came   when   Snowball's   plans   were   completed.   At   the   Meeting   on   the  
following   Sunday   the   question   of   whether   or   not   to   begin   work   on   the   windmill   was   to   be   put   to  
the   vote.   When   the   animals   had   assembled   in   the   big   barn,   Snowball   stood   up   and,   though  
occasionally   interrupted   by   bleating   from   the   sheep,   set   forth   his   reasons   for   advocating   the  
building   of   the   windmill.   Then   Napoleon   stood   up   to   reply.   He   said   very   quietly   that   the   windmill  
was   nonsense   and   that   he   advised   nobody   to   vote   for   it,   and   promptly   sat   down   again;   he   had  
spoken   for   barely   thirty   seconds,   and   seemed   almost   indifferent   as   to   the   effect   he   produced.   At  
this   Snowball   sprang   to   his   feet,   and   shouting   down   the   sheep,   who   had   begun   bleating   again,  
broke   into   a   passionate   appeal   in   favour   of   the   windmill.   Until   now   the   animals   had   been   about  
equally   divided   in   their   sympathies,   but   in   a   moment   Snowball's   eloquence   had   carried   them  
away.   In   glowing   sentences   he   painted   a   picture   of   Animal   Farm   as   it   might   be   when   sordid  
labour   was   lifted   from   the   animals'   backs.   His   imagination   had   now   run   far   beyond   chaff−cutters  
and   turnip−slicers.   Electricity,   he   said,   could   operate   threshing   machines,   ploughs,   harrows,  
rollers,   and   reapers   and   binders,   besides   supplying   every   stall   with   its   own   electric   light,   hot   and  
cold   water,   and   an   electric   heater.   By   the   time   he   had   finished   speaking,   there   was   no   doubt   as  
to   which   way   the   vote   would   go.   But   just   at   this   moment   Napoleon   stood   up   and,   casting   a  
peculiar   sidelong   look   at   Snowball,   uttered   a   high−pitched   whimper   of   a   kind   no   one   had   ever  
heard   him   utter   before.  

At   this   there   was   a   terrible   baying   sound   outside,   and   nine   enormous   dogs   wearing  
brass−studded   collars   came   bounding   into   the   barn.   They   dashed   straight   for   Snowball,   who  
only   sprang   from   his   place   just   in   time   to   escape   their   snapping   jaws.   In   a   moment   he   was   out   of  
the   door   and   they   were   after   him.   Too   amazed   and   frightened   to   speak,   all   the   animals   crowded  
through   the   door   to   watch   the   chase.   Snowball   was   racing   across   the   long   pasture   that   led   to  



the   road.   He   was   running   as   only   a   pig   can   run,   but   the   dogs   were   close   on   his   heels.   Suddenly  
he   slipped   and   it   seemed   certain   that   they   had   him.   Then   he   was   up   again,   running   faster   than  
ever,   then   the   dogs   were   gaining   on   him   again.   One   of   them   all   but   closed   his   jaws   on  
Snowball's   tail,   but   Snowball   whisked   it   free   just   in   time.   Then   he   put   on   an   extra   spurt   and,   with  
a   few   inches   to   spare,   slipped   through   a   hole   in   the   hedge   and   was   seen   no   more.  

Silent   and   terrified,   the   animals   crept   back   into   the   barn.   In   a   moment   the   dogs   came  
bounding   back.   At   first   no   one   had   been   able   to   imagine   where   these   creatures   came   from,   but  
the   problem   was   soon   solved:   they   were   the   puppies   whom   Napoleon   had   taken   away   from  
their   mothers   and   reared   privately.   Though   not   yet   full−grown,   they   were   huge   dogs,   and   as  
fierce−looking   as   wolves.   They   kept   close   to   Napoleon.   It   was   noticed   that   they   wagged   their  
tails   to   him   in   the   same   way   as   the   other   dogs   had   been   used   to   do   to   Mr.   Jones.  

Napoleon,   with   the   dogs   following   him,   now   mounted   on   to   the   raised   portion   of   the   floor  
where   Major   had   previously   stood   to   deliver   his   speech.   He   announced   that   from   now   on   the  
Sunday−morning   Meetings   would   come   to   an   end.   They   were   unnecessary,   he   said,   and   wasted  
time.   In   future   all   questions   relating   to   the   working   of   the   farm   would   be   settled   by   a   special  
committee   of   pigs,   presided   over   by   himself.   These   would   meet   in   private   and   afterwards  
communicate   their   decisions   to   the   others.   The   animals   would   still   assemble   on   Sunday  
mornings   to   salute   the   flag,   sing   Beasts   of   England   ,   and   receive   their   orders   for   the   week;   but  
there   would   be   no   more   debates.  

In   spite   of   the   shock   that   Snowball's   expulsion   had   given   them,   the   animals   were  
dismayed   by   this   announcement.   Several   of   them   would   have   protested   if   they   could   have   found  
the   right   arguments.   Even   Boxer   was   vaguely   troubled.   He   set   his   ears   back,   shook   his   forelock  
several   times,   and   tried   hard   to   marshal   his   thoughts;   but   in   the   end   he   could   not   think   of  
anything   to   say.   Some   of   the   pigs   themselves,   however,   were   more   articulate.   Four   young  
porkers   in   the   front   row   uttered   shrill   squeals   of   disapproval,   and   all   four   of   them   sprang   to   their  
feet   and   began   speaking   at   once.   But   suddenly   the   dogs   sitting   round   Napoleon   let   out   deep,  
menacing   growls,   and   the   pigs   fell   silent   and   sat   down   again.   Then   the   sheep   broke   out   into   a  
tremendous   bleating   of   "Four   legs   good,   two   legs   bad!"   which   went   on   for   nearly   a   quarter   of   an  
hour   and   put   an   end   to   any   chance   of   discussion.  

Afterwards   Squealer   was   sent   round   the   farm   to   explain   the   new   arrangement   to   the  
others.  

"Comrades,"   he   said,   "I   trust   that   every   animal   here   appreciates   the   sacrifice   that  
Comrade   Napoleon   has   made   in   taking   this   extra   labour   upon   himself.   Do   not   imagine,  
comrades,   that   leadership   is   a   pleasure!   On   the   contrary,   it   is   a   deep   and   heavy   responsibility.  
No   one   believes   more   firmly   than   Comrade   Napoleon   that   all   animals   are   equal.   He   would   be  
only   too   happy   to   let   you   make   your   decisions   for   yourselves.   But   sometimes   you   might   make  
the   wrong   decisions,   comrades,   and   then   where   should   we   be?   Suppose   you   had   decided   to  
follow   Snowball,   with   his   moonshine   of   windmills−Snowball,   who,   as   we   now   know,   was   no  
better   than   a   criminal?"  

"He   fought   bravely   at   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed,"   said   somebody.  
"Bravery   is   not   enough,"   said   Squealer.   "Loyalty   and   obedience   are   more   important.   And  

as   to   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed,   I   believe   the   time   will   come   when   we   shall   find   that   Snowball's  
part   in   it   was   much   exaggerated.   Discipline,   comrades,   iron   discipline!   That   is   the   watchword   for  



today.   One   false   step,   and   our   enemies   would   be   upon   us.   Surely,   comrades,   you   do   not   want  
Jones   back?"  

Once   again   this   argument   was   unanswerable.   Certainly   the   animals   did   not   want   Jones  
back;   if   the   holding   of   debates   on   Sunday   mornings   was   liable   to   bring   him   back,   then   the  
debates   must   stop.   Boxer,   who   had   now   had   time   to   think   things   over,   voiced   the   general   feeling  
by   saying:   "If   Comrade   Napoleon   says   it,   it   must   be   right."   And   from   then   on   he   adopted   the  
maxim,   "Napoleon   is   always   right,"   in   addition   to   his   private   motto   of   "I   will   work   harder."  

By   this   time   the   weather   had   broken   and   the   spring   ploughing   had   begun.   The   shed  
where   Snowball   had   drawn   his   plans   of   the   windmill   had   been   shut   up   and   it   was   assumed   that  
the   plans   had   been   rubbed   off   the   floor.   Every   Sunday   morning   at   ten   o'clock   the   animals  
assembled   in   the   big   barn   to   receive   their   orders   for   the   week.   The   skull   of   old   Major,   now   clean  
of   flesh,   had   been   disinterred   from   the   orchard   and   set   up   on   a   stump   at   the   foot   of   the   flagstaff,  
beside   the   gun.   After   the   hoisting   of   the   flag,   the   animals   were   required   to   file   past   the   skull   in   a  
reverent   manner   before   entering   the   barn.   Nowadays   they   did   not   sit   all   together   as   they   had  
done   in   the   past.   Napoleon,   with   Squealer   and   another   pig   named   Minimus,   who   had   a  
remarkable   gift   for   composing   songs   and   poems,   sat   on   the   front   of   the   raised   platform,   with   the  
nine   young   dogs   forming   a   semicircle   round   them,   and   the   other   pigs   sitting   behind.   The   rest   of  
the   animals   sat   facing   them   in   the   main   body   of   the   barn.   Napoleon   read   out   the   orders   for   the  
week   in   a   gruff   soldierly   style,   and   after   a   single   singing   of   Beasts   of   England,   all   the   animals  
dispersed.  

On   the   third   Sunday   after   Snowball's   expulsion,   the   animals   were   somewhat   surprised   to  
hear   Napoleon   announce   that   the   windmill   was   to   be   built   after   all.   He   did   not   give   any   reason  
for   having   changed   his   mind,   but   merely   warned   the   animals   that   this   extra   task   would   mean  
very   hard   work,   it   might   even   be   necessary   to   reduce   their   rations.   The   plans,   however,   had   all  
been   prepared,   down   to   the   last   detail.   A   special   committee   of   pigs   had   been   at   work   upon   them  
for   the   past   three   weeks.   The   building   of   the   windmill,   with   various   other   improvements,   was  
expected   to   take   two   years.  

That   evening   Squealer   explained   privately   to   the   other   animals   that   Napoleon   had   never  
in   reality   been   opposed   to   the   windmill.   On   the   contrary,   it   was   he   who   had   advocated   it   in   the  
beginning,   and   the   plan   which   Snowball   had   drawn   on   the   floor   of   the   incubator   shed   had  
actually   been   stolen   from   among   Napoleon's   papers.   The   windmill   was,   in   fact,   Napoleon's   own  
creation.   Why,   then,   asked   somebody,   had   he   spoken   so   strongly   against   it?   Here   Squealer  
looked   very   sly.   That,   he   said,   was   Comrade   Napoleon's   cunning.   He   had   seemed   to   oppose  
the   windmill,   simply   as   a   manoeuvre   to   get   rid   of   Snowball,   who   was   a   dangerous   character   and  
a   bad   influence.   Now   that   Snowball   was   out   of   the   way,   the   plan   could   go   forward   without   his  
interference.   This,   said   Squealer,   was   something   called   tactics.   He   repeated   a   number   of   times,  
"Tactics,   comrades,   tactics!"   skipping   round   and   whisking   his   tail   with   a   merry   laugh.   The  
animals   were   not   certain   what   the   word   meant,   but   Squealer   spoke   so   persuasively,   and   the  
three   dogs   who   happened   to   be   with   him   growled   so   threateningly,   that   they   accepted   his  
explanation   without   further   questions.  
 



OBJECTIVE  
Explain   how   George   Orwell   has   interpreted   and   satirized   events   of   the   Russian   Revolution   and  
portrayed   them   in   his   allegorical   text    Animal   Farm.  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   —   chapter   5  

Writing   Prompt  

How   is   the   timeline   of   Lenin’s   death   and   Stalin’s   rise   to   power   different   from   the   timeline   of   events  
in    Animal   Farm ?   Provide   specific   details   from   the   text   to   support   your   answer.  

KEY   QUESTIONS   

● How   does   Orwell   satirize   the   preservation   and   display   of   Lenin’s   body?   Support   your  
answer   with   specific   evidence   from    Animal   Farm .  

● Who   do   the   dogs   in    Animal   Farm    represent?   Support   your   answer   with   specific   evidence  
from   both   texts.  

● In   a   novel   about   Joseph   Stalin,   McCollum   writes,   “The   Bolsheviks   considered   him   a   hero  
for   leading   the   Red   Army   to   victory   over   the   Whites   during   the   civil   war.”   Where   is   this  
sentiment   reflected   in   chapter   5   of    Animal   Farm ?   Provide   evidence   from   the   text   to   support  
your   answer.  

● In   what   way   is   the   character   of   Snowball   a   satirization   of   the   Pravda   newspaper?  
● Discussion:    What   examples   of   propaganda   do   you   see   being   used   in   today’s   reading?  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   
Standard   and   Literary   Concepts   

● Today’s   lesson   focused   on   a   seventh-grade   standard.   However,   it   is   a   key   skill   for  
understanding   and   appreciating   this   text.  

● Students   should   refer   to   their   notes   from   the   lesson   on   allegory   and   satire   and   refresh  
their   memories   on   the   definition   and   use   of   these   techniques.  

○ Satire:   A   technique   used   by   writers   to   expose   corruption   and   hypocrisy   through  
the   use   of   irony   and   humor.  

○ Allegory:   A   text   with   a   hidden   moral   or   political   message   about   real-world  
issues.  



Notes   

● Today’s   lesson   will   require   that   students   make   direct   connections   between   the  
characters/events   of    Animal   Farm    and   the   Russian   Revolution,   if   they   have   not   already.   

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Reading   Standards   for   Literature  

● RL.7.9     —     Compare   and   contrast   a   fictional   portrayal   of   a   time,   place,   or   character   and   a  
historical   account   of   the   same   period   as   a   means   of   understanding   how   authors   of   fiction   use  
or   alter   history.   

 
  



Lesson   7   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 
 

VI  
 

ALL   that   year   the   animals   worked   like   slaves.   But   they   were   happy   in   their   work;   they  
grudged   no   effort   or   sacrifice,   well   aware   that   everything   that   they   did   was   for   the   benefit   of  
themselves   and   those   of   their   kind   who   would   come   after   them,   and   not   for   a   pack   of   idle,  
thieving   human   beings.  

Throughout   the   spring   and   summer   they   worked   a   sixty−hour   week,   and   in   August  
Napoleon   announced   that   there   would   be   work   on   Sunday   afternoons   as   well.   This   work   was  
strictly   voluntary,   but   any   animal   who   absented   himself   from   it   would   have   his   rations   reduced  
by   half.   Even   so,   it   was   found   necessary   to   leave   certain   tasks   undone.   The   harvest   was   a   little  
less   successful   than   in   the   previous   year,   and   two   fields   which   should   have   been   sown   with  
roots   in   the   early   summer   were   not   sown   because   the   ploughing   had   not   been   completed   early  
enough.   It   was   possible   to   foresee   that   the   coming   winter   would   be   a   hard   one.  

The   windmill   presented   unexpected   difficulties.   There   was   a   good   quarry   of   limestone   on  
the   farm,   and   plenty   of   sand   and   cement   had   been   found   in   one   of   the   outhouses,   so   that   all   the  
materials   for   building   were   at   hand.   But   the   problem   the   animals   could   not   at   first   solve   was   how  
to   break   up   the   stone   into   pieces   of   suitable   size.   There   seemed   no   way   of   doing   this   except  
with   picks   and   crowbars,   which   no   animal   could   use,   because   no   animal   could   stand   on   his   hind  
legs.   Only   after   weeks   of   vain   effort   did   the   right   idea   occur   to   somebody−namely,   to   utilise   the  
force   of   gravity.   Huge   boulders,   far   too   big   to   be   used   as   they   were,   were   lying   all   over   the   bed  
of   the   quarry.   The   animals   lashed   ropes   round   these,   and   then   all   together,   cows,   horses,  
sheep,   any   animal   that   could   lay   hold   of   the   rope−even   the   pigs   sometimes   joined   in   at   critical  
moments−they   dragged   them   with   desperate   slowness   up   the   slope   to   the   top   of   the   quarry,  
where   they   were   toppled   over   the   edge,   to   shatter   to   pieces   below.   Transporting   the   stone   when  
it   was   once   broken   was   comparatively   simple.   The   horses   carried   it   off   in   cart−loads,   the   sheep  
dragged   single   blocks,   even   Muriel   and   Benjamin   yoked   themselves   into   an   old   governess−cart  
and   did   their   share.   By   late   summer   a   sufficient   store   of   stone   had   accumulated,   and   then   the  
building   began,   under   the   superintendence   of   the   pigs.  

But   it   was   a   slow,   laborious   process.   Frequently   it   took   a   whole   day   of   exhausting   effort  
to   drag   a   single   boulder   to   the   top   of   the   quarry,   and   sometimes   when   it   was   pushed   over   the  
edge   it   failed   to   break.   Nothing   could   have   been   achieved   without   Boxer,   whose   strength  
seemed   equal   to   that   of   all   the   rest   of   the   animals   put   together.   When   the   boulder   began   to   slip  
and   the   animals   cried   out   in   despair   at   finding   themselves   dragged   down   the   hill,   it   was   always  
Boxer   who   strained   himself   against   the   rope   and   brought   the   boulder   to  
a   stop.   To   see   him   toiling   up   the   slope   inch   by   inch,   his   breath   coming   fast,   the   tips   of   his   hoofs  
clawing   at   the   ground,   and   his   great   sides   matted   with   sweat,   filled   everyone   with   admiration.  
Clover   warned   him   sometimes   to   be   careful   not   to   overstrain   himself,   but   Boxer   would   never  
listen   to   her.   His   two   slogans,   "I   will   work   harder"   and   "Napoleon   is   always   right,"   seemed   to   him  
a   sufficient   answer   to   all   problems.   He   had   made   arrangements   with   the   cockerel   to   call   him  



three−quarters   of   an   hour   earlier   in   the   mornings   instead   of   half   an   hour.   And   in   his   spare  
moments,   of   which   there   were   not   many   nowadays,   he   would   go   alone   to   the   quarry,   collect   a  
load   of   broken   stone,   and   drag   it   down   to   the   site   of   the   windmill   unassisted.  

The   animals   were   not   badly   off   throughout   that   summer,   in   spite   of   the   hardness   of   their  
work.   If   they   had   no   more   food   than   they   had   had   in   Jones's   day,   at   least   they   did   not   have   less.  
The   advantage   of   only   having   to   feed   themselves,   and   not   having   to   support   five   extravagant  
human   beings   as   well,   was   so   great   that   it   would   have   taken   a   lot   of   failures   to   outweigh   it.   And  
in   many   ways   the   animal   method   of   doing   things   was   more   efficient   and   saved   labour.   Such   jobs  
as   weeding,   for   instance,   could   be   done   with   a   thoroughness   impossible   to   human   beings.   And  
again,   since   no   animal   now   stole,   it   was   unnecessary   to   fence   off   pasture   from   arable   land,  
which   saved   a   lot   of   labour   on   the   upkeep   of   hedges   and   gates.   Nevertheless,   as   the   summer  
wore   on,   various   unforeseen   shortages   began   to   make   them   selves   felt.   There   was   need   of  
paraffin   oil,   nails,   string,   dog   biscuits,   and   iron   for   the   horses'   shoes,   none   of   which   could   be  
produced   on   the   farm.   Later   there   would   also   be   need   for   seeds   and   artificial   manures,   besides  
various   tools   and,   finally,   the   machinery   for   the   windmill.   How   these   were   to   be   procured,   no   one  
was   able   to   imagine.  

One   Sunday   morning,   when   the   animals   assembled   to   receive   their   orders,   Napoleon  
announced   that   he   had   decided   upon   a   new   policy.   From   now   onwards   Animal   Farm   would  
engage   in   trade   with   the   neighbouring   farms:   not,   of   course,   for   any   commercial   purpose,   but  
simply   in   order   to   obtain   certain   materials   which   were   urgently   necessary.   The   needs   of   the  
windmill   must   override   everything   else,   he   said.   He   was   therefore   making   arrangements   to   sell   a  
stack   of   hay   and   part   of   the   current   year's   wheat   crop,   and   later   on,   if   more   money   were  
needed,   it   would   have   to   be   made   up   by   the   sale   of   eggs,   for   which   there   was   always   a   market  
in   Willingdon.   The   hens,   said   Napoleon,   should   welcome   this   sacrifice   as   their   own   special  
contribution   towards   the   building   of   the   windmill.  

Once   again   the   animals   were   conscious   of   a   vague   uneasiness.   Never   to   have   any  
dealings   with   human   beings,   never   to   engage   in   trade,   never   to   make   use   of   money−had   not  
these   been   among   the   earliest   resolutions   passed   at   that   first   triumphant   Meeting   after   Jones  
was   expelled?   All   the   animals   remembered   passing   such   resolutions:   or   at   least   they   thought  
that   they   remembered   it.   The   four   young   pigs   who   had   protested   when   Napoleon   abolished   the  
Meetings   raised   their   voices   timidly,   but   they   were   promptly   silenced   by   a   tremendous   growling  
from   the   dogs.   Then,   as   usual,   the   sheep   broke   into   "Four   legs   good,   two   legs   bad!"   and   the  
momentary   awkwardness   was   smoothed   over.   Finally   Napoleon   raised   his   trotter   for   silence  
and   announced   that   he   had   already   made   all   the   arrangements.   There   would   be   no   need   for  
any   of   the   animals   to   come   in   contact   with   human   beings,   which   would   clearly   be   most  
undesirable.   He   intended   to   take   the   whole   burden   upon   his   own   shoulders.   A   Mr.   Whymper,   a  
solicitor   living   in   Willingdon,   had   agreed   to   act   as   intermediary   between   Animal   Farm   and   the  
outside   world,   and   would   visit   the   farm   every   Monday   morning   to   receive   his   instructions.  
Napoleon   ended   his   speech   with   his   usual   cry   of   "Long   live   Animal   Farm!"   and   after   the   singing  
of   Beasts   of   England   the   animals   were   dismissed.  

Afterwards   Squealer   made   a   round   of   the   farm   and   set   the   animals'   minds   at   rest.   He  
assured   them   that   the   resolution   against   engaging   in   trade   and   using   money   had   never   been  
passed,   or   even   suggested.   It   was   pure   imagination,   probably   traceable   in   the   beginning   to   lies  



circulated   by   Snowball.   A   few   animals   still   felt   faintly   doubtful,   but   Squealer   asked   them  
shrewdly,   "Are   you   certain   that   this   is   not   something   that   you   have   dreamed,   comrades?   Have  
you   any   record   of   such   a   resolution?   Is   it   written   down   anywhere?"   And   since   it   was   certainly  
true   that   nothing   of   the   kind   existed   in   writing,   the   animals   were   satisfied   that   they   had   been  
mistaken.  

Every   Monday   Mr.   Whymper   visited   the   farm   as   had   been   arranged.   He   was   a  
sly−looking   little   man   with   side   whiskers,   a   solicitor   in   a   very   small   way   of   business,   but   sharp  
enough   to   have   realised   earlier   than   anyone   else   that   Animal   Farm   would   need   a   broker   and  
that   the   commissions   would   be   worth   having.   The   animals   watched   his   coming   and   going   with   a  
kind   of   dread,   and   avoided   him   as   much   as   possible.   Nevertheless,   the   sight   of   Napoleon,   on   all  
fours,   delivering   orders   to   Whymper,   who   stood   on   two   legs,   roused   their   pride   and   partly  
reconciled   them   to   the   new   arrangement.   Their   relations   with   the   human   race   were   now   not  
quite   the   same   as   they   had   been   before.   The   human   beings   did   not   hate   Animal   Farm   any   less  
now   that   it   was   prospering;   indeed,   they   hated   it   more   than   ever.   Every   human   being   held   it   as  
an   article   of   faith   that   the   farm   would   go   bankrupt   sooner   or   later,   and,   above   all,   that   the  
windmill   would   be   a   failure.   They   would   meet   in   the   public−houses   and   prove   to   one   another   by  
means   of   diagrams   that   the   windmill   was   bound   to   fall   down,   or   that   if   it   did   stand   up,   then   that   it  
would   never   work.   And   yet,   against   their   will,   they   had   developed   a   certain   respect   for   the  
efficiency   with   which   the   animals   were   managing   their   own   affairs.   One   symptom   of   this   was  
that   they   had   begun   to   call   Animal   Farm   by   its   proper   name   and   ceased   to   pretend   that   it   was  
called   the   Manor   Farm.   They   had   also   dropped   their   championship   of   Jones,   who   had   given   up  
hope   of   getting   his   farm   back   and   gone   to   live   in   another   part   of   the   county.   Except   through  
Whymper,   there   was   as   yet   no   contact   between   Animal   Farm   and   the   outside   world,   but   there  
were   constant   rumours   that   Napoleon   was   about   to   enter   into   a   definite   business   agreement  
either   with   Mr.   Pilkington   of   Foxwood   or   with   Mr.   Frederick   of   Pinchfield−but   never,   it   was  
noticed,   with   both   simultaneously.  

It   was   about   this   time   that   the   pigs   suddenly   moved   into   the   farmhouse   and   took   up   their  
residence   there.   Again   the   animals   seemed   to   remember   that   a   resolution   against   this   had   been  
passed   in   the   early   days,   and   again   Squealer   was   able   to   convince   them   that   this   was   not   the  
case.   It   was   absolutely   necessary,   he   said,   that   the   pigs,   who   were   the   brains   of   the   farm,  
should   have   a   quiet   place   to   work   in.   It   was   also   more   suited   to   the   dignity   of   the   Leader   (for   of  
late   he   had   taken   to   speaking   of   Napoleon   under   the   title   of   "Leader")   to   live   in   a   house   than   in   a  
mere   sty.   Nevertheless,   some   of   the   animals   were   disturbed   when   they   heard   that   the   pigs   not  
only   took   their   meals   in   the   kitchen   and   used   the   drawing−room   as   a   recreation   room,   but   also  
slept   in   the   beds.   Boxer   passed   it   off   as   usual   with   "Napoleon   is   always   right!",   but   Clover,   who  
thought   she   remembered   a   definite   ruling   against   beds,   went   to   the   end   of   the   barn   and   tried   to  
puzzle   out   the   Seven   Commandments   which   were   inscribed   there.   Finding   herself   unable   to  
read   more   than   individual   letters,   she   fetched   Muriel.  

"Muriel,"   she   said,   "read   me   the   Fourth   Commandment.   Does   it   not   say   something   about  
never   sleeping   in   a   bed?"  

With   some   difficulty   Muriel   spelt   it   out.  
"It   says,   'No   animal   shall   sleep   in   a   bed   with   sheets   ,"'   she   announced   finally.  



Curiously   enough,   Clover   had   not   remembered   that   the   Fourth   Commandment  
mentioned   sheets;   but   as   it   was   there   on   the   wall,   it   must   have   done   so.   And   Squealer,   who  
happened   to   be   passing   at   this   moment,   attended   by   two   or   three   dogs,   was   able   to   put   the  
whole   matter   in   its   proper   perspective.  

"You   have   heard   then,   comrades,"   he   said,   "that   we   pigs   now   sleep   in   the   beds   of   the  
farmhouse?   And   why   not?   You   did   not   suppose,   surely,   that   there   was   ever   a   ruling   against  
beds?   A   bed   merely   means   a   place   to   sleep   in.   A   pile   of   straw   in   a   stall   is   a   bed,   properly  
regarded.   The   rule   was   against   sheets,   which   are   a   human   invention.   We   have   removed   the  
sheets   from   the   farmhouse   beds,   and   sleep   between   blankets.   And   very   comfortable   beds   they  
are   too!   But   not   more   comfortable   than   we   need,   I   can   tell   you,   comrades,   with   all   the   brainwork  
we   have   to   do   nowadays.   You   would   not   rob   us   of   our   repose,   would   you,   comrades?   You   would  
not   have   us   too   tired   to   carry   out   our   duties?   Surely   none   of   you   wishes   to   see   Jones   back?"  

The   animals   reassured   him   on   this   point   immediately,   and   no   more   was   said   about   the  
pigs   sleeping   in   the   farmhouse   beds.   And   when,   some   days   afterwards,   it   was   announced   that  
from   now   on   the   pigs   would   get   up   an   hour   later   in   the   mornings   than   the   other   animals,   no  
complaint   was   made   about   that   either.  

By   the   autumn   the   animals   were   tired   but   happy.   They   had   had   a   hard   year,   and   after   the  
sale   of   part   of   the   hay   and   corn,   the   stores   of   food   for   the   winter   were   none   too   plentiful,   but   the  
windmill   compensated   for   everything.   It   was   almost   half   built   now.   After   the   harvest   there   was   a  
stretch   of   clear   dry   weather,   and   the   animals   toiled   harder   than   ever,   thinking   it   well   worth   while  
to   plod   to   and   fro   all   day   with   blocks   of   stone   if   by   doing   so   they   could   raise   the   walls   another  
foot.   Boxer   would   even   come   out   at   nights   and   work   for   an   hour   or   two   on   his   own   by   the   light   of  
the   harvest   moon.   In   their   spare   moments   the   animals   would   walk   round   and   round   the  
half−finished   mill,   admiring   the   strength   and   perpendicularity   of   its   walls   and   marvelling   that   they  
should   ever   have   been   able   to   build   anything   so   imposing.   Only   old   Benjamin   refused   to   grow  
enthusiastic   about   the   windmill,   though,   as   usual,   he   would   utter   nothing   beyond   the   cryptic  
remark   that   donkeys   live   a   long   time.  

November   came,   with   raging   south−west   winds.   Building   had   to   stop   because   it   was   now  
too   wet   to   mix   the   cement.   Finally   there   came   a   night   when   the   gale   was   so   violent   that   the   farm  
buildings   rocked   on   their   foundations   and   several   tiles   were   blown   off   the   roof   of   the   barn.   The  
hens   woke   up   squawking   with   terror   because   they   had   all   dreamed   simultaneously   of   hearing   a  
gun   go   off   in   the   distance.   In   the   morning   the   animals   came   out   of   their   stalls   to   find   that   the  
flagstaff   had   been   blown   down   and   an   elm   tree   at   the   foot   of   the   orchard   had   been   plucked   up  
like   a   radish.   They   had   just   noticed   this   when   a   cry   of   despair   broke   from   every   animal's   throat.  
A   terrible   sight   had   met   their   eyes.   The   windmill   was   in   ruins.  

With   one   accord   they   dashed   down   to   the   spot.   Napoleon,   who   seldom   moved   out   of   a  
walk,   raced   ahead   of   them   all.   Yes,   there   it   lay,   the   fruit   of   all   their   struggles,   levelled   to   its  
foundations,   the   stones   they   had   broken   and   carried   so   laboriously   scattered   all   around.   Unable  
at   first   to   speak,   they   stood   gazing   mournfully   at   the   litter   of   fallen   stone   Napoleon   paced   to   and  
fro   in   silence,   occasionally   snuffing   at   the   ground.   His   tail   had   grown   rigid   and   twitched   sharply  
from   side   to   side,   a   sign   in   him   of   intense   mental   activity.   Suddenly   he   halted   as   though   his   mind  
were   made   up.  



"Comrades,"   he   said   quietly,   "do   you   know   who   is   responsible   for   this?   Do   you   know   the  
enemy   who   has   come   in   the   night   and   overthrown   our   windmill?   SNOWBALL!"   he   suddenly  
roared   in   a   voice   of   thunder.   "Snowball   has   done   this   thing!   In   sheer   malignity,   thinking   to   set  
back   our   plans   and   avenge   himself   for   his   ignominious   expulsion,   this   traitor   has   crept   here  
under   cover   of   night   and   destroyed   our   work   of   nearly   a   year.   Comrades,   here   and   now   I  
pronounce   the   death   sentence   upon   Snowball.   'Animal   Hero,   Second   Class,'   and   half   a   bushel  
of   apples   to   any   animal   who   brings   him   to   justice.   A   full   bushel   to   anyone   who   captures   him  
alive!"  

The   animals   were   shocked   beyond   measure   to   learn   that   even   Snowball   could   be   guilty  
of   such   an   action.   There   was   a   cry   of   indignation,   and   everyone   began   thinking   out   ways   of  
catching   Snowball   if   he   should   ever   come   back.   Almost   immediately   the   footprints   of   a   pig   were  
discovered   in   the   grass   at   a   little   distance   from   the   knoll.   They   could   only   be   traced   for   a   few  
yards,   but   appeared   to   lead   to   a   hole   in   the   hedge.   Napoleon   snuffed   deeply   at   them   and  
pronounced   them   to   be   Snowball's.   He   gave   it   as   his   opinion   that   Snowball   had   probably   come  
from   the   direction   of   Foxwood   Farm.  

"No   more   delays,   comrades!"   cried   Napoleon   when   the   footprints   had   been   examined.  
"There   is   work   to   be   done.   This   very   morning   we   begin   rebuilding   the   windmill,   and   we   will   build  
all   through   the   winter,   rain   or   shine.   We   will   teach   this   miserable   traitor   that   he   cannot   undo   our  
work   so   easily.   Remember,   comrades,   there   must   be   no   alteration   in   our   plans:   they   shall   be  
carried   out   to   the   day.   Forward,   comrades!   Long   live   the   windmill!   Long   live   Animal   Farm!"   

OBJECTIVE  
Explain   how   Napoleon   and   Squealer   use   language   to    manipulate    the   other   animals   in    Animal  
Farm .  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   —   chapter   6  

Writing   Prompt  

How   and   why   does   Squealer    manipulate    the   animals’   understanding   of   the   word   “bed”   when   he  
catches   the   animals   talking   about   the   pigs?   Provide   evidence   from   the   text   to   support   your  
reasoning.  

KEY   QUESTIONS   

● How   has   Napoleon   manipulated   the   meaning   of   the   word   “voluntary”   in   this   chapter?  
● What   method   of   propaganda   does   Squealer   use   when   he   says,   “Surely   none   of   you   want  

to   see   Jones   back?”  



● What   words   does   Napoleon   use   to   describe   Snowball?   [You   may   need   to   provide  
dictionaries   for   students   to   look   up   the   meanings   of   these   words.]   What   are   the  
connotations   of   these   words?   What   method   of   propaganda   is   he   using   here?  

● What   is   the   significance   of   the   human   beings   now   referring   to   the   farm   as   “Animal   Farm”  
rather   than   Manor   Farm?  

● How   does   Napoleon   take   advantage   of   the   animals’   lower   intelligence?   How   might   things  
be   different   if   all   the   animals   were   as   intelligent   as   the   pigs?  

● What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    and   the  
Russian   Revolution?  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   
Notes   

● The   word    manipulate    means   to    handle   or   control,   typically   in   a   skillful   manner.    So  
much   of   what   the   pigs   do   to   maintain   power   and   do   what   they   want   is   to    manipulate  
language   to   mean   what   they   want   it   to   mean.  

● Today   we   see   the   first   example   of   the   pigs   changing   the   Seven   Commandments.   If   you  
have   written   them   down,   consider   making   a   note/alteration   to   them   so   that   you   are   able  
to   track   these   changes.  

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Reading   Standards   for   Literature  

● RL.8.4     —     Determine   the   meaning   of   words   and   phrases   as   they   are   used   in   a   text,   including  
figurative   and   connotative   meanings;   analyze   the   impact   of   specific   word   choices   on   meaning  
and   tone,   including   analogies   or   allusions   to   other   texts.   

 
  



Lesson   8   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 

VII  
 

IT   WAS   a   bitter   winter.   The   stormy   weather   was   followed   by   sleet   and   snow,   and   then   by  
a   hard   frost   which   did   not   break   till   well   into   February.   The   animals   carried   on   as   best   they   could  
with   the   rebuilding   of   the   windmill,   well   knowing   that   the   outside   world   was   watching   them   and  
that   the   envious   human   beings   would   rejoice   and   triumph   if   the   mill   were   not   finished   on   time.  

Out   of   spite,   the   human   beings   pretended   not   to   believe   that   it   was   Snowball   who   had  
destroyer   the   windmill:   they   said   that   it   had   fallen   down   because   the   walls   were   too   thin.   The  
animals   knew   that   this   was   not   the   case.   Still,   it   had   been   decided   to   build   the   walls   three   feet  
thick   this   time   instead   of   eighteen   inches   as   before,   which   meant   collecting   much   larger  
quantities   of   stone.   For   a   long   time   the   quarry   was   full   of   snowdrifts   and   nothing   could   be   done.  
Some   progress   was   made   in   the   dry   frosty   weather   that   followed,   but   it   was   cruel  
work,   and   the   animals   could   not   feel   so   hopeful   about   it   as   they   had   felt   before.   They   were  
always   cold,   and   usually   hungry   as   well.   Only   Boxer   and   Clover   never   lost   heart.   Squealer  
made   excellent   speeches   on   the   joy   of   service   and   the   dignity   of   labour,   but   the   other   animals  
found   more   inspiration   in   Boxer's   strength   and   his   never−failing   cry   of   "I   will   work   harder!   "  

In   January   food   fell   short.   The   corn   ration   was   drastically   reduced,   and   it   was   announced  
that   an   extra   potato   ration   would   be   issued   to   make   up   for   it.   Then   it   was   discovered   that   the  
greater   part   of   the   potato   crop   had   been   frosted   in   the   clamps,   which   had   not   been   covered  
thickly   enough.   The   potatoes   had   become   soft   and   discoloured,   and   only   a   few   were   edible.   For  
days   at   a   time   the   animals   had   nothing   to   eat   but   chaff   and   mangels.   Starvation   seemed   to   stare  
them   in   the   face.  

It   was   vitally   necessary   to   conceal   this   fact   from   the   outside   world.   Emboldened   by   the  
collapse   of   the   windmill,   the   human   beings   were   inventing   fresh   lies   about   Animal   Farm.   Once  
again   it   was   being   put   about   that   all   the   animals   were   dying   of   famine   and   disease,   and   that  
they   were   continually   fighting   among   themselves   and   had   resorted   to   cannibalism   and  
infanticide.   Napoleon   was   well   aware   of   the   bad   results   that   might   follow   if   the   real   facts   of   the  
food   situation   were   known,   and   he   decided   to   make   use   of   Mr.   Whymper   to   spread   a   contrary  
impression.   Hitherto   the   animals   had   had   little   or   no   contact   with   Whymper   on   his   weekly   visits:  
now,   however,   a   few   selected   animals,   mostly   sheep,   were   instructed   to   remark   casually   in   his  
hearing   that   rations   had   been   increased.   In   addition,   Napoleon   ordered   the   almost   empty   bins   in  
the   store−shed   to   be   filled   nearly   to   the   brim   with   sand,   which   was   then   covered   up   with   what  
remained   of   the   grain   and   meal.   On   some   suitable   pretext   Whymper   was   led   through   the  
store−shed   and   allowed   to   catch   a   glimpse   of   the   bins.   He   was   deceived,   and   continued   to  
report   to   the   outside   world   that   there   was   no   food   shortage   on   Animal   Farm.  

Nevertheless,   towards   the   end   of   January   it   became   obvious   that   it   would   be   necessary  
to   procure   some   more   grain   from   somewhere.   In   these   days   Napoleon   rarely   appeared   in  
public,   but   spent   all   his   time   in   the   farmhouse,   which   was   guarded   at   each   door   by  
fierce−looking   dogs.   When   he   did   emerge,   it   was   in   a   ceremonial   manner,   with   an   escort   of   six  
dogs   who   closely   surrounded   him   and   growled   if   anyone   came   too   near.   Frequently   he   did   not  



even   appear   on   Sunday   mornings,   but   issued   his   orders   through   one   of   the   other   pigs,   usually  
Squealer.  

One   Sunday   morning   Squealer   announced   that   the   hens,   who   had   just   come   in   to   lay  
again,   must   surrender   their   eggs.   Napoleon   had   accepted,   through   Whymper,   a   contract   for   four  
hundred   eggs   a   week.   The   price   of   these   would   pay   for   enough   grain   and   meal   to   keep   the   farm  
going   till   summer   came   on   and   conditions   were   easier.  

When   the   hens   heard   this,   they   raised   a   terrible   outcry.   They   had   been   warned   earlier  
that   this   sacrifice   might   be   necessary,   but   had   not   believed   that   it   would   really   happen.   They  
were   just   getting   their   clutches   ready   for   the   spring   sitting,   and   they   protested   that   to   take   the  
eggs   away   now   was   murder.   For   the   first   time   since   the   expulsion   of   Jones,   there   was  
something   resembling   a   rebellion.   Led   by   three   young   Black   Minorca   pullets,   the   hens   made   a  
determined   effort   to   thwart   Napoleon's   wishes.   Their   method   was   to   fly   up   to   the   rafters   and  
there   lay   their   eggs,   which   smashed   to   pieces   on   the   floor.   Napoleon   acted   swiftly   and  
ruthlessly.   He   ordered   the   hens'   rations   to   be   stopped,   and   decreed   that   any   animal   giving   so  
much   as   a   grain   of   corn   to   a   hen   should   be   punished   by   death.   The   dogs   saw   to   it   that   these  
orders   were   carried   out.   For   five   days   the   hens   held   out,   then   they   capitulated   and   went   back   to  
their   nesting   boxes.   Nine   hens   had   died   in   the   meantime.   Their   bodies   were   buried   in   the  
orchard,   and   it   was   given   out   that   they   had   died   of   coccidiosis.   Whymper   heard   nothing   of   this  
affair,   and   the   eggs   were   duly   delivered,   a   grocer's   van   driving   up   to   the   farm   once   a   week   to  
take   them   away.  

All   this   while   no   more   had   been   seen   of   Snowball.   He   was   rumoured   to   be   hiding   on   one  
of   the   neighbouring   farms,   either   Foxwood   or   Pinchfield.   Napoleon   was   by   this   time   on   slightly  
better   terms   with   the   other   farmers   than   before.   It   happened   that   there   was   in   the   yard   a   pile   of  
timber   which   had   been   stacked   there   ten   years   earlier   when   a   beech   spinney   was   cleared.   It  
was   well   seasoned,   and   Whymper   had   advised   Napoleon   to   sell   it;   both   Mr.   Pilkington   and   Mr.  
Frederick   were   anxious   to   buy   it.   Napoleon   was   hesitating   between   the   two,   unable   to   make   up  
his   mind.   It   was   noticed   that   whenever   he   seemed   on   the   point   of   coming   to   an   agreement   with  
Frederick,   Snowball   was   declared   to   be   in   hiding   at   Foxwood,   while,   when   he   inclined   toward  
Pilkington,   Snowball   was   said   to   be   at   Pinchfield.  

Suddenly,   early   in   the   spring,   an   alarming   thing   was   discovered.   Snowball   was   secretly  
frequenting   the   farm   by   night!   The   animals   were   so   disturbed   that   they   could   hardly   sleep   in  
their   stalls.   Every   night,   it   was   said,   he   came   creeping   in   under   cover   of   darkness   and  
performed   all   kinds   of   mischief.   He   stole   the   corn,   he   upset   the   milk−pails,   he   broke   the   eggs,  
he   trampled   the   seedbeds,   he   gnawed   the   bark   off   the   fruit   trees.   Whenever   anything   went  
wrong   it   became   usual   to   attribute   it   to   Snowball.   If   a   window   was   broken   or   a   drain   was  
blocked   up,   someone   was   certain   to   say   that   Snowball   had   come   in   the   night   and   done   it,   and  
when   the   key   of   the   store−shed   was   lost,   the   whole   farm   was   convinced   that   Snowball   had  
thrown   it   down   the   well.   Curiously   enough,   they   went   on   believing   this   even   after   the   mislaid   key  
was   found   under   a   sack   of   meal.   The   cows   declared   unanimously   that   Snowball   crept   into   their  
stalls   and   milked   them   in   their   sleep.   The   rats,   which   had   been   troublesome   that   winter,   were  
also   said   to   be   in   league   with   Snowball.  

Napoleon   decreed   that   there   should   be   a   full   investigation   into   Snowball's   activities.   With  
his   dogs   in   attendance   he   set   out   and   made   a   careful   tour   of   inspection   of   the   farm   buildings,  



the   other   animals   following   at   a   respectful   distance.   At   every   few   steps   Napoleon   stopped   and  
snuffed   the   ground   for   traces   of   Snowball's   footsteps,   which,   he   said,   he   could   detect   by   the  
smell.   He   snuffed   in   every   corner,   in   the   barn,   in   the   cow−shed,   in   the   henhouses,   in   the  
vegetable   garden,   and   found   traces   of   Snowball   almost   everywhere.   He   would   put   his   snout   to  
the   ground,   give   several   deep   sniffs,   ad   exclaim   in   a   terrible   voice,   "Snowball!   He   has   been  
here!   I   can   smell   him   distinctly!"   and   at   the   word   "Snowball"   all   the   dogs   let   out   blood−curdling  
growls   and   showed   their   side   teeth.   

The   animals   were   thoroughly   frightened.   It   seemed   to   them   as   though   Snowball   were  
some   kind   of   invisible   influence,   pervading   the   air   about   them   and   menacing   them   with   all   kinds  
of   dangers.   In   the   evening   Squealer   called   them   together,   and   with   an   alarmed   expression   on  
his   face   told   them   that   he   had   some   serious   news   to   report.  

"Comrades!"   cried   Squealer,   making   little   nervous   skips,   "a   most   terrible   thing   has   been  
discovered.   Snowball   has   sold   himself   to   Frederick   of   Pinchfield   Farm,   who   is   even   now   plotting  
to   attack   us   and   take   our   farm   away   from   us!   Snowball   is   to   act   as   his   guide   when   the   attack  
begins.   But   there   is   worse   than   that.   We   had   thought   that   Snowball's   rebellion   was   caused  
simply   by   his   vanity   and   ambition.   But   we   were   wrong,   comrades.   Do   you   know   what   the   real  
reason   was?   Snowball   was   in   league   with   Jones   from   the   very   start!   He   was   Jones's   secret  
agent   all   the   time.   It   has   all   been   proved   by   documents   which   he   left   behind   him   and   which   we  
have   only   just   discovered.   To   my   mind   this   explains   a   great   deal,   comrades.   Did   we   not   see   for  
ourselves   how   he   attempted−fortunately   without   success−to   get   us   defeated   and   destroyed   at  
the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed?"  

The   animals   were   stupefied.   This   was   a   wickedness   far   outdoing   Snowball's   destruction  
of   the   windmill.   But   it   was   some   minutes   before   they   could   fully   take   it   in.   They   all   remembered,  
or   thought   they   remembered,   how   they   had   seen   Snowball   charging   ahead   of   them   at   the   Battle  
of   the   Cowshed,   how   he   had   rallied   and   encouraged   them   at   every   turn,   and   how   he   had   not  
paused   for   an   instant   even   when   the   pellets   from   Jones's   gun   had   wounded   his   back.   At   first   it  
was   a   little   difficult   to   see   how   this   fitted   in   with   his   being   on   Jones's   side.   Even   Boxer,   who  
seldom   asked   questions,   was   puzzled.   He   lay   down,   tucked   his   fore   hoofs   beneath   him,   shut   his  
eyes,   and   with   a   hard   effort   managed   to   formulate   his   thoughts.  

"I   do   not   believe   that,"   he   said.   "Snowball   fought   bravely   at   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed.   I  
saw   him   myself.   Did   we   not   give   him   'Animal   Hero,   first   Class,'   immediately   afterwards?"  

"That   was   our   mistake,   comrade.   For   we   know   now−it   is   all   written   down   in   the   secret  
documents   that   we   have   found−that   in   reality   he   was   trying   to   lure   us   to   our   doom."  

"But   he   was   wounded,"   said   Boxer.   "We   all   saw   him   running   with   blood."  
"That   was   part   of   the   arrangement!"   cried   Squealer.   "Jones's   shot   only   grazed   him.   I  

could   show   you   this   in   his   own   writing,   if   you   were   able   to   read   it.   The   plot   was   for   Snowball,   at  
the   critical   moment,   to   give   the   signal   for   flight   and   leave   the   field   to   the   enemy.   And   he   very  
nearly   succeeded−I   will   even   say,   comrades,   he   would   have   succeeded   if   it   had   not   been   for   our  
heroic   Leader,   Comrade   Napoleon.   Do   you   not   remember   how,   just   at   the   moment   when   Jones  
and   his   men   had   got   inside   the   yard,   Snowball   suddenly   turned   and   fled,   and   many   animals  
followed   him?   And   do   you   not   remember,   too,   that   it   was   just   at   that   moment,   when   panic  



was   spreading   and   all   seemed   lost,   that   Comrade   Napoleon   sprang   forward   with   a   cry   of   'Death  
to   Humanity!'   and   sank   his   teeth   in   Jones's   leg?   Surely   you   remember   that,   comrades?"  
exclaimed   Squealer,   frisking   from   side   to   side.  

Now   when   Squealer   described   the   scene   so   graphically,   it   seemed   to   the   animals   that  
they   did   remember   it.   At   any   rate,   they   remembered   that   at   the   critical   moment   of   the   battle  
Snowball   had   turned   to   flee.   But   Boxer   was   still   a   little   uneasy.  

"I   do   not   believe   that   Snowball   was   a   traitor   at   the   beginning,"   he   said   finally.   "What   he  
has   done   since   is   different.   But   I   believe   that   at   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed   he   was   a   good  
comrade."  

"Our   Leader,   Comrade   Napoleon,"   announced   Squealer,   speaking   very   slowly   and   firmly,  
"has   stated   categorically−categorically,   comrade−that   Snowball   was   Jones's   agent   from   the   very  
beginning−yes,   and   from   long   before   the   Rebellion   was   ever   thought   of."  

"Ah,   that   is   different!"   said   Boxer.   "If   Comrade   Napoleon   says   it,   it   must   be   right."  
"That   is   the   true   spirit,   comrade!"   cried   Squealer,   but   it   was   noticed   he   cast   a   very   ugly  

look   at   Boxer   with   his   little   twinkling   eyes.   He   turned   to   go,   then   paused   and   added  
impressively:   "I   warn   every   animal   on   this   farm   to   keep   his   eyes   very   wide   open.   For   we   have  
reason   to   think   that   some   of   Snowball's   secret   agents   are   lurking   among   us   at   this   moment!"  

Four   days   later,   in   the   late   afternoon,   Napoleon   ordered   all   the   animals   to   assemble   in  
the   yard.   When   they   were   all   gathered   together,   Napoleon   emerged   from   the   farmhouse,  
wearing   both   his   medals   (for   he   had   recently   awarded   himself   "Animal   Hero,   First   Class,"   and  
"Animal   Hero,   Second   Class"),   with   his   nine   huge   dogs   frisking   round   him   and   uttering   growls  
that   sent   shivers   down   all   the   animals'   spines.   They   all   cowered   silently   in   their   places,   seeming  
to   know   in   advance   that   some   terrible   thing   was   about   to   happen.  

Napoleon   stood   sternly   surveying   his   audience;   then   he   uttered   a   high−pitched   whimper.  
Immediately   the   dogs   bounded   forward,   seized   four   of   the   pigs   by   the   ear   and   dragged   them,  
squealing   with   pain   and   terror,   to   Napoleon's   feet.   The   pigs'   ears   were   bleeding,   the   dogs   had  
tasted   blood,   and   for   a   few   moments   they   appeared   to   go   quite   mad.   To   the   amazement   of  
everybody,   three   of   them   flung   themselves   upon   Boxer.   Boxer   saw   them   coming   and   put   out   his  
great   hoof,   caught   a   dog   in   mid−air,   and   pinned   him   to   the   ground.   The   dog   shrieked   for   mercy  
and   the   other   two   fled   with   their   tails   between   their   legs.   Boxer   looked   at  
Napoleon   to   know   whether   he   should   crush   the   dog   to   death   or   let   it   go.   Napoleon   appeared   to  
change   countenance,   and   sharply   ordered   Boxer   to   let   the   dog   go,   whereat   Boxer   lifted   his   hoof,  
and   the   dog   slunk   away,   bruised   and   howling.  

Presently   the   tumult   died   down.   The   four   pigs   waited,   trembling,   with   guilt   written   on  
every   line   of   their   countenances.   Napoleon   now   called   upon   them   to   confess   their   crimes.   They  
were   the   same   four   pigs   as   had   protested   when   Napoleon   abolished   the   Sunday   Meetings.  
Without   any   further   prompting   they   confessed   that   they   had   been   secretly   in   touch   with  
Snowball   ever   since   his   expulsion,   that   they   had   collaborated   with   him  

in   destroying   the   windmill,   and   that   they   had   entered   into   an   agreement   with   him   to   hand  
over   Animal   Farm   to   Mr.   Frederick.   They   added   that   Snowball   had   privately   admitted   to   them  
that   he   had   been   Jones's   secret   agent   for   years   past.   When   they   had   finished   their   confession,  
the   dogs   promptly   tore   their   throats   out,   and   in   a   terrible   voice   Napoleon   demanded   whether   any  
other   animal   had   anything   to   confess.  



The   three   hens   who   had   been   the   ringleaders   in   the   attempted   rebellion   over   the   eggs  
now   came   forward   and   stated   that   Snowball   had   appeared   to   them   in   a   dream   and   incited   them  
to   disobey   Napoleon's   orders.   They,   too,   were   slaughtered.   Then   a   goose   came   forward   and  
confessed   to   having   secreted   six   ears   of   corn   during   the   last   year's   harvest   and   eaten   them   in  
the   night.   Then   a   sheep   confessed   to   having   urinated   in   the   drinking   pool−urged   to   do   this,   so  
she   said,   by   Snowball−and   two   other   sheep   confessed   to   having   murdered   an   old   ram,   an  
especially   devoted   follower   of   Napoleon,   by   chasing   him   round   and   round   a   bonfire   when   he  
was   suffering   from   a   cough.   They   were   all   slain   on   the   spot.   And   so   the   tale   of   confessions   and  
executions   went   on,   until   there   was   a   pile   of   corpses   lying   before   Napoleon's   feet   and   the   air  
was   heavy   with   the   smell   of   blood,   which   had   been   unknown   there   since   the   expulsion   of   Jones.  

When   it   was   all   over,   the   remaining   animals,   except   for   the   pigs   and   dogs,   crept   away   in  
a   body.   They   were   shaken   and   miserable.   They   did   not   know   which   was   more   shocking−the  
treachery   of   the   animals   who   had   leagued   themselves   with   Snowball,   or   the   cruel   retribution  
they   had   just   witnessed.   In   the   old   days   there   had   often   been   scenes   of   bloodshed   equally  
terrible,   but   it   seemed   to   all   of   them   that   it   was   far   worse   now   that   it   was   happening   among  
themselves.   Since   Jones   had   left   the   farm,   until   today,   no   animal   had   killed   another  
animal.   Not   even   a   rat   had   been   killed.   They   had   made   their   way   on   to   the   little   knoll   where   the  
half−finished   windmill   stood,   and   with   one   accord   they   all   lay   down   as   though   huddling   together  
for   warmth−Clover,   Muriel,   Benjamin,   the   cows,   the   sheep,   and   a   whole   flock   of   geese   and  
hens−everyone,   indeed,   except   the   cat,   who   had   suddenly   disappeared   just   before   Napoleon  
ordered   the   animals   to   assemble.   For   some   time   nobody   spoke.   Only   Boxer   remained   on   his  
feet.   He   fidgeted   to   and   fro,   swishing   his   long   black   tail   against   his   sides   and   occasionally  
uttering   a   little   whinny   of   surprise.   Finally   he   said:  

"I   do   not   understand   it.   I   would   not   have   believed   that   such   things   could   happen   on   our  
farm.   It   must   be   due   to   some   fault   in   ourselves.   The   solution,   as   I   see   it,   is   to   work   harder.   From  
now   onwards   I   shall   get   up   a   full   hour   earlier   in   the   mornings."  

And   he   moved   off   at   his   lumbering   trot   and   made   for   the   quarry.   Having   got   there,   he  
collected   two   successive   loads   of   stone   and   dragged   them   down   to   the   windmill   before   retiring  
for   the   night.  

The   animals   huddled   about   Clover,   not   speaking.   The   knoll   where   they   were   lying   gave  
them   a   wide   prospect   across   the   countryside.   Most   of   Animal   Farm   was   within   their   view−the  
long   pasture   stretching   down   to   the   main   road,   the   hayfield,   the   spinney,   the   drinking   pool,   the  
ploughed   fields   where   the   young   wheat   was   thick   and   green,   and   the   red   roofs   of   the   farm  
buildings   with   the   smoke   curling   from   the   chimneys.   It   was   a   clear   spring   evening.   The   grass  
and   the   bursting   hedges   were   gilded   by   the   level   rays   of   the   sun.   Never   had   the   farm−and   with  
a   kind   of   surprise   they   remembered   that   it   was   their   own   farm,   every   inch   of   it   their   own  
property−appeared   to   the   animals   so   desirable   a   place.   As   Clover   looked   down   the   hillside   her  
eyes   filled   with   tears.   If   she   could   have   spoken   her   thoughts,   it   would   have   been   to   say   that   this  
was   not   what   they   had   aimed   at   when   they   had   set   themselves   years   ago   to   work   for   the  
overthrow   of   the   human   race.   These   scenes   of   terror   and   slaughter   were   not   what   they   had  
looked   forward   to   on   that   night   when   old   Major   first   stirred   them   to   rebellion.   If   she   herself   had  
had   any   picture   of   the   future,   it   had   been   of   a   society   of   animals   set   free   from   hunger   and   the  
whip,   all   equal,   each   working   according   to   his   capacity,   the   strong   protecting   the   weak,   as   she  



had   protected   the   lost   brood   of   ducklings   with   her   foreleg   on   the   night   of   Major's   speech.  
Instead−she   did   not   know   why−they   had   come   to   a   time   when   no   one   dared   speak   his   mind,  
when   fierce,   growling   dogs   roamed   everywhere,   and   when   you   had   to   watch   your   comrades  
torn   to   pieces   after   confessing   to   shocking   crimes.   There   was   no   thought   of   rebellion   or  
disobedience   in   her   mind.   She   knew   that,   even   as   things   were,   they   were   far   better   off   than   they  
had   been   in   the   days   of   Jones,   and   that   before   all   else   it   was   needful   to   prevent   the   return   of   the  
human   beings.   Whatever   happened   she   would   remain   faithful,   work   hard,   carry   out   the   orders  
that   were   given   to   her,   and   accept   the   leadership   of   Napoleon.   But   still,   it   was   not   for   this   that  
she   and   all   the   other   animals   had   hoped   and   toiled.   It   was   not   for   this   that   they   had   built   the  
windmill   and   faced   the   bullets   of   Jones's   gun.   Such   were   her   thoughts,   though   she   lacked   the  
words   to   express   them.  

At   last,   feeling   this   to   be   in   some   way   a   substitute   for   the   words   she   was   unable   to   find,  
she   began   to   sing   Beasts   of   England   .   The   other   animals   sitting   round   her   took   it   up,   and   they  
sang   it   three   times   over−very   tunefully,   but   slowly   and   mournfully,   in   a   way   they   had   never   sung  
it   before.  

They   had   just   finished   singing   it   for   the   third   time   when   Squealer,   attended   by   two   dogs,  
approached   them   with   the   air   of   having   something   important   to   say.   He   announced   that,   by   a  
special   decree   of   Comrade   Napoleon,   Beasts   of   England   had   been   abolished.   From   now  
onwards   it   was   forbidden   to   sing   it.  

The   animals   were   taken   aback.   "Why?"   cried   Muriel.  
"It's   no   longer   needed,   comrade,"   said   Squealer   stiffly.   "Beasts   of   England   was   the   song  

of   the   Rebellion.   But   the   Rebellion   is   now   completed.   The   execution   of   the   traitors   this   afternoon  
was   the   final   act.   The   enemy   both   external   and   internal   has   been   defeated.   In   Beasts   of  
England   we   expressed   our   longing   for   a   better   society   in   days   to   come.   But   that   society   has   now  
been   established.   Clearly   this   song   has   no   longer   any   purpose."  

Frightened   though   they   were,   some   of   the   animals   might   possibly   have   protested,   but   at  
this   moment   the   sheep   set   up   their   usual   bleating   of   "Four   legs   good,   two   legs   bad,"   which   went  
on   for   several   minutes   and   put   an   end   to   the   discussion.  

So   Beasts   of   England   was   heard   no   more.   In   its   place   Minimus,   the   poet,   had   composed  
another   song   which   began:  

 
Animal   Farm,   Animal   Farm  
Never   through   me   shalt   thou   come   to   harm!  

 
and   this   was   sung   every   Sunday   morning   after   the   hoisting   of   the   flag.   But   somehow   neither   the  
words   nor   the   tune   ever   seemed   to   the   animals   to   come   up   to    Beasts   of   England .   

OBJECTIVE  
Explain   how   George   Orwell   has   interpreted   events   of   the   Russian   Revolution   and   portrayed   them  
in   his   allegorical   text    Animal   Farm .  



READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   —   chapter   7  

TARGET   TASK   

Writing   Prompt  

Read    Animal   Farm ,   chapter   7.   What   connections   can   you   make   between    Animal   Farm    and   the  
Russian   Revolution?  

KEY   QUESTIONS   

● In   a   novel   about   Joseph   Stalin,   McCollum   writes,   “In   Stalin’s   time,   few   people   understood  
the   extent   of   the   disaster.   Stalin   banned   journalists   and   other   writers   from   publishing  
accounts   of   the   famine.”   Where   in    Animal   Farm    does   Orwell   explore   the   idea   that   the  
reality   of   the   animals’   starvation   was   deliberately   concealed?   Support   your   answer   with  
specific   evidence   from    Animal   Farm.  

● In   chapter   7,   Squealer   declares,   “I   want   every   animal   on   this   farm   to   keep   his   eyes   very  
wide   open.   We   have   reason   to   think   that   some   of   Snowball’s   secret   agents   are   lurking  
among   us   at   this   moment.”   What   connections   can   you   make   to   events   of   the   Russian  
Revolution?  

● Do   you   believe   that   the   animals   who   confessed   to   working   with   Snowball   actually   were   in  
contact   with   him?   Explain   your   thinking.  

● What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    and   the  
Russian   Revolution?  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   
Notes   

● Today’s   chapter   is   the   first   in   which   Napoleon   begins   to   show   his   “true   colors”   and   the  
extent   of   his   cruelty.   Students   should   connect   his   paranoia   about   Snowball   with   Stalin’s  
paranoia   about   how   many   people   were   attempting   to   plot   against   him.  

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  
Reading   Standards   for   Literature  



● RL.8.9     —     Compare   and   contrast   a   fictional   portrayal   of   a   time,   place,   or   character   and   a  
historical   account   of   the   same   period   as   a   means   of   understanding   how   authors   of   fiction   use  
or   alter   history.   

  



Lesson   9   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 

VIII  
 

A   FEW   days   later,   when   the   terror   caused   by   the   executions   had   died   down,   some   of   the  
animals   remembered−or   thought   they   remembered−that   the   Sixth   Commandment   decreed   "No  
animal   shall   kill   any   other   animal."   And   though   no   one   cared   to   mention   it   in   the   hearing   of   the  
pigs   or   the   dogs,   it   was   felt   that   the   killings   which   had   taken   place   did   not   square   with   this.  
Clover   asked   Benjamin   to   read   her   the   Sixth   Commandment,   and   when   Benjamin,   as   usual,  
said   that   he   refused   to   meddle   in   such   matters,   she   fetched   Muriel.   Muriel   read   the  
Commandment   for   her.   It   ran:   "No   animal   shall   kill   any   other   animal   without   cause."   Somehow  
or   other,   the   last   two   words   had   slipped   out   of   the   animals'   memory.   But   they   saw   now   that   the  
Commandment   had   not   been   violated;   for   clearly   there   was   good   reason   for   killing   the   traitors  
who   had   leagued   themselves   with   Snowball.  

Throughout   the   year   the   animals   worked   even   harder   than   they   had   worked   in   the  
previous   year   To   rebuild   the   windmill,   with   walls   twice   as   thick   as   before,   and   to   finish   it   by   the  
appointed   date,   together   with   the   regular   work   of   the   farm,   was   a   tremendous   labour.   There  
were   times   when   it   seemed   to   the   animals   that   they   worked   longer   hours   and   fed   no   better   than  
they   had   done   in   Jones's   day.   On   Sunday   mornings   Squealer,   holding   down   a   long   strip   of  
paper   with   his   trotter,   would   read   out   to   them   lists   of   figures   proving   that   the   production   of   every  
class   of   foodstuff   had   increased   by   two   hundred   per   cent,   three   hundred   per   cent,   or   five  
hundred   per   cent,   as   the   case   might   be.   The   animals   saw   no   reason   to   disbelieve   him,  
especially   as   they   could   no   longer   remember   very   clearly   what   conditions   had   been   like   before  
the   Rebellion.   All   the   same,   there   were   days   when   they   felt   that   they   would   sooner   have   had  
less   figures   and   more   food.  

All   orders   were   now   issued   through   Squealer   or   one   of   the   other   pigs.   Napoleon   himself  
was   not   seen   in   public   as   often   as   once   in   a   fortnight.   When   he   did   appear,   he   was   attended   not  
only   by   his   retinue   of   dogs   but   by   a   black   cockerel   who   marched   in   front   of   him   and   acted   as   a  
kind   of   trumpeter,   letting   out   a   loud   "cock−a−doodle−doo"   before   Napoleon   spoke.   Even   in   the  
farmhouse,   it   was   said,   Napoleon   inhabited   separate   apartments   from   the   others.   He   took   his  
meals   alone,   with   two   dogs   to   wait   upon   him,   and   always   ate   from   the   Crown   Derby   dinner  
service   which   had   been   in   the   glass   cupboard   in   the   drawing−room.   It   was   also   announced   that  
the   gun   would   be   fired   every   year   on   Napoleon's   birthday,   as   well   as   on   the   other   two  
anniversaries.  

Napoleon   was   now   never   spoken   of   simply   as   "Napoleon."   He   was   always   referred   to   in  
formal   style   as   "our   Leader,   Comrade   Napoleon,"   and   this   pigs   liked   to   invent   for   him   such   titles  
as   Father   of   All   Animals,   Terror   of   Mankind,   Protector   of   the   Sheep−fold,   Ducklings'   Friend,   and  
the   like.   In   his   speeches,   Squealer   would   talk   with   the   tears   rolling   down   his   cheeks   of  
Napoleon's   wisdom   the   goodness   of   his   heart,   and   the   deep   love   he   bore   to   all   animals  
everywhere,   even   and   especially   the   unhappy   animals   who   still   lived   in   ignorance   and   slavery  
on   other   farms.   It   had   become   usual   to   give   Napoleon   the   credit   for   every   successful  
achievement   and   every   stroke   of   good   fortune.   You   would   often   hear   one   hen   remark   to   another,  



"Under   the   guidance   of   our   Leader,   Comrade   Napoleon,   I   have   laid   five   eggs   in   six   days";   or   two  
cows,   enjoying   a   drink   at   the   pool,   would   exclaim,   "Thanks   to   the   leadership   of   Comrade  
Napoleon,   how   excellent   this   water   tastes!"   The   general   feeling   on   the   farm   was   well   expressed  
in   a   poem   entitled   Comrade   Napoleon,   which   was   composed   by   Minimus   and   which   ran   as  
follows:  

 
Friend   of   fatherless!  
Fountain   of   happiness!  
Lord   of   the   swill−bucket!   Oh,   how   my   soul   is   on   
Fire   when   I   gaze   at   thy  
Calm   and   commanding   eye,  
Like   the   sun   in   the   sky,  
Comrade   Napoleon!  
 
Thou   are   the   giver   of  
All   that   thy   creatures   love,  
Full   belly   twice   a   day,   clean   straw   to   roll   upon;   
Every   beast   great   or   small  
Sleeps   at   peace   in   his   stall,  
Thou   watchest   over   all,  
Comrade   Napoleon!  
 
Had   I   a   sucking−pig,  
Ere   he   had   grown   as   big  
Even   as   a   pint   bottle   or   as   a   rolling−pin,  
He   should   have   learned   to   be  
Faithful   and   true   to   thee,  
Yes,   his   first   squeak   should   be  
"Comrade   Napoleon!"  

 
Napoleon   approved   of   this   poem   and   caused   it   to   be   inscribed   on   the   wall   of   the   big   barn,   at   the  
opposite   end   from   the   Seven   Commandments.   It   was   surmounted   by   a   portrait   of   Napoleon,   in  
profile,   executed   by   Squealer   in   white   paint.  

Meanwhile,   through   the   agency   of   Whymper,   Napoleon   was   engaged   in   complicated  
negotiations   with   Frederick   and   Pilkington.   The   pile   of   timber   was   still   unsold.   Of   the   two,  
Frederick   was   the   more   anxious   to   get   hold   of   it,   but   he   would   not   offer   a   reasonable   price.   At  
the   same   time   there   were   renewed   rumours   that   Frederick   and   his   men   were   plotting   to   attack  
Animal   Farm   and   to   destroy   the   windmill,   the   building   of   which   had   aroused   furious   jealousy   in  
him.   Snowball   was   known   to   be   still   skulking   on   Pinchfield   Farm.   In   the   middle   of   the   summer  
the   animals   were   alarmed   to   hear   that   three   hens   had   come   forward   and   confessed   that,  
inspired   by   Snowball,   they   had   entered   into   a   plot   to   murder   Napoleon.   They   were   executed  
immediately,   and   fresh   precautions   for   Napoleon's   safety   were   taken.   Four   dogs   guarded   his  



bed   at   night,   one   at   each   corner,   and   a   young   pig   named   Pinkeye   was   given   the   task   of   tasting  
all   his   food   before   he   ate   it,   lest   it   should   be   poisoned.  

At   about   the   same   time   it   was   given   out   that   Napoleon   had   arranged   to   sell   the   pile   of  
timber   to   Mr.   Pilkington;   he   was   also   going   to   enter   into   a   regular   agreement   for   the   exchange   of  
certain   products   between   Animal   Farm   and   Foxwood.   The   relations   between   Napoleon   and  
Pilkington,   though   they   were   only   conducted   through   Whymper,   were   now   almost   friendly.   The  
animals   distrusted   Pilkington,   as   a   human   being,   but   greatly   preferred   him   to   Frederick,   whom  
they   both   feared   and   hated.   As   the   summer   wore   on,   and   the   windmill   neared   completion,   the  
rumours   of   an   impending   treacherous   attack   grew   stronger   and   stronger.   Frederick,   it   was   said,  
intended   to   bring   against   them   twenty   men   all   armed   with   guns,   and   he   had   already   bribed   the  
magistrates   and   police,   so   that   if   he   could   once   get   hold   of   the   title−deeds   of   Animal   Farm   they  
would   ask   no   questions.   Moreover,   terrible   stories   were   leaking   out   from   Pinchfield   about   the  
cruelties   that   Frederick   practised   upon   his   animals.   He   had   flogged   an   old   horse   to   death,   he  
starved   his   cows,   he   had   killed   a   dog   by   throwing   it   into   the   furnace,   he   amused   himself   in   the  
evenings   by   making   cocks   fight   with   splinters   of   razor−blade   tied   to   their   spurs.   The   animals'  
blood   boiled   with   rage   when   they   heard   of   these   things   being   done   to   their   comrades,   and  
sometimes   they   clamoured   to   be   allowed   to   go   out   in   a   body   and   attack   Pinchfield   Farm,   drive  
out   the   humans,   and   set   the   animals   free.   But   Squealer   counselled   them   to   avoid   rash   actions  
and   trust   in   Comrade   Napoleon's   strategy.  

Nevertheless,   feeling   against   Frederick   continued   to   run   high.   One   Sunday   morning  
Napoleon   appeared   in   the   barn   and   explained   that   he   had   never   at   any   time   contemplated  
selling   the   pile   of   timber   to   Frederick;   he   considered   it   beneath   his   dignity,   he   said,   to   have  
dealings   with   scoundrels   of   that   description.   The   pigeons   who   were   still   sent   out   to   spread  
tidings   of   the   Rebellion   were   forbidden   to   set   foot   anywhere   on   Foxwood,   and   were   also   ordered  
to   drop   their   former   slogan   of   "Death   to   Humanity"   in   favour   of   "Death   to   Frederick."   In   the   late  
summer   yet   another   of   Snowball's   machinations   was   laid   bare.   The   wheat   crop   was   full   of  
weeds,   and   it   was   discovered   that   on   one   of   his   nocturnal   visits   Snowball   had   mixed   weed  
seeds   with   the   seed   corn.   A   gander   who   had   been   privy   to   the   plot   had   confessed   his   guilt   to  
Squealer   and   immediately   committed   suicide   by   swallowing   deadly   nightshade   berries.   The  
animals   now   also   learned   that   Snowball   had   never−as   many   of   them   had   believed  
hitherto−received   the   order   of   "Animal   Hero,   First   Class."   This   was   merely   a   legend   which   had  
been   spread   some   time   after   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed   by   Snowball   himself.   So   far   from   being  
decorated,   he   had   been   censured   for   showing   cowardice   in   the   battle.   Once   again   some   of   the  
animals   heard   this   with   a   certain   bewilderment,   but   Squealer   was   soon   able   to   convince   them  
that   their   memories   had   been   at   fault.  

In   the   autumn,   by   a   tremendous,   exhausting   effort−for   the   harvest   had   to   be   gathered   at  
almost   the   same   time−the   windmill   was   finished.   The   machinery   had   still   to   be   installed,   and  
Whymper   was   negotiating   the   purchase   of   it,   but   the   structure   was   completed.   In   the   teeth   of  
every   difficulty,   in   spite   of   inexperience,   of   primitive   implements,   of   bad   luck   and   of   Snowball's  
treachery,   the   work   had   been   finished   punctually   to   the   very   day!   Tired   out   but   proud,   the  
animals   walked   round   and   round   their   masterpiece,   which   appeared   even   more   beautiful   in   their  
eyes   than   when   it   had   been   built   the   first   time.   Moreover,   the   walls   were   twice   as   thick   as  
before.   Nothing   short   of   explosives   would   lay   them   low   this   time!   And   when   they   thought   of   how  



they   had   laboured,   what   discouragements   they   had   overcome,   and   the   enormous   difference  
that   would   be   made   in   their   lives   when   the   sails   were   turning   and   the   dynamos   running−when  
they   thought   of   all   this,   their   tiredness   forsook   them   and   they   gambolled   round   and   round   the  
windmill,   uttering   cries   of   triumph.   Napoleon   himself,   attended   by   his   dogs   and   his   cockerel,  
came   down   to   inspect   the   completed   work;   he   personally   congratulated   the   animals   on   their  
achievement,   and   announced   that   the   mill   would   be   named   Napoleon   Mill.  

Two   days   later   the   animals   were   called   together   for   a   special   meeting   in   the   barn.   They  
were   struck   dumb   with   surprise   when   Napoleon   announced   that   he   had   sold   the   pile   of   timber   to  
Frederick.   Tomorrow   Frederick's   wagons   would   arrive   and   begin   carting   it   away.   Throughout   the  
whole   period   of   his   seeming   friendship   with   Pilkington,   Napoleon   had   really   been   in   secret  
agreement   with   Frederick.  

All   relations   with   Foxwood   had   been   broken   off;   insulting   messages   had   been   sent   to  
Pilkington.   The   pigeons   had   been   told   to   avoid   Pinchfield   Farm   and   to   alter   their   slogan   from  
"Death   to   Frederick"   to   "Death   to   Pilkington."   At   the   same   time   Napoleon   assured   the   animals  
that   the   stories   of   an   impending   attack   on   Animal   Farm   were   completely   untrue,   and   that   the  
tales   about   Frederick's   cruelty   to   his   own   animals   had   been   greatly   exaggerated.   All   these  
rumours   had   probably   originated   with   Snowball   and   his   agents.   It   now   appeared   that   Snowball  
was   not,   after   all,   hiding   on   Pinchfield   Farm,   and   in   fact   had   never   been   there   in   his   life:   he   was  
living−in   considerable   luxury,   so   it   was   said−at   Foxwood,   and   had   in   reality   been   a   pensioner   of  
Pilkington   for   years   past.  

The   pigs   were   in   ecstasies   over   Napoleon's   cunning.   By   seeming   to   be   friendly   with  
Pilkington   he   had   forced   Frederick   to   raise   his   price   by   twelve   pounds.   But   the   superior   quality  
of   Napoleon's   mind,   said   Squealer,   was   shown   in   the   fact   that   he   trusted   nobody,   not   even  
Frederick.   Frederick   had   wanted   to   pay   for   the   timber   with   something   called   a   cheque,   which,   it  
seemed,   was   a   piece   of   paper   with   a   promise   to   pay   written   upon   it.   But   Napoleon   was   too  
clever   for   him.   He   had   demanded   payment   in   real   five−pound   notes,   which   were   to   be   handed  
over   before   the   timber   was   removed.   Already   Frederick   had   paid   up;   and   the   sum   he   had   paid  
was   just   enough   to   buy   the   machinery   for   the   windmill.  

Meanwhile   the   timber   was   being   carted   away   at   high   speed.   When   it   was   all   gone,  
another   special   meeting   was   held   in   the   barn   for   the   animals   to   inspect   Frederick's   bank−notes.  
Smiling   beatifically,   and   wearing   both   his   decorations,   Napoleon   reposed   on   a   bed   of   straw   on  
the   platform,   with   the   money   at   his   side,   neatly   piled   on   a   china   dish   from   the   farmhouse  
kitchen.   The   animals   filed   slowly   past,   and   each   gazed   his   fill.   And   Boxer   put   out   his   nose   to  
sniff   at   the   bank−notes,   and   the   flimsy   white   things   stirred   and   rustled   in   his   breath.  

Three   days   later   there   was   a   terrible   hullabaloo.   Whymper,   his   face   deadly   pale,   came  
racing   up   the   path   on   his   bicycle,   flung   it   down   in   the   yard   and   rushed   straight   into   the  
farmhouse.   The   next   moment   a   choking   roar   of   rage   sounded   from   Napoleon's   apartments.   The  
news   of   what   had   happened   sped   round   the   farm   like   wildfire.   The   banknotes   were   forgeries!  
Frederick   had   got   the   timber   for   nothing!  

Napoleon   called   the   animals   together   immediately   and   in   a   terrible   voice   pronounced   the  
death   sentence   upon   Frederick.   When   captured,   he   said,   Frederick   should   be   boiled   alive.   At  
the   same   time   he   warned   them   that   after   this   treacherous   deed   the   worst   was   to   be   expected.  
Frederick   and   his   men   might   make   their   long−expected   attack   at   any   moment.   Sentinels   were  



placed   at   all   the   approaches   to   the   farm.   In   addition,   four   pigeons   were   sent   to   Foxwood   with   a  
conciliatory   message,   which   it   was   hoped   might   re−establish   good   relations   with   Pilkington.  

The   very   next   morning   the   attack   came.   The   animals   were   at   breakfast   when   the  
look−outs   came   racing   in   with   the   news   that   Frederick   and   his   followers   had   already   come  
through   the   five−barred   gate.   Boldly   enough   the   animals   sallied   forth   to   meet   them,   but   this   time  
they   did   not   have   the   easy   victory   that   they   had   had   in   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed.   There   were  
fifteen   men,   with   half   a   dozen   guns   between   them,   and   they   opened   fire   as   soon   as   they   got  
within   fifty   yards.   The   animals   could   not   face   the   terrible   explosions   and   the   stinging   pellets,   and  
in   spite   of   the   efforts   of   Napoleon   and   Boxer   to   rally   them,   they   were   soon   driven   back.   A  
number   of   them   were   already   wounded.   They   took   refuge   in   the   farm   buildings   and   peeped  
cautiously   out   from   chinks   and   knot−holes.   The   whole   of   the   big   pasture,   including   the   windmill,  
was   in   the   hands   of   the   enemy.   For   the   moment   even   Napoleon   seemed   at   a   loss.   He   paced   up  
and   down   without   a   word,   his   tail   rigid   and   twitching.   Wistful   glances   were   sent   in   the   direction   of  
Foxwood.   If   Pilkington   and   his   men   would   help   them,   the   day   might   yet   be   won.   But   at   this  
moment   the   four   pigeons,   who   had   been   sent   out   on   the   day   before,   returned,   one   of   them  
bearing   a   scrap   of   paper   from   Pilkington.   On   it   was   pencilled   the   words:   "Serves   you   right."  

Meanwhile   Frederick   and   his   men   had   halted   about   the   windmill.   The   animals   watched  
them,   and   a   murmur   of   dismay   went   round.   Two   of   the   men   had   produced   a   crowbar   and   a  
sledge   hammer.   They   were   going   to   knock   the   windmill   down.  

"Impossible!"   cried   Napoleon.   "We   have   built   the   walls   far   too   thick   for   that.   They   could  
not   knock   it   down   in   a   week.   Courage,   comrades!"  

But   Benjamin   was   watching   the   movements   of   the   men   intently.   The   two   with   the  
hammer   and   the   crowbar   were   drilling   a   hole   near   the   base   of   the   windmill.   Slowly,   and   with   an  
air   almost   of   amusement,   Benjamin   nodded   his   long   muzzle.  

"I   thought   so,"   he   said.   "Do   you   not   see   what   they   are   doing?   In   another   moment   they  
are   going   to   pack   blasting   powder   into   that   hole."  

Terrified,   the   animals   waited.   It   was   impossible   now   to   venture   out   of   the   shelter   of   the  
buildings.   After   a   few   minutes   the   men   were   seen   to   be   running   in   all   directions.   Then   there   was  
a   deafening   roar.   The   pigeons   swirled   into   the   air,   and   all   the   animals,   except   Napoleon,   flung  
themselves   flat   on   their   bellies   and   hid   their   faces.   When   they   got   up   again,   a   huge   cloud   of  
black   smoke   was   hanging   where   the   windmill   had   been.   Slowly   the   breeze   drifted   it   away.   The  
windmill   had   ceased   to   exist!  

At   this   sight   the   animals'   courage   returned   to   them.   The   fear   and   despair   they   had   felt   a  
moment   earlier   were   drowned   in   their   rage   against   this   vile,   contemptible   act.   A   mighty   cry   for  
vengeance   went   up,   and   without   waiting   for   further   orders   they   charged   forth   in   a   body   and  
made   straight   for   the   enemy.   This   time   they   did   not   heed   the   cruel   pellets   that   swept   over   them  
like   hail.   It   was   a   savage,   bitter   battle.   The   men   fired   again   and   again,   and,   when   the   animals  
got   to   close   quarters,   lashed   out   with   their   sticks   and   their   heavy   boots.   A   cow,   three   sheep,   and  
two   geese   were   killed,   and   nearly   everyone   was   wounded.   Even   Napoleon,   who   was   directing  
operations   from   the   rear,   had   the   tip   of   his   tail   chipped   by   a   pellet.   But   the   men   did   not   go  
unscathed   either.   Three   of   them   had   their   heads   broken   by   blows   from   Boxer's   hoofs;   another  
was   gored   in   the   belly   by   a   cow's   horn;   another   had   his   trousers   nearly   torn   off   by   Jessie   and  
Bluebell.   And   when   the   nine   dogs   of   Napoleon's   own   bodyguard,   whom   he   had   instructed   to  



make   a   detour   under   cover   of   the   hedge,   suddenly   appeared   on   the   men's   flank,   baying  
ferociously,   panic   overtook   them.   They   saw   that   they   were   in   danger   of   being   surrounded.  
Frederick   shouted   to   his   men   to   get   out   while   the   going   was   good,   and   the   next   moment   the  
cowardly   enemy   was   running   for   dear   life.   The   animals   chased   them   right   down   to   the   bottom   of  
the   field,   and   got   in   some   last   kicks   at   them   as   they   forced   their   way   through   the   thorn   hedge.  

They   had   won,   but   they   were   weary   and   bleeding.   Slowly   they   began   to   limp   back  
towards   the   farm.   The   sight   of   their   dead   comrades   stretched   upon   the   grass   moved   some   of  
them   to   tears.   And   for   a   little   while   they   halted   in   sorrowful   silence   at   the   place   where   the  
windmill   had   once   stood.   Yes,   it   was   gone;   almost   the   last   trace   of   their   labour   was   gone!   Even  
the   foundations   were   partially   destroyed.   And   in   rebuilding   it   they   could   not   this   time,   as   before,  
make   use   of   the   fallen   stones.   This   time   the   stones   had   vanished   too.   The   force   of   the   explosion  
had   flung   them   to   distances   of   hundreds   of   yards.   It   was   as   though   the   windmill   had   never   been.  

As   they   approached   the   farm   Squealer,   who   had   unaccountably   been   absent   during   the  
fighting,   came   skipping   towards   them,   whisking   his   tail   and   beaming   with   satisfaction.   And   the  
animals   heard,   from   the   direction   of   the   farm   buildings,   the   solemn   booming   of   a   gun.  

"What   is   that   gun   firing   for?"   said   Boxer.   "To   celebrate   our   victory!"   cried   Squealer.  
"What   victory?"   said   Boxer.   His   knees   were   bleeding,   he   had   lost   a   shoe   and   split   his  

hoof,   and   a   dozen   pellets   had   lodged   themselves   in   his   hind   leg.  
"What   victory,   comrade?   Have   we   not   driven   the   enemy   off   our   soil−the   sacred   soil   of  

Animal   Farm?   "   
"But   they   have   destroyed   the   windmill.   And   we   had   worked   on   it   for   two   years!"  
"What   matter?   We   will   build   another   windmill.   We   will   build   six   windmills   if   we   feel   like   it.  

You   do   not   appreciate,   comrade,   the   mighty   thing   that   we   have   done.   The   enemy   was   in  
occupation   of   this   very   ground   that   we   stand   upon.   And   now−thanks   to   the   leadership   of  
Comrade   Napoleon−we   have   won   every   inch   of   it   back   again!"  

"Then   we   have   won   back   what   we   had   before,"   said   Boxer.   "That   is   our   victory,"   said  
Squealer.  

They   limped   into   the   yard.   The   pellets   under   the   skin   of   Boxer's   leg   smarted   painfully.   He  
saw   ahead   of   him   the   heavy   labour   of   rebuilding   the   windmill   from   the   foundations,   and   already  
in   imagination   he   braced   himself   for   the   task.   But   for   the   first   time   it   occurred   to   him   that   he   was  
eleven   years   old   and   that   perhaps   his   great   muscles   were   not   quite   what   they   had   once   been.  

But   when   the   animals   saw   the   green   flag   flying,   and   heard   the   gun   firing   again−seven  
times   it   was   fired   in   all−and   heard   the   speech   that   Napoleon   made,   congratulating   them   on   their  
conduct,   it   did   seem   to   them   after   all   that   they   had   won   a   great   victory.   The   animals   slain   in   the  
battle   were   given   a   solemn   funeral.   Boxer   and   Clover   pulled   the   wagon   which   served   as   a  
hearse,   and   Napoleon   himself   walked   at   the   head   of   the   procession.   Two   whole   days   were  
given   over   to   celebrations.   There   were   songs,   speeches,   and   more   firing   of   the   gun,   and   a  
special   gift   of   an   apple   was   bestowed   on   every   animal,   with   two   ounces   of   corn   for   each   bird  
and   three   biscuits   for   each   dog.   It   was   announced   that   the   battle   would   be   called   the   Battle   of  
the   Windmill,   and   that   Napoleon   had   created   a   new   decoration,   the   Order   of   the   Green   Banner,  
which   he   had   conferred   upon   himself.   In   the   general   rejoicings   the   unfortunate   affair   of   the  
banknotes   was   forgotten.  



It   was   a   few   days   later   than   this   that   the   pigs   came   upon   a   case   of   whisky   in   the   cellars  
of   the   farmhouse.   It   had   been   overlooked   at   the   time   when   the   house   was   first   occupied.   That  
night   there   came   from   the   farmhouse   the   sound   of   loud   singing,   in   which,   to   everyone's   surprise,  
the   strains   of   Beasts   of   England   were   mixed   up.   At   about   half   past   nine   Napoleon,   wearing   an  
old   bowler   hat   of   Mr.   Jones's,   was   distinctly   seen   to   emerge   from   the   back   door,   gallop   rapidly  
round   the   yard,   and   disappear   indoors   again.   But   in   the   morning   a   deep   silence   hung   over   the  
farmhouse.   Not   a   pig   appeared   to   be   stirring.   It   was   nearly   nine   o'clock   when   Squealer   made   his  
appearance,   walking   slowly   and   dejectedly,   his   eyes   dull,   his   tail   hanging   limply   behind   him,   and  
with   every   appearance   of   being   seriously   ill.   He   called   the   animals   together   and   told   them   that  
he   had   a   terrible   piece   of   news   to   impart.   Comrade   Napoleon   was   dying!  

A   cry   of   lamentation   went   up.   Straw   was   laid   down   outside   the   doors   of   the   farmhouse,  
and   the   animals   walked   on   tiptoe.   With   tears   in   their   eyes   they   asked   one   another   what   they  
should   do   if   their   Leader   were   taken   away   from   them.   A   rumour   went   round   that   Snowball   had  
after   all   contrived   to   introduce   poison   into   Napoleon's   food.   At   eleven   o'clock   Squealer   came   out  
to   make   another   announcement.   As   his   last   act   upon   earth,   Comrade   Napoleon   had  
pronounced   a   solemn   decree:   the   drinking   of   alcohol   was   to   be   punished   by   death.  

By   the   evening,   however,   Napoleon   appeared   to   be   somewhat   better,   and   the   following  
morning   Squealer   was   able   to   tell   them   that   he   was   well   on   the   way   to   recovery.   By   the   evening  
of   that   day   Napoleon   was   back   at   work,   and   on   the   next   day   it   was   learned   that   he   had  
instructed   Whymper   to   purchase   in   Willingdon   some   booklets   on   brewing   and   distilling.   A   week  
later   Napoleon   gave   orders   that   the   small   paddock   beyond   the   orchard,   which   it   had   previously  
been   intended   to   set   aside   as   a   grazing−ground   for   animals   who   were   past   work,   was   to   be  
ploughed   up.   It   was   given   out   that   the   pasture   was   exhausted   and   needed   re−seeding;   but   it  
soon   became   known   that   Napoleon   intended   to   sow   it   with   barley.  

About   this   time   there   occurred   a   strange   incident   which   hardly   anyone   was   able   to  
understand.   One   night   at   about   twelve   o'clock   there   was   a   loud   crash   in   the   yard,   and   the  
animals   rushed   out   of   their   stalls.   It   was   a   moonlit   night.   At   the   foot   of   the   end   wall   of   the   big  
barn,   where   the   Seven   Commandments   were   written,   there   lay   a   ladder   broken   in   two   pieces.  
Squealer,   temporarily   stunned,   was   sprawling   beside   it,   and   near   at   hand   there   lay   a   lantern,   a  
paint−brush,   and   an   overturned   pot   of   white   paint.   The   dogs   immediately   made   a   ring   round  
Squealer,   and   escorted   him   back   to   the   farmhouse   as   soon   as   he   was   able   to   walk.   None   of   the  
animals   could   form   any   idea   as   to   what   this   meant,   except   old   Benjamin,   who   nodded   his  
muzzle   with   a   knowing   air,   and   seemed   to   understand,   but   would   say   nothing.  

But   a   few   days   later   Muriel,   reading   over   the   Seven   Commandments   to   herself,   noticed  
that   there   was   yet   another   of   them   which   the   animals   had   remembered   wrong.   They   had  
thought   the   Fifth   Commandment   was   "No   animal   shall   drink   alcohol,"   but   there   were   two   words  
that   they   had   forgotten.   Actually   the   Commandment   read:   "No   animal   shall   drink   alcohol   to  
excess."   

 
 
 
 
 



Lesson   9:    Animal   Farm  
 
Objective:  
 
   Explain   how   a   reader's   knowledge   of   historic   events   impacts   a   reader's   point   of   view   of   events  
in    Animal   Farm    and   how   that   point   of   view   differs   from   that   of   the   characters   in   the   text.   
 
Reading   and   Materials:   
 
Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   chapter   8  
 
Current   Standards:   

   
Reading   Standards   for   Literature  
 

● RL.8.6   —   Analyze   how   differences   in   the   points   of   view   of   the   characters   and   the  
audience   or   reader   (e.g.,   created   through   the   use   of   dramatic   irony)   create   such   effects  
as   suspense   or   humor.  

Reading   Standards   for   Literature  

● RL.7.9   —   Compare   and   contrast   a   fictional   portrayal   of   a   time,   place,   or   character   and   a  
historical   account   of   the   same   period   as   a   means   of   understanding   how   authors   of   fiction  
use   or   alter   history.   

Writing   Prompt  
Based   on   the   reader’s   knowledge   of   historical   events,   what   does   the   reader   know   will   probably  
happen   to   the   deal   between   Napoleon   and   Frederick?   What   is   the   result   of   this   difference   in  
point   of   view   between   the   reader   and   the   characters?   
 
 
Key   Questions:   

What   historical   figure   does   Frederick   most   likely   represent?   Support   your   answer   with  
evidence   from    Animal   Farm .  

In   chapter   8   paragraph   1,   the   animals   reread   the   commandments   and   discover   that  
commandment   6   reads,   “’No   animal   shall   kill   any   other   animal   without   cause.’   Somehow  
or   other,   the   last   two   words   had   slipped   out   of   the   animals’   memory.”   What   does   the  
reader   understand   that   the   other   animals   do   not?   What   is   the   result   of   this   difference   in  
point   of   view   between   the   reader   and   the   characters?  



What   does   the   reader   understand   about   the   scene   where   Squealer   is   found   on   the  
broken   ladder   that   the   animals   do   not   seem   to   understand?  

What   emotions   does   this   book   bring   up   for   you?   What   does   Orwell   hope   that   the   reader  
will   feel   reading   this   book?   
 

What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    and   the  
Russian   Revolution?   

 

Lesson   Guidance:   

● Sometimes,   the   point   of   view   of   the   audience   is   significantly   different   from   that   of   the  
characters,   usually   because   the   audience   knows   something   that   the   characters   do   not.  
This   is   called   dramatic   irony.   Dramatic   irony   is   a   technique   that   authors   use   to   create  
tension   (usually   in   the   form   of   humor,   frustration,   or   suspense)   in   their   writing.   Dramatic  
irony   is   the   feeling   you   have   when   you   want   to   yell   at   the   character   in   the   movie,   “Watch  
out!   The   murderer   is   waiting   in   your   closet!”  

● The   point   of   view   of   characters   and   the   reader/audience   might   be   different   for   a   number  
of   reasons.   It   may   be   because   the   characters   are   naive   and   don’t   understand   how   the  
world   really   works,   because   the   author   has   let   the   reader   in   on   a   secret   that   the  
characters   don’t   know,   or   because   the   reader   has   historical   knowledge   that   the  
characters   may   not.   This   is   the   case   in    Animal   Farm .  

● The   video   In   on   a   Secret?   That's   Dramatic   Irony   -   Christopher   Warner   by   TED-Ed  
(YouTube)   is   helpful   in   explaining   this   concept.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZFYuX84n1U  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZFYuX84n1U


Lesson   10   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 

IX  
 

BOXER'S   split   hoof   was   a   long   time   in   healing.   They   had   started   the   rebuilding   of   the  
windmill   the   day   after   the   victory   celebrations   were   ended   Boxer   refused   to   take   even   a   day   off  
work,   and   made   it   a   point   of   honour   not   to   let   it   be   seen   that   he   was   in   pain.   In   the   evenings   he  
would   admit   privately   to   Clover   that   the   hoof   troubled   him   a   great   deal.   Clover   treated   the   hoof  
with   poultices   of   herbs   which   she   prepared   by   chewing   them,   and   both   she   and   Benjamin   urged  
Boxer   to   work   less   hard.   "A   horse's   lungs   do   not   last   for   ever,"   she   said   to   him.   But   Boxer   would  
not   listen.   He   had,   he   said,   only   one   real   ambition   left−to   see   the   windmill   well   under   way   before  
he   reached   the   age   for   retirement.  

At   the   beginning,   when   the   laws   of   Animal   Farm   were   first   formulated,   the   retiring   age  
had   been   fixed   for   horses   and   pigs   at   twelve,   for   cows   at   fourteen,   for   dogs   at   nine,   for   sheep   at  
seven,   and   for   hens   and   geese   at   five.   Liberal   old−age   pensions   had   been   agreed   upon.   As   yet  
no   animal   had   actually   retired   on   pension,   but   of   late   the   subject   had   been   discussed   more   and  
more.   Now   that   the   small   field   beyond   the   orchard   had   been   set   aside   for   barley,   it   was  
rumoured   that   a   corner   of   the   large   pasture   was   to   be   fenced   off   and   turned   into   a  
grazing−ground   for   superannuated   animals.   For   a   horse,   it   was   said,   the   pension   would   be   five  
pounds   of   corn   a   day   and,   in   winter,   fifteen   pounds   of   hay,   with   a   carrot   or   possibly   an   apple   on  
public   holidays.   Boxer's   twelfth   birthday   was   due   in   the   late   summer   of   the   following   year.  

Meanwhile   life   was   hard.   The   winter   was   as   cold   as   the   last   one   had   been,   and   food   was  
even   shorter.   Once   again   all   rations   were   reduced,   except   those   of   the   pigs   and   the   dogs.   A   too  
rigid   equality   in   rations,   Squealer   explained,   would   have   been   contrary   to   the   principles   of  
Animalism.   In   any   case   he   had   no   difficulty   in   proving   to   the   other   animals   that   they   were   not   in  
reality   short   of   food,   whatever   the   appearances   might   be.   For   the   time   being,   certainly,   it   had  
been   found   necessary   to   make   a   readjustment   of   rations   (Squealer   always   spoke   of   it   as   a  
"readjustment,"   never   as   a   "reduction"),   but   in   comparison   with   the   days   of   Jones,   the  
improvement   was   enormous.   Reading   out   the   figures   in   a   shrill,   rapid   voice,   he   proved   to   them  
in   detail   that   they   had   more   oats,   more   hay,   more   turnips   than   they   had   had   in   Jones's   day,   that  
they   worked   shorter   hours,   that   their   drinking   water   was   of   better   quality,   that   they   lived   longer,  
that   a   larger   proportion   of   their   young   ones   survived   infancy,   and   that   they   had   more   straw   in  
their   stalls   and   suffered   less   from   fleas.   The   animals   believed   every   word   of   it.   Truth   to   tell,  
Jones   and   all   he   stood   for   had   almost   faded   out   of   their   memories.   They   knew   that   life  
nowadays   was   harsh   and   bare,   that   they   were   often   hungry   and   often   cold,   and   that   they 
were   usually   working   when   they   were   not   asleep.   But   doubtless   it   had   been   worse   in   the   old  
days.   They   were   glad   to   believe   so.   Besides,   in   those   days   they   had   been   slaves   and   now   they  
were   free,   and   that   made   all   the   difference,   as   Squealer   did   not   fail   to   point   out.  

There   were   many   more   mouths   to   feed   now.   In   the   autumn   the   four   sows   had   all   littered  
about   simultaneously,   producing   thirty−one   young   pigs   between   them.   The   young   pigs   were  
piebald,   and   as   Napoleon   was   the   only   boar   on   the   farm,   it   was   possible   to   guess   at   their  
parentage.   It   was   announced   that   later,   when   bricks   and   timber   had   been   purchased,   a  



schoolroom   would   be   built   in   the   farmhouse   garden.   For   the   time   being,   the   young   pigs   were  
given   their   instruction   by   Napoleon   himself   in   the   farmhouse   kitchen.   They   took   their   exercise   in  
the   garden,   and   were   discouraged   from   playing   with   the   other   young   animals.   About   this   time,  
too,   it   was   laid   down   as   a   rule   that   when   a   pig   and   any   other   animal   met   on   the   path,   the   other  
animal   must   stand   aside:   and   also   that   all   pigs,   of   whatever   degree,   were   to   have   the   privilege  
of   wearing   green   ribbons   on   their   tails   on   Sundays.  

The   farm   had   had   a   fairly   successful   year,   but   was   still   short   of   money.   There   were   the  
bricks,   sand,   and   lime   for   the   schoolroom   to   be   purchased,   and   it   would   also   be   necessary   to  
begin   saving   up   again   for   the   machinery   for   the   windmill.   Then   there   were   lamp   oil   and   candles  
for   the   house,   sugar   for   Napoleon's   own   table   (he   forbade   this   to   the   other   pigs,   on   the   ground  
that   it   made   them   fat),   and   all   the   usual   replacements   such   as   tools,   nails,   string,   coal,   wire,  
scrap−iron,   and   dog   biscuits.   A   stump   of   hay   and   part   of   the   potato   crop   were   sold   off,   and   the  
contract   for   eggs   was   increased   to   six   hundred   a   week,   so   that   that   year   the   hens   barely  
hatched   enough   chicks   to   keep   their   numbers   at   the   same   level.   Rations,   reduced   in   December,  
were   reduced   again   in   February,   and   lanterns   in   the   stalls   were   forbidden   to   save   Oil.   But   the  
pigs   seemed   comfortable   enough,   and   in   fact   were   putting   on   weight   if   anything.   One   afternoon  
in   late   February   a   warm,   rich,   appetising   scent,   such   as   the   animals   had   never   smelt   before,  
wafted   itself   across   the   yard   from   the   little   brew−house,   which   had   been   disused   in   Jones's  
time,   and   which   stood   beyond   the   kitchen.   Someone   said   it   was   the   smell   of   cooking   barley.   The  
animals   sniffed   the   air   hungrily   and   wondered   whether   a   warm   mash   was   being   prepared   for  
their   supper.   But   no   warm   mash   appeared,   and   on   the   following   Sunday   it   was   announced   that  
from   now   onwards   all   barley   would   be   reserved   for   the   pigs.   The   field   beyond   the   orchard  
had   already   been   sown   with   barley.   And   the   news   soon   leaked   out   that   every   pig   was   now  
receiving   a   ration   of   a   pint   of   beer   daily,   with   half   a   gallon   for   Napoleon   himself,   which   was  
always   served   to   him   in   the   Crown   Derby   soup   tureen.  

But   if   there   were   hardships   to   be   borne,   they   were   partly   offset   by   the   fact   that   life  
nowadays   had   a   greater   dignity   than   it   had   had   before.   There   were   more   songs,   more  
speeches,   more   processions.   Napoleon   had   commanded   that   once   a   week   there   should   be   held  
something   called   a   Spontaneous   Demonstration,   the   object   of   which   was   to   celebrate   the  
struggles   and   triumphs   of   Animal   Farm.   At   the   appointed   time   the   animals   would   leave   their  
work   and   march   round   the   precincts   of   the   farm   in   military   formation,   with   the   pigs   leading,   then  
the   horses,   then   the   cows,   then   the   sheep,   and   then   the   poultry.   The   dogs   flanked   the  
procession   and   at   the   head   of   all   marched   Napoleon's   black   cockerel.   Boxer   and   Clover   always  
carried   between   them   a   green   banner   marked   with   the   hoof   and   the   horn   and   the   caption,   "Long  
live   Comrade   Napoleon!   "   Afterwards   there   were   recitations   of   poems   composed   in   Napoleon's  
honour,   and   a   speech   by   Squealer   giving   particulars   of   the   latest   increases   in   the   production   of  
foodstuffs,   and   on   occasion   a   shot   was   fired   from   the   gun.   The   sheep   were   the   greatest  
devotees   of   the   Spontaneous   Demonstration,   and   if   anyone   complained   (as   a   few   animals  
sometimes   did,   when   no   pigs   or   dogs   were   near)   that   they   wasted   time   and   meant   a   lot   of  
standing   about   in   the   cold,   the   sheep   were   sure   to   silence   him   with   a   tremendous   bleating   of  
"Four   legs   good,   two   legs   bad!"   But   by   and   large   the   animals   enjoyed   these   celebrations.   They  
found   it   comforting   to   be   reminded   that,   after   all,   they   were   truly   their   own   masters   and   that   the  
work   they   did   was   for   their   own   benefit.   So   that,   what   with   the   songs,   the   processions,  



Squealer's   lists   of   figures,   the   thunder   of   the   gun,   the   crowing   of   the   cockerel,   and   the   fluttering  
of   the   flag,   they   were   able   to   forget   that   their   bellies   were   empty,   at   least   part   of   the   time.  

In   April,   Animal   Farm   was   proclaimed   a   Republic,   and   it   became   necessary   to   elect   a  
President.   There   was   only   one   candidate,   Napoleon,   who   was   elected   unanimously.   On   the  
same   day   it   was   given   out   that   fresh   documents   had   been   discovered   which   revealed   further  
details   about   Snowball's   complicity   with   Jones.   It   now   appeared   that   Snowball   had   not,   as   the  
animals   had   previously   imagined,   merely   attempted   to   lose   the   Battle   of   the   Cowshed   by   means  
of   a   stratagem,   but   had   been   openly   fighting   on   Jones's   side.   In   fact,   it   was   he   who   had   actually  
been   the   leader   of   the   human   forces,   and   had   charged   into   battle   with   the   words   "Long   live  
Humanity!"   on   his   lips.   The   wounds   on   Snowball's   back,   which   a   few   of   the   animals   still  
remembered   to   have   seen,   had   been   inflicted   by   Napoleon's   teeth.  

In   the   middle   of   the   summer   Moses   the   raven   suddenly   reappeared   on   the   farm,   after   an  
absence   of   several   years.   He   was   quite   unchanged,   still   did   no   work,   and   talked   in   the   same  
strain   as   ever   about   Sugarcandy   Mountain.   He   would   perch   on   a   stump,   flap   his   black   wings,  
and   talk   by   the   hour   to   anyone   who   would   listen.   "Up   there,   comrades,"   he   would   say   solemnly,  
pointing   to   the   sky   with   his   large   beak−"up   there,   just   on   the   other   side   of   that   dark   cloud   that  
you   can   see−there   it   lies,   Sugarcandy   Mountain,   that   happy   country   where   we   poor   animals  
shall   rest   for   ever   from   our   labours!"   He   even   claimed   to   have   been   there   on   one   of   his  
higher   flights,   and   to   have   seen   the   everlasting   fields   of   clover   and   the   linseed   cake   and   lump  
sugar   growing   on   the   hedges.   Many   of   the   animals   believed   him.   Their   lives   now,   they  
reasoned,   were   hungry   and   laborious;   was   it   not   right   and   just   that   a   better   world   should   exist  
somewhere   else?   A   thing   that   was   difficult   to   determine   was   the   attitude   of   the   pigs   towards  
Moses.   They   all   declared   contemptuously   that   his   stories   about   Sugarcandy   Mountain   were   lies,  
and   yet   they   allowed   him   to   remain   on   the   farm,   not   working,   with   an   allowance   of   a   gill   of   beer  
a   day.  

After   his   hoof   had   healed   up,   Boxer   worked   harder   than   ever.   Indeed,   all   the   animals  
worked   like   slaves   that   year.   Apart   from   the   regular   work   of   the   farm,   and   the   rebuilding   of   the  
windmill,   there   was   the   schoolhouse   for   the   young   pigs,   which   was   started   in   March.   Sometimes  
the   long   hours   on   insufficient   food   were   hard   to   bear,   but   Boxer   never   faltered.   In   nothing   that   he  
said   or   did   was   there   any   sign   that   his   strength   was   not   what   it   had   been.   It   was   only   his  
appearance   that   was   a   little   altered;   his   hide   was   less   shiny   than   it   had   used   to   be,   and   his   great  
haunches   seemed   to   have   shrunken.   The   others   said,   "Boxer   will   pick   up   when   the   spring   grass  
comes   on";   but   the   spring   came   and   Boxer   grew   no   fatter.   Sometimes   on   the   slope   leading   to  
the   top   of   the   quarry,   when   he   braced   his   muscles   against   the   weight   of   some   vast   boulder,   it  
seemed   that   nothing   kept   him   on   his   feet   except   the   will   to   continue.   At   such   times   his   lips   were  
seen   to   form   the   words,   "I   will   work   harder";   he   had   no   voice   left.   Once   again   Clover   and  
Benjamin   warned   him   to   take   care   of   his   health,   but   Boxer   paid   no   attention.   His   twelfth   birthday  
was   approaching.   He   did   not   care   what   happened   so   long   as   a   good   store   of   stone   was  
accumulated   before   he   went   on   pension.  

Late   one   evening   in   the   summer,   a   sudden   rumour   ran   round   the   farm   that   something  
had   happened   to   Boxer.   He   had   gone   out   alone   to   drag   a   load   of   stone   down   to   the   windmill.  
And   sure   enough,   the   rumour   was   true.   A   few   minutes   later   two   pigeons   came   racing   in   with   the  
news:   "Boxer   has   fallen!   He   is   lying   on   his   side   and   can't   get   up!"  



About   half   the   animals   on   the   farm   rushed   out   to   the   knoll   where   the   windmill   stood.  
There   lay   Boxer,   between   the   shafts   of   the   cart,   his   neck   stretched   out,   unable   even   to   raise   his  
head.   His   eyes   were   glazed,   his   sides   matted   with   sweat.   A   thin   stream   of   blood   had   trickled   out  
of   his   mouth.   Clover   dropped   to   her   knees   at   his   side.  

"Boxer!"   she   cried,   "how   are   you?"  
"It   is   my   lung,"   said   Boxer   in   a   weak   voice.   "It   does   not   matter.   I   think   you   will   be   able   to  

finish   the   windmill   without   me.   There   is   a   pretty   good   store   of   stone   accumulated.   I   had   only  
another   month   to   go   in   any   case.   To   tell   you   the   truth,   I   had   been   looking   forward   to   my  
retirement.   And   perhaps,   as   Benjamin   is   growing   old   too,   they   will   let   him   retire   at   the   same   time  
and   be   a   companion   to   me."  

"We   must   get   help   at   once,"   said   Clover.   "Run,   somebody,   and   tell   Squealer   what   has  
happened."  

All   the   other   animals   immediately   raced   back   to   the   farmhouse   to   give   Squealer   the  
news.   Only   Clover   remained,   and   Benjamin7   who   lay   down   at   Boxer's   side,   and,   without  
speaking,   kept   the   flies   off   him   with   his   long   tail.   After   about   a   quarter   of   an   hour   Squealer  
appeared,   full   of   sympathy   and   concern.   He   said   that   Comrade   Napoleon   had   learned   with   the  
very   deepest   distress   of   this   misfortune   to   one   of   the   most   loyal   workers   on   the   farm,   and   was  
already   making   arrangements   to   send   Boxer   to   be   treated   in   the   hospital   at   Willingdon.   The  
animals   felt   a   little   uneasy   at   this.   Except   for   Mollie   and   Snowball,   no   other   animal   had   ever   left  
the   farm,   and   they   did   not   like   to   think   of   their   sick   comrade   in   the   hands   of   human   beings.  
However,   Squealer   easily   convinced   them   that   the   veterinary   surgeon   in   Willingdon   could   treat  
Boxer's   case   more   satisfactorily   than   could   be   done   on   the   farm.   And   about   half   an   hour   later,  
when   Boxer   had   somewhat   recovered,   he   was   with   difficulty   got   on   to   his   feet,   and   managed   to  
limp   back   to   his   stall,   where   Clover   and   Benjamin   had   prepared   a   good   bed   of   straw   for   him.  

For   the   next   two   days   Boxer   remained   in   his   stall.   The   pigs   had   sent   out   a   large   bottle   of  
pink   medicine   which   they   had   found   in   the   medicine   chest   in   the   bathroom,   and   Clover  
administered   it   to   Boxer   twice   a   day   after   meals.   In   the   evenings   she   lay   in   his   stall   and   talked   to  
him,   while   Benjamin   kept   the   flies   off   him.   Boxer   professed   not   to   be   sorry   for   what   had  
happened.   If   he   made   a   good   recovery,   he   might   expect   to   live   another   three   years,   and   he  
looked   forward   to   the   peaceful   days   that   he   would   spend   in   the   corner   of   the   big   pasture.   It  
would   be   the   first   time   that   he   had   had   leisure   to   study   and   improve   his   mind.   He   intended,   he  
said,   to   devote   the   rest   of   his   life   to   learning   the   remaining   twenty−two   letters   of   the   alphabet.  

However,   Benjamin   and   Clover   could   only   be   with   Boxer   after   working   hours,   and   it   was  
in   the   middle   of   the   day   when   the   van   came   to   take   him   away.   The   animals   were   all   at   work  
weeding   turnips   under   the   supervision   of   a   pig,   when   they   were   astonished   to   see   Benjamin  
come   galloping   from   the   direction   of   the   farm   buildings,   braying   at   the   top   of   his   voice.   It   was   the  
first   time   that   they   had   ever   seen   Benjamin   excited−indeed,   it   was   the   first   time   that   anyone   had  
ever   seen   him   gallop.   "Quick,   quick!"   he   shouted.  

"Come   at   once!   They're   taking   Boxer   away!"   Without   waiting   for   orders   from   the   pig,   the  
animals   broke   off   work   and   raced   back   to   the   farm   buildings.   Sure   enough,   there   in   the   yard   was  
a   large   closed   van,   drawn   by   two   horses,   with   lettering   on   its   side   and   a   sly−looking   man   in   a  
low−crowned   bowler   hat   sitting   on   the   driver's   seat.   And   Boxer's   stall   was   empty.  

The   animals   crowded   round   the   van.   "Good−bye,   Boxer!"   they   chorused,   "good−bye!"  



 
"Fools!   Fools!"   shouted   Benjamin,   prancing   round   them   and   stamping   the   earth   with   his  

small   hoofs.   "Fools!   Do   you   not   see   what   is   written   on   the   side   of   that   van?"  
That   gave   the   animals   pause,   and   there   was   a   hush.   Muriel   began   to   spell   out   the  

words.   But   Benjamin   pushed   her   aside   and   in   the   midst   of   a   deadly   silence   he   read:  
"   'Alfred   Simmonds,   Horse   Slaughterer   and   Glue   Boiler,   Willingdon.   Dealer   in   Hides   and  

Bone−Meal.   Kennels   Supplied.'   Do   you   not   understand   what   that   means?   They   are   taking   Boxer  
to   the   knacker's!   "  

A   cry   of   horror   burst   from   all   the   animals.   At   this   moment   the   man   on   the   box   whipped   up  
his   horses   and   the   van   moved   out   of   the   yard   at   a   smart   trot.   All   the   animals   followed,   crying   out  
at   the   tops   of   their   voices.   Clover   forced   her   way   to   the   front.   The   van   began   to   gather   speed.  
Clover   tried   to   stir   her   stout   limbs   to   a   gallop,   and   achieved   a   canter.   "Boxer!"   she   cried.   "Boxer!  
Boxer!   Boxer!"   And   just   at   this   moment,   as   though   he   had   heard   the   uproar   outside,   Boxer's  
face,   with   the   white   stripe   down   his   nose,   appeared   at   the   small   window   at   the   back   of   the   van.  

"Boxer!"   cried   Clover   in   a   terrible   voice.   "Boxer!   Get   out!   Get   out   quickly!   They're   taking  
you   to   your   death!"  

All   the   animals   took   up   the   cry   of   "Get   out,   Boxer,   get   out!"   But   the   van   was   already  
gathering   speed   and   drawing   away   from   them.   It   was   uncertain   whether   Boxer   had   understood  
what   Clover   had   said.   But   a   moment   later   his   face   disappeared   from   the   window   and   there   was  
the   sound   of   a   tremendous   drumming   of   hoofs   inside   the   van.   He   was   trying   to   kick   his   way   out.  
The   time   had   been   when   a   few   kicks   from   Boxer's   hoofs   would   have   smashed   the   van   to  
matchwood.   But   alas!   his   strength   had   left   him;   and   in   a   few   moments   the   sound   of   drumming  
hoofs   grew   fainter   and   died   away.   In   desperation   the   animals   began   appealing   to   the   two   horses  
which   drew   the   van   to   stop.   "Comrades,   comrades!"   they   shouted.   "Don't   take   your   own   brother  
to   his   death!   "   But   the   stupid   brutes,   too   ignorant   to   realise   what   was   happening,   merely   set  
back   their   ears   and   quickened   their   pace.   Boxer's   face   did   not   reappear   at   the   window.   Too   late,  
someone   thought   of   racing   ahead   and   shutting   the   five−barred   gate;   but   in   another   moment   the  
van   was   through   it   and   rapidly   disappearing   down   the   road.   Boxer   was   never   seen   again.  

Three   days   later   it   was   announced   that   he   had   died   in   the   hospital   at   Willingdon,   in   spite  
of   receiving   every   attention   a   horse   could   have.   Squealer   came   to   announce   the   news   to   the  
others.   He   had,   he   said,   been   present   during   Boxer's   last   hours.  

"It   was   the   most   affecting   sight   I   have   ever   seen!"   said   Squealer,   lifting   his   trotter   and  
wiping   away   a   tear.   "I   was   at   his   bedside   at   the   very   last.   And   at   the   end,   almost   too   weak   to  
speak,   he   whispered   in   my   ear   that   his   sole   sorrow   was   to   have   passed   on   before   the   windmill  
was   finished.   'Forward,   comrades!'   he   whispered.   'Forward   in   the   name   of   the   Rebellion.   Long  
live   Animal   Farm!   Long   live   Comrade   Napoleon!   Napoleon   is   always   right.'   Those   were   his   very  
last   words,   comrades."  

Here   Squealer's   demeanour   suddenly   changed.   He   fell   silent   for   a   moment,   and   his   little  
eyes   darted   suspicious   glances   from   side   to   side   before   he   proceeded.  

It   had   come   to   his   knowledge,   he   said,   that   a   foolish   and   wicked   rumour   had   been  
circulated   at   the   time   of   Boxer's   removal.   Some   of   the   animals   had   noticed   that   the   van   which  
took   Boxer   away   was   marked   "Horse   Slaughterer,"   and   had   actually   jumped   to   the   conclusion  
that   Boxer   was   being   sent   to   the   knacker's.   It   was   almost   unbelievable,   said   Squealer,   that   any  



animal   could   be   so   stupid.   Surely,   he   cried   indignantly,   whisking   his   tail   and   skipping   from   side  
to   side,   surely   they   knew   their   beloved   Leader,   Comrade   Napoleon,   better   than   that?   But   the  
explanation   was   really   very   simple.   The   van   had   previously   been   the   property   of   the   knacker,  
and   had   been   bought   by   the   veterinary   surgeon,   who   had   not   yet   painted   the   old   name   out.   That  
was   how   the   mistake   had   arisen.  

The   animals   were   enormously   relieved   to   hear   this.   And   when   Squealer   went   on   to   give  
further   graphic   details   of   Boxer's   death−bed,   the   admirable   care   he   had   received,   and   the  
expensive   medicines   for   which   Napoleon   had   paid   without   a   thought   as   to   the   cost,   their   last  
doubts   disappeared   and   the   sorrow   that   they   felt   for   their   comrade's   death   was   tempered   by   the  
thought   that   at   least   he   had   died   happy.  

Napoleon   himself   appeared   at   the   meeting   on   the   following   Sunday   morning   and  
pronounced   a   short   oration   in   Boxer's   honour.   It   had   not   been   possible,   he   said,   to   bring   back  
their   lamented   comrade's   remains   for   interment   on   the   farm,   but   he   had   ordered   a   large   wreath  
to   be   made   from   the   laurels   in   the   farmhouse   garden   and   sent   down   to   be   placed   on   Boxer's  
grave.   And   in   a   few   days'   time   the   pigs   intended   to   hold   a   memorial   banquet   in   Boxer's   honour.  
Napoleon   ended   his   speech   with   a   reminder   of   Boxer's   two   favourite   maxims,   "I   will   work  
harder"   and   "Comrade   Napoleon   is   always   right"−maxims,   he   said,   which   every   animal   would  
do   well   to   adopt   as   his   own.  

On   the   day   appointed   for   the   banquet,   a   grocer's   van   drove   up   from   Willingdon   and  
delivered   a   large   wooden   crate   at   the   farmhouse.   That   night   there   was   the   sound   of   uproarious  
singing,   which   was   followed   by   what   sounded   like   a   violent   quarrel   and   ended   at   about   eleven  
o'clock   with   a   tremendous   crash   of   glass.   No   one   stirred   in   the   farmhouse   before   noon   on   the  
following   day,   and   the   word   went   round   that   from   somewhere   or   other   the   pigs   had   acquired   the  
money   to   buy   themselves   another   case   of   whisky.  

 
Lesson   10:    Animal   Farm  
 
Objective :   
 
Explain   the   significance   of   specific   lines   and   events   in    Animal   Farm    and   what   they   reveal   about  
characters   and   the   plot.   
 
Readings   and   Materials:   
 
Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell   Chapter   9   

 

Current   Standards  

Reading   Standards   for   Literature  
 



● RL.8.3   —   Analyze   how   particular   lines   of   dialogue   or   incidents   in   a   story   or   drama   propel  
the   action,   reveal   aspects   of   a   character,   or   provoke   a   decision.   

 
 

Writing   Prompt:   
 
Squealer   tells   the   story   of   Boxer’s   death:   “‘Forward   in   the   name   of   the   Rebellion.   Long   live  
Animal   Farm!   Long   live   Comrade   Napoleon!   Napoleon   is   always   right!’   Those   were   his   very   last  
words,   comrades.”   What   does   this   story   reveal   about   Squealer?   Why   would   he   decide   to   tell   this  
story?   
 
 
Key   Questions:   

 

The   young   pigs   are   “discouraged   from   playing   with   the   other   young   animals.”   What   does  
this   line   reveal   about   changes   on   Animal   Farm?  

What   is   significant   about   the   line   that   “all   pigs,   of   whatever   degree,   were   to   have   the  
privilege   of   wearing   green   ribbons   on   their   tails   on   Sundays”?   Explain   your   thinking   with  
evidence   from   the   text.  

What   does   the   following   line—describing   how   the   animals   respond   when   they   hear   that  
Boxer   is   being   taken   away—reveal   about   the   animals?   “Without   waiting   for   orders   from  
the   pig,   the   animals   broke   off   and   raced   back   to   the   farm   buildings.  

Why   is   the   story   of   Boxer   particularly   tragic?   (Where   do   you   think   the   pigs   got   the   money  
for   the   whiskey?)   

What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal   Farm    and   the  
Russian   Revolution?   

 
Lesson   Guidance:  
 

● Squealer’s   story   about   Boxer   is   an   example   of   “testimonial”   propaganda,   in   which   a  
respected   person   is   shown   supporting   a   specific   cause.   This   is   often   seen   in   political  
campaigns   or   advertising   campaigns,   when   a   celebrity   endorses   the   product/candidate.   

 
  



Lesson   11   -   Distance   Learning  
Read   the   following   chapter   from   Animal   Farm   and   use   this   text   for   today’s   lesson.  
 

X  
 

YEARS   passed.   The   seasons   came   and   went,   the   short   animal   lives   fled   by.   A   time  
came   when   there   was   no   one   who   remembered   the   old   days   before   the   Rebellion,   except  
Clover,   Benjamin,   Moses   the   raven,   and   a   number   of   the   pigs.  

Muriel   was   dead;   Bluebell,   Jessie,   and   Pincher   were   dead.   Jones   too   was   dead−he   had  
died   in   an   inebriates'   home   in   another   part   of   the   country.   Snowball   was   forgotten.   Boxer   was  
forgotten,   except   by   the   few   who   had   known   him.   Clover   was   an   old   stout   mare   now,   stiff   in   the  
joints   and   with   a   tendency   to   rheumy   eyes.   She   was   two   years   past   the   retiring   age,   but   in   fact  
no   animal   had   ever   actually   retired.   The   talk   of   setting   aside   a   corner   of   the   pasture   for  
superannuated   animals   had   long   since   been   dropped.   Napoleon   was   now   a   mature   boar   of  
twenty−four   stone.   Squealer   was   so   fat   that   he   could   with   difficulty   see   out   of   his   eyes.   Only   old  
Benjamin   was   much   the   same   as   ever,   except   for   being   a   little   greyer   about   the   muzzle,   and,  
since   Boxer's   death,   more   morose   and   taciturn   than   ever.  

There   were   many   more   creatures   on   the   farm   now,   though   the   increase   was   not   so   great  
as   had   been   expected   in   earlier   years.   Many   animals   had   been   born   to   whom   the   Rebellion   was  
only   a   dim   tradition,   passed   on   by   word   of   mouth,   and   others   had   been   bought   who   had   never  
heard   mention   of   such   a   thing   before   their   arrival.   The   farm   possessed   three   horses   now  
besides   Clover.   They   were   fine   upstanding   beasts,   willing   workers   and   good   comrades,   but   very  
stupid.   None   of   them   proved   able   to   learn   the   alphabet   beyond   the   letter   B.   They   accepted  
everything   that   they   were   told   about   the   Rebellion   and   the   principles   of   Animalism,   especially  
from   Clover,   for   whom   they   had   an   almost   filial   respect;   but   it   was   doubtful   whether   they  
understood   very   much   of   it.  

The   farm   was   more   prosperous   now,   and   better   organised:   it   had   even   been   enlarged   by  
two   fields   which   had   been   bought   from   Mr.   Pilkington.   The   windmill   had   been   successfully  
completed   at   last,   and   the   farm   possessed   a   threshing   machine   and   a   hay   elevator   of   its   own,  
and   various   new   buildings   had   been   added   to   it.   Whymper   had   bought   himself   a   dogcart.   The  
windmill,   however,   had   not   after   all   been   used   for   generating   electrical   power.   It   was   used   for  
milling   corn,   and   brought   in   a   handsome   money   profit.   The   animals   were   hard   at   work   building  
yet   another   windmill;   when   that   one   was   finished,   so   it   was   said,   the   dynamos   would   be  
installed.   But   the   luxuries   of   which   Snowball   had   once   taught   the   animals   to   dream,   the   stalls  
with   electric   light   and   hot   and   cold   water,   and   the   three−day   week,   were   no   longer   talked   about.  
Napoleon   had   denounced   such   ideas   as   contrary   to   the   spirit   of   Animalism.   The   truest  
happiness,   he   said,   lay   in   working   hard   and   living   frugally.  

Somehow   it   seemed   as   though   the   farm   had   grown   richer   without   making   the   animals  
themselves   any   richer−except,   of   course,   for   the   pigs   and   the   dogs.   Perhaps   this   was   partly  
because   there   were   so   many   pigs   and   so   many   dogs.   It   was   not   that   these   creatures   did   not  
work,   after   their   fashion.   There   was,   as   Squealer   was   never   tired   of   explaining,   endless   work   in  
the   supervision   and   organisation   of   the   farm.   Much   of   this   work   was   of   a   kind   that   the   other  
animals   were   too   ignorant   to   understand.   For   example,   Squealer   told   them   that   the   pigs   had   to  



expend   enormous   labours   every   day   upon   mysterious   things   called   "files,"   "reports,"   "minutes,"  
and   "memoranda."   These   were   large   sheets   of   paper   which   had   to   be   closely   covered   with  
writing,   and   as   soon   as   they   were   so   covered,   they   were   burnt   in   the   furnace.   This   was   of   the  
highest   importance   for   the   welfare   of   the   farm,   Squealer   said.   But   still,   neither   pigs   nor   dogs  
produced   any   food   by   their   own   labour;   and   there   were   very   many   of   them,   and   their   appetites  
were   always   good.  

As   for   the   others,   their   life,   so   far   as   they   knew,   was   as   it   had   always   been.   They   were  
generally   hungry,   they   slept   on   straw,   they   drank   from   the   pool,   they   laboured   in   the   fields;   in  
winter   they   were   troubled   by   the   cold,   and   in   summer   by   the   flies.   Sometimes   the   older   ones  
among   them   racked   their   dim   memories   and   tried   to   determine   whether   in   the   early   days   of   the  
Rebellion,   when   Jones's   expulsion   was   still   recent,   things   had   been   better   or   worse   than   now.  
They   could   not   remember.   There   was   nothing   with   which   they   could   compare   their   present   lives:  
they   had   nothing   to   go   upon   except   Squealer's   lists   of   figures,   which   invariably   demonstrated  
that   everything   was   getting   better   and   better.   The   animals   found   the   problem   insoluble;   in   any  
case,   they   had   little   time   for   speculating   on   such   things   now.   Only   old   Benjamin   professed   to  
remember   every   detail   of   his   long   life   and   to   know   that   things   never   had   been,   nor   ever   could   be  
much   better   or   much   worse−hunger,   hardship,   and   disappointment   being,   so   he   said,   the  
unalterable   law   of   life.  

And   yet   the   animals   never   gave   up   hope.   More,   they   never   lost,   even   for   an   instant,   their  
sense   of   honour   and   privilege   in   being   members   of   Animal   Farm.   They   were   still   the   only   farm   in  
the   whole   county−in   all   England!−owned   and   operated   by   animals.   Not   one   of   them,   not   even  
the   youngest,   not   even   the   newcomers   who   had   been   brought   from   farms   ten   or   twenty   miles  
away,   ever   ceased   to   marvel   at   that.   And   when   they   heard   the   gun   booming   and   saw   the   green  
flag   fluttering   at   the   masthead,   their   hearts   swelled   with   imperishable   pride,   and   the   talk   turned  
always   towards   the   old   heroic   days,   the   expulsion   of   Jones,   the   writing   of   the   Seven  
Commandments,   the   great   battles   in   which   the   human   invaders   had   been   defeated.   None   of   the  
old   dreams   had   been   abandoned.   The   Republic   of   the   Animals   which   Major   had   foretold,   when  
the   green   fields   of   England   should   be   untrodden   by   human   feet,   was   still   believed   in.   Some   day  
it   was   coming:   it   might   not   be   soon,   it   might   not   be   with   in   the   lifetime   of   any   animal   now   living,  
but   still   it   was   coming.   Even   the   tune   of   Beasts   of   England   was   perhaps   hummed   secretly   here  
and   there:   at   any   rate,   it   was   a   fact   that   every   animal   on   the   farm   knew   it,   though   no   one   would  
have   dared   to   sing   it   aloud.   It   might   be   that   their   lives   were   hard   and   that   not   all   of   their   hopes  
had   been   fulfilled;   but   they   were   conscious   that   they   were   not   as   other   animals.   If   they   went  
hungry,   it   was   not   from   feeding   tyrannical   human   beings;   if   they   worked   hard,   at   least   they  
worked   for   themselves.   No   creature   among   them   went   upon   two   legs.   No   creature   called   any  
other   creature   "Master."   All   animals   were   equal.  

One   day   in   early   summer   Squealer   ordered   the   sheep   to   follow   him,   and   led   them   out   to  
a   piece   of   waste   ground   at   the   other   end   of   the   farm,   which   had   become   overgrown   with   birch  
saplings.   The   sheep   spent   the   whole   day   there   browsing   at   the   leaves   under   Squealer's  
supervision.   In   the   evening   he   returned   to   the   farmhouse   himself,   but,   as   it   was   warm   weather,  
told   the   sheep   to   stay   where   they   were.   It   ended   by   their   remaining   there   for   a   whole   week,  
during   which   time   the   other   animals   saw   nothing   of   them.   Squealer   was   with   them   for   the  



greater   part   of   every   day.   He   was,   he   said,   teaching   them   to   sing   a   new   song,   for   which   privacy  
was   needed.  

It   was   just   after   the   sheep   had   returned,   on   a   pleasant   evening   when   the   animals   had  
finished   work   and   were   making   their   way   back   to   the   farm   buildings,   that   the   terrified   neighing   of  
a   horse   sounded   from   the   yard.   Startled,   the   animals   stopped   in   their   tracks.   It   was   Clover's  
voice.   She   neighed   again,   and   all   the   animals   broke   into   a   gallop   and   rushed   into   the   yard.   Then  
they   saw   what   Clover   had   seen.  

It   was   a   pig   walking   on   his   hind   legs.  
Yes,   it   was   Squealer.   A   little   awkwardly,   as   though   not   quite   used   to   supporting   his  

considerable   bulk   in   that   position,   but   with   perfect   balance,   he   was   strolling   across   the   yard.   And  
a   moment   later,   out   from   the   door   of   the   farmhouse   came   a   long   file   of   pigs,   all   walking   on   their  
hind   legs.   Some   did   it   better   than   others,   one   or   two   were   even   a   trifle   unsteady   and   looked   as  
though   they   would   have   liked   the   support   of   a   stick,   but   every   one   of   them   made   his   way   right  
round   the   yard   successfully.   And   finally   there   was   a   tremendous   baying   of   dogs   and   a   shrill  
crowing   from   the   black   cockerel,   and   out   came   Napoleon   himself,   majestically   upright,   casting  
haughty   glances   from   side   to   side,   and   with   his   dogs   gambolling   round   him.   

He   carried   a   whip   in   his   trotter.  
There   was   a   deadly   silence.   Amazed,   terrified,   huddling   together,   the   animals   watched  

the   long   line   of   pigs   march   slowly   round   the   yard.   It   was   as   though   the   world   had   turned  
upside−down.   Then   there   came   a   moment   when   the   first   shock   had   worn   off   and   when,   in   spite  
of   everything−in   spite   of   their   terror   of   the   dogs,   and   of   the   habit,   developed   through   long   years,  
of   never   complaining,   never   criticising,   no   matter   what   happened−they   might   have   uttered   some  
word   of   protest.   But   just   at   that   moment,   as   though   at   a   signal,   all   the   sheep   burst   out   into   a  
tremendous   bleating   of−  

"Four   legs   good,   two   legs   better!   Four   legs   good,   two   legs   better!   Four   legs   good,   two  
legs   better!"  

It   went   on   for   five   minutes   without   stopping.   And   by   the   time   the   sheep   had   quieted  
down,   the   chance   to   utter   any   protest   had   passed,   for   the   pigs   had   marched   back   into   the  
farmhouse.  

Benjamin   felt   a   nose   nuzzling   at   his   shoulder.   He   looked   round.   It   was   Clover.   Her   old  
eyes   looked   dimmer   than   ever.   Without   saying   anything,   she   tugged   gently   at   his   mane   and   led  
him   round   to   the   end   of   the   big   barn,   where   the   Seven   Commandments   were   written.   For   a  
minute   or   two   they   stood   gazing   at   the   tatted   wall   with   its   white   lettering.  

"My   sight   is   failing,"   she   said   finally.   "Even   when   I   was   young   I   could   not   have   read   what  
was   written   there.   But   it   appears   to   me   that   that   wall   looks   different.   Are   the   Seven  
Commandments   the   same   as   they   used   to   be,   Benjamin?"  

For   once   Benjamin   consented   to   break   his   rule,   and   he   read   out   to   her   what   was   written  
on   the   wall.   There   was   nothing   there   now   except   a   single   Commandment.   It   ran:  

 
ALL   ANIMALS   ARE   EQUAL  

BUT   SOME   ANIMALS   ARE   MORE   EQUAL   THAN   OTHERS  
 



After   that   it   did   not   seem   strange   when   next   day   the   pigs   who   were   supervising   the   work  
of   the   farm   all   carried   whips   in   their   trotters.   It   did   not   seem   strange   to   learn   that   the   pigs   had  
bought   themselves   a   wireless   set,   were   arranging   to   install   a   telephone,   and   had   taken   out  
subscriptions   to    John   Bull ,    TitBits ,   and   the    Daily   Mirror .   It   did   not   seem   strange   when   Napoleon  
was   seen   strolling   in   the   farmhouse   garden   with   a   pipe   in   his   mouth−no,   not   even   when   the   pigs  
took   Mr.   Jones's   clothes   out   of   the   wardrobes   and   put   them   on,   Napoleon   himself   appearing   in   a  
black   coat,   ratcatcher   breeches,   and   leather   leggings,   while   his   favourite   sow   appeared   in   the  
watered   silk   dress   which   Mrs.   Jones   had   been   used   to   wear   on   Sundays.  

A   week   later,   in   the   afternoon,   a   number   of   dogcarts   drove   up   to   the   farm.   A   deputation  
of   neighbouring   farmers   had   been   invited   to   make   a   tour   of   inspection.   They   were   shown   all  
over   the   farm,   and   expressed   great   admiration   for   everything   they   saw,   especially   the   windmill.  
The   animals   were   weeding   the   turnip   field.   They   worked   diligently   hardly   raising   their   faces   from  
the   ground,   and   not   knowing   whether   to   be   more   frightened   of   the   pigs   or   of   the   human   visitors.  

That   evening   loud   laughter   and   bursts   of   singing   came   from   the   farmhouse.   And  
suddenly,   at   the   sound   of   the   mingled   voices,   the   animals   were   stricken   with   curiosity.   What  
could   be   happening   in   there,   now   that   for   the   first   time   animals   and   human   beings   were   meeting  
on   terms   of   equality?   With   one   accord   they   began   to   creep   as   quietly   as   possible   into   the  
farmhouse   garden.  

At   the   gate   they   paused,   half   frightened   to   go   on   but   Clover   led   the   way   in.   They   tiptoed  
up   to   the   house,   and   such   animals   as   were   tall   enough   peered   in   at   the   dining−room   window.  
There,   round   the   long   table,   sat   half   a   dozen   farmers   and   half   a   dozen   of   the   more   eminent   pigs,  
Napoleon   himself   occupying   the   seat   of   honour   at   the   head   of   the   table.   The   pigs   appeared  
completely   at   ease   in   their   chairs   The   company   had   been   enjoying   a   game   of   cards   but   had  
broken   off   for   the   moment,   evidently   in   order   to   drink   a   toast.   A   large   jug   was   circulating,   and   the  
mugs   were   being   refilled   with   beer.   No   one   noticed   the   wondering   faces   of   the   animals   that  
gazed   in   at   the   window.  

Mr.   Pilkington,   of   Foxwood,   had   stood   up,   his   mug   in   his   hand.   In   a   moment,   he   said,   he  
would   ask   the   present   company   to   drink   a   toast.   But   before   doing   so,   there   were   a   few   words  
that   he   felt   it   incumbent   upon   him   to   say.  

It   was   a   source   of   great   satisfaction   to   him,   he   said−and,   he   was   sure,   to   all   others  
present−to   feel   that   a   long   period   of   mistrust   and   misunderstanding   had   now   come   to   an   end.  
There   had   been   a   time−not   that   he,   or   any   of   the   present   company,   had   shared   such  
sentiments−but   there   had   been   a   time   when   the   respected   proprietors   of   Animal   Farm   had   been  
regarded,   he   would   not   say   with   hostility,   but   perhaps   with   a   certain   measure   of   misgiving,   by  
their   human   neighbours.   Unfortunate   incidents   had   occurred,   mistaken   ideas   had   been   current.  
It   had   been   felt   that   the   existence   of   a   farm   owned   and   operated   by   pigs   was   somehow  
abnormal   and   was   liable   to   have   an   unsettling   effect   in   the   neighbourhood.   Too   many   farmers  
had   assumed,   without   due   enquiry,   that   on   such   a   farm   a   spirit   of   licence   and   indiscipline   would  
prevail.   They   had   been   nervous   about   the   effects   upon   their   own   animals,   or   even   upon   their  
human   employees.   But   all   such   doubts   were   now   dispelled.   Today   he   and   his   friends   had   visited  
Animal   Farm   and   inspected   every   inch   of   it   with   their   own   eyes,   and   what   did   they   find?   Not   only  
the   most   up−to−date   methods,   but   a   discipline   and   an   orderliness   which   should   be   an   example  
to   all   farmers   everywhere.   He   believed   that   he   was   right   in   saying   that   the   lower   animals   on  



Animal   Farm   did   more   work   and   received   less   food   than   any   animals   in   the   county.   Indeed,   he  
and   his   fellow−visitors   today   had   observed   many   features   which   they   intended   to   introduce   on  
their   own   farms   immediately.  

He   would   end   his   remarks,   he   said,   by   emphasising   once   again   the   friendly   feelings   that  
subsisted,   and   ought   to   subsist,   between   Animal   Farm   and   its   neighbours.   Between   pigs   and  
human   beings   there   was   not,   and   there   need   not   be,   any   clash   of   interests   whatever.   Their  
struggles   and   their   difficulties   were   one.   Was   not   the   labour   problem   the   same   everywhere?  
Here   it   became   apparent   that   Mr.   Pilkington   was   about   to   spring   some   carefully   prepared  
witticism   on   the   company,   but   for   a   moment   he   was   too   overcome   by   amusement   to   be   able   to  
utter   it.   After   much   choking,   during   which   his   various   chins   turned   purple,   he   managed   to   get   it  
out:   "If   you   have   your   lower   animals   to   contend   with,"   he   said,   "we   have   our   lower   classes!"   This  
bon   mot   set   the   table   in   a   roar;   and   Mr.   Pilkington   once   again   congratulated   the   pigs   on   the   low  
rations,   the   long   working   hours,   and   the   general   absence   of   pampering   which   he   had   observed  
on   Animal   Farm.  

And   now,   he   said   finally,   he   would   ask   the   company   to   rise   to   their   feet   and   make   certain  
that   their   glasses   were   full.   "Gentlemen,"   concluded   Mr.   Pilkington,   "gentlemen,   I   give   you   a  
toast:   To   the   prosperity   of   Animal   Farm!"  

There   was   enthusiastic   cheering   and   stamping   of   feet.   Napoleon   was   so   gratified   that   he  
left   his   place   and   came   round   the   table   to   clink   his   mug   against   Mr.   Pilkington's   before   emptying  
it.   When   the   cheering   had   died   down,   Napoleon,   who   had   remained   on   his   feet,   intimated   that  
he   too   had   a   few   words   to   say.  

Like   all   of   Napoleon's   speeches,   it   was   short   and   to   the   point.   He   too,   he   said,   was  
happy   that   the   period   of   misunderstanding   was   at   an   end.   For   a   long   time   there   had   been  
rumours−circulated,   he   had   reason   to   think,   by   some   malignant   enemy−that   there   was  
something   subversive   and   even   revolutionary   in   the   outlook   of   himself   and   his   colleagues.   They  
had   been   credited   with   attempting   to   stir   up   rebellion   among   the   animals   on   neighbouring   farms.  
Nothing   could   be   further   from   the   truth!   Their   sole   wish,   now   and   in   the   past,   was   to   live 
at   peace   and   in   normal   business   relations   with   their   neighbours.   This   farm   which   he   had   the  
honour   to   control,   he   added,   was   a   co−operative   enterprise.   The   title−deeds,   which   were   in   his  
own   possession,   were   owned   by   the   pigs   jointly.  

He   did   not   believe,   he   said,   that   any   of   the   old   suspicions   still   lingered,   but   certain  
changes   had   been   made   recently   in   the   routine   of   the   farm   which   should   have   the   effect   of  
promoting   confidence   stiff   further.   Hitherto   the   animals   on   the   farm   had   had   a   rather   foolish  
custom   of   addressing   one   another   as   "Comrade."   This   was   to   be   suppressed.   There   had   also  
been   a   very   strange   custom,   whose   origin   was   unknown,   of   marching   every   Sunday   morning  
past   a   boar's   skull   which   was   nailed   to   a   post   in   the   garden.   This,   too,   would   be   suppressed,  
and   the   skull   had   already   been   buried.   His   visitors   might   have   observed,   too,   the   green   flag  
which   flew   from   the   masthead.   If   so,   they   would   perhaps   have   noted   that   the   white   hoof   and  
horn   with   which   it   had   previously   been   marked   had   now   been   removed.   It   would   be   a   plain  
green   flag   from   now   onwards.  

He   had   only   one   criticism,   he   said,   to   make   of   Mr.   Pilkington's   excellent   and   neighbourly  
speech.   Mr.   Pilkington   had   referred   throughout   to   "Animal   Farm."   He   could   not   of   course  
know−for   he,   Napoleon,   was   only   now   for   the   first   time   announcing   it−that   the   name   "Animal  



Farm"   had   been   abolished.   Henceforward   the   farm   was   to   be   known   as   "The   Manor  
Farm"−which,   he   believed,   was   its   correct   and   original   name.  

"Gentlemen,"   concluded   Napoleon,   "I   will   give   you   the   same   toast   as   before,   but   in   a  
different   form.   Fill   your   glasses   to   the   brim.   Gentlemen,   here   is   my   toast:   To   the   prosperity   of  
The   Manor   Farm!   "  

There   was   the   same   hearty   cheering   as   before,   and   the   mugs   were   emptied   to   the  
dregs.   But   as   the   animals   outside   gazed   at   the   scene,   it   seemed   to   them   that   some   strange  
thing   was   happening.   What   was   it   that   had   altered   in   the   faces   of   the   pigs?   Clover's   old   dim  
eyes   flitted   from   one   face   to   another.   Some   of   them   had   five   chins,   some   had   four,   some   had  
three.   But   what   was   it   that   seemed   to   be   melting   and   changing?   Then,   the   applause   having  
come   to   an   end,   the   company   took   up   their   cards   and   continued   the   game   that   had   been  
interrupted,   and   the   animals   crept   silently   away.  

But   they   had   not   gone   twenty   yards   when   they   stopped   short.   An   uproar   of   voices   was  
coming   from   the   farmhouse.   They   rushed   back   and   looked   through   the   window   again.   Yes,   a  
violent   quarrel   was   in   progress.   There   were   shoutings,   bangings   on   the   table,   sharp   suspicious  
glances,   furious   denials.   The   source   of   the   trouble   appeared   to   be   that   Napoleon   and   Mr.  
Pilkington   had   each   played   an   ace   of   spades   simultaneously.  

Twelve   voices   were   shouting   in   anger,   and   they   were   all   alike.   No   question,   now,   what  
had   happened   to   the   faces   of   the   pigs.   The   creatures   outside   looked   from   pig   to   man,   and   from  
man   to   pig,   and   from   pig   to   man   again;   but   already   it   was   impossible   to   say   which   was   which.  
 

Lesson   11:    Animal   Farm   
 

Objective:   
 

Explain   the   significance   of   specific   lines   and   events   in    Animal   Farm    and   what   they  
reveal   about   characters   and   the   plot.   
 

Readings   and   Materials:   
 

Animal   Farm     Chapter   10   

Current   Standards:  

Reading   Standards   for   Literature  
 

● RL.8.3   —   Analyze   how   particular   lines   of   dialogue   or   incidents   in   a   story   or  
drama   propel   the   action,   reveal   aspects   of   a   character,   or   provoke   a   decision.   



Writing   Prompt:  

What   is   the   significance   of   the   last   line   of   the   text:   “the   creatures   outside   looked  
from   pig   to   man,   and   from   man   to   pig,   and   from   pig   to   man   again;   but   already   it  
was   impossible   to   say   which   was   which”.   

Key   Questions:  

What   is   significant   about   the   following   line:   “Squealer   was   so   fat   that   he  
could   with   difficulty   see   out   of   his   eyes”   (Chapter   10   paragraph   2)?  

What   is   the   significance   of   the   line   “It   was   a   pig   walking   on   his   hind   legs”?  

What   is   the   significance   of   this   line   describing   Napoleon:   “he   carried   a   whip  
in   his   trotter”?  

What   is   the   significance   of   the   lines   “The   farm   which   he   had   the   honor   to  
control,   he   added,   was   a   co-operative   enterprise.   The   title   deeds,   which   were  
in   his   own   possession,   were   owned   by   the   pigs   jointly”.  

Perhaps   the   most   famous   line   from   this   book   is   “All   Animals   Are   Equal,   But  
Some   Animals   Are   More   Equal   Than   Others.”   What   does   this   mean?   What  
is   your   reaction   to   this   idea?  

What   parallels   do   you   see   between   the   characters   and   events   of    Animal  
Farm    and   the   Russian   Revolution?   

Lesson   Guidance  

● The   final   chapter   of   our   book!   Make   sure   that   students   get   to   the   discussion  
question   today.  

  



Lesson   12  

OBJECTIVE  
Determine   themes   in    Animal   Farm    and   explain   how   the   author   develops   those   themes   over   the  
course   of   the   text.   

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  
● Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell,   whole   text  

Writing   Prompt  
● What   theme   does   Orwell   develop   about   persuasive   language?   Where   in   the   text   does   he  

explore   this   theme?   Provide,   at   least,   two   different   places   in   the   text   where   this   theme   is  
developed   and   provide   evidence   to   support   your   answer.  

 

KEY   QUESTIONS  
 

● Make   a   list   of   thematic   topics   addressed   in   the   text.  
 

● What   theme   does   Orwell   develop   about   education?  
 

● Where   in   the   text   does   Orwell   explore   this   theme?   Provide   two   different   places   in   the  
text   where   this   theme   is   developed   and   provide   evidence   to   support   your   answer.   
 

● Is   this   book   still   relevant   today?   Do   you   think   it’s   an   important   book   to   read?  
 
 

LESSON   GUIDANCE  

NOTES  
● When   talking   about   how   an   idea   is   developed   over   the   course   of   the   text,   students   must  

be   able   to   identify   multiple   places   in   the   text   where   this   idea   is   explored.  
● A    universal   or   thematic   topic    is   a   one   or   two   word   phrase   that   describes   the  

overarching   topic   of   a   text   or   section   of   a   text   (I.e.   relationships,   love,   violence,   family,  
growing   up).  



● Theme    is   the   author’s   message   in   the   text   about   a   particular   universal   or   thematic   topic.  
A   text   can   have   several   themes;   however,   usually   an   author   puts   their   energy   into  
communicating   a   few   big   themes.   

○ Themes   are   messages   that   can   be   applied   to   real   life,   not   just   a   text.  
○ Themes   are   expressed   as   complete   sentences.  
○ Themes   do   not   include   characters’   names.   
○ Themes,   generally,   do   not   include   the   words   “you”   or   “should.”  
○ Themes   must   be   supported   by   multiple   pieces   of   evidence   from   the   text.   
○ Themes   are   generally   developed   through   character   words,   actions,   and   beliefs  

and/or   significant   plot   events.   
 

CORE   STANDARDS  

Reading   Standards   for   Literature  
CCRS   ELA   RL.8.2  
Determine   a   theme   or   central   idea   of   a   text   and   analyze   its   development   over   the   course   of   the  
text,   including   how   it   emerges   and   is   shaped   and   refined   by   specific   details;   provide   an   accurate  
summary   of   the   text   based   upon   this   analysis  

  



Lesson   13   -   

OBJECTIVE  
Begin   to   plan   speeches   by   drawing   on   knowledge   of    Animal   Farm .   

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell  

TARGET   TASK   

Writing   Prompt  

In   chapter   7,   George   Orwell   writes   the   following:  

“As   Clover   looked   down   the   hillside   her   eyes   filled   with   tears.    If   she   could   have   spoken   her  
thoughts ,   it   would   have   been   to   say   that   this   was   not   what   they   had   aimed   at   when   they   had  
set   themselves   years   ago   to   work   for   the   overthrow   of   the   human   race.   These   scenes   of  
terror   and   slaughter   were   not   what   they   had   looked   forward   to   on   that   night   when   old   Major  
first   stirred   them   to   rebellion.”  

Imagine   a   world   in   which   Clover   was   capable   of   seeing   everything   that   was   going   on  
around   them   and   speaking   her   thoughts.   Write   a   speech   from   Clover’s   point   of   view   that  
she   will   give   to   the   other   animals   on   Animal   Farm,   explaining   what   she   thinks   is   happening,  
what   she   fears   for   the   future,   and   what   she   believes   needs   to   change.   

Your   speech   must:  

● Clearly   reference   specific   events   and   details   from    Animal   Farm  
● Establish   Clover   as   a   speaker,   based   on   what   you   know   about   her   character  
● Write   a   strong   introductory   and   concluding   statement  
● Acknowledge   the   opposing   position  
● Employ   at   least   two   persuasive   rhetorical   techniques  
● Use   vivid,   evocative   language  
● Be   presented   clearly,   using   appropriate   volume,   eye   contact,   etc.   

LESSON   GUIDANCE   

● Unpack   the   prompt.  
● Re-read   the   passage   from   chapter   7   where   the   quote   is   featured.   What   is   going   on   in  

this   passage?   What   has   happened   previously?   



● Ask   yourself:     What   does   the   reader   know   is   going   on   that   the   animals   seem   to   not  
understand?    Imagine   that   Clover   suddenly   understands   everything   that   you,   the  
reader,   already   understands.   Your   speech   will   be   Clover’s   opportunity   to   warn   the  
other   animals   about   what   is   really   going   on.  

● Start   to   outline   what   you   want   to   say.   Pick   at   least   two   specific   events   that   you   think  
the   other   animals   don’t   fully   understand   and   explain   what   you   (Clover)   now  
understand   about   what   the   pigs   are   doing.  

Notes   

● Argument,   Persuasion,   or   Propaganda?   by   ReadWriteThink   is   a   good   resource  
for   explaining   the   difference   between   rhetoric   and   propaganda.   

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  

Writing   Standards  

● W.8.1    —    Write   arguments   to   support   claims   with   clear   reasons   and   relevant   evidence.   
● W.8.1.a    —    Introduce   claim(s),   acknowledge   and   distinguish   the   claim(s)   from   alternate  

or   opposing   claims,   and   organize   the   reasons   and   evidence   logically.   
● W.8.3    —    Write   narratives   to   develop   real   or   imagined   experiences   or   events   using  

effective   technique,   relevant   descriptive   details,   and   well-structured   event   sequences.   
● W.8.3.a    —    Engage   and   orient   the   reader   by   establishing   a   context   and   point   of   view  

and   introd ucing   a   narrator   and/or   characters;   organize   an   event   sequence   that   unfolds  
naturally   and   logically.   

  



Lesson   14   -   

OBJECTIVE  
Learn   to   use   persuasive,   rhetorical   techniques   in   speeches.   Continue   planning/pre-writing  
your   speech.   Complete   a   rough   draft   of   your   speech.  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell  

TARGET   TASK   

Writing   Prompt  

In   chapter   7,   George   Orwell   writes   the   following:  

“As   Clover   looked   down   the   hillside   her   eyes   filled   with   tears.    If   she   could   have   spoken   her  
thoughts ,   it   would   have   been   to   say   that   this   was   not   what   they   had   aimed   at   when   they   had  
set   themselves   years   ago   to   work   for   the   overthrow   of   the   human   race.   These   scenes   of  
terror   and   slaughter   were   not   what   they   had   looked   forward   to   on   that   night   when   old   Major  
first   stirred   them   to   rebellion.”  

Imagine   a   world   in   which   Clover   was   capable   of   seeing   everything   that   was   going   on  
around   them   and   speaking   her   thoughts.   Write   a   speech   from   Clover’s   point   of   view   that  
she   will   give   to   the   other   animals   on   Animal   Farm,   explaining   what   she   thinks   is   happening,  
what   she   fears   for   the   future,   and   what   she   believes   needs   to   change.   

Your   speech   must:  

● Clearly   reference   specific   events   and   details   from    Animal   Farm  
● Establish   Clover   as   a   speaker,   based   on   what   you   know   about   her   character  
● Write   a   strong   introductory   and   concluding   statement  
● Acknowledge   the   opposing   position  
● Employ   at   least   two   persuasive   rhetorical   techniques  
● Use   vivid,   evocative   language  
● Be   presented   clearly,   using   appropriate   volume,   eye   contact,   etc.   

 



 

LESSON   GUIDANCE   

● Reread   several   paragraphs   of   Old   Major’s   speech   in   chapter   1,   pulling   out   examples  
of   ethos,   pathos,   and   logos.   

● Students   will   use   at   least   one   instance   of   each   of   these   rhetorical   tools   in   their  
speech.   

● Remind   students   that   with   persuasive   speeches,   the   introduction   and   conclusion  
are   very   important.   The   introduction   is   where   you   hook   in   the   listener/reader   and   lay  
out   what   your   argument   will   be,   and   the   conclusion   is   where   you   make   sure   your  
listener   knows   exactly   what   you   want   them   to   do,   think,   and/or   feel.   

● Additionally,   we   know   from   writing   argumentative   essays   that   acknowledging   the  
other   position   and   then   explaining   why   it’s   wrong   is   a   powerful   method   for  
communicating   our   position.   

● The   introduction   and   conclusion   provide   an   excellent   opportunity   to   use   pathos,  
because   they   are   often   the   most   “emotional”   parts   of   a   speech.   

● Students   should   work   to   complete   an   introduction   and   conclusion,   using   an  
example   of   pathos.   

COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Writing   Standards  

● W.8.1    —    Write   arguments   to   support   claims   with   clear   reasons   and   relevant   evidence.   
● W.8.1.a    —    Introduce   claim(s),   acknowledge   and   distinguish   the   claim(s)   from   alternate  

or   opposing   claims,   and   organize   the   reasons   and   evidence   logically.   
● W.8.3    —    Write   narratives   to   develop   real   or   imagined   experiences   or   events   using  

effective   technique,   relevant   descriptive   details,   and   well-structured   event   sequences.   
● W.8.3.d    —    Use   precise   words   and   phrases,   relevant   descriptive   details,   and   sensory  

language   to   capture   the   action   and   convey   experiences   and   events.   

  



Lesson   15   -   

OBJECTIVE  
Complete   a   final   draft   of   your   speech.  

READINGS   AND   MATERIALS  

● Book:    Animal   Farm    by   George   Orwell  

TARGET   TASK   

Writing   Prompt  

In   chapter   7,   George   Orwell   writes   the   following:  

“As   Clover   looked   down   the   hillside   her   eyes   filled   with   tears.    If   she   could   have   spoken   her  
thoughts ,   it   would   have   been   to   say   that   this   was   not   what   they   had   aimed   at   when   they   had  
set   themselves   years   ago   to   work   for   the   overthrow   of   the   human   race.   These   scenes   of  
terror   and   slaughter   were   not   what   they   had   looked   forward   to   on   that   night   when   old   Major  
first   stirred   them   to   rebellion.”  

Imagine   a   world   in   which   Clover   was   capable   of   seeing   everything   that   was   going   on  
around   them   and   speaking   her   thoughts.   Write   a   speech   from   Clover’s   point   of   view   that  
she   will   give   to   the   other   animals   on   Animal   Farm,   explaining   what   she   thinks   is   happening,  
what   she   fears   for   the   future,   and   what   she   believes   needs   to   change.   

Your   speech   must:  

● Clearly   reference   specific   events   and   details   from    Animal   Farm  
● Establish   Clover   as   a   speaker,   based   on   what   you   know   about   her   character  
● Write   a   strong   introductory   and   concluding   statement  
● Acknowledge   the   opposing   position  
● Employ   at   least   two   persuasive   rhetorical   techniques  
● Use   vivid,   evocative   language  

LESSON   GUIDANCE   

● Consider   how   the   speaker’s   presentation   of   a   speech   can   affect   its   meaning   and  
impact   on   the   audience.   



COMMON   CORE   STANDARDS  

Core   Standards  
Speaking   and   Listening   Standards  

● SL.8.4     —     Present   claims   and   findings,   emphasizing   salient   points   in   a   focused,  
coherent   manner   with   relevant   evidence,   sound   valid   reasoning,   and   well-chosen  
details;   use   appropriate   eye   contact,   adequate   volume,   and   clear   pronunciation.   

Writing   Standards  

● W.8.1     —     Write   arguments   to   support   claims   with   clear   reasons   and   relevant   evidence.   
● W.8.3     —     Write   narratives   to   develop   real   or   imagined   experiences   or   events   using  

effective   technique,   relevant   descriptive   details,   and   well-structured   event   sequences.   

 


