
Dear Parents & Students: 
 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help with any questions 
you or your child might have regarding various assignments. Please keep in mind that these assignments will 
not be graded nor will they count against your child in any way. This is for your child to review different skills 
that he or she may need extra help with. This work will also help to better prepare students for 8th grade. 
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via SchoolStatus 
and Remind. We will also provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. via Haiku, Khan Academy, and 
iReady. 
 
Starting Tuesday, March 30th, you will be able to contact your child’s teacher between the hours of 8:00 am 
and 3:00 pm. During this time we will be available via Remind, SchoolStatus, or email for parents and/or 
students who are struggling with the current assignments or who have general questions regarding the work. 
Provided below is contact information for the 7th grade math teachers. 

 

Teacher E-Mail Remind  
(text code to 81010) Khan Academy 

Godown lmgodown@tupeloschools.com @g2c7e79 
@adv7tms VTBKBVBQ 

Hudson rehudson@tupeloschools.com @hudmath19 

1st: aqx585hk 
2nd: pugqbq3t 
3rd: ez2p3pxx 
4th: 688nzrfe 
6th: 4y3gff4a 

Hughes rshughes@tupeloschools.com @rshughes 

1st: dfet2sha 
2nd: gtfbv6j7 
3rd: qwy4xuph 
4th: st5as654 
6th: 5cfgrg67 

Long sllong@tupeloschools.com parents -- @longadv 
students -- @longadv19 69s67hbr 

McDonald lmmcdonald@tupeloschools.com @mcmath7-8 N/A 

McMillian msmcmillian@tupeloschools.com general -- @dmc19-20 
advanced -- @dmcadv1920 JR3NAU43 

Ratliff pcratliff@tupeloschools.com  N/A 

 
We are here for you and your children. We miss seeing your children each day. Thank you for your support 
and patience during this trying time. 
 
Sincerely, 
Your 7th Grade Math Team 



7th Grade Math 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday  
March 30  

Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday  
April 1 

Thursday,  
April 2 

Friday,  
April 3 

Packet 

7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 1-10 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 11-20 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 21-30 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 31-40 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 41-50 

Online 

Khan Academy: Complete Negative Numbers: Addition and Subtraction and Negative Numbers: Multiplication and 
Division 

*Teacher will assign these lessons through Khan Academy. 

iReady:  Students should continue on their learning path. 

Packet: Packet material is also available in Haiku under Distance Learning. 

  

  Monday,  
April 6 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

Wednesday,  
April 8 

Thursday,  
April 9 

Friday,  
April 10 

Packet 

7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 51-60 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 61-70 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 71-80 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 81-90 

 7th Grade Common 
Core Weekly 
Review_ #’s 91-100 

Online 

Khan Academy: Complete Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 

*Teacher will assign these lessons through Khan Academy. 

iReady:  Students should continue on their learning path. 

Packet: Packet material is also available in Haiku under Distance Learning. 

  

  Monday,  
April 13 

Tuesday,  
April 14 

Wednesday,  
April 15 

Thursday,  
April 16 

Friday,  
April 17 

Packet 
7th Grade Daily 
Warm-Ups_ #’s 1-13  

7th Grade Daily 
Warm-Ups_ #’s 1-10 

7th Grade Daily 
Warm-Ups_ #’s 1-12 

7th Grade Daily 
Warm-Ups_ #’s 1-13 

7th Grade Daily 
Warm-Ups_ #’s 1-14 

Online 

Khan Academy: Complete Rates and Proportional Relationships 
 
*Teacher will assign these lessons through Khan Academy. 

iReady:  Students should continue on their learning path. 

Packet: Packet material is also available in Haiku under Distance Learning. 

 



Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

 

7RP 

 

1. A car moving at a constant speed travels 88 feet in 2 seconds. 

Use a proportion to find how many feet it travels in one minute.  

7NS 

2. The average temperature in Fairbanks, Alaska, was  one day℉− 4  

and 6  the next day.  Find the difference of the temperatures.℉  

7EE 

3. Mary wants to buy a bicycle that costs $280.  Her parents agree 

to pay $100.  Mary will save $20 a week.  Write and solve an 

equation to find how long it will take her to save enough money. 

7G 

4. A circular mat has a circumference of 220 centimeters.  Find 

the radius rounded to the nearest whole number. 

7SP 

5. A container has 14 yellow chips, 10 blue chips and 12 red chips in 

it.  One chip is randomly chosen from the container, then a 

second chip is randomly chosen after replacing the first chip. 

What is the probability that both chips are red? 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

6. The Suarez family spends 30% of their monthly income on the 

house payment.  If the house payment is $1,200, what is the 

family’s income? 

7NS 

7. Order the numbers from least to greatest:  

.8,  8%,        18%,   ,  0    8
1  8

18  

7EE 

8. Simplify: a b a b2 − 3
2 − 4 2

1 − 6
1  

7G 

9. A clock tower has a circular clock face with an area of 144π 

square feet. What is the diameter of the clock face? 

7SP 

10. Wants to determine the general attitude toward math of the 

students in the school. Which of the following methods will produce a 

random sample? 

a) Survey 10 students from each of Mr. Lee’s math class. 

b) Survey all of the students in Carlin’s 1st period class. 

c) Survey every 15 th student who enters the cafeteria at lunchtime. 

d) Survey every 3 rd student in the list of honors students. 

1 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

11. Mary bought a pair of jeans and a sweater.  The pair of jeans costs 

$30 and the sweater costs $35.  If sales tax is 6%, how much did Toby 

spend in total for the jeans and sweater? 

7NS 

12. Evaluate : − 8 + 8  

7EE 

13. Find the sum.  

x )(6x x )2 + 5 − 3 + ( 2 − 9  

7G 

14. The radius of the circular lens of a magnifying glass is 4 

centimeters.  What is the area, in square centimeters of the glass? 

7SP 

15. There is an 85% chance that a flight on Bandway Airlines will arrive 

on time.  Out of a total of 600 flights, how many are expected to 

arrive on time? 

2 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

16. A 14-ounce energy drink contains teaspoons of sugar.  How01 2
1  

much sugar is one ounce of the drink? 

7NS 

17. On Tuesday the value of a stock decreased by  point. On2
1  

Wednesday, the value increased by  point. On Thursday the value4
3  

decreased by  point.  What integer represents the change in stock8
3  

value after three days? 

7EE 

18. The dance committee has a budget of $125 to decorate the gym 

for the spring dance.  They have already spent $65.  Some members 

want to buy helium balloons that cost $0.80 each.  Write and solve an 

inequality to show the number of balloons that the dance committee 

could buy. 

7G 

19. Angles P  and Q are supplementary and   What is ∠P 0°.m = 3 ∠Q?m  

7SP 

20. Monyne flips three coins.  What is the probability that the first, 

second, and third coin will all land the same way (either all heads or all 

tails)? 

3 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

21. Crystal reads 25 pages in  hour.  Write an equation to represent2
1  

the relationship between the number of pages Crystal reads and how 

much time she spends reading. Let p  = number of pages and t = number 

of hours. 

7NS 

22. Louise walks  miles around the lake.  How many miles did Louise8
9  

walk? 

a) .70   b) 0.78 

c) 1.125  d) .1251  

 

7EE 

23. Factor the expression below using the greatest common factor. 

p6p3 − 2p2 − 8  

7G 

24. A rectangular welcome mat is 30 inches long and 24 inches wide. 

What is the area of the welcome mat? 

7SP 

25. Which size random sample is likely to provide the most trustworthy 

results? 

a)  50  b)  20 

c)  10  d) There is no difference. 

 

4 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

26. Nigel borrows $250 and pays 5.5% simple interest each year.  If he 

pays back the money in on year what is the total amount that he pays? 

7NS 

27. A fish dives into a depth of  mile below the surface of the− 4
3  

water.  A turtle’s depth is  as deep as the fish’s depth.  What is the3
1  

turtle’s depth? 

7EE 

28. What is the difference of the expression below? 

 

4f h)(12f g h)− 8 + 3 − ( − g + 5  

7G 

29. A cube has a side length of 13 millimeters.  What is the surface 

area of the cube? 

7SP 

30. Look at the data in the table below. 

Set X  20.45  28  22.25  16.5  13  18.05 

Set Y  21  6  5  14  9  40 

Which data set has a smaller mean? 

5 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

31. In 2000, the U.S. population was 281 million people. In 2008, it was 

305 million. What was the rate of population change per year? 

7NS 

32. Evaluate: 

− 7
2 − 8

3 + 4
1 + 7

2  

7EE 

33. Temperature in degrees Fahrenheit is equal to 32 more than 5
9  

times the temperature in degrees Celsius.  One day the high 

temperature in Brooklyn, NY was 95 degrees Fahrenheit.  What was 

the high temperature in degrees Celsius?  

7G 

34. Mya’s bedroom is in the shape of a rectangular prism 15 feet long, 

12 feet wide, and 10 feet high.  It has no windows.  Mya wants to paint 

all four walls (including the door) and the ceiling.  What surface area 

will she paint? 

7SP 

35. You flip a coin and roll a number cube. What is the probability that 

you flip tails and roll a number less than 5? 

6 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

36. Hannah runs  of a mile in  of an hour.  What is her unit rate, in3
2

6
1  

miles per hour? 

7NS 

37. Divide: ÷ − 5
12 − 8

5  

7EE 

38. The chorus club has a budget of at most $450 for a field trip to 

see a musical.  There are 15 members in the chorus club.  The total 

transportation cost for all the members will be $60.  What is the 

maximum theater ticket price per person that the chorus club can 

afford? 

7G 

39. The cost of painting a circular traffic sign is $3.50 per square 

foot.  How much, to the nearest dollar, will it cost to paint the sign if 

its diameter measures 36 inches? 

7SP 

40. Which of the following statistics measures the variability of a 

distribution? 

a) mean  b) median 

c) mode  d) range 

 

7 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

41. On Wednesday, 30 students went to after-school tutoring.  On 

Thursday, 6 students went.  What is the percent decrease in the 

numbers of students who went to tutoring? 

7NS 

42. Which situation can be represented by the equation   ?− 0− 4 (5) = 2  

a) Jasmine exercised for 4 hours after school each day last week. 

b) The cost of a summer pool pass increased $4 each of the last 5 

years. 

c) Jasmine earned $4 for each of 5 classes in which she received an A. 

d) The temperature dropped 4 degrees each hour for 5 consecutive 

days. 

7EE 

43. Brenda and Michael simplify the expression, as shown below. 

 

renda  x − − xB :  − 5 + (2 )+ x = 5 + x + 2 = 4 + 2  
ichael  x −  M :  − 5 + (2 )+ x = (− x )5 + 2 + x = 3 + x  

 

Who simplified the expression correctly? 

7G 

44. A fast-food restaurant offers delivery service anywhere within a 

6-mile radius.  What area does the restaurant delivery service cover? 

Round your answer to the nearest square mile. 

7SP 

45. A factory worker conducted a test on a random sample of 150 

products.  Of the products tested, 2 were found to have defects. 

Based on this information, how many products in a batch of 3,000 are 

likely to be defective? 

8 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

46. Hailey earned $90 for working 12 hours.  How much would she earn 

for working 20 hours? 

7NS 

47. What is the value of the expression ?  3
2 6( − 6

5)  

7EE 

48. The perimeter of the triangle below is  units.  Write ana b6 + 2 − 5  

expression to represent the length in units, of the missing side of the 

triangle. 

7G 

49. Elizabeth reduced a picture that is 10 inches long by 8 inches wide 

using a photocopier.  The reduced picture is now 6 inches long. What 

scale factor did the photocopier reduce the picture? 

7SP 

50. The probability a bus will be full is 65%.  Which word or words best 

describes the likelihood the bus will be full? 

a) certain  b) highly likely 

c) somewhat likely  d) unlikely  

 

9 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

51. After a 125% markup and a 10% discount, the price of a watch is 

$30.78 before tax.  What was the wholesale price? 

7NS 

52. A female monkey is  feet tall.  A male monkey is about  feet3 7
3 3 5

2  

tall.  Which of the two monkeys is taller? 

7EE 

53. Melinda is running in gym class.  She has 45 minutes and needs to 

run 6 miles.  Write and solve an inequality to find the amount of time 

she can spend running each mile. 

7G 

54. If you slice a rectangular pyramid parallel to its base what will be 

the shape of the cross-section? 

7SP 

55. Ten slips of paper numbered 1 through 10 are placed in a bag.  You 

draw a slip at random and draw another without replacing the first. 

Find the probability that both numbers are odd. 

10 
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7RP 

 

56. Shayla mows  acre in  hour. How many acres does Shayla mow6
1

4
1  

per hour? 

7NS 

57. A football team loses 4 yards on one play and 7 yards on another 

play. Write a sum of negative integers to represent this situation. Find 

the sum and explain how it is related to the problem. 

7EE 

58. Every month, $25 is withdrawn from Calvin’s savings account to pay 

for his gym membership. He has enough savings to withdraw no more 

than 

$225. For how many months can Calvin pay for his gym membership? 

7G 

59. The measure of ∠A is 4° greater than the measure of ∠B. The two 

angles are complementary. Find the measure of each angle. 

7SP 

60. Members of a polling organization survey 600 of the 6,342 

registered voters in a town by randomly choosing names from a list of 

all registered voters. Is their sample likely to be representative? 

11 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

61. Geo usually drinks 36 ounces of water per day. He read that he 

should drink 64 ounces of water per day. If he starts drinking 64 

ounces, what is the percent increase? Round to the nearest percent. 

7NS 

62. Tiffany used her debit card to buy lunch for $9.72 on Wednesday. 

On Thursday, she deposited $9.72 back into her account. What is the 

overall increase or decrease in her bank account? 

7EE 

63. Nina rented a bicycle while she was on vacation. She paid a flat 

rental fee of $75.00, plus $9.50 each day. The total cost was $456. 

Write an equation you can use to find the number of days she rented 

the bicycle. 

7G 

64. Find the value of x.  

 

7SP 

65. A three-character code uses the letters C and P. Either of the 

letters may be repeated. Find the probability of the code PCP. 

12 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

66. Find the slope of the line. 

 

7NS 

67. Write  as a decimal.8
7  

7EE 

68. A bus ride for a senior citizen cost $1.25. A monthly pass costs 

$35. Write an inequality that represents the number of times a senior 

citizen must ride the bus for the monthly pass to be a better deal. 

7G 

69. Find the area of the figure. 

 

7SP 

70. Tara’s jewelry box contains two gold bracelets and two silver 

bracelets. Tara randomly choose two bracelets. What is the probability 

that both are silver bracelets? 

13 
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7RP 

 

71. A restaurant owner estimates that his restaurant will serve 430 

customers the first week it is open. The actual number of customers 

the first week is 400. Find the percent error. 

7NS 

72. Kamala’s cell phone company will add −$5.75 to her next bill for 

each of the 4 months she was overcharged. How much will be added to 

her next bill? 

7EE 

73. A square picture frame has a perimeter of (16x − 20) feet. Write 

an expression that represents the side length of the picture frame (in 

feet). 

7G 

74. Tell whether the angles are adjacent or vertical.  Then find the 

value of x. 

 

  

7SP 

75. You want to estimate the number of students in a junior high school 

who ride the school bus. Which sample is unbiased? 

a) 50 eighth graders at random 

b) 90  students at random during lunch 

c) 4 students in the hallway 

d) all students in  chorus 

14 
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7RP 

 

76. Megan uses  cup of almonds to make 4 cups of trail mix. Using3
2  

this same proportion, how many cups of almonds would Megan need to 

make 9 cups of trail mix? 

7NS 

77. Divide. 

÷− 1 5
1 − 1 6

5  

7EE 

78. Keith paid a total of $48 for 4 movie tickets. He used a coupon for 

$4 off the entire order. The equation below can be used to determine 

the regular price of 1 movie ticket, t. 
4 t – 4 = 48 

What is the regular price of 1 movie ticket? 

7G 

79. The circumference of the circular table on Beverly’s porch is 72π 

inches. What is the radius of the table? 

7SP 

80. Renada recorded the colors of the last 250 cars driving by her 

house in the table below. Using the data, what is the probability that 

the next car to drive by will be red or blue? 

 

15 
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7RP 

 

81. Alison knits of a scarf in  of an hour. What fraction of a scarf 1
10  5

4  

can Alison knit in 1 hour? 

7NS 

82. The low point of the Tonga Trench, in the Pacific Ocean, is 

 meters.  The low point of the Mariana Trench, also in the0, 30 − 1 6  

Pacific Ocean, is 890 meters lower. What is the depth of the Mariana 

Trench? 

7EE 

83. Two years of local Internet service costs $685, including the 

installation fee of $85. What is the monthly fee? 

7G 

84. Lei is painting the outside of a jewelry box that is in the shape of a 

rectangular prism. Its length is 18cm, its width is 6cm, and its height is 

3cm. What is the surface area of the jewlery box in square 

centimeters? 

7SP 

85. Delsym Middle School has 1,800 students. A random sample of 80 

shows that 24 have cell phones. Predict the number of students in the 

school who have cell phones. 

16 
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7RP 

 

86. Matt earned $28,500 last year. He paid $8,265 for rent. What 

percent of his earnings did Matt pay for rent? 

7NS 

87. The Williams budget for rent and  for food. How much of their 4
1

3
1  

budget is left? 

7EE 

88. In order for a class trip to be scheduled, at least 30 students must 

sign up. So far, 23 students have signed up. Write and solve an 

inequality to find the least number of students that must sign up in 

order for the class trip to be scheduled. 

7G 

89. For a school project, Lizzy is making a model of the Empire State 

Building. She is using a scale of 1 cm:8 ft. The Empire State Building is 

1,252 feet tall. How tall is her model? 

7SP 

90. The ShowMe Movie Theater is showing 12 movies. Each movie is 

shown at five different times during the day. How many choices of 

movies and 

showtimes does Bart have?  

17 
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Name ___________________________    Class___________ 

7RP 

 

91. The quantities x  and y are proportional. What is the missing value in 

the table? 

x 
3
2  3

4  3
8  5 

y  6 12 24  

 

7NS 

92. Which of the following expressions represents the distance 

between and  on a number line?3 − 1 − 4  

a) − 3 − )| 1 − ( 4 |   b) 3 || − 1 − 4  

c) 3| − 1 + (− )4 |   d) 13 || + 4  

 

7EE 

93. Simplify 

x  6 x x( 2 − 2 + 2
1)  

7G 

94. A cereal box is 9 inches by 2.5 inches by 10 inches. What is the 

volume of the box? 

7SP 

95. A bargain bin contains hip-hop and jazz CDs. There are 80 CDs in 

the bin. Choosing a jazz CD and not choosing a jazz CD have the same 

number of favorable outcomes. How many jazz CDs are in the bin? 

18 
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96. Denise bought a t-shirt at the sale price of $25. The original cost 

of the sweater was $40. What percent represents the discount that 

Denise received when buying the t-shirt? 

7NS 

97. Julian currently has a balance of −$10.48 in his checking account. 

His bank requires him to maintain a minimum balance of $20. How much 

does Julian need to deposit into his checking account to reach the 

minimum balance?  

7EE 

98. Solve for x . 

.4x 8.5 810 + 2 = 2  

7G 

99. What is the volume of the right triangular prism below? 

 

7SP 

100. The box plots show the amount of time, in minutes, it takes for 

Lesley and Adam to travel to work from their homes each morning over 

a period of time.  What is the median of each data set? 

Lesley  Adam 

   

 

Answer Key (pages 1-20) 

19 
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 Page 1 Page 2 Page 3 Page 4 Page 5 
7RP 2,640 ft $4,000 $68.90 teaspoon  4

3
 p = 50t 

7NS 10  ℉  %, , 18%, , .8  8  8
1   8

18 0  0  point − 8
1

 c 

7EE 00 0w 80;1 + 2 = 2 9 a b  − 2 2
1 − 6

5
 x x 2  7 2 + 5 − 1  5 .80x≤125  6 + 0  

x≤75    
p(3p )  2 2 − p − 4  

7G 35 cm 24 feet 6πcm  1 2
 150  °  720in2 

7SP 9
1  c 510 8

1  a 
 

 Page 6 Page 7 Page 8 Page 9 Page 10 
7RP 

$263.75 
3,000,000 people 
per year 4 miles per hour 80% $150 

7NS  mile − 4
1

  − 8
1

 3
2  d  3 9

4
 

7EE f g h  8 − 7 − 2  5°C  3  $26.00 Brenda b  3 + 5 − 2  
7G 1,014mm2 720 feet2 $25 113 miles2 5

3  
7SP Set Y 3

1  d 40 c 
 

 Page 11 Page 12 Page 13 Page 14 Page 15 
7RP $15.20  acre per hour3

2  78% 4 7.5% 
7NS 

female 

-4 + (-7); -11; the 
team lost a total 
of 11 yards $0 0.875 23  − $  

7EE x≤45;  6  
.5 min  7  

m ≤ 9; no more 
than 9 months  9.5d + 75 = 456 1.25x > 35 ( )ftx  4 − 5  

7G 
rectangle 

m∠A = 47°, ∠B = 
43° 12° 28.5 units2 Vertical; 37 

7SP 

9
2  

Yes; the sample is 
random 8

1  6
1  b 

 

 Page 16 Page 17 Page 18 Page 19 Page 20 
7RP  cups  1 2

1
 8

1  29% 45 37.5% 

7NS 55
36  1, 20 meters  − 1 5  5

12  a $30.48 

7EE $13 $25 per month 3 ≥30  2 + x  
at least 7 
students 

x x  6 3 − 12x2 + 3  631.25 

7G 36 360 cm2 156.5 cm tall 225 in.3 567 yd3 
7SP 25

12  540 students 60 40 jazz Lesley: 40 min; 
Adam: 28 min 
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7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 13, 2020 

 

1. Solve the following: 

a. 81.94 + 27.39 
 
 
 
b. 64.07  - 13.67  
 
 
 
 

 

2. Solve The Following: 
 
a. 18.3 x 1.5 
 
 
 
b.  358.7  ➗ 3.4  

3. Cathy is purchasing a DVD player and a TV at the local electronic store. The DVD 
player costs $49.36, and the TV costs $705.20. If she plans to pay for them in 12 equal 
payments, then what is her monthly cost?  

 

 
 

3. Find the GCF:  
 
a. 24 and 72 
 
 
 
b. 16 and 80  
 
 

 

4. Find the LCM:  
 
a. 6 and 14 
 
 
 
b. 3 and 8  

5. The ratio of cats to dogs at a pet store 
is 4:5, which means ... 

 

6. The price for five pounds of candy is $8, 
which is a rate of ______ per pound. 
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7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 13, 2020 

    
 

7. Label each table below as to whether or 
not the ratio is equivalent. 
 
a.______  

 

x y 

2 4 

3 6 

6 12 

 
 
b.______  
 

x y 

2 1 

6 2 

8 4 

 
c.______ 
 

x y 

0 0 

3 3 

6 6 

 
d.______

 

x y 

1 5 

2 10 

5 25 

 

8. It takes 6 hours to travel 372 miles. How long 
will it take to travel 279 miles? 

 

 

 

 

9. A student gets 13 out of 20 questions correct 
on a test. What percent of questions did the 
student get correct? 

 
 

 

10. Evaluate the expression below:  
 
32 +5(8– 3) –10  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

11. Evaluate the expression below:  

17 – 3(16 ÷ 4) + 23  

 
 

 
 

 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 13, 2020 

 
 

12. Write a numerical expression below:  
 
 
a. add 14 and x 

 

b. the product of 6 and y 

 

13. Using the formula below, solve when, s = 3  

A = 6s 2 
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7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 14, 2020 

 

1. Simplify the expression below:  

2(3x – 5y)  

 
 
 

 

2. Simplify the expression below: 
  

3(7.1y + 4x)  
 

 
 

 

3. Combine like terms:  
 
x + x – x + y + y + y – z + z – z  

 
 

4. Match the equivalent expressions below: 
 

x + x + y + y – x                  2x – 4y 

2(x – 2y)                      3x + 2y  

x + x + y + y + x                 2y + 2x  

5. Solve the following. Answer in reduced 
form: 

 

56 ÷ 81 =  

 

43 ÷ 61 =  

 
 

6. Write an integer to describe each situation:  
 
a. A town sits 380 feet below sea level 

 

 

b. $98 is deposited into a checking account  

 
 

7. How many 41 cup servings are in a 12-cup container?  
 

 
 

 

 
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 14, 2020 

8. Use the coordinate plane to answer the 
questions: 

 

A. The point (-6,-2) is located in 
quadrant_____ . 

 

B. If the point( 2,-4) is reflected over 
the x-axis,then it will be in quadrant 
_____ . 

 

C. Label point A at (5,-1) and point B 
at (-7,-4).  

 

D. How is (5,9) different than (-5,9)?  

 

 

 
 

9. Use the number line below to find the value:  

(a.) point A _____  ( b.) point C is the opposite of point _____  ( c.) point _____ is at -2
 

(d.) two opposite points are _____ and _____ ( e.) the opposite of point B is _____  

 

 
 

    
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 14, 2020 

10. Match each phrase with the appropriate inequality. Use the number line to help. 
 

_____ -7 is located to the right of -10 _____ the absolute value of 6 

_____ -3 is greater than -8 

_____ -3 is located to the left of 6 _____ |-8|  

_____ 6 is greater than or equal to -3 

_____ this number is located 6 units to the left of 0  

a. 6                     b. 6 ≥ -3 c. -7 > -10                      d. -3 > -8  

e. -3 < 6              f. 8                                 g. -6  
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7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 15, 2020 

 

1. Determine if the equation is true if x=4.  
 

2 +6x = 28  
 

 
 

 
 

2. Determine if the inequality is true if x=4.  

x + 13 < 41  

 
 

 
 

3. Write an equation to represent the 
situation: 

The total cost of five equally priced DVDs 
is $55. How much does each DVD cost?  

 
 

 

4. Solve the following equation:  

x + 8 = 23  

 

 

 

5. Write an equation to represent the 
situation: 
 
Brand A costs $46.29, and brand B costs 
$42.89. What is the difference in the cost 
of brand A and B?  

 
 

 
 

 

6. Solve the following equation:  
 

17x = 102  
 

 
 

 
 

7. Solve and graph the following 
inequality: x – 15 ≥ 8  

 
 

  
 

8. Write an inequality to represent the situation: 
 

A theater rents their space for $300 per night. 

If the company charges $9 per ticket, then what is the 
least number of tickets that must be sold in order to 
make a profit?  

 
 

 
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 15, 2020 

 
 

9. A grown man will burn roughly 120 calories for each mile run. How many calories will be burned 
when a grown man runs 6.5 miles? 
 
 
a. What's The Independent Quantity? 
 

b. What's The Dependent Quantity? 

 

c. Write An Equation To Describe The Problem.  

 

d. Solve The Equation.  

 
 

 

10. Find the area of the shape below. Break the larger shape into smaller pieces if needed.  
 

 
 

 
 

    
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 15, 2020 

11. Complete the shape to make a 
rectangle that has an area of 35 units 
squared.  

   

a. What is the location of point C? D? 

 

 

b. What is the perimeter of the rectangle?  

 

 

 

12 . Find the volume of the package below.  
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7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 16, 2020 

 

1. Find the surface area of the prism below: 

 
 

 
 

2. Find the surface area of the square pyramid:  

 

 
 

 
 

3. Huey reviews his progress report and 
notices the following grades: 

 

65, 92, 84, 76, 84, 94  

 

Find the mean of his grades.  

 
 

 
 

 

4. Use the data in Question 1  to find the median 
of his grades.  

 

 

 

 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 16, 2020 

5. Label each statistical question with an S. 

a. Do students prefer pancakes or 
waffles?____ 

 

b. How many parents are in the PTA? ____ 

 

c. How much does a movie ticket cost? ____ 

 

d. How many households in the 
neighborhood recycle? ____  

 
 

 
 

 

6. Use the following box-and-whisker plot to 
answer the questions below.  

 

a. Q1 ______ 

b. Median ______ 

c. Range ______ 

d. Interquartile Range ______  

e. Q3 ______  

 

7. Mercedes would like to have an average 
of 88 in her math class. There are five 
assignments with the following grades: 85, 
100, 88, 80, 95. What grade will Mercedes 
need to make on the last assignment to 
meet her goal?  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8. Create a line plot below, using the following 
numbers: 

 

15, 22, 18, 30, 18, 21, 18, 26, 26, 18, 22  

 
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 16, 2020 

9. Create a line plot below, using the 
following numbers: 

 

15, 22, 18, 30, 18, 21, 18, 26, 26, 18, 22  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

10. Create a stem-and-leaf plot using the data from 
Question 1.  

 

 
 

 
 

11. Noah has mixed up the stat sheet from the football game Friday. Match the different situations 
so that they all result in zero.  

_____ a loss of 6 yards                                         A. two quick passes that gained 4 yards each 

_____ a gain of 9 yards                                        B. a loss of 10 yards 

_____ two runs for 5 yards each                          C. the ball is run 6 yards 

_____ quarterback is sacked for 8 yards             D. a fumble for a loss of 9 yards  

 

    
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 16, 2020 

12. Label the number line with the 
appropriate equation.  

 

13. Use the number line to model the problem 
below:  

-5 + 3 = -2  
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7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 17, 2020 

 

1. Westmoreland, CA is 157 feet below sea 
level. Dallas, TX is 430 feet above seal 
level. What is the difference in the two cities’ 
altitudes?  

 
 

 

2. Solve: 

a. -18+7= 

b. 45+(-13)=  

c. -9+(-27)=  

d. −41+43=  

3. Label the number line with the appropriate 
equation.  

 
 

4. Use the number line to model the problem 
below:  

-4 + -1 = -5 

 

5. A credit card customer owes $325.60. 
They are only able to make a payment of 
$120. How much money does the customer 
still owe?  

 
 

 
 

 

6. Solve: 

a. -124+56=  

 

b. 32+(-40)=  

 

c. -18+(-12)=  

 

d. 13.5 + (-20) =  

 

 
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 17, 2020 

7. In Anchorage, AL the temperature is 
-13 oF. A cold front is scheduled to come in 
and drop the temperature 14 degrees. 
What will the temperature be after the cold 
front?  

 
 

 
 

8. Solve: 

a. -13-9= 

 

b. 45 – 60=  

 

c. -9– (-18)= 

 

d. −41 –43=  

 

9. Label the number line with the 
appropriate equation.  

10. Use the number line to model the problem below: 
 

3 – 8 = -5  

 

 

11. A credit card customer owes $325.60. 
They charge another purchase of $45.20. 
How much money does the customer 
owe?  

 
 

12. Solve: 

a. -230– 65= 

 

b. 68 – (-23)= 

 

c. -10.75 – 5.25 = 

 

d . − 23 – 23 =  

 
 

 
 



7th Grade Math Warm-Ups 
April 17, 2020 

13. Label the number line with the 
appropriate equation.  

 
 

 
 

14. Use the number line to model the problem below: 
 

-1 – 4 = -5  
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INTEGERS AND 
RATIONAL NUMBERS

©2017 Lindsay Perro. All rights reserved.       www.beyondtheworksheet.com

Add and Subtract 
Rational Numbers

•Adding : 
•When the signs are the 

same, add the integers and 
keep the same sign. 
•When the signs are different, 

subtract the integers and 
keep the sign of the integer 
with the greatest absolute 
value. 

• Subtracting : 
• Keep the first number the 

same.
•Change the subtraction sign 

to addition.
•Change the second 

number to its opposite.
• Follow the rules for addition.

Multiply and Divide 
Rational Numbers

• Multiplying or dividing two 
integers with the SAME sign = 
positive product or quotient.

• Multiplying or dividing two 
integers with DIFFERENT signs = 
negative product or quotient. 

Absolute Value
• Absolute value asks how 

far a number is from 
zero.

• The absolute value of a 
number is a positive 
number.

• An absolute value is 
indicated by this 
symbol : 

Convert 
Fractions to 

Decimals
• Convert rational 

numbers to decimals 
using long division

• The numerator 
becomes the 
dividend.

• The denominator 
becomes the divisor.

• Represent a 
repeating decimal by 
placing a line over 
the number(s) that 
repeat.

		 	x 	
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FRACTION DECIMAL 
CONVERSIONS
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Convert Fractions to Decimals
The Steps :
• Convert rational 

numbers to decimals 
using long division

• The numerator 
becomes the 
dividend.

• The denominator 
becomes the divisor.

• Represent a repeating 
decimal by placing a 
line over the 
number(s) that 
repeat.

Example :

Convert Decimals to Fractions
The Steps :
• Convert decimals to 

fractions using place 
value.

• Write the decimal as a 
fraction based upon how 
you would say it. If the 
number extends to the 
tenths place, it will be a 
fraction with 10 as the 
denominator. If it extends 
to the hundredths place, 
it will be a fraction with 
100 as the denominator, 
and so on.

Example :

7
8
= 8 7.000

−64
    60
  −56
     40
   −40
       0

0.875

0.46 = " fourty six hundredths"
46

100
= 23

50

0.6 = "six tenths"
6

10
= 3

5
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EXPRESSIONS AND 
EQUATIONS

©2017 Lindsay Perro. All rights reserved.       www.beyondtheworksheet.com

		 	x 	

Properties :
• Associative Property

o (a + b) + c = a + (b + c)
o (a � b) � c = a � (b � c) 

• Commutative Property
o a + b + c = a + b + c
o a � b � c = a � b � c

• Distributive Property
o a � (b + c) = a � b + a � c

• Identity Property
o and 

• Inverse Property
o and 

Adding, Subtracting, Factoring and Expanding :
• Adding & Subtracting Expressions : 
• Horizontal Method : Distribute the addition or subtraction sign to all terms 

in the second set of parentheses. Combine like terms and simplify 
• Vertical Method : Write the expressions vertically and line up the terms with 

variables and the constants. Add or subtract.

• Factoring Expressions : 
• Factoring is breaking a number or expression into numbers or expressions 

that can be multiplied together to get the original number or expression. 
• To factor 2y + 8 you would pull a 2 out of each term, resulting in 2(y + 4).

• Expanding Expressions :
• The opposite of factoring is expanding.
• Expanding is when you write an equivalent expression that does not 

contain parenthesis.
• For example: Expand 3(2y + 6) = 6y + 18.

a i1= a

a i 1
a
= 1

a + 0 = a

a + −a = 0

Writing Expressions & Equations
1. Determine if you will be writing an 

expression or equation. 

2. Identify the operation(s). 

3. Define your variable.

4. Write the expression or equation. 

Solving Equations
Step 1: Isolate the variable and coefficient.
Step 2: Eliminate the constant using inverse 

operations.
Step 3: Isolate the variable.
Step 4: Eliminate the coefficient using inverse 

operations.
Step 5: Check your answer.
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ADDING AND SUBTRACTING 
EXPRESSIONS

©2017 Lindsay Perro. All rights reserved.       www.beyondtheworksheet.com

		 	x 	

Adding Expressions
The Steps :
• Horizontal Method : 

Distribute the addition 
sign to all terms in the 
second set of 
parentheses. 
Combine like terms 
and simplify 

• Vertical Method : 
Write the expressions 
vertically and line up 
the terms with 
variables and the 
constants. Add.

Subtracting Expressions
The Steps :
• Horizontal Method : 

Distribute the 
subtraction sign to all 
terms in the second 
set of parentheses. 
Combine like terms 
and simplify 

• Vertical Method : 
Write the expressions 
vertically and line up 
the terms with 
variables and the 
constants. Subtract.

Horizontal Example :

Vertical Example :

Horizontal Example :

Vertical Example :

(3x + 4y − 9)+ (10 + 3x)
3x + 4y − 9 +10 + 3x

(3x + 3x)+ (4y)+ (−9 +10)
6x + 4y +1

(3x + 4y − 9)+ (10 + 3x)
          3x − 9 + 4y
       +3x +10
6x +1+ 4y = 6x + 4y +1

(3x + 4y − 9)− (10 + 3x)
3x + 4y − 9 −10 − 3x

(3x − 3x)+ (4y)+ (−9 −10)
4y −19

(3x + 4y − 9)− (10 + 3x)
      3x − 9 + 4y
    −3x −10
−19 + 4y = 4y −19
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SOLVING EQUATIONS
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Solving Two-Step Equations :
Step 1: Isolate the variable and coefficient.
Step 2: Eliminate the constant using inverse operations.
Step 3: Isolate the variable.
Step 4: Eliminate the coefficient using inverse operations.
Step 5: Check your answer.

Eliminate the constant 

Example : 

Basic 
Two-Step 
Equation

		

−4x +2=18
							−2			−2
						−4x =16
					−4				−4
								x = −4

Eliminate the constant. 

Eliminate the coefficient.

Example : 
Fractional 

Coefficient

		 

3
4 x +2=8
							−2			−2
						 34 x =6
					 i 43 				 i 43
	x = 6

1 i 43 =
24
3 =8

Eliminate the constant. 

Eliminate the coefficient.
Remember your fraction
rules!

Example : 

Multi Step 
Equation

		

3(2x −4)=24
		6x −12=24
						+12	+12
										6x =36
										6							6
												x =6

Eliminate the constant. 

Eliminate the coefficient.

Simplify the variable 
side of the equation.
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		 	x 	

Writing Inequalities :

Graphing Solutions to Inequalities :
• Greater than or equal to : 

• Less than or equal to : 

• Greater than : 

• Less than : 

Solving Inequalities
1. Isolate the variable and coefficient. 
2. Use inverse operations to eliminate 

the constant. 
3. Isolate the variable. 
4. Use inverse operations to eliminate 

the coefficient. 
5. Check your answer.

Flip Flop Inequalities
• Variable on the Right Flip Flop
• The variable should always be on 

the left side of the inequality symbol.
• If the variable is on the other side, 

you must flip the direction of the 
inequality symbol when you flop the 
variable to the other side.  

• Negative Coefficient Flip Flop
• A coefficient is the number being 

multiplied or divided with the 
variable.
• If the coefficient of the variable is 

negative, you must flip the inequality 
symbol when you multiply or divide 
both sides of the inequality by the 
negative coefficient. 

From a graph :
1. Identify the inequality 

symbol by looking at 
the dot and the 
direction of the arrow. 

2. The variable goes on 
the side of the circle 
that has the arrow.

3. Write your inequality. 
Check it by substituting 
the answer back into 
the original inequality 
and solving. 

From Descriptions : 
1. Identify the key words 

that let you know which 
inequality symbol you 
will be using. 

2. Identify the 
operation(s). 

3. Define your variable.
4. Write the inequality. 
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PROPORTIONS, RATES, 
RATIOS & PERCENTS
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		 	x 	

Solving Proportions
• Read to understand what 

you need to find.
• Determine what you know. 
• Set up a proportion.
• Solve the proportion. 
• Check your answer.

Solving with Equations
• Cross multiply and set each 

product 
equal to one another. 

• Divide both sides by the 
coefficient.

Finding Unit Rate
From tables : 
1. Find the value of 1 in the left 

column. The number in the 
column to the right of the 1 is 
the unit rate.

2. If there is no 1 in the table, set up 
a proportion using another pair 
in the table and a variable over 
1 and solve. 

From graphs :  
1. Find the point (1, x) on the line. 

This point is the unit rate.
2. If you can not clearly identify 

the coordinates of point (1, x) on 
the line, set up a proportion 
using another point on the line 
and a variable over 1 and solve

From equations : 
1. In an equation, the coefficient 

of the variable (the number 
being multiplied by  the 
variable) is the unit rate. 

• For example, y = 2x is 
telling us that y changes 
by 2 for each x. 

In the real world : 
1. Write the information you have 

been given as a ratio. 
2. Either divide the numerator by 

the denominator or set up a 
proportion with the ratio equal 
to   and solve.

Discounts, Taxes & Tips
1. Find the amount of the discount, tax or 

tip by rewriting the percent as a 

decimal and multiplying by the original 

number.

2. Add or subtract the dollar amount of 

the discount/tax/tip from or to the 

original number. 

x
1

Simple Interest 

		I =Prt
Percent Change

		 
New−Original
Original

i100
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GEOMETRY
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Angle Relationships
Ø Adjacent Angles : Angles that share 

a side. 
Ø Complementary Angles : Angles that 

share a side and have a sum of 90o.
Ø Supplementary Angles : Angles that 

share a side and have a sum of 180o.
Ø Vertical Angles : Angles that share a 

vertex, but not a side. 
Ø Parallel Lines : Two lines in a plane 

that never cross. 
Ø Perpendicular Lines : Two lines in a 

plane that form a 90o angle at their 
intersection.

Constructing Triangles
Ø From side lengths : 

1. Verify that the side lengths will create a triangle.
2. Using your ruler, draw a line segment the length of one of the given sides. 
3. Set the width of your compass equal to another side length. 
4. Place the tip of the compass on one of the end points of the segment you drew and draw an arc above the 

line segment. 
5. Set the width of your compass equal to the third and final side length.
6. Place the tip of the compass on the other end point of the segment you draw and draw another arc above 

the line segment.
7. Place a point at the intersection of the arcs.
8. Use your ruler or protractor straight edge to connect this point with each end point of the original line 

segment. 

Ø From angle measurements :  
1. Verify that the angle measurements will create a triangle (the sum is = 180o).
2. Draw a straight line on your paper that is at least the length of half the base of your protractor.
3. Use your protractor to draw one of the angles at one end of the line. 
4. Use your protractor to draw the second angle anywhere else on the line. 
5. The point where they cross at the top of the triangle should be the third given measurement. 

Ø From two sides and an angle :  
1. Use a ruler to create a line segment where you want the base of your triangle to be. 
2. Construct an angle with the given measurement. 
3. Using your ruler, measure one of the given side lengths on the bottom arm of the angle. Mark off the length. 
4. Using your ruler, measure the second given side length on the top arm of the angle. Mark off the length. 
5. Use your ruler to connect the two marks you made on either arm. 

Ø From two angles and a side :  
1. Use your ruler to measure out a line segment that is equal to the given side length. 
2. Set your protractor up on one end of segment and create an angle that is equal to the first given angle 

measurement. 
3. Set your protractor up on the other end of the segment and create an angle that is equal to the second 

given angle measurement. 
4. Place a point where the two lines created from the angle measurements cross.

C = πd

C = 2πr

A = πr2
Circles

Ø Area :

Ø Circumference :

OR
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Measures of Variability Measures of Center

Random Samples Visual Overlap
A random sample is one that 
provides everyone in the 
population with an equal chance 
of being selected. It also eliminates 
any opportunities for bias. Biased 
samples occur when only one 
group of people are selected to 
answer a question. For example, if 
you only ask soccer players if they 
like soccer, you may end up with a 
bias result. 

Results from samples can be used 
to make predictions about entire 
populations by setting up and 
solving proportions. 

• Range : The difference between 
the highest and lowest numbers in a 
set of data. 

• Median : The middle number in a 
set of data when all numbers are 
arranged numerically.

• Upper Quartile : The median of the 
upper half of a set of data. 

• Lower Quartile : The median of the 
lower half of a set of data. 

• Interquartile Range : The range of 
the middle half of a set of data. 

• Outlier : A number in a set of data 
that is either much greater or 
smaller than the median.

• To calculate an outlier -
Multiply the interquartile 
range by 1.5. Add the 
product to the upper quartile 
and subtract it from the lower 
quartile. If any data points 
are outside this range, they 
are considered outliers. 

• Mean : The average number in 
a set of data. 

• Find the sum of all values 
in the set of data. Divide 
by the total number of 
values. 

• Median : The middle value of a 
set of data when numbers are 
written in numerical order.

• Arrange numbers in order 
from least to greatest. 
Identify the number in the 
middle. If there are two 
numbers, take the 
average of the two.

• Mode : The value that occurs 
most often in a set of data. 

• Range : The difference between 
the smallest and largest values 
in a set of data. 

• Subtract the smallest 
value from the largest.

Overlap can be strong, weak or not 
existent. 

The steps for calculating mean absolute 
deviation are : 
1. Put the data set in numerical order. 
2. Find the mean of the data set. 
3. Make a table that shows how far 

each value is from the mean (this is 
called the mean absolute deviation.)

4. Find the sum of the absolute values of 
the deviations.

5. Divide the sum by the number of 
values in the data set.
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Mean :
Mean - To find the mean you first find the 
sum of all pieces of data and then 
divide the sum by the number of pieces 
of data. 

The sum of the plant heights is 205. 
11 plants were measured. The mean is 
205 ÷ 11 = 18.64 inches.

Median :
Median - To find the median you first 
put the numbers in numerical order and 
then find the digit in the middle. If there 
are two numbers in the middle, add the 
numbers and divide by two.

The plant heights in order from least to 
greatest are : 

12, 13, 15, 18, 18, 19, 20, 22, 22, 23, 23

The median height is 19.

Range :
Range – To find the range you first find 
the highest and lowest number in the 
set. Then, subtract the lowest from the 
highest.

The maximum height is 23 inches and 
the minimum is 12 inches. The range of 
plant heights is 23 – 12 = 11 inches.

Interquartile Range :
Interquartile Range – To find the IQR you 
subtract the 1st quartile from the 3rd

quartile.

Q3 is 22 and Q1 is 15. The interquartile 
range is 22 – 15 = 7 inches.

Quartiles :
A numerical set of data has four 
quartiles. Quartile 1, Quartile 2 
(Median), Quartile 3 and Quartile 4 
(Maximum). Quartile 1 is the median of 
the first half of the data and Quartile 3 
is the median of the second half of the 
data. 

12, 13, 15, 18, 18, 19, 20, 22, 22, 23, 23

Data : For all examples on this page, the following plant heights (in inches).

13, 15, 18, 22, 23, 19, 20, 18, 12, 22, 23

Minimum Median Maximum
Q1 = 15 Q3 = 22

Mode :
Mode - The value that occurs most often 
in a set of data. There can be no mode, 
one mode or more than one mode.

There are three modes for the plant 
data. 18, 22 and 23 occur twice, so all 
three would be the mode. 

Outliers :
Outliers - Multiply the IQR by 1.5. Add the 
product to the upper quartile and 
subtract it from the lower quartile. 

7 x 1.5 = 10.5. 
The outlier range is 4.5 – 25.5
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Expressing Probability 
• Probability is the likelihood that an even 

will happen.
• Probability is the ratio of the number of 

ways an event can occur to the number 
of possible outcomes.

• Probability can be expressed as a 
fraction, decimal or percent.

• Impossible : 0% chance of occurring.
• Unlikely :  Up to a 50% chance of 

occurring. 
• Equally Likely : 50% chance of occurring.
• Likely : Between 50 and 99% chance of 

occurring.
• Certain : 100% chance of occurring.

Simulations 
• A simulation is an experiment used 

to replicate the probability of an 
event happening or not happening.

• Simulations need to be carried out 
enough times to get a good sample 
and should mimic the real life event 
in terms of the number of outcomes 
and the likelihood of each outcome 
occurring or not occurring.  

Compound Probability

Simple Probability
Number of Outcomes :
1. Identify the total possible number of 

outcomes for each event. 
2. Add or multiply the number of outcomes for 

each event to find the total number of 
outcomes. 

Calculating Probability ~ The Steps :
1. Calculate the total number of outcomes.
2. Calculate the number of outcomes for one 

event.
3. Write a fraction with the event outcomes as 

the numerator and the total number of 
outcomes as the denominator. 

4. Express the probability as a simplified fraction, 
decimal or percent.

Making Predictions ~ The Steps : 
1. Write the theoretical probability as a fraction 

in simplest form. 
2. Multiply the fraction by the number of trials. 
3. Simplify if necessary. 

Experimental vs. Theoretical : 
• Experimental Probability : Probability 

determined by the results of an experiment.
• Theoretical Probability : The mathematical 

probability of an event occurring or not 
occurring.

• Compound Event – An event that 
consists of two or more simple events.
• Mutually Exclusive Event – Two events 

that cannot occur at the same time 
and have no common outcomes.
• Overlapping Events – Two or more 

events that have at least one common 
outcome.
• Independent Events – Events where the 

outcome of one event does not have 
an effect on the other. 
• Dependent Events – Events where the 

outcome of one event does have an 
effect on the other.
• Tree Diagrams – A visual way to show 

all possible outcomes for a compound 
situation. 
• “And” events = multiply the two 

probabilities. 
• “What is the probability of spinning 

a four and flipping a coin that 
lands on heads?” 

• “Or” events = add the two probabilities.
• “What is the probability of spinning 

a four or a two?”



Dear Parents & Students: 

 

Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 

with any questions you or your child might have regarding various assignments. 

 

Please bear in mind that these assignments will not be graded, nor will they count against your 

child in any way. This is merely a way for your child to review different skills that he or she may 

need extra help with.  

 

You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 

SchoolStatus or Remind.  We will provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. via 

Google Classroom. There will also be packets mailed to you if you requested paper copies of 

work due to the lack of computer access. 

 

Starting Monday, March 30th we will be available the following office hours to answer any 

questions.  

● Monday-Friday: 8:00am-3:00pm  

 

During this time we will be available to parents via School Status, Google Classroom, and or 

email for parents and/or students who are struggling with the current assignments, or who have 

general questions regarding the work.  

 

Any time you wish to contact us, please feel free to email us at: 

Carla Brooks - cobrooks@tupeloschools.com 

Jerrett Chunn - jfchunn@tupeloschools.com  

Alaina Brown - abbrown@tupeloschools.com  

Kimberly Hardy - kahardy@tupeloschools.com  

Christian Thomas - cbthomas@tupeloschools.com  

Chanda Maguigan - clmaguigan@tupeloschools.com  

Katie Dancy -  kcdancy@tupeloschools.com  

Maggie Clark - mwclark@tupeloschools.com 

  

We will also be communicating through Remind.  If you haven’t signed up for this service, 

please sign up now.  

Carla Brooks - Advanced @47kffe and General @brooksgen 

Jerett Chunn - Advanced @chunnsa and General @chunnsg 

Alaina Brown - Advanced: @brown-adv and General: genbrown 

Kimberly Hardy - @mshardy7t 

 

Thank you, in advance, for your support and patience during this trying time. 

 

Sincerely, 

7th grade ELA teachers 

mailto:cobrooks@tupeloschools.com
mailto:jfchunn@tupeloschools.com
mailto:abbrown@tupeloschools.com
mailto:kahardy@tupeloschools.com
mailto:cbthomas@tupeloschools.com
mailto:clmaguigan@tupeloschools.com
mailto:kcdancy@tupeloschools.com
mailto:mwclark@tupeloschools.com


7th Grade English 
March 30 - April 17  

 

  Monday 

March 30  

Tuesday 

March 31 

Wednesday 

April 1 

Thursday,  

April 2 

Friday,  

April 3 

English 

 

Note: 

You can 

work on 

Gumtree 

anytime. 

Commonlit.org 

An Overview of 

the Great 

Depression 

 

 

Writing: 

Paying College 

Athletes 

 Unit 1 Trail of 

Tears 

Read, take notes, 

answer questions, 

and write your 

summary and 

reflection. 

 IReady ToolBox 

Determining Point of 

view 

 

 

 

Writing: 

Thank You M’am 

 Commonlit.org 

They’re made out of 

Meat 

 

Cold Read: 

Everyday Mysteries 

 NewsELA 

Coronavirus 

Read the  article 

taking notes using a 

TBox then answer 

quiz questions.  

 

Writing: Write a 

personal account of 

how you feel about 

being away from 

school because of 

Coronavirus, 

 

  

  Monday,  

April 6 

Tuesday,  

April 7 

Wednesday, 

April 8 

Thursday,  

April 9 

Friday,  

April 10 

English IReady ToolBox 

Analyzing Point of 

View  

 

Writing: 

Comic Strip - Use 

any of the articles 

provided. 

 Commonlit.org 

The Road Not Taken 

 

Writing: Searching 

for Survivors 

 Unit 2 The Last 

Dodo  

Read, take notes, 

answer questions, 

and write your 

summary and 

reflection. 

 

 NewsELA 

Tough Times 

Read the  article 

taking notes using a 

TBox then answer 

quiz questions.  

Commonlit.org  

Genetically Modified 

Salmon: Food or 

'Frankenfish'? 

 

Writing: One-Pager 

on any article 

 

  

  Monday,  

April 13 

Tuesday,  

April 14 

Wednesday, 

April 15 

Thursday,  

April 16 

Friday,  

April 17 

English IReady Tool Box  

Central Idea and 

Theme  

 

Writing: 

Music Integrated   

 Commonlit.org 

Casey At The Bat  

Or Army Code 

Talkers.  

 

Writing: Alexander 

Graham Bell 

 IReady ToolBox 

Analyzing word 

meaning and Using 

context clues.  

 

Cold Read: Picky 

Eaters 

 Unit 3 Pandora’s 

Box 

Read, take notes, 

answer questions, 

and write your 

summary and 

reflection. 

Note: This is 

different from the 

commonlit 

assignment. 

 IReady ToolBox  

Determining Word 

Meaning.  

 

Cold Read: How 

Rap became a 

Mainstream 

 



Gum Tree Celebration of Writing Contest 
Registration Form   (K-8) 

Name of Student ______________________________  Grade _______________ 

Sex: _______ M  ________ F  Phone number  ____________________ 

School  ___________________________________________________________ 

Name of Teacher ___________________________________________________ 

Title of Work: ______________________________________________________ 

Type :    Poem         Narrative/Essay 

Number of words:  ______________  (500 limit) 

I certify that the work submitted by this student is solely that of the student and is, 
therefore, eligible for the Gum Tree Celebration of Writing Contest. 

  Signature of Teacher ________________________________________________ 

I certify that my entry in the Gum Tree Celebration of Writing Contest is my own 
work, and is not taken from or based upon any writing by any author famous 
or unknown, student or adult – or from any published or unpublished source 
such as a book, magazine, literary anthology, or the like.   

  Signature of Student  _______________________________________________ 

2020 Gum Tree Celebration of Writing Contest   

This information is essential for notifying 
winners.  
Parent Name ___________________ 

Mailing Address ________________ 
Town      Zip Code 
______________________________ 
Email _________________________



 Once again the Gum Tree Festival will be celebrating writing as an art form.  Consequently, the 
Gum Tree Celebration of Writing Contest will be an official event of the 2020 Festival.  Rules and impor-
tant dates are listed below.  

OFFICIAL RULES: 
1. The contest is open to students in Tupelo or Lee County currently enrolled in grades K-8. 
2. Acceptable format of entries: 

• Must be handwritten on paper appropriate for grade level or prepared on a word proces-
sor, one side of paper only. 

• Maximum limit of 500 words 
• Each entry must be the original work of the student alone, created during the current 

school year, and must not have been previously published or submitted to another con-
test. 

• Entries should not be bound or laminated and should not include cover of filler sheets. 
• Each entry must have as its first page an official registration form.   
• This form should be stapled to the entry.   
• NO NAME should appear on the entry itself.  Entries with names will be 

disqualified. 
• Work is not taken from or based upon any writing by any author fa-

mous or unknown, student or adult – or from any published or unpub-
lished source such as a book, magazine, literary anthology, or the like.   

Deadline: April 1, 2020 (Buildings may collect earlier to get them in on time.) 

Categories of writing: Poetry, Narrative/Essay 

Judging:  Entries will be judged on literary merit and usage/grammar appropriate to grade level.  The 
work is not to be taken from or based upon any writing by any author famous or unknown, student or 
adult – or from any published or unpublished source such as book, magazine, literary anthology, or the 
like.  Both the Tupelo Public Schools and the Lee County Schools will provide judges for the contest.   

Announcement of Winners:  Saturday, May 9, 2020 
 Awards will be presented around 10:00 a.m. at the Gum Tree Festival on Saturday, May 9, 2020. 
A letter will be sent to each winner with details about the award ceremony.  

IMPORTANT DATES: 

 April 1, 2020 – Entries Due to Contest Coordinator at Lawhon Elementary School for judging 

 May 9, 2020 – Presentation of Awards     Saturday Morning   10:00 a.m. 

PRIZES: 

 $10.00 cash for the first place K-6 winner in each category    (Grades 7-12   $25.00) 
 $ 8.00 cash for the second place K-6 winner in each category  (Grades 7-12   $15.00) 
 $ 5.00 cash for the third place K-6 winner in each category  (Grades 7-12   $10.00) 

 



Name: Class:

"Huts and unemployed in West Houston and Mercer St. by
Berenice Abbott in Manhattan in 1935" by Berenice Abbott is in
the public domain.

An Overview of the Great Depression
By Jessica McBirney

2017

From 1929 to 1939, America experienced the Great Depression: the worst economic downturn in its history.
In this informational text, Jessica McBirney explores the causes and effects of the Great Depression, as well
as how America’s economy began to recover. As you read, take notes on the causes and effects of the Great
Depression.

On a fateful Tuesday in October 1929, American
citizens experienced the beginning of the worst
economic disaster in the country’s history. The
day marked the beginning of the Great
Depression, a severe1 economic crisis that lasted
for more than ten years and hurt millions of
people around the country.

Why Did it Happen?

The Great Depression had many causes. In fact,
economists still debate over all the factors that
led to the crisis. The following are some of the
most important causes:

The Stock Market

Maybe you have heard your parents or news commentators talk about the stock market. Essentially, it
is where people can buy stocks, or very small pieces, of big companies like Walmart or Facebook. If the
company makes money, the stock-holder gets also gets a small profit. Investing in a stock is like taking
a gamble, because the company could earn a lot of money, or it could lose money.

In the years before 1929 the stock market was an extremely popular way for everyday people to earn
some extra money. Because of this, the prices of stocks kept getting higher and higher. By 1929, many
prices were much higher than the actual values of companies.

Some people started getting skeptical. Prices could not keep going up forever. So they started selling
their stocks while they were still at high prices. More and more people started catching on, until
everyone was scrambling to sell their stocks at once. There was no one left to buy all these available
stocks, so the prices dropped steeply.

This caused what is known as a stock market crash. In just one day, on October 29, 1929, the whole
stock market lost over $14 billion.

[1]

[5]

1. Severe (adjective): very great, intense, or harsh

1
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Bank Failures

During the popularity of the stock market, most banks had very few rules about loaning out money.
They would loan money to customers so those customers could go use it to buy more stocks.

When the stock market lost so much money, suddenly all those customers had no way to pay back
their loans. But when people heard about the crash, they started to panic and wanted to pull the
money out of their savings accounts just to keep it safe.

With no money back from all the loans they had given out, the banks did not have enough money
supply to also pay out everything from everyone’s savings. The bank failures rippled throughout the
nation, causing even more economic problems and panic for average Americans.

The Dust Bowl

A record-setting drought hit the middle states, especially Oklahoma, around the same time. The timing
could not have been worse. Farmers, who usually remained stable during economic uncertainty
because they could at least grow their own food, were suddenly in just as much trouble as the rest of
the country.

The drought brought hot, dry winds sweeping across the plains, blowing huge clouds of dust across the
plains and into many peoples’ houses and lungs. Families could not stay in the area. They packed up
and left the Great Plains,2 heading west to places like California to find work. Unfortunately, other
states already had their own unemployment problems; there were not enough jobs for the
newcomers.

Effects of the Depression

At the beginning of the financial problems few people predicted the crisis would last over a decade. But
the problems were more extensive and much deeper than analysts realized at first.

One of the most important effects of the Great Depression was unemployment. At its peak in 1933
around 25% of adults were unemployed — this means 1 in 4 adults did not have jobs.

Without steady income, many families were forced out of their homes. Some found other family
members to live with, while others had to take to the streets. Some people moved into small shanty3

towns called Hoovervilles, named after the president at the time Herbert Hoover. These people often
had to rely on charity soup kitchens to get enough food to eat.

Political Interventions

In 1932, near the worst of the Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected. He immediately
started working to fix the problems. The set of policies and government programs he instituted are
known as the New Deal.4

[10]

[15]

2. the grassland prairie region of North America
3. A “shanty” is a small, crudely built shack.

2



To address the banking issues, he temporarily closed all banks to give them a chance to restructure
themselves. He set guidelines for future bank operations. He also made more rules for how investors
on the stock market could buy and sell stocks more responsibly.

To help families affected by unemployment, he created many employment programs. Groups like the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPA) used government funds to
pay young men for services like building roads and cleaning parks. This gave families some money to
start buying necessities again.

President Roosevelt started dozens of programs during his time in the White House. Not all of them
were successful, and a few were even deemed unconstitutional, but many did have positive results.

Culture Amid Crisis

Even though Americans faced one of the greatest challenges in our nation’s history during the 1930s,
they were able to produce art and entertainment to raise everyone’s spirits.

Radio became a central aspect of many people’s home lives. They could listen for free to comedy
shows like Amos ‘n’ Andy and The Jack Benny Show. President Roosevelt also made regular speeches on
the radio, known as his fireside chats, to reassure the American people and explain his newest New
Deal policies.

Movies continued to grow in popularity. Many movies featured tough gangsters and witty city-dwellers
with exciting plots. Viewers could escape into this world for a few hours any time they watched a
movie.

Music portrayed a more complex, and for many people more relatable, view of society during the
Great Depression. Some songs recalled the better days of the 1920s when the country was happy. The
mid 1930s introduced swing music and the big band genre, full of upbeat and exciting melodies. The
dancing that accompanied it was fast paced. But other artists, like Bing Crosby, did not shy away from
writing music that reflected the hard times. His song “Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” became
popular.

Recovery

Even though the worst of the Great Depression came in 1933, its negative effects and high
unemployment continued throughout the 1930s.

When the United States entered World War II in 1941, things began to change. The military needed
new equipment and supplies, so thousands of new manufacturing jobs opened to support the war
effort. This cut down on the still-soaring unemployment rates. Living standards still remained relatively
low, because so many factories built war materials instead of everyday goods for households. Still,
Americans began to regain their sense of hope for the future. After the war ended, their hopes were
realized as living standards rose and economic prosperity spread across the country.

[20]

4. a series of programs that were enacted between 1933 and 1938 in the United states as a response to the Great
Depression
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“An Overview of the Great Depression” by Jessica McBirney. Copyright © 2017 by CommonLit, Inc. This text is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

The Great Depression lives on through famous literature like John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of
Wrath,5 published in 1939. But the Great Depression’s legacy may best be seen in the Social Security
Act, which was passed by Congress in 1935. Since then the government has provided Americans with
pensions6 for the retired, as well as assistance to the unemployed and those with disabilities.

[25]

5. a novel about the hardships of an American farm family in the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression
6. a regular payment made during a person’s retirement from an investment fund to which that person or their

employer has contributed during their working life
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following identifies the central idea of the text?
A. The Great Depression was a very difficult time for America, and the government

took action to help the economy recover.
B. The Great Depression could have easily been avoided if Americans had been

more informed on how the stock market and banks operated.
C. The Great Depression could not have been prevented, as the previous decades

had experienced nothing but growth.
D. The Great Depression was a horrible economic time for America, but the

government’s violation of citizens’ rights while helping the economy recover was
much worse.

2. PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Because of this, the prices of stocks kept getting higher and higher. By 1929,

many prices were much higher than the actual values of companies.” (Paragraph
4)

B. “In 1932, near the worst of the Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was
elected. He immediately started working to fix the problems. The set of policies
and government programs he instituted are known as the New Deal.”
(Paragraph 15)

C. “Music portrayed a more complex, and for many people more relatable, view of
society during the Great Depression. Some songs recalled the better days of the
1920s when the country was happy.” (Paragraph 22)

D. “Even though the worst of the Great Depression came in 1933, its negative
effects and high unemployment continued throughout the 1930s.” (Paragraph
23)

3. How does the section regarding entertainment in America contribute to the development of
ideas in the text?

A. It shows how hard the Great Depression was on all businesses.
B. It emphasizes how the Great Depression affected all aspects of life.
C. It proves Americans were unable to afford even basic necessities.
D. It shows how the entertainment industry used the Great Depression to their

advantage.

4. How did President Roosevelt influence the recovery from the Great Depression?
A. He pumped money into the economy to inflate it.
B. He encouraged women to join the workforce.
C. He allowed the economy to recover on its own.
D. He created programs that helped citizens find work.

5



5. How does the description of the government’s intervention in the Great Depression
contribute to the development of ideas in the text?

6



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Do you think that President Roosevelt’s policies were the right choices to help America?
What else should he have done, or not done, to help America? Explain your opinion.

2. In the context of the text, how has America changed over time? Cite evidence from this text,
your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

3. In the context of the text, does money buy happiness? To what extent do you believe
America was a completely unhappy place during the Great Depression?

7



Directions: Read both sections of the article “Should College Athletes be paid?”  Write an 

essay answering the questions, should college athletes be paid for playing a sport? Use 

concrete details and relevant evidence to support your claims. (Use your outline to assist 

you as needed)

CON: Paying college athletes would cause more 

problems

A college basketball commission headed by former Secretary of State Condoleezza 

Rice, in its recent report, made several overdue recommendations aimed at dealing

with the sport's problems. However, wisely, it stopped short of suggesting that 

players be paid.

The 14-member commission largely kept intact the amateur rule of the National 

Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA). The members reaffirmed the idea that 

while compensating players might sound attractive in this era of huge professional 

contracts, it would only lead to more problems down the road.

The commission's focus was on basketball, but its findings could apply to college 

football as well. The report has been criticized by some, but it is at least a sincere 

effort to improve the troubled landscape of college athletics.

Few would deny that money is playing too large a role in college sports today. Yet 

it's difficult to see how the situation could be made better by introducing even 

more money by paying players. 

It's not as though today's scholarship athlete is not getting something for his or her

services, as a year at college today can be worth $50,000 or more. 

TV Revenue Helps Other College Programs

Much of the current call for athlete compensation has sprung from the popularity 



of college football and basketball on television, and the revenues these sports 

produce. However, most of that revenue goes back to the universities where it's 

used to support a list of sports and academic pursuits.

Yes, the football or basketball coach is well paid at many major universities. Yet 

everything from the campus library to the chemistry department to classroom 

construction benefits from the money made by the sport. In effect, televised 

college sports are a product, and that product is in wide demand today.

The Rice commission made many recommendations, but three stand out:

— The NBA needs to enable elite players to enter its pro draft out of high school. 

The current rule requires players to be 19 years old or a year out of high school, 

and has made college programs like Kentucky and Duke a one-year stopover for 

players on their way to the NBA.

— The NCAA should create an independent investigative arm for handling major 

rule-breaking cases. For too long the NCAA has been slow and basically toothless 

in its judgments. That needs to stop.

— Make the punishments severe enough to discourage cheating. 

The commission was formed after claims by federal prosecutors last year of bribes 

going to the families of top high school players to sign with college programs. 

The NCAA has a long history of moving slowly, but it's a start.

The commission affirmed the values of amateur play and an education for the 

nearly 99 percent of college basketball players who don't go on to the NBA.

PRO: College athletes should be justly 

compensated for their hard work

College athletics are a profitable entertainment business and too many athletes 



sweating and producing for the industry are underpaid.

The system needs to change, and an appropriate compensation arrangement 

should be enacted.

Under the pretense of amateurism, student-athletes work long hours each day. 

They work what is often the equivalent of a full-time job on top of trying to 

successfully navigate college.

Now, it is true that the vast majority of the 450,000-plus college athletes are not 

money-makers for their institutions or the accompanying industry.

The compensation that they receive in the form of continued pursuit of their 

passions and in help with getting a degree should be the shining example of a 

successful system.

Football And Basketball Are Big Money-makers

Those success stories are harder to find when taking a closer look at the two big 

money-making sports, football and basketball.

In these sports, even by the NCAA's own incomplete methodology, the student 

aspect of the athlete's work falls short of that of their peers in other college sports.

It is in these two sports that the profits and power lead to a host of problems for 

athletes and their families. Hundreds of millions of dollars flow to universities, 

coaches and sports agents, among others, and that wealth is produced by the 

athletes.

Improper recruiting is common and is centered on money. The need for money 

among many hopeful college athletes and their families as well as the thirst for 

money among universities drive these violations.

Some aspects of the Rice commission's recommendations might have some positive



impact. Yet the overall effort seemed to simply support the NCAA's position that 

athletes, although treated like employees of a business, should operate under the 

NCAA's definition of amateurism and not receive pay and protections.

The NCAA takes a weak approach to enforcement of such things as recruiting and 

academic violations.

Even the "pay" via education provided many top athletes can often not add up to 

meaningful compensation. Universities shuffle their money-making athletes 

through light course loads, leading to meaningless degrees.

It's Past Time Athletes Got Paid

It is past time for change to come.

The NCAA should continue and accelerate efforts to make the academic portion of 

athlete compensation whole.

Positive recommendations from the Rice report include establishing a fund to pay 

for degree completion for athletes who depart college. Another idea is allowing 

those who are unsuccessful in getting drafted to re-enter school. 

Athletes whose skill has value through the sale of their image should have the 

same right to profit from that skill as the universities, the NCAA and the entire 

sports industry does.

The sooner the NCAA closes the cracks in the academic compensation and 

rightfully shares the value of top athletes with the athletes themselves, the better 

for all involved.

Directions: Read both sections of the article “Should College Athletes be paid?”  Write an 

essay answering the questions, should college athletes be paid for playing a sport? Use 



concrete details and relevant evidence to support your claims. (Use your outline to assist 

you as needed)



Word List:  abate, acknowledge, agent, authority, devastate, epidemic, estimate, evict, 
impartial, industrious, infuriate, irrelevant, precise, sham, trek

Part 1:  Read the article closely - (3 times) one time straight through, one time for vocabulary 
and context clues and another time to take other notes.  You are to take notes (T Box 
method) on the following:  vocabulary and context clues, central idea and how the central 
idea is developed, text structure for each paragraph, author’s purpose, and how the author 
refines (develops or explains) key ideas or concepts.  

The Trail of Tears

The original inhabitants of what is now Kentucky and Tennessee were an industrious 
people who lived mainly by hunting and farming.  They were called Cherokees by the 
Europeans who first made contact with them after settling along the East Coast in the early 
1600’s.  These first meetings between European traders and cherokees were friendly but were 
to have devastating consequences for the Native Americans later.  The Europeans brought 
goods for trading, but they also brought smallpox, a disease that had been unknown in North 
America before their arrival.  This disease left the body covered with sores and was often fatal.  
In 1745 a smallpox epidemic struck the Cherokee people and killed more than half the 
population.  And that was the beginning of the Cherokee people’s woes.

The United States government recognized the Cherokee Nation as a separate country 
and acknowledged its right to sign treaties, or legally binding agreements, with other countries. 
In treaty after treaty, the Cherokees gave more and more of their land to the United States 
government in return for the right to evict anyone who settled illegally on the remaining land.  
But settlers ignored these agreements and continued to move onto Cherokee land.  The United 
States government did not even pretend to be impartial in the disputes that arose as a result.  
The appeals of the Cherokee leaders fell on deaf ears, and the theft of their land continued 
unabated.  By 1828, the Cherokee nation was one-tenth the size it had been a hundred years 
earlier.

In 1835, an agent of the United States government persuaded twenty Cherokees to sign
one final treaty.  According to its terms, the Cherokees would get five million dollars for leaving 
the last of their land and moving almost a thousand miles west.  The Cherokee  signers had no 
authority to act for the entire Cherokee Nation, but this fact was brushed aside as irrelevant by
those in the government who wanted the land.  The chief justice of the United States declared 
the agreement a sham.  His opinion infuriated President Andrew Jackson, who replied, “ The 
chief justice has made his decision; now let him enforce it.”

Precisely two years after the signing of the agreement, on the orders of the president, 
two thousand heavily armed United States soldiers arrived and drove the Cherokee families 
from their homes.  Nearly twenty thousand people were forced to trek more than nine hundred 
miles west into what is now Oklahoma.  They went mostly on foot, and it has been estimated 
that about four thousand Native Americans died on the journey, which became known as “the 
trail of tears.”  In a sense, though, the Cherokees had traveled an even longer and even more 
sorrowful trail, a journey in time that began when the unsuspecting Cherokees first greeted the 



Europeans as friends.

Part 2:  Answer each of the following questions in the form of a sentence.  If a question 
does not contain a vocabulary word from the Word List, use one of the words in your 
answers.  Use each word only once.  Questions and answers will then contain all fifteen 
words(or forms of the words).  You must use complete sentences and detailed answers.

1. Why did smallpox kill so many Cherokees in such a short time? 
2. About how many Cherokees died of smallpox in 1745?
3. Did the Cherokees’ repeated appeals to the United States government slow down the 

theft of their land?
4. What is the meaning of agent as it is used in the passage?
5. Why was the Cherokees’ last treaty a sham?
6. Why might we think that the Cherokees were successful farmers?
7. Were those who wanted the Cherokees’ land influenced by the fact that the Cherokee 

signers of the 1835 treaty had acted illegally?
8. What is the meaning of acknowledged as it is used in the passage?
9. Why do you think that President Jackson was infuriated by the chief justice’s opinion?
10. What is the meaning of authority as it is used in the passage?
11. What happened when the Cherokees tried to evict illegal settlers?
12. How should the United States government have behaved in dealing with the disputes 

between the Cherokees and the white settlers?

Part 3: One page reflection( size 12 Times New Roman, Double Spaced or write on lined 
notebook paper)  Last, you will summarize the article.   It should be a reflective analysis not 
just a restating of facts from the article.  In your reflection, you should include how America’s 
history might have been different if the government had honored the Cherokee treaties.  Also 
include at least five of the bolded words in your reflection.
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Part 1: Introduction

Theme: Catastrophes

Look at a photo or a picture of an event, and you can usually figure out the feelings and 
attitudes of the people involved. Actions, body language, and other clues give away each 
person’s point of view about what’s happening. 

Can you figure out the feelings of the people watching the parade in the picture below? 
Circle clues that help you figure out their points of view.

Read the chart below, which provides details that suggest different points of view about 
the parade scene.

Topic Evidence

Positive (+) or
Negative (–)

Attitude Point of View

Parade

The woman is smiling. 
The man in the baseball 
cap is waving a flag.

+
The man and woman are 
excited and happy to be 
watching the parade.

The child is frowning and 
holding his ears. – The child dislikes the 

noise from the parade.

When you’re reading a book or magazine, you must use different clues to help you determine 
the author’s point of view. Notice the content and language choices; they’ll help you infer an 
author’s position on a topic. Also look for clues that reflect an author’s purpose, or main 
reason for writing, and the tone being adopted. Analyze facts an author includes and leaves 
out, the opinions expressed, and word choices. All of these details help reveal the author’s 
point of view—where he or she stands—on a particular topic.

Determining Point of View
Lesson 11 MS CCRS RI.7.6: Determine an author’s 

point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author distinguishes his 
or her position from that of others.
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Genre: Scientific Account

Read the following scientific account about the eruption of Mount St. Helens.

Explore how to answer this question: “What is the author’s point of view about the eruption?”

Point of view is what authors think, feel, or believe about a topic based on their interests and values. 
Complete the chart below to help you determine the author’s point of view.

Topic
Evidence from

the Text

Positive (+) or
Negative (–)

Attitude Author’s Point of View

Eruption of Mount 
St. Helens

It was a disaster, the stuff of 
nightmares –

a horrendous blast

With a partner, take turns rereading the first two paragraphs of the account. Identify all of the 
negative words and phrases used to describe the eruption of Mount St. Helens.

Rising from the Ashes by Lee McLoughlin

 It was a disaster, the stuff of nightmares, and yet it began in broad daylight. On the morning 
of Sunday May 18, 1980, Mount St. Helens erupted with a horrendous blast that blew 1,300 feet 
off the top of the mountain. Within minutes, an ash cloud shot 15 miles into the sky. People 
up to 200 miles away could hear the roar of the volcano. And people as far away as Spokane, 
Washington, 350 miles from the mountain, watched in amazement as ash from the black sky 
turned their world a powdery grey. 

 That morning, Craig Reddinger of Richmond, Washington, was sunbathing with his wife. 
Reddinger witnessed the ash cloud blot out all daylight and, terrified, thought it was the end of 
the world. To some it was. The terrible blast knocked down nearly 150 square miles of forest, 
felling trees like matchsticks. The dreadful eruption lasted 9 hours, but Mt. St. Helens and the 
surrounding wilderness were forever changed within moments.

(continued)
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Show Your Thinking

Continue reading the account about Mount St. Helens. Then answer the 
question that follows. 

Circle the correct answer. 

Which sentence most accurately describes the author’s purpose for writing 
this account?
A The author’s purpose is to persuade readers to agree that the Mount 

St. Helens eruption was a horrible disaster.
B The author’s purpose is to tell the frightening yet exciting story of the 

Mount St. Helens eruption.
C The author’s purpose is to show readers that even this terrifying 

natural disaster has had some benefits.
D The author’s purpose is to convince readers to research the Mount St. 

Helens eruption.

Hint
The different attitudes 
expressed in the account 
support the author’s 
purpose for writing. 
Which answer choice best 
explains why the author 
presents different points 
of view?

 Using text evidence, explain the author’s point of view about the Mount St. Helens eruption.

     

     

 With a partner, discuss the different viewpoints in the account and explain which view is strongest.

 From a scientific perspective, however, the eruption was an 
exciting event. Ecologist Charlie Crisafulli points out that the 
volcanic devastation at Mount St. Helens provides insight into the 
reawakening of ecosystems. “It’s the most thoroughly studied 
large-forest disturbance in the world,” claims Crisafulli.

 The blast zone, once barren and uninhabitable, is gradually 
becoming fertile ground for growing numbers of plant and animal 
life. Like the mythical phoenix, the blast zone is rising from the 
ashes, reborn and very much alive. The spectacular event shocked 
and amazed many. Nature’s ability to heal herself, however, is even 
more awe-inspiring.

Think about the author’s 
point of view on page 104. 
Then circle the phrase 
that signals a shift in 
attitude in this part of the 
account. Think about why 
the author may have 
made this kind of shift.

Close Reading (continued from page 104)
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Genre: Editorial

One way to identify an 
author’s point of view 
is to find words or 
phrases in the text that 
communicate a strong 
opinion or feeling. I will 
look for describing words 
that give me clues about 
the author’s opinions.

Read the editorial below about the Gulf Oil Spill. Then answer the questions that follow.

The BP Oil Spill by Kate Jackson

1  In April of 2010, a British Petroleum oil rig exploded. The blast 
caused a horrific oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Known to many 
as the “Disaster in the Gulf,” this tragic event killed not only 
workers, but innocent wildlife as well. It also assaulted the 
environment. BP knew an event like this was possible, but the 
reckless company refused to take the threat seriously.

2  Months before the explosion, BP’s David Rainey had assured 
members of the U.S. Senate that deep-water oil drilling was safe. 
Rainey had also remarked that drilling had “been going on for 
the last 50 years . . . in a way that is both safe and protective of 
the environment.”

3  The spill leaked millions of barrels of oil into the ocean. It then 
took five months for the company to seal the underwater well 
properly. Doug Suttles, a BP executive, claimed that the company 
worked “around the clock to stop the flow of oil, protect the 
shore, clean up the damage, and restore the Gulf Coast. We also 
want to ensure that a tragedy like this never happens again.”

4  Those five months took a terrible toll on beaches, animals, and 
the fishing industry. Although the words of Suttles sounded 
noble, BP did not act quickly or thoughtfully to control the 
disaster. Experts also feel that an ounce of prevention could have 
avoided the disastrous spill altogether. Furthermore, there is 
evidence suggesting that the oil industry was aware of drilling 
dangers but carelessly dismissed them. 

5  Many reports had also warned of the difficulty of capping a 
deep water spill. BP ignored these warnings and continued to 
drill as planned. Robert Bea, an expert in offshore engineering, 
called BP’s practices a “recipe for disaster,” but BP willfully 
refused to listen. At least we know they’re listening now.

Underline sentences in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 that 
present the point of view 
of the BP executives. 
Think about why the 
author might have 
included those details.

Close Reading

How does the author 
describe BP? Look for 
words that describe the 
company’s actions.

Hints

What position does the 
author take on BP and 
the oil spill? Circle words 
and phrases in the first 
and fourth paragraphs 
that express the author’s 
viewpoint. 
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Which sentence most accurately summarizes the author’s point of view 
in the editorial?

A The explosion leaked millions of barrels of oil into the Gulf Coast, 
but BP responded quickly and responsibly. 

B The oil spill disaster was a result of BP’s thoughtless actions and its 
refusal to listen to experts.

C The rig explosion is a tragedy, but events like this are a problem 
that the oil industry can learn how to control.

D BP has been drilling safely in the Gulf of Mexico for over fifty years, 
and one accident should not be held against the company. 

2  Why does the author of the editorial include statements made by 
the BP oil executives?

A to show the contrast between the evidence and the company’s 
official position

B to emphasize that the oil company executives are truthful but 
unimaginative

C to explain why BP’s actions were understandable

D to defend the company’s actions both before and after the deep 
water oil spill

3  Think about the author’s attitude toward the oil spill. Then explain the 
author’s purpose, or reason for writing this editorial. Use at least two 
details from the text to support your answer.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

The BP Oil Spill by Kate Jackson

1  In April of 2010, a British Petroleum oil rig exploded. The blast 
caused a horrific oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. Known to many 
as the “Disaster in the Gulf,” this tragic event killed not only 
workers, but innocent wildlife as well. It also assaulted the 
environment. BP knew an event like this was possible, but the 
reckless company refused to take the threat seriously.

2  Months before the explosion, BP’s David Rainey had assured 
members of the U.S. Senate that deep-water oil drilling was safe. 
Rainey had also remarked that drilling had “been going on for 
the last 50 years . . . in a way that is both safe and protective of 
the environment.”

3  The spill leaked millions of barrels of oil into the ocean. It then 
took five months for the company to seal the underwater well 
properly. Doug Suttles, a BP executive, claimed that the company 
worked “around the clock to stop the flow of oil, protect the 
shore, clean up the damage, and restore the Gulf Coast. We also 
want to ensure that a tragedy like this never happens again.”

4  Those five months took a terrible toll on beaches, animals, and 
the fishing industry. Although the words of Suttles sounded 
noble, BP did not act quickly or thoughtfully to control the 
disaster. Experts also feel that an ounce of prevention could have 
avoided the disastrous spill altogether. Furthermore, there is 
evidence suggesting that the oil industry was aware of drilling 
dangers but carelessly dismissed them. 

5  Many reports had also warned of the difficulty of capping a 
deep water spill. BP ignored these warnings and continued to 
drill as planned. Robert Bea, an expert in offshore engineering, 
called BP’s practices a “recipe for disaster,” but BP willfully 
refused to listen. At least we know they’re listening now.

Underline sentences in 
paragraphs 2 and 3 that 
present the point of view 
of the BP executives. 
Think about why the 
author might have 
included those details.

Close Reading

How does the author 
describe BP? Look for 
words that describe the 
company’s actions.

Hints

Look for quotes in the 
text that describe the BP 
executives’ position on 
deep-water drilling. How 
well do their statements 
reflect what actually 
happened?

Look back at the words 
and phrases you circled in 
the editorial that show 
the author’s strong 
feelings and beliefs.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

Read the scientific article. Then answer the questions that follow.

from “A Dire Shortage of Water”
by Emily Sohn, Science News for Kids

Causes

 1  Scientists are just beginning to understand the conditions that lead to droughts. They’re finding that 
small changes in the flow of wind and water can have a huge effect on climate around the globe. 

 2  Strangely enough, much of the story depends on the temperature of water in the oceans.

 3  Normally, winds blow west across the tropical Pacific Ocean, away from Central and South America. 
As wind-driven warm water moves over the ocean, it piles up in Indonesia and elsewhere in the western 
Pacific. Warm air rises offshore, causing rain to fall. Meanwhile, cold water comes up from the bottom off the 
coast of South America. This flow allows a richness of life to flourish near the coast, and it helps maintain 
predictable weather patterns from season to season.

 4  Every 5 to 10 years or so, though, the wind dies down. As a result, the surface of the Pacific Ocean 
gets warmer. Rainfall then tends to fall further to the east. Such a change in weather causes, among other 
things, floods in Peru and droughts in Australia and Indonesia. This new weather pattern is known as El Niño. 

 5  An opposite cascade of events happens during the weather pattern called La Niña, when Pacific 
surface temperatures cool down. Both El Niño and La Niña, when they happen, usually last for 2 to 4 years.

 6  The current drought in the West could last much longer than that. In fact, historical records show 
that droughts typically go on for 10 to 50 years. 

 7  And it’s not just El Niño and La Niña at work. In the last few years, scientists from the U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) have begun to link precipitation on the Colorado Plateau to temperature shifts both 
in the Pacific Ocean and in the Atlantic Ocean.

Atlantic Effects

 8  A recent statistical study by USGS researchers found that less moisture falls on the United States 
when surface temperatures in the North Atlantic are warmer than normal. These conditions prevailed during 
a number of droughts over the past century. 

 9  The study also found a correlation between warm water in the central North Pacific and drought in 
the southwestern and northern plains of the United States. When water is warm in both the North Atlantic 
and the North Pacific at the same time, conditions can get mighty dry in the American West.

10  This explains at least a part of what’s going on right now in the Colorado River Basin, geologist 
John Dohrenwend says. 

11  Records show that the basin’s annual flow volume has been dropping for more than a century. 
But the drought has grown much worse since the year 2000. Compared to measurements taken in 1922, 
water flow has dropped to one-third of its original rate.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

People Problems

12  Oceans can’t take all of the blame for the impact of today’s drought, Dohrenwend says. 

13  Although ocean temperatures may be an important factor in starting a drought, people are making 
the problem of water shortages much worse. Dohrenwend notes that cities are growing faster in the southwest 
than anywhere else in the country. And people keep pouring in.

14  “Many of these people are retired persons who lived in the northeast or northwest and want to get 
out of the cold,” Dohrenwend says. It’s hard for them to adjust to using less water than they’re used to, he adds, 
and they don’t want to let go of their golf courses, green lawns, or long showers. 

15  “Over time, more and more water has to be allocated to people moving in and less goes to everything 
else,” Dohrenwend says.

16  Ironically, as the drought continues, the cycle feeds on itself. Ranchers go out of business because they 
don’t have enough water to grow alfalfa for their cattle. Then developers arrive and build more homes. As more 
people move in, the demand for water continues to grow—even as the supply of water rapidly dwindles. 

How Long?

17  It’s impossible to know how long this drought will last, and some scientists are beginning to fear 
the worst.

 1  How does the content of the passage reflect the author’s point of view?

A It shows that the author approves of ongoing scientific research.

B It provides facts and statistics showing that the problem of water shortages is growing.

C It shows that the author feels hopeless about the fate of our planet.

D It shows that the author dislikes the fact that cities are growing faster in the southwest 
than elsewhere.



Lesson 11

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L11: Determining Point of View110

Part 5: Independent Practice

 2  This question has two parts. Answer Part A, and then answer Part B.

Part A

Which sentence best describes the author’s point of view in this article?

A Droughts occur because of a combination of human and natural factors. 

B Droughts can be avoided if people stop moving to southwest cities.

C The current drought will last 2 to 4 years at the most.

D Scientists are overly pessimistic about how long the current drought will last. 

Part B

Which sentence from the text best supports the answer in Part A?

A “Both El Niño and La Niña, when they happen, usually last for 2 to 4 years.”

B “Although ocean temperatures may be an important factor in starting a drought, people 
are making the problem of water shortages much worse.” 

C “As more people move in, the demand for water continues to grow—even as the supply 
of water rapidly dwindles.”

D “It’s impossible to know how long this drought will last, and some scientists are 
beginning to fear the worst.”

 3  In your own words, describe the author’s point of view about the water shortage and tell how 
you determined it. Use at least two details from the article to support your answer.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 86.Self Check



“Thank You M’am” Writing Assignment

In real life, you can often understand a situation better by putting yourself in someone else’s 
shoes. Similarly, when reading a work of fiction, you can often deepen your understanding of 
the work by considering the points of view of different characters. 

Prompt:
Use your imagination and details from “Thank You, M’am” to write a journal entry about events 
in the story from the point of view of one of the characters, either Roger or Mrs. Jones. In your 
journal entry focus on either Mrs. Jone’s perspective of meeting Roger, or Roger’s perspective 
of meeting Mrs. Jones. Consider the following questions as you write: What feelings would he or
she be likely to express in a journal entry about the experience? What words would he or she 
use? Refer to details in the story to accurately convey the point of view and personality of the 
character you chose (pages 315-319 of myPerspectives or Commonlit article).



Name: Class:

"Untitled" by lumina_obscura is licensed under CC0

They're Made Out of Meat
By Terry Bisson

1990

Terry Bisson is an American science fiction and fantasy author, and “They’re Made Out of Meat” is one of his
most famous short stories. In this story, two speakers are discussing whether or not they should welcome
foreign beings from another planet. As you read, take notes on what the dialogue between the speakers
reveals about their opinion of the “meat.”

“They’re made out of meat.”

“Meat?”

“Meat. They’re made out of meat.”

“Meat?”

“There’s no doubt about it. We picked up several
from different parts of the planet, took them
aboard our recon1 vessels, and probed them all
the way through. They’re completely meat.”

“That’s impossible. What about the radio signals?
The messages to the stars?”

“They use the radio waves to talk, but the signals don’t come from them. The signals come from
machines.”

“So who made the machines? That’s who we want to contact.”

“They made the machines. That’s what I’m trying to tell you. Meat made the machines.”

“That’s ridiculous. How can meat make a machine? You’re asking me to believe in sentient2 meat.”

“I’m not asking you, I’m telling you. These creatures are the only sentient race in that sector and they’re
made out of meat.”

“Maybe they’re like the orfolei. You know, a carbon-based intelligence that goes through a meat stage.”

“Nope. They’re born meat and they die meat. We studied them for several of their life spans, which
didn’t take long. Do you have any idea what’s the life span of meat?”

[1]

[5]

[10]

1. “Recon” is an abbreviation for “reconnaissance,” which is a military term for inspecting or exploring an area.
2. Sentient (adjective): capable of sensing or feeling

1
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“Spare me. Okay, maybe they’re only part meat. You know, like the weddilei. A meat head with an
electron plasma brain inside.”

“Nope. We thought of that, since they do have meat heads, like the weddilei. But I told you, we probed
them. They’re meat all the way through.”

“No brain?”

“Oh, there’s a brain all right. It’s just that the brain is made out of meat! That’s what I’ve been trying to
tell you.”

“So... what does the thinking?”

“You’re not understanding, are you? You’re refusing to deal with what I’m telling you. The brain does
the thinking. The meat.”

“Thinking meat! You’re asking me to believe in thinking meat!”

“Yes, thinking meat! Conscious meat! Loving meat. Dreaming meat. The meat is the whole deal! Are you
beginning to get the picture or do I have to start all over?”

“Omigod. You’re serious then. They’re made out of meat.”

“Thank you. Finally. Yes. They are indeed made out of meat. And they’ve been trying to get in touch
with us for almost a hundred of their years.”

“Omigod. So what does this meat have in mind?”

“First it wants to talk to us. Then I imagine it wants to explore the Universe, contact other sentiences,
swap ideas and information. The usual.”

“We’re supposed to talk to meat.”

“That’s the idea. That’s the message they’re sending out by radio. ‘Hello. Anyone out there. Anybody
home.’ That sort of thing.”

“They actually do talk, then. They use words, ideas, concepts?”

“Oh, yes. Except they do it with meat.”

“I thought you just told me they used radio.”

“They do, but what do you think is on the radio? Meat sounds. You know how when you slap or flap
meat, it makes a noise? They talk by flapping their meat at each other. They can even sing by squirting
air through their meat.”

“Omigod. Singing meat. This is altogether too much. So what do you advise?”

[15]

[20]

[25]

[30]

2



“Officially or unofficially?”

“Both.”

“Officially, we are required to contact, welcome and log in any and all sentient races or multibeings in
this quadrant of the Universe, without prejudice, fear or favor. Unofficially, I advise that we erase the
records and forget the whole thing.”

“I was hoping you would say that.”

“It seems harsh, but there is a limit. Do we really want to make contact with meat?”

“I agree 100 percent. What’s there to say? ‘Hello, meat. How’s it going?’ But will this work? How many
planets are we dealing with here?”

“Just one. They can travel to other planets in special meat containers, but they can’t live on them. And
being meat, they can only travel through C space. Which limits them to the speed of light and makes
the possibility of their ever making contact pretty slim. Infinitesimal,3 in fact.”

“So we just pretend there’s no one home in the Universe.”

“That’s it.”

“Cruel. But you said it yourself, who wants to meet meat? And the ones who have been aboard our
vessels, the ones you probed? You’re sure they won’t remember?”

“They’ll be considered crackpots4 if they do. We went into their heads and smoothed out their meat so
that we’re just a dream to them.”

“A dream to meat! How strangely appropriate, that we should be meat’s dream.”

“And we marked the entire sector unoccupied.”

“Good. Agreed, officially and unofficially. Case closed. Any others? Anyone interesting on that side of
the galaxy?”

“Yes, a rather shy but sweet hydrogen core cluster intelligence in a class nine star in G445 zone. Was in
contact two galactic rotations ago, wants to be friendly again.”

“They always come around.”

“And why not? Imagine how unbearably, how unutterably cold the Universe would be if one were all
alone...”

[35]

[40]

[45]

3. extremely small
4. a foolish person

3



“They’re Made out of Meat” from OMNI by Terry Bisson. Copyright © 1990. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which statement best expresses the central idea in the story?
A. Fear of the unknown causes people to make assumptions and reject what they

do not understand.
B. People have the tendency to avoid uncomfortable situations because they are

insecure.
C. Despite good intentions, it is not possible to treat everyone equally.
D. Prejudice is a result of weak people trying to overpower people with influence

and authority.

2. PART B: Which detail from the story best supports the answer to PART A?
A. “‘They talk by flapping their meat at each other. They can even sing by squirting

air through their meat.’” (Paragraph 31)
B. “’Officially, we are required to contact, welcome and log in any and all sentient

races or multibeings in this quadrant of the Universe’” (Paragraph 35)
C. “’It seems harsh, but there is a limit. Do we really want to make contact with

meat?’” (Paragraph 37)
D. “’We went into their heads and smoothed out their meat so that we’re just a

dream to them.’” (Paragraph 43)

3. PART A: How does the word “unoccupied” in paragraph 45 contribute to the speaker’s tone?
A. It creates a cold tone by pointing out the aliens’ disregard for their planet.
B. It creates an intense tone by showing that the characters are afraid of the meat.
C. It creates a defensive tone by illustrating the bias of the characters.
D. It creates a light-hearted tone by mocking the aliens’ silly behavior.

4. PART B: Which detail from the story best supports the answer to PART A?
A. “‘So we just pretend there’s no one home in the Universe.’” (Paragraph 40)
B. “‘We went into their heads and smoothed out their meat so that we’re just a

dream to them.’” (Paragraph 43)
C. “‘A dream to meat! How strangely appropriate, that we should be meat’s

dream.’” (Paragraph 44)
D. “‘Case closed. Any others? Anyone interesting on that side of the galaxy?’”

(Paragraph 46)
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5. How does paragraph 49 contribute to the central idea of the story?
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. “They’re Made Out of Meat” is an allegory about prejudice. What do you think is the author’s
deeper message about how we prejudge and make assumptions? How does this influence
human behavior?

2. What is the effect of telling the story through humorous dialogue? Why do you think the
author chose to tell the story this way?

3. Throughout the story, the aliens constantly refer to “meat” with a negative view. What does
meat represent in this story? Why do you think the author chose “meat” for this
representation?

4. The characters in the story are unable to understand or explain humans and how they think
and speak. Why do you think people fear the unknown?

5. At the end of the story, one of the aliens talks about the pain of loneliness. What does it
mean to be alone? What is the effect of being an outcast?

7



 

 
 
Water   spouts   (tornado)   hit   the   Black   Sea   in   the   Arhavi   district   of   Turkey's   northeastern   province   of   Artvin   on  

June   8,   2016.   Photo:   Tamer   Arslan/Anadolu   Agency/Getty   Images  
 

Everyday   Mysteries:   Can   it   rain  
frogs,   fish   and   other   objects?  

Question:   Can   it   rain   frogs,   fish   and   other   objects?  

Answer:   There   have   been   reports   of   raining   frogs   and   fish   dating   back   to   ancient  

civilization.   Of   course,   it   doesn’t   “rain”   frogs   or   fish   in   the   sense   that   it   rains   water.  

No   one   has   ever   seen   frogs   or   fish   vaporize   into   the   air   before   a   rainfall.   However,  

strong   winds,   such   as   those   in   a   tornado   or   hurricane,   are   powerful   enough   to   lift  

animals,   people,   trees   and   houses.   It   is   possible   that   they   could   suck   up   a   school   of  

fish   or   frogs   and   “rain”   them   elsewhere.  



 

Waterspouts   Provide   A   Clue  
Many   scientists   believe   tornadic   waterspouts   may   be   responsible   for   frog   and   fish  

rainfalls.   These   are   tornadoes   that   form   over   land   and   travel   over   the   water.   They   are  

not   as   strong   as   land-based   tornadoes,   which   can   reach   up   to   310   miles   per   hour.   But  

tornadic   waterspouts   can   reach   100   miles   per   hour,   which   can   still   be   quite  

destructive.  

A   popular   misunderstanding   is   that   waterspouts   “rise   out   of   the   sea.”   Actually,   they  

begin   in   the   air   and   descend   toward   the   water’s   surface.   The   first   visible   sign   of   a  

tornadic   waterspout   is   usually   a   dark   spot   on   the   water’s   surface,   which   is   caused   by  

a   spinning   column   of   low-pressure   air   stirring   up   the   water   from   overhead.   As   the  

spinning   column   of   air,   or   vortex,   becomes   stronger,   the   surrounding   water   is   pulled  

into   a   spiral   pattern   of   light   and   dark   bands.  

Eventually,   a   ring   of   spraying   water   called   the   cascade   forms   around   the   base.   The  

characteristic   funnel   extending   from   the   sky   toward   the   water’s   surface   becomes  

visible   in   the   fourth   stage   of   the   waterspout’s   development.   At   this   point,   it   is  

considered   to   be   a   mature   storm.  

Objects   Can   Get   Sucked   Up  
Like   a   tornado,   a   mature   waterspout   consists   of   a   central   vortex   surrounded   by   a  

rotating   funnel   of   wind.   The   vortex   at   the   center   of   these   storms   is   strong   enough   to  



 

“suck   up”   surrounding   air,   water   and   small   objects   like   a   vacuum.   These   objects   fall  

like   rain   when   the   waterspout   loses   its   energy.  

“I’ve   seen   small   ponds   literally   emptied   of   their   water   by   a   passing   tornado,"  

professor   Ernest   Agee   from   Purdue   University   says.   "So,   it   wouldn’t   be   unreasonable  

for   frogs   ...   to   ‘rain’   from   the   skies.”  

Most   scientists   agree   that   salt,   stones,   fish   or   frogs   can   be   pulled   into   a   waterspout’s  

swirling   winds   and   deposited   once   the   waterspout   hits   land.  

Waterspouts   are   the   most   commonly   offered   explanation   for   animal   rainfalls.   But  

some   scientists   think   that   any   unusually   powerful   updraft   could   lift   small   animals  

into   the   sky   during   a   storm.   An   updraft   is   a   wind   current   caused   by   warm   air   near  

the   earth   rising   into   cooler   areas   in   the   atmosphere.   During   thunderstorms,   updrafts  

can   reach   speeds   of   more   than   60   miles   per   hour.  

Scientists   Are   Not   Necessarily   Convinced  
When   it   rained   frogs   in   Kansas   City,   Missouri,   in   1873,   Scientific   American   magazine  

concluded   that   it   must   have   been   caused   by   a   tornado.   Similarly,   when   it   hailed   frogs  

in   Dubuque,   Iowa,   in   1882,   scientists   speculated   that   small   frogs   were   picked   up   by   a  

powerful   updraft.   No   one   has   actually   witnessed   an   updraft   lifting   frogs   off   the  

ground.   Still,   the   theory   is   scientifically   possible.   Updrafts   regularly   pick   up  

lightweight   debris   and   carry   it   long   distances.  

Despite   the   numerous   reports   of   raining   animals,   scientists   still   approach   the   area  

with   skepticism.   Many   historical   reports   are   provided   by   second-   or   third-hand  



 

accounts,   not   actual   witnesses,   making   their   reliability   questionable.   Also,   some  

people   falsely   report   an   animal   rainfall   after   seeing   large   numbers   of   animals   on   the  

ground   after   a   storm.   However,   these   animals   did   not   fall   from   the   sky.   Instead,  

storms   fill   in   worm   burrows,   knock   birds   from   trees   and   roofs,   and   drive   frogs   and  

other   small   animals   from   their   habitats.  

People   who   live   in   cities   and   suburbs   tend   to   underestimate   the   number   of   animals  

living   around   their   homes.   Therefore,   they   might   suspect   that   animals   came   from   the  

sky   rather   than   their   natural   habitat.  

They   Saw   It   With   Their   Own   Eyes  
Despite   the   cautious   skepticism   of   the   scientific   community,   a   number   of   eyewitness  

reports   strongly   suggest   rainfalls   of   frogs,   fish   and   other   materials   on   occasion.   For  

instance:  

On   October   23,   1947,   A.D.   Bajkov,   a   biologist   with   the   Louisiana   Department   of  

Wildlife,   was   eating   breakfast   at   a   restaurant   when   the   waitress   told   him   that   fish  

were   falling   from   the   sky.  

“Automobiles   and   trucks   were   running   over   them.   Fish   also   fell   on   the   roofs   of  

houses.   ...   I   personally   collected,   from   Main   Street   and   several   yards   on   Monroe  

Street,   a   large   jar   of   perfect   specimens   and   preserved   them   in   Formalin,   in   order   to  

distribute   them   among   various   museums,”   he   said.  

On   June   7,   2005,   thousands   of   frogs   rained   on   Odzaci,   a   small   town   in   Serbia.  

Climatologist   Slavisa   Ignjatovic   described   the   phenomenon   as   “not   very   unusual.”  



 

The   strong   winds   that   accompanied   the   storm   could   have   easily   picked   up   the   frogs,  

he   said.  

At   the   end   of   February   2010,   residents   of   Lajamanu,   Australia,   saw   hundreds   of  

spangled   fish   fall   from   the   sky.   Christine   Balmer   was   walking   home   when   they  

started   to   fall.   “These   fish   fell   in   their   hundreds   and   hundreds   all   over   the   place.   The  

locals   were   running   around   everywhere   to   pick   them   up,”   she   said.  

 
 

Text-Dependent   Questions  
1.   Which   two   of   the   following   sentences   from   the   article   include   central   ideas   of  
the   article?  

A. They   are   not   as   strong   as   land-based   tornadoes,   which   can   reach   up   to   310  
miles   per   hour.  

B. Waterspouts   are   the   most   commonly   offered   explanation   for   animal  
rainfalls.  

C. Also,   some   people   falsely   report   an   animal   rainfall   after   seeing   large  
numbers   of   animals   on   the   ground   after   a   storm.  

D. Despite   the   cautious   skepticism   of   the   scientific   community,   a   number   of  
eyewitness   reports   strongly   suggest   rainfalls   of   frogs,   fish   and   other  
materials   on   occasion.  

2.   Which   of   the   following   details   from   the   article   would   be   MOST   important   to  
include   in   a   summary   of   the   article?  

A. The   first   visible   sign   of   a   tornadic   waterspout   is   usually   a   dark   spot   on   the   water’s  
surface,   which   is   caused   by   a   spinning   column   of   low-pressure   air   stirring   up   the  
water   from   overhead.  

B. Most   scientists   agree   that   salt,   stones,   fish   or   frogs   can   be   pulled   into   a   waterspout’s  
swirling   winds   and   deposited   once   the   waterspout   hits   land.  

C. When   it   rained   frogs   in   Kansas   City,   Missouri,   in   1873,   Scientific   American   magazine  
concluded   that   it   must   have   been   caused   by   a   tornado.  

D. On   October   23,   1947,   A.D.   Bajkov,   a   biologist   with   the   Louisiana   Department   of  
Wildlife,   was   eating   breakfast   at   a   restaurant   when   the   waitress   told   him   that   fish   were  
falling   from   the   sky.  

 
 
 
 



 

3.    Read   the   sentence   from   the   section   "Objects   Can   Get   Sucked   Up."  
 
     “   The   vortex   at   the   center   of   these   storms   is   strong   enough   to   “suck   up”   surrounding   air,   water  
and   small   objects   like   a   vacuum.”  
 
Why   does   the   author   compare   a   "vortex"   with   a   "vacuum"?  

A. to   show   the   reader   that   a   vortex   is   a   common   everyday   object  
B. to   help   the   reader   understand   the   strength   of   wind   inside   the   vortex  
C. to   explain   to   the   reader   why   the   vortex   cannot   pick   up   objects  
D. to   suggest   to   the   reader   that   all   vortexes   are   made   by   machines  

 
4.    Read   the   sentences   from   the   section   "Scientists   Are   Not   Necessarily  
Convinced."  
 
Despite   the   numerous   reports   of   raining   animals,   scientists   still   approach   the   area   with  
skepticism.   Many   historical   reports   are   provided   by   second-   or   third-hand   accounts,   not   actual  
witnesses,   making   their   reliability   questionable.  
 
Which   word   from   the   article   gives   context   for   understanding   the   meaning   of  
"skepticism"   in   the   above   sentence?  

A. Numerous  
B. Approach  
C. Witnesses  
D. Questionable  

 
5.   Which   two   of   the   following   are   central   ideas   of   the   article?  

A. Scientists   do   not   agree   about   reports   of   animal   rainfalls.  
B. Very   few   people   have   ever   seen   an   animal   rainfall.  
C. Animal   rainfalls   are   most   likely   caused   by   some   kinds   of   strong   winds.  
D. People   who   live   in   cities   may   falsely   report   animal   rainfalls.  

 
6.   Which   sentence   from   the   article   would   be   MOST   important   to   include   in   a  
summary   of   the   article?  

A. Many   scientists   think   that   something   called   tornadic   waterspouts   might   be   the   cause  
of   animal   rainfalls.  

B. They   are   not   as   strong   as   land-based   tornadoes,   which   can   reach   up   to   310   miles   per  
hour.  

C. People   who   live   in   cities   tend   to   underestimate   the   number   of   animals   that   live   around  
them.  

D. In   February   2010,   people   in   a   small   town   in   Australia   saw   hundreds   of   fish   fall   from  
the   sky.  
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Why everything is closing for coronavirus: It’s
called "flattening the curve"

Image 1. Authorities control a line of motorists waiting to be tested for coronavirus at Glen Island Park in New Rochelle, New York, March
13, 2020. Closing areas such as parks is an essential part of the social distancing needed to slow the COVID-19 outbreak. Photo: John
Minchillo/AP Photo

South by Southwest (SXSW) is a huge music/film/tech/education festival. It brings hundreds of

thousands of visitors to Austin, Texas, every March. When organizers canceled the festival it was

only a matter of time before other major events also canceled.

As of March 13, many sports leagues have suspended their seasons. The National Basketball

Association (NBA), National Hockey League (NHL) and Major League Soccer have suspended

play. Major League Baseball (MLB) has pushed back the season start. The National Collegiate

Athletic Association (NCAA) canceled March Madness. March Madness is a college basketball

competition every spring. If a team loses a game they are out of the competition. People fill out

brackets with who they think will keep advancing to the championships.

Several universities have canceled spring football games. The Professional Golfers' Association

(PGA) Tour canceled the Players Championship. And the future of the 2020 Summer Olympics in

By Forbes, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.17.20
Word Count 1,035
Level 1040L



This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com.

Japan is in doubt. And that's just sports.

School districts from Seattle, Washington, to Baltimore, Maryland, have closed schools. So have

entire states, including Maryland, Michigan and Ohio. More than 100 colleges and universities

have canceled all in-person classes and moved online. The huge music festival Coachella has been

postponed. So have a long list of concerts and music tours and all Broadway shows through April

12. Movie theaters may be next.

Even all Disney parks have closed their gates. This is only the third time Disneyland has closed the

park. The first time was after U.S. President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in 1963. The

second time was after 9/11. Terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001, hit the Twin Towers in New

York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.

Economic Impacts

The economic impacts of all these closures will be incredibly high. Canceling SXSW will mean a

loss of more than $350 million. This includes thousands of low-income workers' lost tips and

wages. However, that won't even be close to how much it will cost sports teams and amusement

parks to close down. So the decision to suspend seasons, cancel events and close up shop are not

being made lightly.

And yet, there have only been about 1,660 cases of COVID-19 diagnosed in the United States.

COVID-19 is short for coronavirus disease 2019. There have also been fewer than 50 deaths

because of it in the United States. The coronavirus is a flu-like illness that began in China and has

been spreading across the globe since December 2019.

Many people talk about the flu. Every year the flu sickens millions and kills tens of thousands of

people. It is expected to sicken nearly 50 million people in the United States this year and kill as

many as 52,000 this flu season.

So why is everyone making such a big deal about coronavirus? Why are events being canceled?

Why are schools moving to online instruction? Especially when there are so few cases right now.

Slowing The Spread

There's a good reason to "cancel everything." All these decisions by public officials and businesses

are aimed at one goal: slowing down the spread of the virus to avoid overburdening a health care

system that doesn't have the infrastructure to handle a sudden surge of tens of thousands of cases

at once. Without mass closings, that surge is exactly what will happen, just as it has in Italy.

It's called "flattening the curve." And that's exactly what it is when you see it visually.

Epidemiologists study diseases and how they spread. They can somewhat predict how many cases

of a disease are going to occur based on how the disease is behaving. Continuing business-as-usual

allows cases to escalate rapidly in just a few weeks, spiking so high at once that they completely

overwhelm hospitals. In such a scenario — such as Italy is facing now — more deaths are likely

because there simply aren't enough hospital beds, enough face masks, enough IV bags, even

enough healthy doctors and nurses to care for everyone at once.

However, if that same number of cases can be stretched out over months, never quite exceeding

the health care system's capacity, then people will get the care they need. More health care
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providers can avoid illness and burnout, and fewer

people are likely to die — as South Korea has shown.

But are we really headed for that many cases?

Yes.

As former Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

commissioner Scott Gottlieb explained in a recent

interview, the novel coronavirus — just declared a

pandemic by the World Health Organization — is

beyond containment. If it's not already in your

community, it's coming soon. The only reason total

U.S. cases aren't already skyrocketing is that coronavirus testing has been such a mess that too few

people — just 77 by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the whole week of

March 8 — are being tested. You can't count cases you haven't identified yet.

But every indication is that the United States is on track to see the same exponential increase other

countries are seeing, as scientist Mark Handley has been tracking on Twitter.

People Are Listening

So what do we do to avert disaster? We have to flatten the curve. Fortunately, people are listening

and the idea has caught on so well among armchair epidemiologists that the #flatteningthecurve

and #FlattenTheCurve hashtags have trended several times on Twitter in recent days.

Clearly, public officials and businesses are listening to the warnings of public health officials, as

evidenced by all the closings and cancellations. But to be effective, ordinary people need to do

their part by avoiding as much as possible any crowds and places where large numbers of people

congregate, such as movie theaters, malls and events that haven't been canceled.
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Quiz

1 Which selection from the section "Slowing The Spread" BEST explains what epidemiologists mean by "flattening the curve"?

(A) All these decisions by public officials and businesses are aimed at one goal: slowing down the spread of
the virus to avoid overburdening a health care system that doesn't have the infrastructure to handle a
sudden surge of tens of thousands of cases at once.

(B) Epidemiologists study diseases and how they spread. They can somewhat predict how many cases of a
disease are going to occur based on how the disease is behaving.

(C) The only reason total U.S. cases aren't already skyrocketing is that coronavirus testing has been such a
mess that too few people — just 77 by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in the
whole week of March 8 — are being tested. You can't count cases you haven't identified yet.

(D) But every indication is that the United States is on track to see the same exponential increase other
countries are seeing, as scientist Mark Handley has been tracking on Twitter.

2 Read the following claim.

The coronavirus outbreak will cause tremendous economic losses.

Which sentence from the article provides the BEST support for the above statement?

(A) When organizers canceled the festival it was only a matter of time before other major events also
canceled.

(B) School districts from Seattle, Washington, to Baltimore, Maryland, have closed schools.

(C) However, that won't even be close to how much it will cost sports teams and amusement parks to close
down.

(D) It is expected to sicken nearly 50 million people in the United States this year and kill as many as
52,000 this flu season.

3 How did the availability of testing affect the number of reported COVID-19 cases in the United States?

(A) The lack of testing has led the number of reported cases in the United States to decrease significantly in
the last two weeks.

(B) The availability of testing has led to a number of reported cases that experts believe accurately reflects
the spread of the virus.

(C) The lack of testing has led to a number of reported cases that experts believe does not reflect the true
spread of the virus.

(D) The availability of testing has caused the number of reported cases to increase faster in the United
States than in other places.

4 WHY are epidemiologists worried about a spike in the number of COVID-19 cases in the United States?

(A) It would cause tremendous economic and business losses.

(B) The U.S. health care system does not have the supplies or personnel to manage it.

(C) It would result in the spread of the virus to neighboring countries.

(D) The U.S. health care system is well prepared to manage a sudden increase in patient numbers.
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161L16: Analyzing Point of View

Part 1: Introduction

Theme: Perspectives

Roller coasters aren’t for everyone. You might love the thrills, but your friend keeps her eyes 
closed the whole time! Each of you has your own perspective, or point of view, about the 
experience. 

Stories contain different points of view, too. Sometimes you’ll get the point of view of the 
narrator, or the voice telling the story. At other times you’ll get the point of view of one or 
more characters. By revealing their words, thoughts, feelings, and actions, the author gives 
you insight into the characters’ attitudes about the events and people around them.

Who are the main characters in the scene below? How would the description of the same 
event differ if it were told from each character’s point of view?

OK, this next trick is
going to be tough.

Wow, he makes
it look so easy!

Read the chart below. Note how the evidence shows why a contrast exists between the 
acrobat’s point of view about the situation and the audience member’s perspective.

Character Evidence Point of View

Acrobat says next trick will be tough; 
walking a high tightrope

The routine is very dangerous, and 
he could fall at any minute.

Audience Member smiling, eyes wide, says acrobat 
makes it look easy

The acrobat seems very talented, 
and he’s in no danger.

The characters in the scene are having two different experiences and would tell different 
versions of the same story. In other words, how an event is described is directly affected by 
who is describing it. So by carefully choosing or describing points of view, the author is able to 
advance the plot and help readers understand the characters’ actions and motivations.

Analyzing Point of View
Lesson 16 MS CCRS RL.7.6: Analyze how an author 

develops and contrasts the points of view 
of different characters or narrators in a 
text.
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Genre: Realistic Fiction

Read this story about Ramon and Blanca’s trip to an art museum.

Explore how to answer this question: “How does the author contrast the points of view of the different 
characters?”

To figure out each character’s point of view, identify words and phrases that reveal his or her thoughts, 
feelings, and attitudes toward story events. Underline text evidence that suggests how Blanca feels 
about the afternoon at the art museum. Circle the evidence that suggests how Ramon feels about the 
same experience. Then complete the chart below, and compare the characters’ points of view.

Character Evidence Point of View

Blanca
stares stonily out window, doesn’t want 
Ramon to pick an activity again, disliked 
the paintings, sat on a sculpture

Ramon
enjoyed his time at the museum 
because he understands and 
appreciates fine art

Blanca and Ramon have contrasting perspectives about their experience at the museum. How do the 
characters’ interests and feelings affect their points of view?

     

     

Places of Disinterest by Rowena Jackson

 Another Inez family Saturday afternoon outing was drawing to a close, and for Blanca and 
Ramon’s parents, the car ride home from the art museum couldn’t be over fast enough. Blanca 
stared stonily out the car window, while Ramon beamed.

 “That is the absolute last time you get to pick where we go,” Blanca exclaimed and scowled at 
her older brother. “The entire exhibit was filled with paintings that looked like someone ran 
around splashing buckets of paint randomly all over the canvas.”

 “That’s called expressionism,” Ramon eagerly explained, “Each painting is meant to evoke a feeling. 
What were some of the emotions you experienced in the exhibit?”

 “I felt quite frustrated and exhausted,” Blanca sighed dramatically, and then she exclaimed, 
“And I didn’t appreciate that security guard being so rude to me!”

 “You sat on a priceless metal sculpture! He was just doing his job.”
(continued)



Lesson 16Part 3: Guided Instruction

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L16: Analyzing Point of View 163

Continue reading about the visit to the art museum. Use the Close 
Reading and the Hint to help you answer the question.

Circle the correct answer.

Based on evidence from the story, which statement best describes 
Ramon’s point of view about his sister?
A He thinks Blanca could be a painter if she paid attention to details.
B He believes she should admit to knowing that the art is valuable.
C He hopes to convince her that she can appreciate fine art.
D He’s not sure that Blanca will ever appreciate expressionism.

Hint
How does Ramon react to 
Blanca’s complaints?

Show Your Thinking

  Citing evidence from the text, describe how the author contrasts Blanca’s point of view from that of 
her brother.

     

     

     

     

  With a partner, discuss how the contrasting points of view help readers understand the characters’ 
relationships with one another.

 After a few moments, Ramon tried again. “Those still–life pieces 
were so remarkable. Did you notice how the artists captured the 
interplay of light and shadow across even such ordinary objects?”

 Blanca checked her text messages for the billionth time and 
muttered angrily, “Sure, I always pay attention to boring stuff like 
light and shadow when I’m looking at a bowl of fruit.”

 “Well, was there anything at the museum that you enjoyed?”

 Blanca thought carefully for a moment before flashing her 
wrist—“I did enjoy the gift shop, because I got this cool watch.”

How do Blanca’s and 
Ramon’s points of view 
differ about the still–life 
paintings? Underline the 
words and phrases that 
show the contrast.

Close Reading (continued from page 162)



Lesson 16

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L16: Analyzing Point of View164

Part 4: Guided Practice

Genre: Allegory

Authors often reveal 
their characters’ 
thoughts and feelings 
through dialogue. As 
I read, I’ll pay close 
attention to what the 
characters say.

The following is a retelling of an ancient Zen tale called a koan, which is meant to teach a moral or 
lesson. Read the tale and use the Study Buddy and the Close Reading to guide your reading.

“The Stingy Artist” retold by Keisha Walker

 This is the tale of Gessen, a Tibetan monk who became a famous 
artist. Recognized for his amazing talent, Gessen would always demand 
payment in advance before ever picking up a paintbrush.

1  A wealthy and proud noblewoman named Sakura heard of a 
wonderfully skilled artist named Gessen. She quickly summoned 
him to her palace to paint a scene of her three prized dogs.

2  “How much can you pay?” Gessen inquired sternly.

3  “It is shameful to speak of money so early in the discussion,” 
the noblewoman replied, barely hiding her contempt.

4  “Perhaps,” replied Gessen, unmoved. “But I must know now!”

5  Sakura sneered at the artist, but she finally named a price. 
Gessen demanded more. Finally, the two agreed on the fee, the 
highest sum ever paid for a painting anywhere in the land. 
Gessen was paid in advance, and the piece was unveiled at a 
grand feast in honor of the noblewoman’s prized dogs.

6  “It is the grandest painting in my collection, to be sure,” the 
noblewoman told Gessen over dinner. “But you taint its beauty 
with your stinginess and petty desire for money. You would no 
doubt ask me for a year’s wages to sketch upon my napkin. Your 
outrageous greed means you will never paint anything of worth.”

7  “A year’s wages I will take, if that is what you will pay.” Gessen 
bore the scorn of all at the table, especially from she who would 
hold a lavish feast for pampered canines while people starved.

8  For you see, unbeknownst to Sakura or her guests, Gessen’s 
village was suffering from a terrible famine. He had used every 
bit of his earnings to fill a warehouse with grain, to repair the 
roads leading to the National Shrine, and to build his people a 
new temple. And when all had been accomplished, he gave his 
paintings away for free, never again asking for a single coin.

As you fill out the graphic 
organizer, think about 
how the author reveals 
the characters’ thoughts 
and feelings through 
dialogue and narration.

Hints

How does Sakura feel 
about Gessen? 
Underline any evidence 
in the text that explains 
her point of view.

Close Reading

What do the last two 
paragraphs reveal about 
Gessen’s motives? Star (*) 
any details that help 
explain how his actions 
reflect his point of view.
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Look at your marked–up text. Then use the Hints on this page to help 
you complete the graphic organizer and answer the questions.

1  For each character, identify two or more details from the text that 
support your analysis of each character’s point of view.

Character Evidence Point of View

Gessen

Sakura

2  Which statement best describes Gessen’s attitude toward money?

A Gessen thinks people should spend money any way they wish.

B Gessen believes art is more important than money.

C Gessen thinks that money is more important than beauty.

D Gessen feels money should be used to help others, not wasted.

3  Citing at least two specific details from the text and the chart above, 
contrast the points of view of Gessen and Sakura from The Stingy Artist.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

“The Stingy Artist” retold by Keisha Walker

 This is the tale of Gessen, a Tibetan monk who became a famous 
artist. Recognized for his amazing talent, Gessen would always demand 
payment in advance before ever picking up a paintbrush.

1  A wealthy and proud noblewoman named Sakura heard of a 
wonderfully skilled artist named Gessen. She quickly summoned 
him to her palace to paint a scene of her three prized dogs.

2  “How much can you pay?” Gessen inquired sternly.

3  “It is shameful to speak of money so early in the discussion,” 
the noblewoman replied, barely hiding her contempt.

4  “Perhaps,” replied Gessen, unmoved. “But I must know now!”

5  Sakura sneered at the artist, but she finally named a price. 
Gessen demanded more. Finally, the two agreed on the fee, the 
highest sum ever paid for a painting anywhere in the land. 
Gessen was paid in advance, and the piece was unveiled at a 
grand feast in honor of the noblewoman’s prized dogs.

6  “It is the grandest painting in my collection, to be sure,” the 
noblewoman told Gessen over dinner. “But you taint its beauty 
with your stinginess and petty desire for money. You would no 
doubt ask me for a year’s wages to sketch upon my napkin. Your 
outrageous greed means you will never paint anything of worth.”

7  “A year’s wages I will take, if that is what you will pay.” Gessen 
bore the scorn of all at the table, especially from she who would 
hold a lavish feast for pampered canines while people starved.

8  For you see, unbeknownst to Sakura or her guests, Gessen’s 
village was suffering from a terrible famine. He had used every 
bit of his earnings to fill a warehouse with grain, to repair the 
roads leading to the National Shrine, and to build his people a 
new temple. And when all had been accomplished, he gave his 
paintings away for free, never again asking for a single coin.

As you fill out the graphic 
organizer, think about 
how the author reveals 
the characters’ thoughts 
and feelings through 
dialogue and narration.

Hints

How does Sakura feel 
about Gessen? 
Underline any evidence 
in the text that explains 
her point of view.

Close Reading
Which answer choice 
helps explain why Gessen 
charges such high prices?

As you write, think about 
how Sakura’s ignorance of 
Gessen’s motives colors 
her point of view.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

Read this excerpt from The Good Earth, a novel written by Pearl S. Buck. Then answer the questions that 
follow.

  Pearl Sydenstricker Buck was born in 1892 in West Virginia but soon moved back to Zhenjiang, China, 
with her missionary parents. Raised by a Chinese nanny, Pearl learned Chinese tales and myths and could speak 
and write both English and Chinese by the age of four. Her daily interactions with the people of Zhenjiang taught 
Pearl a great deal about Chinese life and customs.

  While Pearl traveled back to the United States for brief time periods, she spent most of the first forty 
years of her life in China. In 1917, Pearl and her husband John moved to a poor rural community in the Chinese 
province of Anhui. There Pearl observed the challenges and hardships faced by impoverished peasant–farmers. 
Later, during her writing career, Pearl was able to draw from a wealth of memories about China and its people.

from The Good Earth
by Pearl S. Buck

  A hard-working peasant named Wang Lung labors long hours in his fields to feed his growing family. 
After years of fruitful harvests, however, a severe drought cripples the countryside, and all its inhabitants suffer 
as the crops wither and perish. Ultimately, the family’s food stores are exhausted, the family ox is consumed, 
and they are starving. All that remains of Wang Lung’s inheritance is his land, now just bleak, hardened fields. 
In this scene, Wang Lung senses the hopelessness building inside him; then he sees his uncle and two men come 
up to his house. How well-fed they look! Wang Lung all but accuses his uncle of being heartless enough to feed 
himself while his relatives are starving.

 1  “I have thought of nothing but of you and of your father, who is my brother,” retorted his uncle 
briskly, “and now I prove it to you. As soon as I could, I borrowed from these good men in the town a little 
food on the promise that with the strength it gave me I would help them to buy some of the land about our 
village. And then I thought of your good land first of all, you, the son of my brother. They have come to buy 
your land and to give you money—food—life!” His uncle, having said these words, stepped back and folded 
his arms with a flourish of his dirty and ragged robes.

 2  Wang Lung did not move. He did not rise nor in any way recognize the men who had come. But he 
lifted his head to look at them and he saw that they were indeed men from the town dressed in long robes of 
soiled silk. Their hands were soft and their nails long. They looked as though they had eaten and blood still 
ran rapidly in their veins. He suddenly hated them with an immense hatred. Here were these men from the 
town, having eaten and drunk, standing beside him whose children were starving and eating the very earth 
from his fields; here they were, come to squeeze his land from him in his extremity. He looked up at them 
sullenly, his eyes deep and enormous in his bony, skull–like face.

 3  “I will not sell my land,” he said.

 4  His uncle stepped forward. At this instant the younger of Wang Lung’s two sons came creeping to 
the doorway upon his hands and knees. Since he had so little strength in these latter days the child at times 
had gone back to crawling as he used in his babyhood. . . .
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 5  “What is your price?” Wang Lung whispered at last. Well, there were these three children to be 
fed—the children and the old man. He and his wife could dig themselves graves in the land and lie down in 
them and sleep. Well, but here were these.

 6  And then one of the men from the city spoke, a man with one eye blind and sunken in his face, and 
unctuously he said, “My poor man, we will give you a better price than could be got in these times anywhere 
for the sake of the boy who is starving. We will give you . . .” he paused and then he said harshly, “we will give 
you a string of a hundred pence for an acre!”

 7  Wang Lung laughed bitterly. “Why, that,” he cried, “that is taking my land for a gift. Why, I pay 
twenty times that when I buy land!”

 8  “Ah, but not when you buy it from men who are starving,” said the other man from the city. He was 
a small, slight fellow with a high thin nose, but his voice came out of him unexpectedly large and coarse 
and hard.

 9  Wang Lung looked at the three of them. They were sure of him, these men! What will not a man give 
for his starving children and his old father! The weakness of surrender in him melted into an anger such as he 
had never known in his life before. He sprang up and at the men as a dog springs at an enemy.

10  “I shall never sell the land!” he shrieked at them. . . . “I will dig up the fields and feed the earth itself 
to the children and when they die I will bury them in the land, and I and my wife and my old father, even he, 
we will die on the land that has given us birth!”

 1  Based on the text evidence, which statement best reflects the contrast between Wang Lung’s 
point of view and the city men’s?

A Wang Lung thinks his uncle is heartless, but the men are sure that his uncle really does 
have Wang Lung’s best interests in mind.

B Wang Lung thinks the men are taking advantage of him, but the men believe a starving 
man has no choice but to sell.

C Wang Lung thinks that the men from the city are soft, but they are convinced that 
peasants can be easily fooled.

D Wang Lung believes that his uncle’s proposal is unreasonable, but the men believe that 
Wang Lung is uncertain and slow to make decisions.
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 2  This question has two parts. Answer Part A, and then answer Part B.

Part A

Which sentence best expresses Wang Lung’s point of view?

A He is afraid of the men who come to buy his land.

B He is certain that his land is the best in the area.

C He is grateful that his uncle is trying to help him.

D He is angry about the choice he is forced to make.

Part B

   Which sentence from the text best supports the answer in Part A?

A “He did not rise nor in any way recognize the men who had come.”

B “They looked as though they had eaten and blood still ran in their veins.”

C “Well, there were these three children to be fed—the children and the old man.”

D “. . . here they were, come to squeeze his land from him in his extremity.”

 3  Explain how the author’s background is reflected in Wang Lung’s response to the city men. 
Use at least three details from the text to support your answer.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 120.Self Check



Create a comic strip based on the story you have read or written. The following rubric and 
guidelines will inform you of what you must have.
Guidelines:
1. Your comic will need to be a minimum of 6 panels long.
2. Your comic should depict(or show us)  a scene from the story. 
3. Your comic should be illustrated based on what is happening in the scene - Characters, the 
setting, the plot should all be present in the illustration.
4. The characters should have expressions and “movement.” This helps keep the reader 
engaged with the action.
5. The characters should have dialogue (what they would say or think).

Rubric:

4 3 2 1

The Scene The Scene is 
accurately 
depicts what 
happens in the 
story.

The Scene is 
somewhat 
depicts what 
happens in the 
story.

The Scene is 
barely depicts 
what happens in 
the story..

The Scene does 
not depict any 
part of the story.

Illustration The illustration 
accurately 
shows what 
happens in the 
story.

The illustration 
somewhat 
shows what 
happens in the 
story.

The illustration 
barely shows 
what happens in 
the story.

The illustration 
does not show 
what happens in 
the story.

Action The character 
actions in the 
comic keep the 
reader fully 
engaged. 

The character 
actions in the 
comic keep the 
reader 
somewhat 
engaged.

The character 
actions in the 
comic strip 
barely keep the 
reader’s 
attention.

The character 
actions do not 
keep the reader 
attention.

Text bubbles / 
Thought bubbles
(What the 
characters say)

The bubbles 
accurately depict
the dialogue the 
character’s use 
in the scene.

The bubbles 
somewhat depict
the dialogue the 
character’s use.

The bubbles 
barely depict the
character’s 
dialogue.

There is no 
dialogue.



Name: Class:

"The Enchanted Wood" by slimmer_jimmer is licensed under CC
BY-NC-ND 2.0.

The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost is in the public domain.

The Road Not Taken
By Robert Frost

1916

Robert Frost (1874-1963) was one of the most popular and critically respected American poets in recent
history. His poems often discuss rural scenes from the New England countryside. “The Road Not Taken” is
one of Frost’s most frequently cited poems. As you read the poem, identify the imagery the speaker uses to
describe the setting.

Two roads diverged1 in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;2

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted3 wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden4 black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

[1]

[5]

[10]

[15]

[20]

1. Diverge (verb): to separate from another route or go in a different direction
2. a dense growth of shrubs and other plants, especially under trees in woodland
3. lacked
4. Tread (verb): to walk or step

1

https://www.flickr.com/photos/slimjim/4174374616


Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Using evidence from the text, explain what the “roads” symbolize in this poem.

2. Which statement best describes how the speaker’s thoughts in lines 9-12 affect the
meaning of the poem?

A. The speaker admits the roads are really the same, meaning he does not take the
road less traveled but wants his choice to seem like it matters.

B. The speaker admits the two roads are really the same, indicating that he will
grow confused with age and forget his past choices.

C. The speaker thinks both roads are actually heavily traveled, meaning that in the
end both choices would have led to full lives.

D. The speaker thinks he took the road less traveled, but is not sure if it has made
any difference in his life.

3. Which statement best describes the significance of lines 13-15 on the meaning of the
poem?

A. The speaker is not worried he made the wrong choice because he can return to
take the other road.

B. The speaker is worried he took the more traveled road and will not be able to
return to take the less traveled one.

C. The speaker understands that taking one opportunity will likely prevent him
from going back to take another.

D. The speaker believes that he will be able to take all of the opportunities
presented to him at some point in life.

4. Which of the following best describes a theme of the text?
A. Sometimes one must make a choice without knowing if it will be best and live

with the consequences.
B. There will always be decisions in life, but one can return and make the decision

differently if one makes a mistake.
C. Following one’s heart is easier than following one’s head, but since decisions

don't really matter it is best to follow one’s heart.
D. Making the most common or popular decisions ensures that one will take the

correct path through life.

2



5. Using evidence from the text, explain the impact of the speaker telling his story with a “sigh”
in line 16.

3



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In your opinion, is the speaker in the poem satisfied with his decision? Why or why not?

2. Do you think this is a poem about regret or appreciation? Explain.

3. What is an example of taking “the road less traveled”? Have you ever done this? Explain.

4. Do the decisions in your lifetime make you who you are? Can you change who you are by
making different choices? Use evidence from this poem, your own experience, or other art
and literature to answer this question.

5. In the context of this poem, can people control their own fate, or is it entirely up to destiny?
Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in
your answer.

4



Prompt: You have read Searching for Survivors (Part 3 of The Run). The story ends with 
Jeremiah noticing a cut on the girls leg. Fill out the plot diagram (Freytag’s Pyramid) to get your 
ideas of what is going to happen next on paper. After you complete the plot diagram, keep 
writing the next part of the story using diagram to keep your thoughts on track. Be sure you write
in the same point of view of the characters, keep the setting true to what is happening, and keep
the plot moving.

Searching for Survivors

   “Dennis! Dennis!” Mac sounded frantic. Dennis raced across the parking lot toward the 
gas station. 

“I’m coming, Mac!” he yelled to his friend, and burst into the store.
 Mac was at the counter. When Dennis walked in, Mac pointed to the back of the store. 
The door of the men’s bathroom was slowly creaking open. Just then the door swung wide, and 
a man appeared. The man’s hair was matted and disheveled. His clothes were ripped and dirty. 
Parts of his skin were covered in deep purple and black marks. Even from the door, Dennis 
could detect the man’s stench. He smelled like the fermented slop that they fed to pigs on the 
ranch. It was obvious that the plague had gotten this man.

The man hovered in the doorway of the bathroom, looking first at Mac and then at 
Dennis. His eyes were red and bloodshot, and they rolled around in his sockets, unable to 
focus. “Argghhh,” the man growled. Drool dripped down his chin as he stepped forward.
  “Mac,” said Dennis quietly, backing toward the front door. “Let’s get out of here.”

  Mac began edging toward the door, too, taking the bags of food and supplies with him. 
Suddenly the crazed man lurched forward and started running toward the two younger men. 
Thinking quickly, Dennis reached out to the shelves of soup beside him. He threw the cans at 
the man as hard as he could. Back when he and Mac lived on the ranch, Dennis used to throw 
stones to scare off the coyotes. He had a strong throwing arm and good aim.

  One of the cans hit the crazed man square in the face and he crumpled to the ground.
“Don’t go near the body,” said Dennis. “We don’t know if he’s contagious.”
 “Don’t worry. I’m not going anywhere near it,” said Mac. “Let’s get out of here.” They 

turned to exit when they heard another slow creak. Mac and Dennis paused. There was still 
someone else in the gas station. They turned around and saw that now the door to the women’s
bathroom was opening. Dennis picked up more cans and handed a few to Mac. They watched 
the door and readied themselves to throw the cans as soon as a target came into view.

  “Hello?” A young boy stuck his head out from the bathroom. He couldn’t have been 
more than six or seven years old. “Is it safe?” he asked.
  Mac and Dennis looked at the boy. He seemed healthy but scared.

“How long have you been in there?” asked Mac.
 “A day or two,” said the boy. “I locked myself in. I saw a group of people coming; they 

looked dangerous. So I hid. There’s no one else around anymore.”
 Dennis and Mac exchanged a look. They couldn’t leave this kid here alone to fend for 

himself. He wouldn’t last a week.
  “Grab some supplies and come with us,” said Dennis. “We’re looking for other survivors.”
  The boy followed the two young men to the truck and climbed between them. As they 



drove, Dennis and Mac learned that the boy’s name was Jeremiah. His parents had worked in 
one of the big hospitals in the city. When the plague hit, they had volunteered to help nurse the 
first victims. His parents had never come home. Jeremiah had waited a week and then tried to 
go to the hospital. No one was there. The entire building was abandoned and vacant.
 “I don’t know what happened to them,” said Jeremiah. “So I left the city on my bike. I 
rode and rode until I came to the gas station. I thought I was safe until a new group of plagued 
people showed up.”
 Dennis and Mac nodded. Who knew how many families had been ripped apart by the 
plague? The important thing now was figuring out their next step. Dennis told Mac that he had 
heard the voice of a girl on the radio. “Her name was Anna, and she was the last one alive in 
her town, Sunnydale. She was on her father’s radio kit, looking for others,” said Dennis.
 Mac looked at Dennis. “We’re going to Sunnydale, aren’t we?” he asked. Dennis 
nodded.

“And then?” asked Jeremiah.
  Mac cleared his throat. He had an idea. Mac pointed out that it was too dangerous to go 
to the cities and that they only had enough gas to drive another four hundred miles. The safest 
thing to do would be to go somewhere rural. They should head to a place where they could set 
up a strong defense. Then they could wait out the plague for a few more weeks before trying to 
find other survivors.

 Dennis thought about Mac’s plan. It made sense. “Okay,” he said. “But we look for Anna
first. We might be her only chance at survival.” In his head, Dennis could still hear the girl’s 
voice and her sobbing as she made her radio broadcast.
 The sun was setting when the truck pulled onto the main street of Sunnydale. “How will 
we find her?” asked Mac. “We can’t just knock on every door in this town.”
  Dennis was fiddling with the radio again. “Let’s see if we can hear her,” he said. “Maybe 
she’ll say her address.” The static cleared, and there again was Anna’s voice. She was still 
broadcasting.
  “Is anyone there? Anyone liste—”
  Suddenly, Anna’s voice stopped. The young men heard a pounding on the door in the 
background. There was a crash and then sounds of a struggle. Dennis gripped the wheel so 
hard that his knuckles turned white. They were too late.
  “Look!” cried Jeremiah. On the main street, the doors to one of the houses had opened. 
A teenage girl was running out. She looked terrified, but not like the wild members of the swarm.
Something else came out of the house, chasing her.
  “Jump in the truck!” screamed Mac. The girl ran and leapt into the back of the truck, and
Dennis hit the accelerator. There was a howl of frustration from the plagued person as his victim
escaped. 
  “Uh-oh,” said Jeremiah. “That doesn’t look good.” He pointed to the girl’s leg. The 
zombie had cut a long gash in her shin. The wound was already turning dark purple.

Prompt: You have read Searching for Survivors (Part 3 of The Run). The story ends with 
Jeremiah noticing a cut on the girls leg. Fill out the plot diagram (Freytag’s Pyramid) to get your 
ideas of what is going to happen next on paper. After you complete the plot diagram, keep 



writing the next part of the story using diagram to keep your thoughts on track. Be sure you write
in the same point of view of the characters, keep the setting true to what is happening, and keep
the plot moving.
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Why tough times can create better neighbors

Image 1. Flavia, who is 8 years old, and her mother, Silvia, put a banner reading "Everything will be alright" on the balcony of their apartment
in Rome, Italy, March 13, 2020. Photo: Alessandra Tarantino/AP Photo

In a neighborhood in Boston, Massachusetts, residents came from their apartments for a flash

mob on March 14. The neighbors waved to each other and joined in singing the Beatles song "Let it

Be." One of the residents, a professional musician, played for a sing-along of another song.

During their show, they stayed more than 6 feet apart because of COVID-19, (short for coronavirus

disease 2019). The coronavirus is a flu-like illness that began in China and has been spreading

across the globe since December 2019.

The activity not only brought community members to their feet to dance, it brought many to tears.

Similar scenes are playing out in neighborhoods around the world quarantined because of

coronavirus. In Wuhan, China, blocks of apartment buildings chanted, "Keep up the fight." In

Italy, people on lockdown lean out of windows and balconies with tambourines and accordions to

sing. On March 14, people in Spain began clapping together to cheer health care workers.

Reaching Out To Strangers

By Christian Science Monitor, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.19.20
Word Count 853
Level 980L
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As the practice of "social distancing" burgeons, people are finding ways to meet even though they

can't meet face-to-face. Social distancing is the practice of keeping away from crowds and public

places to slow down the spread of a disease. They're using video calling and social network

connections. However, people aren't just staying in touch with friends and family. The global crisis

has brought a sense of shared humanity that's causing people to reach out to their communities. In

the middle of the outbreak, there is kindness among strangers.

"In times of great stress, helping others is a powerful

way to reassert control in a moment where many of us

feel helpless," said Jamil Zaki. He is the author of

"The War for Kindness: Building Empathy in a

Fractured World." "Kindness toward others actually

can be a great source of healing."

One of the ways that millions of people are being kind

to others is by staying away. They are practicing social

distancing. For many, the motivation is that they want

to protect others. There are models for that impulse,

said Jill Suttie, a psychologist at the Greater Good

Science Center at the University of California,

Berkeley. A study demonstrated the most effective

way for hospitals to motivate health care professionals

to wash their hands isn't by noting the importance of

protecting themselves from disease. It's stressing how

it protects patients.

To be sure, not everyone is acting kindly. Fights have

broken out in supermarkets over the last remaining

item on a shelf. Some are hoarding hand sanitizer,

face masks and toilet paper. Many ignored pleas to

practice social distancing, gathering at restaurants and other public places. In response, governors

in several states shut down restaurants except for delivery and takeout.

Kindness Can Go Viral, Too

Even so, instances of selflessness have become common. Professional basketball players have

donated money to cover the salaries of arena workers affected by the suspension of the season.

Other acts of kindness include providing food for children who are out of school.

Witnessing acts of kindness inspires others, said Zaki. He is a psychologist at Stanford University

in California. In 2016, he published an article in Scientific American, "Kindness Contagion," that

included findings of studies about how people "catch" generosity from others. This desire to help

others intensifies during times of crisis. It crosses lanes of class, race and other divisions.

For example, when Germans began retreating behind closed doors earlier in March, Molly Wilson

realized she didn't know the elderly people in her Berlin neighborhood. Wilson and a neighbor

posted flyers on mailboxes and trash cans on their street. Their notes offered to go shopping for

those who felt unable to go outside.
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Wilson also posted her note on Twitter to inspire others. "We need to do something off-line in

order to let old people know that it's OK to reach out for help."

When in-person activity is limited, technology can help. People are using social media platforms to

post offers to help strangers. For example, Jerry Xu, a tech professional in San Francisco,

California, used the app NextDoor to volunteer his services. NextDoor connects members to others

in their area. 

Beyond Offering A Cup Of Sugar

To Marc Dunkelman, author of "The Vanishing Neighbor," these responses to the coronavirus

crisis contrast with normal times. Most people's acquaintances resemble a model like the rings of

Saturn. The innermost bands represent the closest connections. Each outer loop becomes more

distant. 

Over the past 50 years, people have spent more time on close friends and family. People have also

spent more time in the outermost rings. Those include online acquaintances they don't know but

with whom they share interests such as sports, hobbies or politics.

People have largely let go of rings in the middle, said Dunkelman. Those are the rings including

neighbors and groups such as bowling leagues or Boy Scouts. 

Now the coronavirus offers the opportunity for greater local connection.
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Quiz

1 Which sentence in the section "Beyond Offering A Cup Of Sugar" BEST supports the conclusion that technology has changed
our social circles?

(A) Most people's acquaintances resemble a model like the rings of Saturn.

(B) Over the past 50 years, people have spent more time on close friends and family.

(C) Those include online acquaintances they don't know but with whom they share interests such as sports,
hobbies or politics.

(D) Now the coronavirus offers the opportunity for greater local connection.

2 Which sentence from the article shows Wilson's main opinion about how people should act during the coronavirus crisis?

(A) Other acts of kindness include providing food for children who are out of school.

(B) In 2016, he published an article in Scientific American, "Kindness Contagion," that included findings of
studies about how people "catch" generosity from others.

(C) For example, when Germans began retreating behind closed doors earlier in March, Molly Wilson
realized she didn't know the elderly people in her Berlin neighborhood.

(D) "We need to do something off-line in order to let old people know that it's OK to reach out for help."

3 What is the MOST likely reason the author included the singalong in Boston?

(A) to introduce the idea that people are finding new ways to stay connected

(B) to explain how social distancing can prevent the spread of the coronavirus

(C) to show that Americans were inspired by community events in Italy

(D) to demonstrate the effects of governors shutting down restaurants

4 Read the following selection.

A study demonstrated the most effective way for hospitals to motivate health care professionals
to wash their hands isn't by noting the importance of protecting themselves from disease. It's
stressing how it protects patients.

Why did the author include this idea?

(A) to introduce the idea that hand washing is the best way for people to stay healthy

(B) to provide evidence that people are often influenced by their desire to help others

(C) to emphasize that social distancing is only one part of preventing the spread of coronavirus

(D) to show how health care professionals can stay safe during the coronavirus outbreak



Word List:  astute, authentic, delicacy, derogatory, devour, figment, mythical, plumage, 
predatory, prior, scavenge, slaughter, solitude, ungainly, vulnerable

Part 1:  Read the article closely - (3 times) one time straight through, one time for vocabulary 
and context clues and another time to take other notes.  You are to take notes ( TBox) on the 
following:  vocabulary and context clues, central idea and how the central idea is developed, 
text structure for each paragraph, author’s purpose, and how the author refines (develops or 
explains) key ideas or concepts.  

The Last Dodo
If someone called you a “dodo” you would probably be insulted.  It is a derogatory term 

that describes someone who is not very astute.  The English word comes from the Portuguese 
doudo, which means “a foolish person.”  Dodo was the name Portuguese settlers gave to a 
large bird that inhabited the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. Some people think of the 
dodo as a mythical creature, but it was a real bird, and its story is a sad one.

For thousands of years, until the island of Mauritius was discovered by Portuguese 
sailors in 1507, this odd-looking bird lived in peaceful solitude.  Because there were no 
predatory animals on the island, it had long since lost the ability to fly.  And since it had no 
natural enemies, it was very trusting and made no attempt to flee when approached by humans.
Because of this, the Portuguese considered the bird stupid and gave it the name by which we 
know it--the dodo.

Even if it had been less trusting of humans, the dodo would still have been vulnerable 
because it was too fat and ungainly to run very fast.  The settlers on the island found that 
dodos, although a little tough, were good to eat and slaughtered them in large numbers.  
Domesticated animals brought to the island by the settlers added to the dodos’ problems.  The 
female dodo laid a single large white egg, which it deposited on the ground, usually in a tuft of 
grass.  Prior to the arrival of the first settlers, the eggs had lain undisturbed until they hatched.  
To the dogs that now roamed the island, these eggs were a delicacy, so the dogs scavenged 
the island and devoured any dodo eggs they found.  The dodo was last seen alive in 1681, and
none is believed to have survived after that date.

As time passed, people began to wonder if the dodo had ever existed.  Drawings done 
by artists who had visited Mauritius showed a bird somewhat larger than a swan, with a long 
neck, a large head, an enormous black bill, and a short, tufty tail.  Its plumage was grayish in 
color over most of its body and white on its breast.  Most people who saw these pictures thought
that such an odd-looking creature must be a figment of the artist’s imagination; at that time, 
there was no way of knowing whether they provided an authentic record of an actual creature. 

Then, in 1889, a large number of dodo bones were discovered in a swamp on Mauritius. 
Several skeletons were reconstructed from them and later displayed in museums in London and
Paris.  They are all that remain of these odd-looking but rather lovable bird.    

Part 2:  Answer each of the following questions in the form of a sentence.  If a 
question does not contain a vocabulary word from the Word List, use one of the words in



your answers.  Use each word only once.  Questions and answers will then contain all 
fifteen words(or forms of the words).  You must use complete sentences and detailed 
answers.

1. What was it about the dodo’s nature that made it easy to catch?
2.What was it about the dodo’s physical condition that made it easy to catch?
3.What other names of birds are derogatory when applied to humans?
4. How was the existence of the dodo authenticated?
5. What did the Portuguese think of the dodo’s intelligence?
6. What is the meaning of delicacy as it is used in the passage?
7. What color were the feathers of a dodo?
8. What is the meaning of devoured as it is used in the passage?
9. Why did many people believe the dodo to be a figment of the artist’s imagination?
10.What did many people come to think about the dodo before the discovery of the 
bones?
11.What is the meaning of slaughtered as it is used in the passage?

Part 3:  One page reflection (size 12 Times New Roman, Double Space or use lined 
notebook paper ) Last, you will summarize the article as well as your notes by organizing your 
notes into sections.  It should be a reflective analysis not just a restating of facts from the article.
In your reflection, you should include how archaeologists play an important role in the discovery 
of our history.
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"Mature Salmon" by Cheryl Q. is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

Genetically Modified Salmon: Food or
'Frankenfish'?

By Monique Conrod
2014

Advancements in genetics have made it possible to grow plants that taste better, resist certain bacteria, or
have a longer shelf-life at the supermarket. In fact, many fruits and vegetables that you find at the store
have been genetically modified, meaning scientists have altered the plant's genes so that they will grow to
have more beneficial qualities. Over the past few decades, a new company called AquaBounty Technologies
has been developing a genetically modified animal — a salmon that grows twice as fast as regular salmon.
As you read, take notes on both sides of the argument, and form your own opinion on whether genetically
modified salmon should be approved as food.

A company called AquaBounty Technologies has
created a new type of salmon that grows twice as
fast as regular salmon. Now it wants permission
to sell the salmon as food.

But many people, including some scientists, say
the company should not be allowed to farm or
sell the salmon until we know more about the
possible effects it could have on the environment
and on human health.

The controversial fish, called the AquAdvantage
salmon, has been genetically modified. That
means some of its DNA has been artificially altered. (DNA is the information stored in the cells of an
organism that determines the characteristics of that organism.)

The salmon is also “transgenic,” which means genetic material from a different type of organism has
been artificially added to the salmon’s DNA.

About 25 years ago, a group of Canadian scientists wanted to create a strain of salmon that could
survive in fish farms in the cold water off New Brunswick. They took genetic material from Chinook
salmon and from an eel-like fish called the ocean pout and injected it into the eggs of an Atlantic
salmon.

The result was a fast-growing fish that looks and tastes like a regular farmed Atlantic salmon. Some
people call it a “super salmon,” while others call it “Frankenfish,” after the fictional monster created by
Dr. Frankenstein.

In the early 1990s, the scientists teamed up with a U.S. company that wanted to produce the eggs
commercially and sell them to fish farmers. But they faced a major obstacle: no government had ever
approved a genetically modified (GM) animal as food.

[1]

[5]
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The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), which regulates food in the United States, studied the
salmon for several years. In 2010, they decided that the salmon was safe to eat and would have “no
significant impact” on the environment — as long as it was raised in special facilities and could not
accidentally be released into rivers or oceans.

But so many people objected that the FDA decided to reconsider its decision. They asked for
comments from the public and received more than 35,000 responses. The FDA is still considering these
comments and has not yet announced whether it will allow the salmon to be sold as food for humans.1

In November 2013, the Canadian government gave AquaBounty Technologies permission to produce
its transgenic salmon eggs at a hatchery in Prince Edward Island.

The fish live in special tanks inside the hatchery, and there are several filters and barriers designed to
make sure transgenic salmon do not enter the natural environment. These fish are used to produce
eggs that are then sent to a fish farm in Panama, in Central America, where they will grow to full size.

For now, the full-grown fish are buried in a pit near the fish farm because they cannot be sold for food.

Ron Stotish is the CEO (head) of AquaBounty Technologies. His company has conducted many
experiments to show that the fish are not harmful to humans. They have spent a lot of money trying to
get the salmon approved as human food.

He says the transgenic salmon look and taste just like regular Atlantic salmon, but because they grow
so fast, they are ready to eat in 18 months instead of 36 months. And since the salmon are farmed, the
supply is predictable and won’t run out.

Stotish argues that raising transgenic salmon for food would actually be good for the environment
because it would prevent the destruction of natural resources. He claims it might even end world
hunger.

But many people disagree with Stotish and his plans to sell the salmon as food. They say there is not
enough information available yet to know whether transgenic fish could be harmful to humans or to
the environment.

One group in Prince Edward Island, called the Coalition for a GE-Free PEI, has organized public
meetings and demonstrations against the hatchery.

Another group, called Ecojustice, has asked the Federal Court to review the government’s decision to
let AquaBounty produce GM eggs in PEI. They say the government did not have all the necessary
information — like whether GM salmon could be harmful to the natural ecosystem and put wild
salmon at risk if it escaped into the environment — before making the decision.

Ecojustice also says the government should have allowed members of the public to express their
opinions about the hatchery. They are still waiting to find out if the court will review the decision.

[10]

[15]

1. At the time this news article was published, AquaBounty Technologies was still fighting for the FDA to approve the
salmon to be sold as food. After more research studies and much debate, the FDA officially approved "super salmon"
for sale in the U.S. in late 2015. However, because it was so controversial, President Obama put forth a bill that
would require the salmon to be labeled as genetically modified before it could actually be sold in stores.
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“Genetically Modified Salmon: Food or 'Frankenfish'?” from Teaching Kids News, © 2014, Monique Conrod. Reprinted with permission, all
rights reserved.

Meanwhile, Canadians may already be eating GM food without realizing it. Genetically modified
versions of tomatoes, corn, soya, canola, squash, milk products and other foods are grown and sold in
North America.

Many of these are used as ingredients in other food products. While some countries require
manufacturers to say on the label whether a product contains genetically modified ingredients, Canada
does not.

[20]

3



[RI.2]

[RI.1]

[RI.3]

[RI.5]

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following statements best describes a central idea of the text?
A. AquAdvantage salmon is proven to have health risks that regular Atlantic

salmon does not.
B. AquAdvantage salmon has DNA from other fish that lets it grow faster and in

different conditions than regular Atlantic salmon.
C. AquAdvantage is cheaper to produce than regular Atlantic salmon, although it is

more expensive to house in artificial tanks.
D. AquAdvantage salmon uses DNA from other fish to grow faster than regular

Atlantic salmon, but it does not grow as large.

2. PART B: Which paragraph from the article best supports the answer to Part A?
A. Paragraph 3
B. Paragraph 7
C. Paragraph 14
D. Paragraph 15

3. In the article, what causes conflict between the American public and the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)?

A. The FDA never asked the public for its thoughts on approving transgenic salmon
as food.

B. The FDA ignored the public’s comments on the FDA’s approval of transgenic
salmon as food.

C. The FDA denied its approval of transgenic salmon as food after listening to
public concerns.

D. The FDA temporarily reversed its approval of transgenic salmon as food after
listening to public concerns.

4. Which statement best describes how paragraphs 20-21 contribute to the reader’s
understanding of genetically modified food?

A. They show why shoppers have been happy to buy genetically modified plants
but not animals.

B. They show why manufacturers should include warnings that a food has been
genetically modified.

C. They show that people already eat genetically modified plant food without any
issues or protest.

D. They show that the FDA did not take people’s complaints about approving
genetically modified animals for food seriously.

4



[RI.6]5. How does the author convey multiple points of view on transgenic salmon in the
article? Cite evidence from the text in your answer.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Based on what you have learned in science class, what might happen if AquaAdvantage
Salmon were released into the wild? List all of the possible effects.

2. In your opinion, should the new salmon be approved as food? Explain your position.

3. Should the government require a label for genetically modified food? Why or why not?

4. Is it important that the Canadian government and the United States FDA come to the same
conclusion about genetically modified salmon? Why or why not?

5. Advancements in genetics have made it possible for humans to design new organisms with
more desirable characteristics. Some people worry that this technology could be taken too
far. Others argue that we should embrace the new technology. Take a stand, and
summarize your position.

6





One Pager Direct ions 
A one pager is a way to visually share key ideas and information 
from what you have learned. When you create a one pager, you 
are trying to use both visual symbols and important words to 
clearly and concisely share your most important takeaways with 
someone else.  
 
For this one pager, I’ve provided you with a template.  
 
Here’s what it MUST INCLUDE: 
•  A border of key quotations from the text 
•  The top half should focus on symbolism and themes from 

the text, including both words and images.  
•  The bottom half should focus on key characters from the text 

and how they develop, change, and interact. It should also 
include both words and images.  

 
You may also add other symbols, drawings, and words that 
represent the reading as you wish.  
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3L1: Analyzing the Development of Central Ideas

Part 1: Introduction

Theme: Careers

As you read, do you wonder what the author is trying to tell you in the text? Try to figure out 
the central idea, or the most important point an author is trying to make about the topic. 
The central idea emerges, or is revealed, by specific details. Sometimes a central idea may be 
stated directly, but more often it is implied. Then you must figure it out by analyzing the 
supporting details. These facts, examples, reasons, and other pieces of information shape 
and refine the central idea. Shaping and refining ideas are how writers develop ideas.

Examine the cartoon below. Think about the central idea and its supporting details.

Paleontologists search for fossils that reveal
more about creatures that lived in the past.

What central idea is shown? Circle parts of the picture and caption that support the 
central idea.

Study the web below that shows the central idea of the picture and details that support it.

Central Idea

Paleontologists help us learn about dinosaurs and our past.

Supporting Detail Supporting Detail

The dinosaur bones show the shapes of 
creatures from the past.

Studying fossils reveals clues about creatures 
that lived in the past.

As a good reader, make sure you figure out how the supporting details work together to 
shape and refine the central idea in the text. This will help you understand each important 
point the author wants to make. 

Lesson 1
Analyzing the Development of 
Central Ideas

MS CCRS RI.7.2: Determine a central idea 
of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped 
and refined by specific details. . . .



Lesson 1Part 2: Modeled Instruction
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Genre: Social Studies Account

Deep-Sea Treasure Hunters by Ramona Rivera

 Deep-sea diving is a dangerous but fascinating activity. Some people dive for fun or sport, and 
some make a career out of hunting for sunken treasure. These types of career divers fall into one 
of two categories: those who want to study their discoveries and those who want to sell the 
treasures they find.

 The divers who study sunken treasures are concerned with preservation of the sites. These 
divers often locate, map, and study shipwrecks. When they find a site, the divers are interested in 
using the information that the treasure provides to form a story about the ship that wrecked. By 
studying artifacts such coins or jewelry found at a site, these divers learn many things about the 
lives of the ship’s passengers. They also learn more about the cargo and the daily lives of the 
sailors aboard the ship. Sometimes they even learn why the ship sank.

(continued)

Read the first two paragraphs of an account about deep-sea divers.

Explore how to answer these questions: “What is the central idea of paragraph 2? What specific details 
are given to support it?”

The author describes two career paths: deep-sea treasure diving for money, and deep-sea treasure 
diving for gathering information. Which career path is described in paragraph 2? How do the details 
help you learn more about it?

Study the account to figure out the central idea and supporting details in paragraph 2. Then 
complete the idea web below. Add more supporting details if necessary.

Central Idea

The goal of some deep-sea divers is to . . . 

Supporting Detail Supporting Detail

The divers study artifacts, like jewelry and coins.

Work in a group and compare your web with your classmates’. Are your supporting details similar? 
Discuss how you chose each detail. Revise your web as needed, but remember that your answers can 
vary from your classmates’ and still be correct.



Lesson 1Part 3: Guided Instruction
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Show Your Thinking

Continue reading about deep-sea treasure hunters. Use the Close 
Reading and the Hint to help you answer the question.

Circle the correct answer.

Which sentence provides a supporting detail for the idea that we must 
respect the oceans and their treasures?
A Some divers spend a lot of time searching for sunken treasures.
B Deep-sea diving involves a great deal of physical training. 
C Divers must identify sites that are legal before they collect artifacts. 
D Profit is the main motivation for some deep-sea divers.

Hint
Which choice explains 
more about the central 
idea you circled?

  Explain how the supporting details given by the author develop the central idea about divers 
searching for profit. 

   

   

   

   

  With a partner, discuss details about each of the two careers described in the account. Then analyze 
the author’s statement in the concluding sentence of the account. How does it connect to the 
central idea of the whole account?

 The deep-sea divers pursuing profit must carefully research their 
sites to make sure it is legal to take artifacts from the location. They 
must also take measures to preserve the artifacts so that they don’t 
corrode and lose value once they are recovered. For these deep-sea 
divers, the measure of their success is the dollar value of the 
treasure they find.

 Whether deep-sea divers wish to study treasure or collect it, divers 
must obey the laws, dive in teams, and be careful at all times. We 
must respect the power and mystery of our oceans if we hope to 
uncover their many hidden treasures.

The author mentions two 
central ideas in these 
paragraphs. Circle the 
first central idea and 
underline the second 
central idea.

Close Reading (continued from page 4)



Lesson 1
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Genre: Biography

Read the biography. Use the Study Buddy and Close Reading to guide your reading.

Commander Suni Williams  

by Margo Carlin

1  As 5-year-old Sunita “Suni” Williams watched Neil Armstrong’s 
fascinating moon walk on television, she thought, “That’s what I 
would like to do.” While she never thought of moon walking as a 
realistic career goal, Williams’ story proves that we can’t always 
know where our path is going to lead us. If we believe in ourselves, 
though, we’ll end up in the right place.

2  Williams’ career path was far from predictable. She says she 
was just an “okay” high school student. Because her brother had 
gone to the U.S. Naval Academy, she was drawn there, too. 

3  Williams graduated from the Naval Academy and trained to 
become a Navy helicopter test pilot. Listening to a former 
astronaut talk about flying a helicopter as preparation for flying a 
moon lander, a light bulb went on in Williams’s head. It dawned 
on her that her helicopter training could be her ticket to space. 
She realized: “The only one who’s telling me I’m not going to be 
an astronaut is me.”

4  Williams eventually trained to become a member of the 
International Space Station crew, where she served as flight 
engineer and set a new record for women in space. Another first: 
She “ran” the Boston Marathon—on a space station treadmill.

5  Williams believes there is a message for young people in 
learning about the twists and turns that led to her space station 
adventure. “Maybe you want something, but you get something 
else. But if you make the best of it, things sorta work out.”

What does Suni say 
about why she hadn’t yet 
become an astronaut? 
Underline the quote in 
paragraph 3.

Close Reading

Which choice matches 
one of the central ideas 
from the previous page?

Hints

As I read, I’ll think about 
the central ideas the 
author is telling me 
about Suni Williams. Why 
is she famous? What 
details about her life 
does the author want 
to share?

Reread paragraph 1. Find 
and star (*) a sentence 
that gives a central idea 
about Suni Williams. 
Then underline 
sentences with details 
that support this idea.
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Which sentence best captures a central idea of the biography?

A Career paths are not always easy to identify and follow.

B Suni Williams did not face any difficult challenges in her career.

C The career path chosen by Suni Williams was very predictable.

D People should never change their career path.

2  Which sentence from the biography best captures a second central 
idea of the text?

A “She says she was just an “okay” high school student.”

B “It dawned on her that her helicopter training could be her ticket 
to space.”

C ““The only one who’s telling me I’m not going to be an astronaut 
is me.””

D “Williams eventually trained to become a member of the 
International Space Station crew, where she served as flight 
engineer and set a new record for women in space.”

3  Describe one central idea about Suni Williams’ life. List at least three 
specific details from the text that shape this idea.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Commander Suni Williams  

by Margo Carlin

1  As 5-year-old Sunita “Suni” Williams watched Neil Armstrong’s 
fascinating moon walk on television, she thought, “That’s what I 
would like to do.” While she never thought of moon walking as a 
realistic career goal, Williams’ story proves that we can’t always 
know where our path is going to lead us. If we believe in ourselves, 
though, we’ll end up in the right place.

2  Williams’ career path was far from predictable. She says she 
was just an “okay” high school student. Because her brother had 
gone to the U.S. Naval Academy, she was drawn there, too. 

3  Williams graduated from the Naval Academy and trained to 
become a Navy helicopter test pilot. Listening to a former 
astronaut talk about flying a helicopter as preparation for flying a 
moon lander, a light bulb went on in Williams’s head. It dawned 
on her that her helicopter training could be her ticket to space. 
She realized: “The only one who’s telling me I’m not going to be 
an astronaut is me.”

4  Williams eventually trained to become a member of the 
International Space Station crew, where she served as flight 
engineer and set a new record for women in space. Another first: 
She “ran” the Boston Marathon—on a space station treadmill.

5  Williams believes there is a message for young people in 
learning about the twists and turns that led to her space station 
adventure. “Maybe you want something, but you get something 
else. But if you make the best of it, things sorta work out.”

What does Suni say 
about why she hadn’t yet 
become an astronaut? 
Underline the quote in 
paragraph 3.

Close Reading

Which choice matches 
one of the central ideas 
from the previous page?

Hints

Which central idea did 
you choose in the second 
Close Reading activity? 

Which sentence tells 
something about Williams 
not believing in herself?
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Part 5: Independent Practice

Read the biography about a famous dancer. Then answer the questions that follow.

Martha Graham: Modern Dance Innovator
by Eva Milner

 1  In the world of dance, Martha Graham is a giant. A true innovator, it was she who led the way into  
the brave new world of modern dance, leaving behind the constraints of classical ballet. Through her work as a 
dancer, choreographer, and teacher, Martha has inspired both audiences and generations of dance students. Her 
institute, the Martha Graham Dance Company, has produced some of the finest dancers in the world today.

 2  Martha Graham was born in 1894 in a small town near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Her father was a 
doctor who specialized in nervous disorders. He was interested in how illnesses and disorders could be 
revealed through the way a patient’s body moved. Martha also believed in the body’s ability to express what is 
inside. She would channel this belief through dance, not medicine, however.

 3  Martha was an athletic child, but it wasn’t until after seeing the ballet dancer Ruth St. Denis in her 
teens that she became interested in dance. Martha was so inspired by the performance that she enrolled at an 
arts college where she studied theater and dance. After graduating in 1916, she joined the Denishawn School,  
a dance company founded by Ruth St. Denis and Ted Shawn to teach both American dance and world dance. 

 4  Though Martha began her eight years at Denishawn as a student, it wasn’t long before she became a 
teacher and one of the school’s best-known performers. It was during this time that Martha costarred with Ted 
Shawn in “Xochital,” a duet that Ted created specifically for Martha. In this ballet, Martha played the role of an 
Aztec maiden attacked by an Aztec emperor. Her wildly emotional performance brought her critical acclaim. 

 5  By 1923, however, Martha felt ready to try new things. She took a job dancing in a vaudeville show in 
New York City. Here Martha had the opportunity to create her own dances. While there was some room for 
creativity, she still had to please the audience. Soon she longed for someplace she could take her experimental 
dance techniques even further. Her search led her to a job teaching at the Eastman School of Music, where she 
had complete control over her classes and the dance program. This was her chance to truly experiment. 

 6  Martha felt that classical ballet focused too much on fluidity and grace and ignored deeper, darker 
emotions and themes. At Eastman, Martha began to use jerky, trembling movements and falls to express ideas 
and feelings. She developed a fresh, new method of muscle control she called “contraction and release.” 
Through this method, a dancer creates movement by first contracting a muscle and then allowing the 
movement to flow as the muscle relaxes. This method of muscle control gives the dancer’s motions a hard, 
angular look. This was a big change from the dance style found in classical ballet.

 7  Audiences did not always appreciate Martha’s style. They were used to the more graceful, flowing 
motions of ballet dancers, and Martha’s choppy, angular style was shocking to them. Many reviewers 
criticized her for dancing in an “ugly” way. During her first performance in Paris, she and her dancers were 
booed by the audience.  

 8  In 1926, Martha formed her own dance company, the now-famous Martha Graham School for 
Contemporary Dance. She brought in several of her students from the Eastman school and also began 
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Part 5: Independent Practice

working with Louis Horst, the musical director from her days at Denishawn. Under Horst’s influence, Martha 
began to use music by modern composers, rather than music from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
This was yet another way in which Martha’s work departed from classical ballet.

 9  Many of Martha’s dances explored emotional and psychological themes. One example is her solo 
piece “Lamentation.” In this dance, a grieving figure sits alone on a bench and moves to a mournful piano 
score. The dancer wears a tube of stretchy, purple fabric. Only the dancer’s head, hands, and feet show. The 
movements of the dancer’s body within the fabric create a sort of moving sculpture. The dancer represents the 
raw emotions of grief.

10  Martha was also interested in exploring social issues and political themes. Her dance “Deep Song” 
was a statement about the Civil War in Spain, and “Chronicle” looked at the menace of fascism and war 
in Europe. This second dance was created the same year Martha had turned down an invitation to the 
1936 Olympic Games being held in Germany. Both the dance itself and her refusal to attend the games 
expressed Martha’s integrity and desire to highlight important political issues.

11  Martha Graham’s career spanned her entire life. Health issues forced her to quit dancing at the 
age of 76, but she continued teaching and creating works until her death in 1991. In her lifetime, she created 
181 masterpieces of dance, which continue to inspire dancers and audiences alike. 

Answer the questions.

 1  Which sentence best supports the central idea that Martha Graham was an innovator?

A “While there was some room for creativity, she still had to please the audience.”

B “Her search led her to a job teaching at the Eastman School of Music, where she had 
complete control over her classes and the dance program.”

C “She developed a fresh, new method of muscle control she called ‘contraction and 
release.’”

D “In 1926, Martha formed her own dance company, the now-famous Martha Graham 
School for Contemporary Dance.”
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Part 5: Independent Practice

 2  This question has two parts. First answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A

What is a central idea of the passage?

A Classical ballet focused on flowing, graceful movements.

B Martha’s dance style was very different from classical ballet.

C A performance by Ruth St. Denis inspired Martha to dance. 

D Louis Horst was the musical director at Denishawn.

Part B

Which three details from the passage best support the central idea?

A Martha’s institute produced some of the world’s best dancers.

B Martha taught both American dance and world dance. 

C Martha inspired generations of dance students. 

D Martha incorporated jerky, angular movements.

E Martha used music by modern composers.

F Martha’s dance explored emotional themes.

 3  Describe the central idea of paragraphs 9 and 10. Identify at least two specific details the 
author used to develop that central idea. How is the central idea shaped, refined, or changed 
by details over the course of the text?

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 2.Self Check
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Part 1: Introduction

Theme: Setting a New Course

Think back to your childhood. What life lesson did you learn from stories such as “Little Red 
Riding Hood” or “Snow White”? Here’s a hint: They both have the same theme, or main 
message, which is “Good wins out over evil.” 

In a story, a theme emerges, or is revealed. It is then shaped and refined, or developed, by 
specific details in the text.

Study the image and headline below. Think about the theme they suggest.

Bobcat Bulletin

Bobcat 

Bulletin

Daily Practice and Encouragement Transform

Struggling Team into League Champions!

Issue 20

Circle the most important words in the headline. Then read the chart below to see how 
organizing details can help you figure out the message of the illustration.

Events Theme

Beginning of Season The team struggles.

Hard work and the support of 
others leads to success.

End of Season The team succeeds.

Reason for Change from 
Beginning to End of Season

The coaches encouraged  the 
team to practice  more and  
work hard.

Just as a winning team develops over time, an author develops a theme over the course of the 
story. As you read, note clues such as how characters change or how story events develop to 
help you identify the theme, or lesson about life, that the author is trying to share.

Determining Theme
Lesson 7 MS CCRS RL.7.2: Determine a theme or 

central idea of a text and analyze in detail 
its development over the course of the 
text . . .



Lesson 7Part 2: Modeled Instruction

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L7: Determining Theme62

Genre: Realistic Fiction

Read the first two paragraphs of a story about how a boy named Mick deals with a difficult situation.

Explore how to answer this question: “What theme is emerging in this part of the story?”

Mick’s feelings and observations about the other boys’ actions offer clues about the theme. 

Find specific details that tell how Mick thinks and feels, some of which are shown in the chart below. 
Add details from the text, and complete the chart.

Point in Story Important  Events
Character’s Words,  Actions, 

and Feelings Theme

Beginning Aaron  demands  Jake’s 
lunch  money.

Mick watches Aaron pick  on 
Jake. Mick feels that the 
 situation is okay because 
 everyone picks on Jake.

Middle Jake is standing up to 
Aaron.

A Different Day by Rachel O’Meara

 “Hand over your lunch money, kid!”  

 Mick stopped daydreaming and looked in the direction of the voice. In front of him was an 
all-too-familiar scene. Aaron was picking on Jake, just as he did every day at recess. But that was 
okay with Mick, because at least Aaron was not picking on him. It was also fine because everyone 
picked on Jake—that was just how things were around here, the accepted norm. In fact, every 
school Mick had ever attended had had a kid like Jake—someone who was an obvious target, easy 
to tease and bully. 

 Today was different, though, because Jake was standing tall, acting brave, and trying to stick up 
for himself. Aaron responded by getting nastier and louder as he hurled insults at Jake. He pushed 
forward, forcing Jake backwards and jabbing him in the chest. Jake looked terrified, and Mick 
could see that Jake’s lips were stretched thin as he tried not to let anyone see he was close to 
yelling for help—or worse, sobbing. But to Mick’s surprise, Jake still wasn’t backing down.

(continued)
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Show Your Thinking

Continue reading the story. Use the Close Reading and the Hint to help 
you answer the question.

Circle the correct answer.

Which statement best states a theme of the story?
A Only someone who has been bullied can understand bullying.
B It’s best to stay out of trouble and never get involved.
C It’s important to take a stand against bullies.
D Bullying will always be a problem that affects many teenagers.

Hint
Think about how Mick 
changes over the course 
of the story. Which choice 
best sums up the lesson 
you learn about life?

  Look at the answer you chose above. Tell which specific details in the story led you to choose that 
sentence as the theme.

     

     

  With a partner, take turns summarizing the story. Then discuss which story events shape and refine 
the story’s theme.

  As he watched from a few feet away, Mick slowly began to fill 
with anger toward Aaron and compassion for Jake. What was 
happening wasn’t right, and somebody ought to do something.  But, 
on the other hand, Aaron was a nasty character. And when dealing 
with someone like that, it might be best to lie low and not interfere.

 “Hand it over! Now!” insisted Aaron impatiently.

 Aaron faked a swipe at Jake, and then laughed loudly when Jake 
jumped back and cringed. The laughter was even crueler and more 
hurtful than the words. Today is different, thought Mick, and he 
forced his feet toward the conflict.

 “Not today, Aaron,” shouted Mick. “Leave Jake alone!” 

In the first part of the 
story, Mick only watches 
Aaron’s interactions with 
Jake. In the second part 
of the story, Mick’s 
feelings change. 
Underline the sentence 
that describes when Mick 
takes action. 

Close Reading (continued from page 62)



Lesson 7

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L7: Determining Theme64
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Genre: Realistic Fiction

Read the story. Use the Study Buddy and the Close Reading to guide your reading.

The author includes 
specific details to help 
me understand what kind 
of person Laila is. I’m 
going to underline clues 
that tell me something 
about her.

The Substitute by Bailey Sebastian 

1  When Laila walked into math class on Thursday, the room was 
in an uproar. Although the students usually took their seats 
immediately and opened their books quietly, today they were 
gathered in groups, chatting loudly, and laughing.

2  Laila stopped just inside the doorway, but then quickly spotted 
the reason for the change. Instead of Ms. Vasquez, a rather short, 
older gentleman with glasses perched crookedly on his nose 
stood at the front of the class. Laila did a double-take—the man 
was her neighbor, Mr. Marrero! She and her family had gone to 
pay their respects after his wife had passed away last year, and 
she remembered him telling an amazing story about surviving an 
emergency landing during a transcontinental flight.

3  “Hey, Laila, wasn’t Teen Idol awesome last night?” yelled Jason.

4  “Y-yeah,” stammered Laila. Jason didn’t usually talk to Laila. 
The popular kids just wrote her off as “that quiet girl.”

5  Laila bit her lip; she wanted to keep talking, but she felt bad for 
Mr. Marrero, and she was embarrassed by her class’s behavior. 
Without realizing it, Laila reached over and flicked the light 
switch, just like Ms. Vasquez did when the class was unruly. 

6  Suddenly silent, every classmate turned to stare at her, and 
Laila’s cheeks burned bright red. But then she smiled at the 
substitute and said, “Hello, Mr. Marrero—”

7  Mr. Marrero focused, and then recognition dawned and he 
responded, “Oh, my neighbor . . . Laila, right?”

8  Laila heard someone snicker and knew it was time to 
blend back in or help Mr. Marrero. She took a deep breath. 
“Mr. Marrero, will you tell us about the time you were 
on a jet that crash-landed in the ocean?”

9  Thirty mouths gaped open, and sixty eyes looked with 
curiosity at Mr. Marrero, soon to be their new favorite substitute.

Laila has mixed emotions 
about the situation. 
Underline the sentence 
that explains why she 
feels the way she does.

Close Reading

How does Laila change at 
the end of the story? 
Circle the sentences that 
describe when Laila 
makes a decision to act 
differently.
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Which statement best describes Laila at the beginning of the story?

A Laila is a quiet student who appreciates an orderly classroom.

B Laila enjoys chatting with her friends before class.

C Laila likes to be the focus of attention in all of her classes.

D Laila dislikes the popular kids who ignore her.

2  Which sentence best states an important theme about human 
behavior as described in “The Substitute”?

A Choosing to take action requires courage.

B Older people often have wisdom to share.

C A quiet person isn’t necessarily a shy person.

D Being popular isn’t as important as being kind.

3  Select two pieces of evidence from “The Substitute” that support your 
answer to question 2.

 “him telling an amazing story about surviving an emergency 
landing”

 “The popular kids just wrote her off”

 “that quiet girl”

 “she wanted to keep talking, but she felt bad for Mr. Marrero”

 “every classmate turned to stare at her”

  “knew it was time to blend back in or help”

  “she took a deep breath”

 “tell us about a time when you were on a jet that crash-landed in 
the ocean”

To help me answer the 
first question, I’m going 
to look back at the text 
I underlined in the story.

Hints

Only one claim is directly 
supported by specific 
details from  the story.

Choose the specific 
details that best support 
the theme of the story.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

Read the story. Then answer the questions that follow.

from Little Women
by Louisa May Alcott

  While their father is serving in the Civil War, Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy help their mother, Marmee, carry 
on with their daily lives. The family makes do with what little money they have. Then a telegram arrives. Father 
is ill, and Marmee needs to go to Washington.

 1  How still the room was as they listened breathlessly and how suddenly the whole world seemed to 
change, as the girls gathered about their mother, feeling as if all the happiness and support of their lives was 
about to be taken from them.

 2  Mrs. March read the message over, and stretched out her arms to her daughters, saying, in a tone 
they never forgot, “I shall go at once, but it may be too late. Oh, children, children, help me to bear it!”

 3  For several minutes there was nothing but the sound of sobbing in the room, mingled with broken 
words of comfort, tender assurances of help, and hopeful whispers that died away in tears. Poor Hannah, their 
servant, was the first to recover, and with unconscious wisdom she set all the rest a good example . . . .

 4  “I won’t waste no time a-cryin’, but git your things ready right away, mum,” she said heartily, as she 
wiped her face on her apron . . . .

 5  “She’s right, there’s no time for tears now. Be calm, girls, and let me think.”

 6  They tried to be calm, poor things, as their mother sat up, looking pale but steady, and put away her 
grief to think and plan for them.

 7  “Where’s Laurie?” she asked presently, when she had collected her thoughts and decided on the first 
duties to be done.

 8  “Here, ma’am. Oh, let me do something!” cried the neighbor boy, hurrying from the next room . . . .

 9  “Send a telegram saying I will come at once. The next train goes early in the morning. I’ll take that.”

10  “What else? The horses are ready. I can go anywhere, do anything,” he said, looking ready to fly to 
the ends of the earth.

11  “Leave a note at Aunt March’s. Jo, give me that pen and paper.”

12  Jo drew the table before her mother, well knowing that money for the long, sad journey must be 
borrowed, and feeling as if she could do anything to add a little to the sum for her father.

13  “Jo, run to the rooms, and tell Mrs. King that I can’t come. On the way get these things . . . . I must go 
prepared for nursing. Hospital stores are not always good . . . . Father shall have the best of everything. Amy, 
tell Hannah to get down the black trunk, and Meg, come and help me find my things, for I’m half bewildered.”

  The family rush off to help Marmee prepare. Beth runs to ask their neighbor, Mr. Laurence, for help. To 
the relief of the girls, he also makes plans to have his grandson’s tutor escort Marmee to Washington.
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14  Everything was arranged by the time Laurie returned with a note from Aunt March, enclosing the 
desired sum, and a few lines repeating . . . that she had always told them it was absurd for March to go into the 
army, always predicted that no good would come of it, and she hoped they would take her advice the next 
time. Mrs. March put the note in the fire, the money in her purse, and went on with her preparations . . . . 

15  Jo came walking in with a very queer expression of countenance, for there was a mixture of fun and 
fear, satisfaction and regret in it, which puzzled the family as much as did the roll of bills she laid before her 
mother, saying with a little choke in her voice, “That’s my contribution toward making Father comfortable and 
bringing him home!”

16  “My dear, where did you get it? Twenty-five dollars! Jo, I hope you haven’t done anything rash?”

17  “No, it’s mine honestly. I didn’t beg, borrow, or steal it. I earned it, and I don’t think you’ll blame me, 
for I only sold what was my own.”

18  As she spoke, Jo took off her bonnet, and a general outcry arose, for all her abundant hair was 
cut short.

19  “Your hair! Your beautiful hair!” “Oh, Jo, how could you? Your one beauty.” “My dear girl, there was 
no need of this.” “She doesn’t look like my Jo any more, but I love her dearly for it!”

20  As everyone exclaimed, and Beth hugged the cropped head tenderly, Jo assumed an indifferent air, 
which did not deceive anyone a particle, and said, rumpling up the brown bush and trying to look as if she 
liked it, “It doesn’t affect the fate of the nation, so don’t wail, Beth. It will be good for my vanity, I was getting 
too proud of my wig. It will do my brains good to have that mop taken off. My head feels deliciously light and 
cool, and the barber said I could soon have a curly crop, which will be boyish, becoming, and easy to keep in 
order. I’m satisfied, so please take the money and let’s have supper.”

Answer the questions.

 1  How does Aunt March’s response to Marmee’s note help to develop the theme? 

A Despite the situation, Aunt March still wants to prove she was right.

B Aunt March gives only the amount of money she feels she is obligated to give.

C Even though she expressed her disapproval, Aunt March is still willing to help.

D Aunt March realizes that her early warnings were inappropriate and apologizes.
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 2  This question has two parts. First answer Part A. Then answer Part B.

Part A

What is an important theme of the story?

A Vanity and selfishness are stronger than generosity and kindness.

B In times of trouble, family and good friends support each other.

C Misfortune can overwhelm even the strongest people.

D The best way to deal with grief is to distract yourself with other tasks.

Part B

Which quote from the story best supports the answer in Part A?

A “I won’t waste no time a-cryin’, but git your things ready right away, mum.”

B “I earned it, and I don’t think you’ll blame me, for I only sold what was my own.”

C “She’s right, there’s no time for tears now. Be calm, girls, and let me think.”

D “That’s my contribution toward making Father comfortable and bringing him home.”

 3  Describe how the author uses the characters’ actions to shape and refine the theme over the 
course of this story. Cite at least two specific details from the text to support your response. 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 44.Self Check



 Directions: Listen to at least 15 of your favorite songs. While you are listening to the music. 
Place the song title and artists of the song in the appropriate boxes. When the song finishes 
place the theme (or message that you learn) from the song in the appropriate box. After you get 
the theme figured out, place the mood (how the song makes you feel) in the appropriate box.

Song Title Musician/Artist/Band Theme Mood

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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"Baseball" by Paul Lim is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

Casey at the Bat
By Ernest Lawrence Thayer

1888

Ernest Lawrence Thayer (1863-1940) was an American writer and poet, best known for the following poem,
which is considered a classic in sports-related literature. As you read, take notes on how the author develops
the mood of the poem.

The outlook wasn’t brilliant for the Mudville nine1

that day:
The score stood four to two, with but one inning

more to play,
And then when Cooney died at first, and Barrows

did the same,
A pall-like2 silence fell upon the patrons of the

game.

A straggling few got up to go in deep despair. The
rest

Clung to the hope which springs eternal in the
human breast;

They thought, “If only Casey could but get a
whack at that—

We’d put up even money now, with Casey at the bat.”

But Flynn preceded3 Casey, as did also Jimmy Blake,
And the former was a hoodoo,4 while the latter was a cake;5

So upon that stricken multitude grim melancholy sat,
For there seemed but little chance of Casey getting to the bat.

But Flynn let drive a single, to the wonderment of all,
And Blake, the much despisèd,6 tore the cover off the ball;
And when the dust had lifted, and men saw what had occurred,
There was Jimmy safe at second and Flynn a-hugging third.

[1]

[5]

[10]

[15]

1. The “Mudville Nine” refers to a fictional baseball team in a town called Mudville.
2. relating to a gloom or dreary fog
3. Precede (verb): to come before
4. The term “hoodoo” is meant to imply that this player was a jinx, or bad luck. Originally the poem referred to Flynn as

a “lulu,” or unskilled player.
5. The term “cake” is meant to imply that this player was also of weak or questionable skill, possibly more concerned

with appearances than practice.
6. Here, the accent above the e is called a “grave accent” and is used to signify that the poet intends for the vowel to be

pronounced, so as to maintain a certain meter.

1
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Then from five thousand throats and more there rose a lusty7 yell;
It rumbled through the valley, it rattled in the dell;
It pounded on the mountain and recoiled upon the flat,
For Casey, mighty Casey, was advancing to the bat.

There was ease in Casey’s manner as he stepped into his place;
There was pride in Casey’s bearing and a smile lit Casey’s face.
And when, responding to the cheers, he lightly doffed8 his hat,
No stranger in the crowd could doubt ‘twas Casey at the bat.

Ten thousand eyes were on him as he rubbed his hands with dirt;
Five thousand tongues applauded when he wiped them on his shirt;
Then while the writhing9 pitcher ground the ball into his hip,
Defiance flashed in Casey’s eye, a sneer curled Casey’s lip.

And now the leather-covered sphere came hurtling through the air,
And Casey stood a-watching it in haughty10 grandeur11 there.
Close by the sturdy batsman the ball unheeded sped—
“That ain’t my style," said Casey. “Strike one!” the umpire said.

From the benches, black with people, there went up a muffled roar,
Like the beating of the storm-waves on a stern and distant shore;
“Kill him! Kill the umpire!” shouted someone on the stand;
And it’s likely they’d have killed him had not Casey raised his hand.

With a smile of Christian charity great Casey’s visage12 shone;
He stilled the rising tumult;13 he bade the game go on;
He signaled to the pitcher, and once more the dun14 sphere flew;
But Casey still ignored it and the umpire said, “Strike two!”

“Fraud!” cried the maddened thousands, and echo answered “Fraud!”
But one scornful look from Casey and the audience was awed.
They saw his face grow stern and cold, they saw his muscles strain,
And they knew that Casey wouldn’t let that ball go by again.

The sneer is gone from Casey’s lip, his teeth are clenched in hate,
He pounds with cruel violence his bat upon the plate;
And now the pitcher holds the ball, and now he lets it go,
And now the air is shattered by the force of Casey’s blow.

[20]

[25]

[30]

[35]

[40]

[45]

7. Lusty (adjective): hearty, full of vigor
8. to remove (an article of clothing)
9. Writhe (verb): to twist or squirm

10. Haughty (adjective): arrogantly superior; smug or self-important
11. Grandeur (noun): splendor and magnificence, especially of appearance or style
12. Visage (noun): a person’s facial expression
13. Tumult (noun): a loud clamor or noise, especially one caused by a large mass of people
14. of a dull grayish-brown color

2



Casey at the Bat by Ernest Lawrence Thayer (1888) is in the public domain.

Oh, somewhere in this favoured land the sun is shining bright,
The band is playing somewhere, and somewhere hearts are light;
And somewhere men are laughing, and somewhere children shout,
But there is no joy in Mudville—mighty Casey has struck out.

[50]

3



Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Which of the following best states a theme in the text?
A. It is difficult to fail when you try your hardest.
B. Too much pride can lead to failure.
C. Fame is not worth the responsibilities it comes with.
D. Athletes have more fame and power than they deserve.

2. PART A: What does the term “patrons” most likely mean in line 4?
A. spectators
B. businessmen
C. players
D. murderers

3. PART B: Which phrase from the poem best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “but one inning more to play” (Line 2)
B. “Cooney died at first” (Line 3)
C. “A straggling few got up to go” (Line 5)
D. “‘We’d put up even money now’” (Line 8)

4. How does the figurative language in stanza 5 contribute to the mood of the poem?
A. The similes used in the stanza which describe Casey’s physical appearance

create an excited mood.
B. The metaphor of the mountain reveals Casey’s immense size and creates a

fearful mood.
C. The personification of the crowd’s intense reaction creates a terrifying mood.
D. The hyperbole describing the crowd’s excited reaction creates a mood of

anticipation.

5. How do stanzas 12-13 contribute to the theme of the poem?

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. What causes Casey to strike out?

2. Consider the sway and power Casey holds over the baseball fans. How did he attain this
power? Why do we elevate people, such as athletes and celebrities, to such high positions
of influence and respect? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other
literature, art, or history in your answer.

3. Does Casey utilize the power he has wisely? How does power and fame corrupt? Cite
evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your
answer.

5
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"ChoctawCoders" by Unknown is in the public domain.

Army Code Talkers
By The United States Government

Unknown

In the late 19th and mid-20th centuries, boarding schools were established to house American Indian
children with the intent of erasing their heritage and identities. This included their native languages. During
World War I, however, the United States realized that they would need American Indian languages to win the
war. As you read, take notes on how the United States’ military used American Indian languages.

Napoleon once said, “the secret of war lies in the
communications.” If he were around today, he
might have revised it to “secure
communications.”

During World Wars I and II, the military needed a
quick and reliable means of protecting its radio,
telephone, and telegraphic1 messages from
enemy intelligence. American Indian tribes had
their own languages and dialects2 that few
outside the tribes understood, and many of their
languages were not even written down. Their
languages were ideal for the task at hand and
fortunately, a large number of American Indians
had joined the armed forces.

World War I

In France during World War I, the 142nd Infantry Regiment, 36th Division, had a company of Indians
who spoke 26 languages and dialects. Two officers were selected to supervise a communications
system staffed by 18 Choctaw individuals. The team transmitted messages relating to troop
movements and their own tactical plans in their native tongue. Soldiers from other tribes, including the
Cheyenne, Comanche, Cherokee, Osage, and Yankton Sioux also were enlisted to communicate as
code talkers. Previous to their arrival in France, the Germans had broken every American code used,
resulting in the deaths of many soldiers. However, the Germans never broke the American Indians’
“code,” and these soldiers became affectionately known as “code talkers.”

[1]

1. a system of sending messages from a distance along a wire, usually by using signals
2. a form of a language that is specific to a region or group of people

1
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“American Indians in the United States Army” was released by the U.S. Government and is in the public domain.

World War II

During World War II, the Army used American Indians in its signal communications operations in both
the European and Pacific theaters3 of operations. Student code talkers were instructed in basic military
communications techniques. The code talkers then developed their own words for military terms that
never existed in their own native tongue. For instance, the word for “colonel” was translated to “silver
eagle,” “fighter plane” became “hummingbird,” “minesweeper” became “beaver,” “half-track” became
“race track,” and “pyrotechnic” became “fancy fire.”

The Army and Marine Corps used a group of 24 Navajo code talkers in the Pacific Theater, who fought
in the many bloody island campaigns.4 In North Africa, eight soldiers from the Meskwaki tribe in Iowa
served as code talkers in the 168th Infantry Regiment, 34th Division. In Europe, the 4th Signal
Company, 4th Infantry Division, was assigned 17 Comanche code talkers. From the D-Day landings at
Normandy in June 1944, to the liberation of Paris and the Battle of the Bulge, they kept the lines of
communications secure.

Soldiers from other tribes, including the Kiowa, Winnebago, Chippewa, Creek, Seminole, Hopi, Lakota,
Dakota, Menominee, Oneida, Pawnee, Sac, Fox, and Choctaw served during the war. Some were killed
and wounded, and at least one was taken prisoner. As a testament5 to their commitment and strength,
the enemy was never able to break the code talkers’ communications.

Many of the code talkers continued in their military careers, serving during the Korean and Vietnam
wars.

Belated Recognition

For many years, the code talkers’ work remained classified.6 Then on June 18, 2002, Congress passed
the Code Talkers Recognition Act to recognize the important part that these soldiers played in
“performing highly successful communications operations of a unique type that greatly assisted in
saving countless lives and in hastening7 the end of World War I and World War II.” The act further
states that the code talkers operated “under some of the heaviest combat action... around the clock to
provide information... such as the location of enemy troops and the number of enemy guns.”

Congress recognized the remarkableness of the code talkers’ achievements, despite societal
discrimination against them. The act states that at “...a time when American Indians were discouraged
from practicing their native culture, a few brave men used their cultural heritage, their language, to
help change the course of history.”

[5]

3. an area involved in war operations
4. a series of military operations in a specific area and intended to achieve a particular goal
5. something that serves as evidence for a fact or quality
6. kept secret from all but a few people in the government
7. Hasten (verb): to cause something to happen sooner; to quicken
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: What meaning of “intelligence” is used in paragraph 2 of the text?
A. a high mental capacity
B. the knowledge of an event
C. the ability to understand information
D. a group that intercepts military information

2. PART B: Which sentence from the article provides an example of the type of intelligence
discussed in paragraph 2?

A. “Previous to their arrival in France, the Germans had broken every American
code used, resulting in the deaths of many soldiers.” (Paragraph 3)

B. “The code talkers then developed their own words for military terms that never
existed in their own native tongue.” (Paragraph 4)

C. “From D-Day landings at Normandy in June 1944, to the liberation of Paris and
the Battle of the Bulger, they kept the lines of communications secure.”
(Paragraph 5)

D. “Congress recognized the remarkableness of the code talkers’ achievements,
despite societal discrimination against them.” (Paragraph 9)

3. PART A: What is the central idea of the text?
A. A secure way of communicating is the most important element in achieving a

military victory.
B. American Indians made great contributions to United States military operations

in the field of communications.
C. A code using American Indian words to replace military terms helped keep

soldiers safe during wartime.
D. American Indians have served in combat positions in the United States military

in recent wars.

4. PART B: Which TWO sentences are most important to include in a summary of the text?
A. Napoleon once said that being able to communicate with the army was the

most important element in winning a war.
B. The Kiowa, Winnebago, Seminole, and Hopi tribes were just some of the

Ameican Indian tribes represented in the military.
C. American Indian soldiers created secret codes using their native languages.
D. The enemies of the United States were unable to break the American Indian

codes.
E. Navajo code talkers were used in the Pacific during World War II.
F. The American Indian code talkers faced a great deal of discrimination.

3



5. PART A: How does the organization of the text help readers understand the central idea?
A. The use of comparison and contrast shows how American Indians were treated

differently from other citizens.
B. The use of problem and resolution illustrates that effective communication is

essential to victory.
C. The use of cause and effect provides information about the roles American

Indians played in ending U.S. wars.
D. The use of chronological order describes the value of American Indians to

military efforts throughout U.S. history.

6. PART B: What information in the article supports the answer to Part A?
A. the discussion about American Indians’ contributions to World Wars I and II,

followed by an explanation of the importance of those contributions
B. the quotation from Napoleon about the importance of communications during

war
C. the list of American Indian tribes that contributed to different American war

efforts
D. the explanation that, in World War II, America’s enemies were unable to crack

the American Indians’ code

7. PART A: According to the text, which characteristic of American Indians most influenced the
military’s decision to recruit them to create secret codes?

A. Their native languages were unknown outside of their tribes.
B. Their training allowed them to break enemy codes.
C. They tended to volunteer for service in large numbers.
D. They had a high degree of professionalism about their jobs.

8. PART B: Which fact presented in the article supports the answer to Part A?
A. Members from numerous tribes served in the military during wartime.
B. The code talkers were used in many different theaters of operations.
C. Military leaders kept information about the codes classified for decades.
D. There was no written record of some American Indian languages.

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Do you think that the United States would have been able to win World War I and World
War II without the help of code talkers? Why or why not?

2. Do you think coded communication is just as important to winning wars today? Why or why
not? How has sending or the use of codes changed over time?

3. Despite their contributions to the war effort, code talkers weren’t acknowledged until 2002.
Why do you think this is? How do you think American Indians who contributed to war
efforts were treated when they returned home?

5



Directions: You have read Alexander Graham Bell. Alexander Graham Bell is
credited with discovering the telephone. Write an essay in which you describe 
and inform the reader of how Alexander and his associates were driven to 
create the telephone. Use evidence from the text and reasoning to support 
your response.

Alexander Graham Bell 

By: Noah Remnick

Alexander Graham Bell was in his laboratory, working on a device that 
would allow people to talk to one another through wires, even when they were not 
in the same room, or even the same city. Today, we take for granted that we can 
communicate in real time with people around the corner and around the globe. But 
in the 1870’s, when Bell was experimenting with his new project, such an idea was
like a fantasy.

On March 10, 1876, that fantasy came to life. It is unclear what exactly 
unfolded that day, but one story says that while working on his voice transmitter, 
Bell accidentally knocked over a bottle of transmitting fluid, burning his skin. 
Instinctively, he called out to his assistant, Thomas Watson, to come help: “Mr. 
Watson. Come here. I want to see you.”

Watson heard those words and was startled. They had come crackling across
the earpiece of what the two inventors had labeled the telephone. The experiment 
was successful. It was the first telephone call.

Alexander Graham Bell’s interest in communications devices traced back to 
his childhood in Edinburgh, Scotland. He was born on March 3, 1847 to a father 
who was an expert in speech production and a mother who was a gifted pianist 
despite being profoundly deaf. The perseverance and success of his mother in the 
face of such adversity taught young Alexander that problems were surmountable 
and that he could help people to overcome them.

From a young age, Alexander’s curiosity propelled him to find solutions to 
problems. When he was 12 years old, he came up with his first invention. While 
playing in a grain mill with a friend, he was frustrated by the lengthy time it took 
to remove the husk from the wheat grain. He went home, thought about it, and 
created a gadget that used rotating paddles and nail brushes to strip the husk off the



grain. It was the first of dozens of varied devices that Bell would invent. 

Bell’s curiosity and ingenuity were nurtured by his grandfather, a teacher of 
speech and elocution. When Bell was 15 years old, he went to live with and care 
for his grandfather, who was aging and ailing. The two grew very close, and the 
grandfather encouraged Alexander to pursue his inventive streak.

In 1870, the Bell family’s life changed rather abruptly when they moved to 
Canada. Bell’s two older brothers had died of tuberculosis, and Alexander’s health 
had been failing, too. His parents were convinced that America would be a 
healthier environment and moved, first to Ontario, Canada, then to Boston. Bell 
thrived. His health improved. Eventually, he began to tutor deaf students in 
Boston.

The parents of two of his students were excited by Bell’s idea to invent a 
device that transmitted multiple signals over a single wire. One of the parents 
learned, however, that another inventor, Elisha Gray, was working on a very 
similar project at the same time. To encourage Bell and to help rush his work 
along, the parent hired an electrician by the name of Thomas Watson to be Bell’s 
assistant. He hoped that between Bell’s clever ideas and Watson’s practical skills, 
the two men would succeed quickly. However, instead of focusing on a multiple-
signal transmission device, Bell and Watson focused much of their time on a 
device to

transmit the human voice over wires. To protect their experiment, Bell and 
Watson’s voice- transmitting device was registered with the United States patent 
office. Lewis Latimer, another inventor, helped Bell by drafting the drawings of 
the device for the patent. The patent was well timed: Gray attempted to file for his 
own “telephone” the very same day, but he was turned away because the idea was 
already protected and owned by Bell and his supporters.

On that March morning in 1876, Bell’s dream was achieved when the words 
“Mr. Watson. Come here. I want to see you” traveled from the room Bell was into 
the room Watson was in across telephone wires. The two men took their incredible 
telephone device on the road, demonstrating its proficiency in city after city. The 
year after his telephone came to life, Bell married Mabel Hubbard, one of the deaf 
students whose fathers supported Bell’s dream of inventing the telephone.

Bell was challenged dozens of times in lawsuits by people trying to discredit



his patent, especially by other inventors who claimed to have invented the 
telephone before him. He won every time. Bell created the Bell Telephone 
Company, and in the first 10 years of its existence, telephone ownership in the 
United States grew to more than 150,000 people. Bell improved the device over the
years. For example, he added a microphone that amplified the voice. He also went 
on to invent and patent many other devices that would have pleased his  mother 
because of the way they helped people to solve problems.

When Bell died on August 2, 1922 in Nova Scotia, Canada, the entire telephone 
system was shut down for one minute in tribute to the man who revolutionized 
communications.

Directions: You have read Alexander Graham Bell. Alexander Graham Bell is
credited with discovering the telephone. Write an essay in which you describe 
and inform the reader of how Alexander and his associates were driven to 
create the telephone. Use evidence from the text and reasoning to support 
your response.
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Part 1: Introduction

Theme: Little Creatures, Big Impact

Why do authors choose the words they do? This question isn’t as simple as it seems.

• Sometimes authors choose words to convey a technical meaning. Subject areas in 
science, math, and engineering express ideas using technical words and phrases.

• At other times, they select words for their connotative meaning. A word chosen for 
its connotation expresses not just an idea but also a feeling.

• And authors can use and combine words to produce a figurative meaning. These are 
words or phrases that express ideas in creative, unusual, or unexpected ways.

Underline words in the diagram below with technical, figurative, or connotative meanings.

The huge black eyes 
seem borrowed 
from the face of a 
space alien.

The wicked speed of the 
wings allows the wasp to 
snatch up its meal and 
dart away like a thief.

The female wasp’s ovipositor, or 
egg-laying organ, is found in the 
abdomen. It also functions as a 
stinger to paralyze and kill prey.

The chart shows phrases from the diagram with each type of meaning. Complete the chart.

Example Type of Meaning Why the Author Uses It

“snatch up its meal” connotative to suggest that the wasp takes the 
meal suddenly, perhaps rudely

“ovipositor, or egg-laying organ, 
is found in the abdomen”

to communicate precisely which part 
of the wasp is being described

“eyes seem borrowed from the 
face of a space alien”

Paying attention to the different types of meaning will help you understand how the author 
thinks and feels about a topic. For example, you might guess that the author of the diagram 
has some scientific knowledge about wasps—but also finds them rather unnerving!

Analyzing Word Meanings
Lesson 9 MS CCRS RI.7.4: Determine the meaning 

of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze the impact of 
a specific word choice on meaning and 
tone.
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Genre: Scientific Account

Read the first three paragraphs of the following scientific account.

Explore how to respond to this prompt: “The underlined words and phrases in the passage express 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings. Determine the meaning of each word or phrase as it is used 
in the passage.”

The technical word is proboscis. You can use context clues in the passage to figure out and describe 
what it means. Use the chart below to determine the meaning of proboscis. 

Word Context Clues Meaning

Proboscis
“syringe-like,” “through 
the host’s skin,” “drink 
its fill,” “slender”

 
A proboscis is  

 .

Next, consider the connotative meaning of the word victim, which the author uses to describe the 
person being bitten. What does the word victim suggest about both the person and the bedbug?

The word victim suggests that     .

Finally, the phrase “scratch your skin off” is figurative. What does this phrase help the reader understand 
about the itch caused by a bedbug’s bite?

 

 

Don’t Let the Bedbugs Bite by Nick Marcus

 Bedbugs are a nuisance that spread quickly, so if you find bedbugs in your home, you owe it to 
yourself and others to take decisive and immediate action.

 The scientific name for these tiny, bloodsucking insects is Cimex lectularius. They’re called 
bedbugs because they mainly feed on blood at night while their hosts are asleep. They are like an 
army of minuscule vampires. Places like mattresses, couches, and chairs serve as luxurious 
havens in which thousands of them can live.

 The bedbug inserts a syringe-like proboscis through the host’s skin. It takes between three and 
ten minutes for the bug to drink its fill through this slender appendage. Its bite is small and 
painless, so the victim rarely wakes during this feeding time. Bedbugs are not known for 
disseminating disease, but the bumps they leave behind can become infected. Also, the saliva they 
release into the skin can make you itch so badly you’ll want to scratch your skin off.

(continued)
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Continue reading the account about bedbugs. Use the Close Reading 
and Hint to help you answer the question.

Circle the correct answer.

Which statement best describes the impact of the author’s word choice on 
the overall tone of the account?
A Phrases like teensy pests and hitch rides give the whole account 

a humorous tone.
B Words like rest, travel, and neighbors give the account a 

comforting tone.
C The words evidence and professional exterminator are used to create 

a threatening tone.
D Words with technical meanings create an informative tone, but 

phrases like crawling pinholes add a note of disgust.

Hint
The tone of a text is its 
overall feeling—not just 
the information it 
communicates but also 
the feelings it expresses. 
Some texts can have 
more than one tone. 

Show Your Thinking

 Explain which words and phrases helped you figure out the intended tone of the account.

   

   

   

   

  With a partner, discuss which words in this part of the account have connotative meanings and how 
they contribute to establishing the author’s attitude toward bedbugs.

 Bedbug infestations can appear to be a blanket of crawling 
pinholes that cover the place where you rest. The teensy pests often 
hitch rides on suitcases left in hotel rooms and travel home with 
unwitting victims, so keep your luggage off the floor when you 
travel, and wash your clothes in hot water when you get home.

 Use a flashlight and magnifying glass to scrutinize your 
mattress. If you find any evidence of bedbugs, destroy the mattress 
immediately and call a professional exterminator. You owe it to 
neighbors and fellow travelers not to spread the bedbug headache.

Reread the paragraphs 
and underline any word 
or phrase that conveys a 
figurative meaning.

Close Reading (continued from page 88)
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Genre: Scientific Account

This science account will 
probably include many 
technical words. To be 
sure I understand the 
author’s meaning, I’ll 
circle words and phrases 
specifically related to 
insect biology. I’ll also 
think about other types 
of word meanings as 
I read.

Read the scientific account. Use the Study Buddy and the Close Reading to guide your reading.

The Goliath Beetle by Eleanora Inez

1  Named for the biblical giant Goliath, the Goliath beetle is the 
most colossal, brawniest, and heftiest kind of beetle in the world. 
Goliath beetles grow to a length of up to eight inches and  
may weigh as much as three and a half ounces. Most Goliath 
beetles are as large as a mouse. They have distinct vertical black 
bands, like the bars of a prison door, on the elytron that cover 
their wings. Some species may also have bright yellow, red, gray, 
or brown markings.

2  The Goliath beetle lives in flowers in the tropical rain forests of 
Africa. Goliath beetles have fearsome jaws that they use to slash, 
impale, and chomp food. Adult beetles primarily feed on sugary 
tree sap and fruit. Goliath beetles also have six powerful legs 
with sharp claws that can grip. The Goliath beetle uses its claws 
to gather food and to climb. In addition, the Goliath beetle has a 
pair of front and a pair of rear wings attached to its thorax. When 
it flies, it sounds like the whirl of a helicopter propeller.

3  Like other kinds of beetles, the Goliath beetle undergoes a 
metamorphosis—a four-stage process of change. This process 
takes place as the beetle develops. During the first stage, a female 
Goliath beetle lays its eggs in rotting wood or decaying plants. 
Once an egg hatches, the wormlike larva feeds on the wood or 
plant material until it is fully grown. The larva wraps itself in a 
cocoon like a suit of armor to protect itself. Then the pupa lives 
in the cocoon during the third stage. After several months, the 
cocoon breaks apart. An adult Goliath beetle steps forth to find 
a mate, and the four steps in the life cycle of a Goliath beetle are 
repeated.

4  Goliath beetles are truly the giants of the insect world, and 
their formidable presence leaves a lasting impression on those 
who view them.

Think about whether this 
word is used for its 
technical, figurative, or 
connotative meaning.

Hints

Authors often choose 
words for their strong 
connotations. Draw a 
box around words that 
were used instead of 
“cut,” “stab,” and “eat.”

Close Reading

Underline words and 
phrases with figurative 
and connotative 
meanings that show 
what the author thinks 
about Goliath beetles.
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Why has the author chosen to include the word metamorphosis in the 
text?

A It highlights the comparison between the beetle and a helicopter.

B It describes a biological process that the beetle undergoes.

C It expresses the author’s objectivity about an unusual insect.

D It explains why scientists are impressed with the beetle’s life cycle.

2  Which of the following is an example of the author using words that 
have a violent connotation?

A She describes the vertical black bands on the elytron that cover 
Goliath beetles’ wings.

B She compares the Goliath beetle cocoons to suits of protective 
armor.

C The author details the four stages of the Goliath beetle’s life cycle.

D She writes that Goliath beetles use their jaws to slash, impale, and 
chomp food.

3  Describe the overall tone of the account and the word choices the 
author uses to convey it. Cite at least three specific examples from the 
text to support your response.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

The Goliath Beetle by Eleanora Inez

1  Named for the biblical giant Goliath, the Goliath beetle is the 
most colossal, brawniest, and heftiest kind of beetle in the world. 
Goliath beetles grow to a length of up to eight inches and  
may weigh as much as three and a half ounces. Most Goliath 
beetles are as large as a mouse. They have distinct vertical black 
bands, like the bars of a prison door, on the elytron that cover 
their wings. Some species may also have bright yellow, red, gray, 
or brown markings.

2  The Goliath beetle lives in flowers in the tropical rain forests of 
Africa. Goliath beetles have fearsome jaws that they use to slash, 
impale, and chomp food. Adult beetles primarily feed on sugary 
tree sap and fruit. Goliath beetles also have six powerful legs 
with sharp claws that can grip. The Goliath beetle uses its claws 
to gather food and to climb. In addition, the Goliath beetle has a 
pair of front and a pair of rear wings attached to its thorax. When 
it flies, it sounds like the whirl of a helicopter propeller.

3  Like other kinds of beetles, the Goliath beetle undergoes a 
metamorphosis—a four-stage process of change. This process 
takes place as the beetle develops. During the first stage, a female 
Goliath beetle lays its eggs in rotting wood or decaying plants. 
Once an egg hatches, the wormlike larva feeds on the wood or 
plant material until it is fully grown. The larva wraps itself in a 
cocoon like a suit of armor to protect itself. Then the pupa lives 
in the cocoon during the third stage. After several months, the 
cocoon breaks apart. An adult Goliath beetle steps forth to find 
a mate, and the four steps in the life cycle of a Goliath beetle are 
repeated.

4  Goliath beetles are truly the giants of the insect world, and 
their formidable presence leaves a lasting impression on those 
who view them.

Think about whether this 
word is used for its 
technical, figurative, or 
connotative meaning.

Hints

Authors often choose 
words for their strong 
connotations. Draw a 
box around words that 
were used instead of 
“cut,” “stab,” and “eat.”

Close Reading

Underline words and 
phrases with figurative 
and connotative 
meanings that show 
what the author thinks 
about Goliath beetles.

What is the author’s 
attitude toward the 
Goliath beetle itself?

The best way to convey a 
violent connotation is by 
describing actions.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

Read the article. Then answer the questions that follow.

from “Prime Time for Cicadas”
by Emily Sohn, Science News for Kids

 1  If it hasn’t happened yet, it could occur any day now.

 2  The first signs are little holes in the ground in yards, orchards, and fields. Then, one warm evening, 
big, red-eyed bugs start crawling out of the holes.

 3  The next morning, thousands upon thousands of these black, winged insects, known as cicadas, 
cover sidewalks, mailboxes, tree branches, and roofs across certain areas of the United States. The loud throb 
of their alien-sounding, high-pitched screeches fills the air. . . .

 4  If you don’t like bugs, watch out. For anyone who lives in the invasion area, the cicadas are 
impossible to ignore, says David Marshall. He’s an evolutionary biologist and cicada expert. . . .

 5  And, if you’re caught by surprise, the experience can be pretty overwhelming. Some people find it 
downright creepy.

Puzzling cycles

 6  Even if you don’t get to witness the great cicada awakening, it’s worth pondering the phenomenon. 
Despite years of research, the life cycles and habits of cicadas still present puzzles to modern science.

 7  Researchers are especially interested in . . . periodical cicadas; these insects live only in this part of 
the world, and they appear just once every 17 years, on the dot. . . .

 8  “This is a really special phenomenon that doesn’t happen anywhere else in the world,” Marshall says.

 9  All cicada eggs hatch into juveniles underground, where they go through five stages of development 
before emerging as adults, mating, and starting the cycle all over again. Adult periodical cicadas are about 
1.5 inches long. They can neither bite nor sting.

10  On average, a population of annual cicadas spends between 2 and 8 years underground before facing 
the light of day. Different populations stagger their maturation, though, so that a small number hatch each 
year. They usually appear in the summertime. You might see just a handful in your neighborhood every year. . . .

Prime time

11  One big mystery is why periodical cicadas wait such a long time and a particular number of years 
before emerging. The answer, some scientists now suggest, appears to involve weather and mathematics.

12  Periodical cicadas belong to a genus called Magicicada, which first appeared sometime around 
1.8 million years ago. Back then, glaciers covered the land, and the climate of eastern North America was 
unpredictable. Sometimes summers were warm. Sometimes they were cold.

13  Juvenile Magicicada won’t even crawl out of the earth until the soil reaches 64 degrees F., Marshall 
says. After that, they need consistently warm temperatures, usually above 68 degrees F., to survive.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

14  By evolving to stay underground as long as possible, some experts say, cicadas reduced their chances 
of emerging during a particularly cold summer.

15  In one study, researchers from Tennessee and Arkansas looked at what would happen if there were 
one dangerously cold summer every 50 years for 1,500 years. Their mathematical model showed that cicadas 
with a life cycle of 7 years had only an 8-percent chance of surviving. With an 11-year cycle, survival jumped 
to 51 percent. At 17 years, cicadas had a 96-percent chance of living.

16  So, staying underground longer is better. In fact . . . cicadas live longer than almost any other insect.

Multiple breeding

17  Why do periodical cicadas live precisely 13 or 17 years?

18  Both 13 and 17 belong to a special class of numbers called primes. This means that the numbers can 
be evenly divided only by themselves or the number 1. The first few prime numbers are 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19.

19  Mathematicians spend a lot of time trying to understand prime numbers. Cicadas somehow 
understand primes instinctively. What’s more, the insects seem to know how to count.

20  The fact that 17 and 13 are primes reduces the chances of interbreeding among different populations 
of 17- and 13-year cicadas, Marshall says.

21  Multiples of prime numbers are unlikely to overlap with multiples of other prime numbers. So, a cicada 
population that hatches every 2 or 5 or 7 years will hardly ever hatch at the same time as a population that hatches 
every 13 or 17 years. And the 13- and 17-year cicadas will emerge at the same time only once every 221 years.

22  If populations don’t hatch at the same time, they can’t mate with each other, so their genes remain 
distinct. That’s important because genes help determine the length of the insect’s life cycle. If a 5-year cicada 
were to mate with a 17-year cicada, for example, the length of the cycle would be different every generation. . . .

23  If all of this puzzles you, you’re not alone. Scientists have lots of questions, too. “It’s so difficult to 
explain this kind of thing,” Marshall says. “It’s such a remarkably complex species.”

 1  Why do you think the author chose to use the words prime time in the title?

A to reveal her knowledge about prime numbers and cicada instincts

B to focus on the importance of the insect’s well-timed life cycle

C to highlight how researchers solved a puzzling mystery about the insect

D to emphasize that cicadas must emerge in the evening in order to survive
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Part 5: Independent Practice

 2  Reread paragraph 3. The author’s word choice reveals her feelings about the cicada sound. 

Part A

Which sentence best expresses her feelings?

A The sound is so fascinating that everyone should hear it.

B The sound is breathtakingly rhythmic and musical.

C The sound is both awful and annoying.

D The sound is dangerous enough to lead to hearing loss.

Part B

Underline three words or phrases from paragraph 3 that best support the answer in Part A.

  The next morning, thousands upon thousands of these black, winged insects, known 
as cicadas, cover sidewalks, mailboxes, tree branches, and roofs across certain areas  
of the United States. The loud throb of their alien-sounding, high-pitched screeches  
fills the air. . . .

 3  Describe the tone of the article and how the author’s choice of words creates it. Cite at least 
two specific words and phrases chosen by the author to support your answer.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 86.Self Check
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  Until 1920, suffrage, or the right to vote, was denied to women. 

Some prominent figures supported the cause. For example, the 

famous reformer Frederick Douglass spoke out for women’s rights. 

Many small meetings took place, but a convention held in Seneca Falls 

in 1848 helped the movement grow. Thanks to their persistence, 

women won the right to vote more than seventy years later.

HintHint
When you come across 
an unfamiliar word in a 
sentence, don’t just 
look in the same 
sentence for clues. 
Also look in sentences 
that come before and 
after the word.

Guided Practice  Underline a context clue that helps you understand each underlined 
word. Draw a line from the clue to the word. With a partner, identify each type of clue you used.

Introduction  When you come across an unfamiliar word, look for context clues—
nearby words that hint at the meaning of the word. Study these four types of context clues.

Context Clue Signal Words Example

RestatementRestatement or, in other words, that is to say
Women’s rights advocates, or supporters,, or supporters, met 
in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848.

ExampleExample like, such as, for example, for instance
Leaders often faced fierce opposition such as such as 
name-calling, disrespect, and even threats name-calling, disrespect, and even threats 
of harmof harm.

Cause and Cause and 
EffectEffect as a result of, because, and thanks to

Because of these leaders’ efforts to gain equal Because of these leaders’ efforts to gain equal 
rights, rights, women secured the right to vote in 1920.

Comparison Comparison 
and Contrastand Contrast

also, like, as well, but, yet, however, 
although

Proponents of women’s rights, like those who like those who 
support other causes,support other causes, are committed to 
their beliefs.

Other clues to a word’s meaning are the word’s position in the sentence and its part of speech. 

• Below, the position of cause after can shows it is a verb, “to make something happen.”

Stirring speeches can cause can cause people to change their minds about an issue.

• Below, the position of cause after the shows it is a noun, meaning “a goal or issue.”

Elizabeth Cady Stanton dedicated herself to the causethe cause of women’s rights.

Using Context Clues
Lesson 11 MS CCRS L.7.4a: Use context (e.g., the 

overall meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s position or function in 
a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 
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Independent Practice

 1  What does the word resistance mean in 
the paragraph?

A opposition

B agreement

C questions

D approval

 2  Which words provide a clue to the 
meaning of resistance?

A “in the political arena”

B “in the home”

C “groups who argued” 

D “in the government”

 3  What does the word deplored mean in 
the paragraph?

A failed to understand

B disapproved of

C agreed with

D investigated

 4  Which words provide a contrast clue 
to the meaning of deplored?

A “Plenty of women”

B “strongly agreed” 

C “deserved more rights”

D “having a voice”

For numbers 1–4, use context clues to figure out the meaning of each underlined word.

 Women’s suffrage organizations faced determined resistance from groups who argued that 
a woman’s place was in the home, not in the political arena. Plenty of women strongly agreed 
that they deserved more rights. Yet many of them still deplored the idea of women having a voice 
in the government.



For   Each   Vocabulary   word   highlighted   in   Red,   I  
need   for   you   to   highlight   the   context   clues   that  
help   you   figure   out   the   meaning   of   that   word.  

Picky!   Picky!   Why   do   we   like   some   foods   and  
reject   others?  

There   is   no   scientific   definition   of   picky   eating   but   it   is   still   a   very   common  

challenge   for   many   parents   of   young   children.   Parents   say   they   know   it   when   they  

see   it,   and   according   to   new   research,   they   are   likely   to   be   right.  

Picky   eaters   are   not   all   the   same.   What   parents   call   picky   eating   can   actually  

be   influenced   by   a   broad   range   of   behaviors,   depending   on   the   personality   and  

preferences   of   each   individual   child.   Knowing   which   type   of   picky   eater   a   child   is  

may   help   parents   develop   constructive   responses.  

The   researchers   gathered   170   2-   to   4-year-olds,   about   half   of   whom   were  

described   by   their   parents   as   being   choosy.   For   two   weeks   the   parents   fed   the   family  

standardized   meals   provided   by   the   researchers   and   then   observed   and   recorded  

their   children's   responses.  

Non-picky   kids   ate   more   and   did   not   make   a   fuss   about   eating,   while   those  

seen   as   picky   acted   differently   before   and   during   meals.   Some   kids   simply   refused   to  

even   come   to   the   table   while   others   showed   mild   suspicion   of   certain   foods   before  

eventually   sitting   down.   A   few   kids   even    cringed    and   gagged.  

Behavior   Plays   A   Role  



Sharon   M.   Donovan   is   a   professor   of   nutrition   at   the   University   of   Illinois   at  

Urbana-Champaign   and   co-author   of   the   study.   Donovan   and   her   team   conducted  

focus   groups   with   parents   after   observing   their   children.   The   researchers   identified  

four   possibly   overlapping   types   of   behavior   that   could   cause   parents   to   identify   their  

children   as   picky   eaters.  

Some   of   their   preferences,   such   as   blankly   refusing   to   eat   broccoli,   Donovan  

notes,   may   be   hardwired.   There   are   always   going   to   be   foods   some   kids   just   do   not  

like   eating.   Research   indicates   that   children   can   be   genetically   more   sensitive   to  

bitter   flavors   than   others   and   may   therefore   take   longer   to   acquire   a   taste   for   certain  

vegetables.  

Other   bad   behavior   at   mealtimes,   such   as   looking   sad   or   even   gagging,   may  

not   have   to   do   with   the   food   at   all.   For   example,   a   child   may   be   upset   that   a   mealtime  

has   interrupted   her   playtime.   So   she   attempts   to   express   her   independence   by  

refusing   to   eat,   explains   study   co-author   Soo-Yeun   Lee,   who   is   also   a   nutrition  

professor   at   the   University   of   Illinois.  

Don't   Give   Up   On   New   Foods  

Picky   eating   is   not   uncommon.   Donovan   says   that   19   to   50   percent   of   kids   up  

to   age   2,   when   the   phenomenon   peaks,   are   considered   to   be   difficult   eaters   by   their  

caregivers.   How   parents   react   can   influence   just   how   long   this   behavior   lasts.  

The   researchers   may   not   have   scientifically   proven   ways   to   treat   each   kind   of  

picky   eater   but   that   does   not   mean   their   research   is   without   purpose.   Lee   still   thinks  

it   will   help   parents   to   recognize   that   their   kids'   reaction   to   mealtime   may   not   always  

be   about   food   or   eating.   Therefore   it   does   not   make   much   sense   for   parents   to   get  



into   power   struggles   with   youngsters   every   time   they   sit   down   for   dinner.   In   all  

likelihood,   the   behavior   will   usually   go   away   or   lessen   after   age   5.  

Until   they   understand   more   about   the   differences   between   picky   eaters,   the  

nutritionists   recommend   a   few   time-tested   approaches.   For   a   child   who   does   not   like  

mixed   foods,   show   him   or   her   the   individual   ingredients   the   first   time   the   item   is  

served.   Acknowledge   that   your   child   has   preferences   but   serve   foods   they   do   not   like  

along   with   their   favorites.   Do   not   force   your   child   to   eat   something   new   but  

encourage   him   or   her   to   take   a   taste.   Most   of   all,   keep   trying,   Donovan   says.  

“Children   may   need   10   exposures   to   a   new   food   before   accepting   it.   Parents   often  

give   up   before   then."  

Four   Types   Of   Finicky   Eaters  

Sensory-dependent    eaters   reject   a   food   because   of   the   way   it   feels   or   how   it   smells  

(“Yuck,   slimy!”).  

Preferential   eaters   try   to   avoid   new   or   mixed   foods.  

General   perfectionists   have   specific   needs,   such   as   foods   not   touching   one   another.  

Behavioral   responders   may   cringe   or   gag   when   right   is   not   “right”   (“Ham   and   cheese  

should   be   on   white   bread,   not   brown!”)   or   may   refuse   to   come   to   the   table   before  

they   even   know   what’s   for   dinner.  

 
Answer   the   following   multiple   choice   questions   by   highlighting   the   correct   response.  
 

1. Which   paragraph   in   the   introduction   [paragraphs   1-4]   BEST   represents   the  
article's   central   ideas?  

a. Paragraph   4  
b. Paragraph   2  



c. Paragraph   3  
d. Paragraph   1  

2. Which   of   the   following   is   the   central   idea   of    the   section   (not   the   whole   article)  
“Don’t   Give   Up   On   New   Foods”?  

a. Soe   kids   simply   will   never   like   certain   foods.  
b. Most   picky   eaters   will   change   by   the   theim   they   are   5   years   old.  
c. There   are   things   parents   can   do   to   help   deal   with   behavior   related   to   picky  

eating.  
d. It   is   important   to   offer   picky   eaters   foods   they   do   not   like   as   well   as   foods  

they   will   eat.   
3. Based   on   the   sections   “Behavior   Plays   A   Role”   and   “Don’t   Give   Up   On   New  

Foods,”   with   which   of   the   following   statements   would   the   nutritionist   most   likely  
DISAGREE?  

a. Trying   different   approaches   to   picky   eating   can   be   helpful.  
b. There   is   not   much   parents   can   do   to   help   picky   eating   habits.  
c. Picky   eaters   have   different   reasons   for   their   picky   behavior.  
d. Picky   eating   is   pretty   common   among   preschool   children.   

4. A   child   who   refuses   to   eat   a   banana   because   of   the   squishy   texture   would   fall  
under   which   category   of   picky   eater?  

a. Preferential  
b. Sensory-dependent  
c. General   perfectionist  
d. Behavioral   responder   

5. According   to   the   article,   which   of   the   following   can   parents   do   to   help   picky  
eaters   to   stop   being   picky?  

a. Feed   children   the   same   types   of   foods  
b. Show   children   examples   of   different   kinds   of   picky   eaters  
c. Insist   that   children   try   new   foods   over   and   over  
d. Try   to   understand   children’s   behavior   at   mealtime  

6. Write   a   short   paragraph   that   explains   the   CENTRAL   IDEA   of   the   article.    Use   at  
least   two   details   from   the   article   to   support   your   response.   



Word List:  admonish, aghast, annihilate, benefactor, bestow, devious, devoid, heed, mortal, 
muse, pioneer, plague, subside, unwitting, wrath

Part 1:  Read the article closely - (3 times) one time straight through, one time for vocabulary 
and context clues and another time to take other notes.  You are to take notes (T Box) on the 
following:  vocabulary and context clues, central idea and how the central idea is developed, 
text structure for each paragraph, author’s purpose, and how the author refines (develops or 
explains) key ideas or concepts.  

Pandora’s Box
Modern English contains many words and phrases whose origins go back to ancient 

Greece.  One of these phrases is a Pandora’s Box, which has come to mean “something that 
produces unexpected problems or difficulties.”  For example, it could be said that the 
nineteenth-century French scientist Marie Curie, a pioneer in the study of uranium, opened a 
Pandora’s Box with her research.  It led later to the splitting of the uranium atom and the 
development of the atomic bomb, which game the human race, for the first time in history, the 
power to annihilate itself.  The expression  Pandora’s Box comes from a Greek myth that 
explains how evil and suffering came into existence in a world that was originally devoid of 
them.

The story starts with Prometheus, whom the ancient Greeks looked upon as a 
benefactor of the human race.  They believed that he stole fire from Zeus, the king of the gods, 
and gave it to  human beings.  To get revenge, the wrathful Zeus punished Prometheus by 
chaining him to a rock where eagles came and devoured his liver.  Each night it grew back, and 
each day it was devoured afresh.  Zeus was not satisfied with this, however; he also wanted to 
punish the people who had received  the precious gift of fire, so he came up with a devious 
plan.

Zeus ordered his son Hephaestus, the best craftsman of the gods, to create the first 
woman.  Her name, Pandora, means “all the gifts” because each of the gods bestowed a 
special gift upon her.  Aphrodite gave her beauty, and Hermes gave her the ability to be crafty.  
Zeus gave her a box, which he admonished her never to open.  But he also gave her the gift of
curiosity, so he knew that she would not heed his warning.

Zeus then sent Pandora to live on earth as a mortal.  She married and lived happily, 
untroubled except for one thing.  She could not stop glancing at the box that Zeus had given 
her, and this kept her musing about what it contained.  She was often tempted to lift the lid and 
peep inside, but then she would remember Zeus’s warning and restrain herself.  However, her 
curiosity, far from subsiding, increased with every passing day.

Finally, she could stand it no longer.  Acting swiftly, so as to give herself no time to think,
she picked up the box and opened it.  immediately, all the evils that now exist in the world flew 
out of Pandora’s Box.  Greed and envy, hatred and fear, disease and despair appeared on earth
for the first time and began to plague humankind.  Pandora was aghast at what she had done 
and quickly slammed the lid shut.  Too Late! She had been Zeus’s unwitting helper as he 
carried out his plan of revenge and proved his power once again.



Part 2:  Answer each of the following questions in the form of a sentence.  If a 
question does not contain a vocabulary word from the Word List, use one of the words in
your answers.  Use each word only once.  Questions and answers will then contain all 
fifteen words(or forms of the words).  You must use complete sentences and detailed 
answers.

1. What did Prometheus bestow on humankind?
2. What is the meaning of subsiding as it is used in the passage?
3. Did Pandora know what she was doing when she helped Zeus carry out his plan?
4. Why would it be incorrect to call Pandora a benefactor of humankind?
5. What is the meaning of devious as it is used in the passage?
6. What warning did Zeus give Pandora when he presented her with the box?
7. Did Hephaestus obey Zeus’s order?
8. How did Zeus’s gift of curiosity affect Pandora?
9. What is the meaning of plague as it is used in the passage?
10. Did Zeus show any pity for Prometheus?
11. In what way did Marie Curie take a lead in the world of science?
12. What is the meaning of mortal as it is used in the passage?
13. According to the myth, who suffered because of Zeus’s wrath?
14. Why can we say that Marie Curie opened a Pandora’s Box?

Part 3:  One page reflection (size 12 Times New Roman, Double Space or using lined 
notebook paper) Last, you will summarize the article as well as your notes by organizing your 
notes into sections.  It should be a reflective analysis not just a restating of facts from the article.
In your reflection, add how you think Madame Curie would have felt if she had known her 
research would lead to the atom bomb. Make sure that you use 5 vocabulary words in your 
summary.
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Part 1: Introduction

Theme: The City and the Country

Here’s a question you’ve probably asked: “What does that word mean?” You can usually 
answer it by looking up the word in a dictionary. But words and phrases have meanings 
beyond their dictionary definitions—specifically, connotative and figurative meanings.

The connotative meaning of a word or phrase is the feeling it tends to produce. Think about 
three words people often use to describe big cities: lively, crammed, and busy. A lively city 
sounds like a fun place to be. A crammed city sounds like it might be uncomfortable. And a 
busy city doesn’t sound either fun or uncomfortable—it just sounds like a city, nothing more. 
Lively has a good connotation, crammed a bad one, and busy a neutral one.

Authors also use figurative language to express ideas or experiences vividly. A common 
type of figurative language involves making an imaginative comparison—finding an unusual 
way that two different things seem to be alike. You can understand most figurative language 
by identifying what is compared and thinking about the effect of the comparison.

Read the passage. As you do, notice any imaginative comparisons the author makes.

As I stood atop the mighty skyscraper, a gentle breeze wrapped its arms around me. Down 
below, the people were as small as ants, and the cars were toys making their way through a 
miniature city. Muffled sounds floated up like balloons, the wind murmured softly, and a 
bird called from somewhere in the distance.

The chart below contains examples of figurative language from the passage. Study the first 
row, then complete the empty sections.

Example What Is Compared Effect of Comparison

“a gentle breeze wrapped 
its arms around me”

a breeze and a 
person’s arms

to make the breeze seem calming and 
pleasant, like a hug

“the cars were toys” cars and toys

“muffled sounds floated 
up like balloons”

So the question “What does that word mean?” is a little more interesting than it might seem. 
Reading becomes richer when you pay attention to these other, “extra” meanings.

Determining Word Meanings
Lesson 12 MS CCRS RL.7.4: Determine the meaning 

of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings. . . .
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Genre: Lyric Poem

Read the beginning of a poem that describes the speaker’s view of London as viewed from a bridge.

Explore how to answer this question: “How does the speaker use figurative language to make 
comparisons, and what is the effect?”

Think about what connection the speaker makes between a garment (a piece of clothing) and the 
beauty of the morning. What do these two unlike things have in common? Also think about how the 
speaker personifies the city, or gives it human-like qualities.

Use what you know about figurative language to complete the chart below.

Example What Is Compared Effect of Comparison

“This City now doth, like a garment, wear 
The beauty of the morning;”

On the lines below, explain what the speaker’s use of language tells you about his feelings for the 
city. Support your ideas with specific details from the poem.

    

    

    

    

Composed Upon Westminster  
Bridge by William Wordsworth

 Earth has not anything to show more fair: 
 Dull would he be of soul who could pass by 
 A sight so touching in its majesty: 
 This City now doth, like a garment, wear 
 The beauty of the morning; silent, bare, 
 Ships, towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie 
 Open unto the fields, and to the sky; 
 All bright and glittering in the smokeless air.

(continued)
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Show Your Thinking

Continue reading the poem. Use the Close Reading and the Hint to help 
you answer the question

Circle the correct answer.

Based on the connotations of words such as splendour, calm, and sweet, 
what is the speaker’s attitude toward the view of London in the morning?
A He admires the peace and beauty of the city scene.
B He prefers city sights to the valleys and hills of the country.
C He wishes that the river would flow quietly through the city.
D He hopes that the heart of the city will remain still and silent.

Hint
Look back at the words 
you circled. What do they 
suggest about the 
speaker’s feelings?

 Explain how the speaker’s description of the houses conveys his feelings about the city scene.

   

   

   

   

  With a partner, discuss the final two lines of the poem. What might the speaker mean by using the 
phrase “mighty heart”?

  Never did sun more beautifully steep 
 In his first splendour, valley, rock, or hill; 
 Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 
 The river glideth at his own sweet will: 
 Dear God! the very houses seem asleep; 
 And all that mighty heart is lying still!

Circle the words in the 
poem with positive 
connotations. How do 
they build on the positive  
feelings created in the 
first stanza?

Close Reading (continued from page 122)
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Part 4: Guided Practice

Genre: Lyric Poem

As I read, I’m going to 
think about how the 
speaker uses language in 
creative ways to convey 
thoughts and feelings 
about city and country 
life. I’ll look for examples 
of figurative language 
and words with 
connotations, such as 
“weather–wise.”

Read the following poem excerpt. Use the Study Buddy and Close Reading to guide your reading. 

from “At Loafing–Holt”  

by Paul Laurence Dunbar

  Since I left the city’s heat 
  For this sylvan, cool retreat, 
  High upon the hill–side here 
  Where the air is clean and clear, 
 5 I have lost the urban ways. 
  Mine are calm and tranquil days, 
  Sloping lawns of green are mine, 
  Clustered treasures of the vine; 
  Long forgotten plants I know, 
 10 Where the best wild berries grow, 
  Where the greens and grasses sprout, 
  When the elders blossom out. 
  Now I am grown weather–wise 
  With the lore of winds and skies. 
 15 Mine the song whose soft refrain 
  Is the sigh of summer rain. 
  Seek you where the woods are cool, 
  Would you know the shady pool 
  Where, throughout the lazy day, 
 20 Speckled beauties drowse or play? 
  Would you find in rest or peace 
  Sorrow’s permanent release?— 
  Leave the city, grim and gray, 
  Come with me, ah, come away. 
 25 Do you fear the winter chill, 
  Deeps of snow upon the hill? 
  ‘Tis a mantle, kind and warm, 
  Shielding tender shoots from harm. 
  Do you dread the ice–clad streams,— 
 30 They are mirrors for your dreams.

What words does the 
speaker use to describe 
life in the country? 
Underline these terms 
and write a plus or 
minus sign next to them 
to show whether they 
have positive or negative 
connotations.

Close Reading

Circle the word lore in the 
poem. What is its usual 
meaning?

Hints

Does the speaker prefer 
city or country life? Draw 
a box around descriptive 
words and phrases that 
indicate his feelings 
about the city.



Lesson 12

©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

L12: Determining Word Meanings 125

Part 4: Guided Practice

Use the Hints on this page to help you answer the questions.

1  Which sentence best describes what the speaker means in these lines: 
“Now I am grown weather–wise/With the lore of winds and skies”?

A Living in the woods in the wind and under the skies has made the 
speaker grow wiser.

B The speaker can “read” the wind and skies in order to predict the 
weather.

C The speaker warns that country life is not for everyone because 
the winds and weather are harsh.

D The speaker studies the weather and writes stories about how the 
wind and skies change.

2  Which line or lines from the poem best signals the change the speaker 
has noticed in himself since he moved to the country?

A “I have lost the urban ways.”

B “Sloping lawns of green are mine . . . .”

C ”Long forgotten plants I know . . . .”

D “Mine the song . . . is the sigh of summer rain.”

3  Explain how the speaker uses both connotative and figurative 
language to show how he likes the country more than the city. Include 
at least two examples from the poem to support your response.

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

from “At Loafing–Holt”  

by Paul Laurence Dunbar

  Since I left the city’s heat 
  For this sylvan, cool retreat, 
  High upon the hill–side here 
  Where the air is clean and clear, 
 5 I have lost the urban ways. 
  Mine are calm and tranquil days, 
  Sloping lawns of green are mine, 
  Clustered treasures of the vine; 
  Long forgotten plants I know, 
 10 Where the best wild berries grow, 
  Where the greens and grasses sprout, 
  When the elders blossom out. 
  Now I am grown weather–wise 
  With the lore of winds and skies. 
 15 Mine the song whose soft refrain 
  Is the sigh of summer rain. 
  Seek you where the woods are cool, 
  Would you know the shady pool 
  Where, throughout the lazy day, 
 20 Speckled beauties drowse or play? 
  Would you find in rest or peace 
  Sorrow’s permanent release?— 
  Leave the city, grim and gray, 
  Come with me, ah, come away. 
 25 Do you fear the winter chill, 
  Deeps of snow upon the hill? 
  ‘Tis a mantle, kind and warm, 
  Shielding tender shoots from harm. 
  Do you dread the ice–clad streams,— 
 30 They are mirrors for your dreams.

What words does the 
speaker use to describe 
life in the country? 
Underline these terms 
and write a plus or 
minus sign next to them 
to show whether they 
have positive or negative 
connotations.

Close Reading

Circle the word lore in the 
poem. What is its usual 
meaning?

Hints

Which phrase points out 
how life in the country 
has changed him?

Look back at the words 
and phrases you marked 
in Close Reading. What do 
their connotations 
suggest about the 
speaker’s feelings?
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Part 5: Independent Practice

Read the poem. Then answer the questions that follow.

Man and Nature in New York and Kansas
by Martha Baird

  Have you ever seen the fields of wheat, nothing but 
   wheat, from here to the horizon? 
  Ah, then, you have missed something. 
  I remember the wheat in Lane County, Kansas— 
 5 Named for James H. Lane, “Jim Lane, of Kansas,” 
   a hero at the time of “bleeding Kansas1”, a brave 
   man who worked hard and took chances so that 
   no human being should be owned by any other 
   human being in Kansas. 
10 So Lane County, Kansas, is named for him, 
  And I remember the wheat fields there. 
  Let me tell you how it was. 
  The earth is even, west of Dighton, 
  And the road is straight. 
15 On both sides, there is the wheat, 
  As far as you can see; And it waves 
  In the wind. 
  The heads of the wheat are heavy 
  And the stems are slim. 
20 The heads have a deeper color than the stems, 
  Deeper green in spring, Deeper amber later. 
  And so there is waving green, 
  Or waving amber, 
  Mile on mile. 
25 The sky is blue and wide and bright, 
  And the wheat waves under it. 
  I remember the wheat, and I hear the wheat saying: 
  “See what nature and man can do! 
  See what nature and man can do! 
30 Be happy, 
  We are the wheat.”

1 bleeding Kansas: a series of violent incidents in the Kansas Territory from 1854 to 1861 over the issue of whether Kansas would 
join the Union as a slave state or a free state
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Part 5: Independent Practice

  Have you ever seen the high buildings of Manhattan, 
   near sundown, on a cold, gray day? 
  Ah, then, you have missed something. 
35 Let me tell you how it is. 
  Walk down Lexington Avenue Towards 57th Street, 
  And look to the west. 
  Look up and see 
  The Great tall buildings,  
40 The cold stone buildings, 
  High against the sky. 
  Look! The great stone buildings are pink! 
  The setting sun is making them rosy! 
  They are solid and rosy, 
45 And give forth light. 
  The gray sky is confused and scurrying; 
  It is rosy too, in spite of itself. 
  The proud gorgeous buildings 
  Love the light 
50 They love the sun for making them rosy, 
  Showing what they can be. 
  Busy people go about their business, 
  Eyes on the ground, 
  While the proud gorgeous buildings say with the 
55  wheat fields: 
  “See what nature and man can do! 
  See what nature and man can do! 
  Be happy, 
  We are the rosy buildings and the wheat.”

 1  Read lines 48–49 from the poem.

 The proud gorgeous buildings 
 Love the light

Based on the connotations of the words in these lines, what is the speaker’s attitude toward 
the buildings?

A The speaker admires the buildings’ beauty and power.

B The speaker sees the buildings as cold stone structures.

C The speaker prefers natural creations like waves of wheat.

D The speaker feels that they, like humans, enjoy sunlight.
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Part 5: Independent Practice

 2  This question has two parts. Answer Part A, and then answer Part B.

Part A

This poem suggests what about New York and Kansas?

A That they are very different

B That they share a connection

C That they are violent places

D That they show what man can do

Part B

Which two lines from the poem signal the connection between New York and Kansas?

A ”And I remember the wheat fields there.”

B “See what nature and man can do!”

C “The setting sun is making them rosy.”

D “Let me tell you how it was.”

E “Busy people go about their business.”

F “We are the rosy buildings and the wheat.”

 3  Explain how the speaker uses both connotative and figurative language to express her 
feelings about how people and nature work together. Include at least two examples from the 
poem to support your response.

   

   

   

   

   

   

Go back and see what you can check off on the Self Check on page 120.Self Check



Directions: Read and highlight important information from the 
passage. Then answer the questions posted at the bottom of the 
passage.

How Rap Became the Sound
of the Mainstream

Quavo, Offset and Takeoff, of Atlanta trio Migos, are at the forefront of rap’s latest 
wave

By RAISA BRUNER  

When Philadelphia rapper Lil Uzi Vert was 20 years old, he uploaded 

http://time.com/author/raisa-bruner/


a few songs to SoundCloud, a free music-sharing platform. The tracks 

got a couple hundred plays, then a few thousand. Three years later, 

on the strength of a moody song called “XO Tour Llif3” and a series of

streaming-only mixtapes, the rapper, now 23, has racked up over a 

billion Spotify streams and nabbed a Best New Artist Grammy 

nomination.

Lil Uzi Vert’s rise is impressive. But this year, he’s just one in a crowd

of hip-hop stars who are dominating the mainstream. Nearly half of 

the songs on Jan. 27’s Billboard Hot 100 chart were rap or 

incorporate elements of hip-hop. Listening in the genre increased 74%

on Spotify in 2017, and Drake, the Weeknd and Kendrick Lamar were 

three of the platform’s top five most popular artists. This is a marked 

change from the past 10 years, when artists like Taylor Swift, Katy 

Perry and Lady Gaga ruled the charts. In fact, “Look What You Made 

Me Do,” the lead single from Swift’s latest album, Reputation, fell 

from the No. 1 spot on the singles chart after just three weeks, 

dethroned by the rapper Cardi B’s viral hit “Bodak Yellow.” That was 

quickly succeeded by the downbeat rap of Post Malone and 21 

Savage, whose single “Rockstar” topped the Hot 100 for eight straight

weeks.

The Grammys are evolving as well. In years past, Album of the Year 

nominations might nod to one hip-hop work, tokenizing the genre. 

This year, rap dominated the category, thanks to artists like Jay-Z, 

Lamar and Donald Glover, who has pushed genres with his musical 



project Childish Gambino. Three of the five nominees for Record of 

the Year are also hip-hop, as are three of the five up for Best New 

Artist, including Lil Uzi Vert.

For fans of American hip-hop, this recognition is long overdue. “It was

kind of a ‘Well, duh,’ moment,” says Ross Scarano, Billboard vice 

president of content. “Rap has been the most dominant force in 

American culture for years.”

From the seminal 1979 hit “Rapper’s Delight” to the heyday of 

mid-’90s gangster rap and the pop-rap crossovers of the early 2000s, 

there has long been an appetite for rap. But it hasn’t always made its 

way to the masses. The tastes of a few–radio titans and record-label 

kingpins of the predominantly older, white and male variety–often 

ruled distribution, and in turn popular success.

So what changed? It’s now easier than ever for rappers to make 

music–create a beat on a computer and drop in a voice note and you 

have the beginnings of a song. Add the power of streaming platforms 

like SoundCloud, Spotify and Apple Music, which makes it easier for 

fans to discover emerging voices, and it’s no surprise that hip-hop has

been given a new and lasting way to shine. This is not the first time 

rap has ascended to the mainstream; pop-rappers including Nelly, Ja 

Rule and Ludacris all enjoyed stretches atop the charts in the 2000s. 

But the breadth of its impact across metrics both quantitative and 

cultural now marks a new era, especially after the latest phase of pop-



star dominance. “We didn’t change anything,” notes Kevin “Coach K” 

Lee, one of the founders of revered Atlanta label Quality Control, 

about why rap is hitting its stride now. “We just kept it real. It just 

started connecting. Now it’s going to start expanding.”

On the new digital platforms, rap is freed from old-school constraints. 

“There are no gatekeepers,” says Nick Holmsten, Spotify’s vice 

president of content, global head of shows and editorial. “When I grew

up, you had to be in a band, know how to play a guitar.” Now you just 

need a touch of technological savvy to make the music–and access to a

smartphone to find it. The gatekeepers have been forced to shift their 

strategies in accordance with what listeners are actually consuming, 

regardless of its origins. “There’s not a single person today under the 

age of 25 that looks at music from a genre perspective,” notes 

Holmsten. “[People are] much bolder in their listening.”

Plus, streaming services give rappers the chance to be discovered by 

huge audiences. SoundCloud, for instance, claims to reach 175 million

global monthly users. Spotify has over 70 million subscribers and 

continues to grow rapidly; one popular hip-hop playlist curated by the 

platform, RapCaviar, has nearly 9 million regular listeners. Once the 

Billboard charts began taking all streaming data into consideration in 

2013, hip-hop gained ground. In turn, Top 40 radio took notice. And 

eventually, even the notoriously out-of-step Grammys had to change to

keep up. Last year, Chance the Rapper won an award for a streaming-

only album, the first of its kind to do so–a watershed moment, proving 



the viability of streaming even in the most traditional of environments.

Quality Control’s Lee and his label partner Pierre “Pee” Thomas have 

helped shepherd popular artists like Gucci Mane, Lil Yachty and 

Migos into the limelight. They say streaming helped bring rap out 

from underground-mixtape purgatory. “Rap was always in the 

mainstream,” Lee explains. Adds Thomas: “People are finally realizing

that rap music is running the culture right now. They’re just giving it 

proper acknowledgement.”

Consider Migos, a trio of Atlanta-born relatives. Quavo, Offset and 

Takeoff are three of the most popular rappers today, with a No. 1 

album, two Grammy nominations for their top-charting hit “Bad and 

Boujee” and a second album coming out on Jan. 26, aptly titled 

Culture II. (“It represents the power of rap, it represents the power of 

our generation,” 26-year-old Quavo says of the title. “Calling it 

Culture means we represent hip-hop.”) In the past, they might have 

found only niche popularity in the Atlanta trap scene. Instead, Lee and

Thomas discovered their work thanks to fans who were taking note 

online, and have guided the personality-driven trio toward blockbuster

national success. (Not without controversy: Offset recently came 

under fire for using homophobic language in his lyrics.)

Katy Perry, still one of pop’s biggest names, tapped the three to 

appear in her latest album’s second single. The result, the raunchy 

“Bon Appétit,” bombed. Just a few months before, though, Migos had 



notched their own No. 1 without any need to play nice with a pop star.

“It’s all about timing,” says Quavo. “Rap has been taking over slowly 

but surely. We’re influencing a whole new wave, a whole new style, a 

whole new flow of music.” For Offset, the key to their rise has been 

consistency: “We don’t just go through the motions.” Instead, they’ve 

released song after song, often as featured artists on other tracks. 

Fans are hungry for a constant stream of new content, and no one is 

better suited to satisfy this demand than a trio of prolific artists who 

work across genres. Then there’s their image: if rappers are the new 

rock stars, few embody that lifestyle better than the high-fashion, 

flashy Migos. Offset proposed to his girlfriend Cardi B with a giant 

eight-carat diamond ring, an event she splashed all over social media 

to great effect.

Their story speaks to rap’s particular appeal for aspiring stars: how 

nimbly it can be created, especially for those who might not otherwise

have the opportunity. Both Holmsten and Scarano refer to it, fittingly, 

as “democratic.”

It’s impossible to talk about rap as a genre without also talking about 

issues of race and class, and in a national moment of deep division, 

it’s apt that people–especially young people of color–are turning to 

music to find an outlet. The barriers to entry, either as a fan or an 

artist, are lower than they’ve ever been; the visibility of those who 

have made it is, thanks to social media, higher than ever before. For 



kids, to become the next Migos, rising from the streets to hip-hop 

royalty, is a new American Dream.

Music trends have always been youth-powered, and today that youth 

taste skews to the specific and the authentic. That includes pop artists

like Lorde and Julia Michaels, who write reflectively about insecurity 

and desire, as well as the forward-thinking hip-hop boy band 

Brockhampton, the earnest rapper Lil Yachty and Young M.A., a rare 

openly queer voice in rap. In an era of increasingly complex identity 

politics, the perspectives that rappers share hit home. “There’s a 

craving for more complicated art,” Scarano says. But for many 

listeners, it’s also more relatable art.

And just as there’s tremendous variety in other genres, so it is in rap. 

Yes, Migos sing about parties and sports cars, but they also reflect on 

their impressive rise into superstars from nothing. Kendrick Lamar 

wants us to consider our faith; Jay-Z examines the complexities of 

marriage; the buoyant Chance the Rapper doesn’t shy away from 

political statements. Artists like Desiigner and Jaden Smith are high-

spirited, while their emo-rap counterparts Lil Uzi Vert and Lil Xan 

reflect on substance abuse and heartbreak. Perennial hitmaker Drake 

flirts with global rhythms. Cardi B, the first female rapper to top the 

charts since Lauryn Hill in 1998, is an unlikely Cinderella story, 

urging women to know their worth. As rap has become the sound of 

the mainstream, the sonic landscape of the genre has become as 

varied as the U.S. is diverse.



Moreover, hip-hop’s recent ascendency means greater visibility for 

people of color at a moment when many feel under attack, whether as 

a result of police brutality or changing immigration policies. And even 

though several of rap’s rising stars are white, including G-Eazy and 

Post Malone, its most influential voices maintain deep roots in 

historically marginalized communities. As Scarano puts it, “Rap has 

always been a place for young black and brown people to speak about 

the world as they see it and as they live it.”

The fact that it’s now the new normal is a triumph for voices who 

haven’t always had platforms to call their own–and finally do. Migos 

are smart to call their albums “culture.” That’s exactly what it sounds 

like.

1.)Write an objective summary of this passage.

2.)Explain what the central idea of this passage is and support your

answer with at least two pieces of evidence. 

3.)What is the author’s point of view of rap music, support your 

answer with at least one piece of textual evidence.

4.)How do the influences of rappers affect the world around them?

5.)Read the following paragraph from the passage: 

“When Philadelphia rapper Lil Uzi Vert was 20 years old, he 

uploaded a few songs to SoundCloud, a free music-sharing 



platform. The tracks got a couple hundred plays, then a few 

thousand. Three years later, on the strength of a moody song 

called “XO Tour Llif3” and a series of streaming-only mixtapes, 

the rapper, now 23, has racked up over a billion Spotify streams 

and nabbed a Best New Artist Grammy nomination.”  

What does the word nabbed mean is it is being used in this 

paragraph?

6.)Quickwrite - (Minimum of 7 sentences) - Often times we forget 

the impact music has on the world we live in. Describe a time 

when music impacted you, be sure to describe in detail what you

heard and it changed your perspective. 



Dear Parents & Students: 
Due to the recent events with school closings, the information provided in this letter will help 
with any questions you or your child might have regarding various assignments. 
Please bear in mind that these assignments will not be graded, nor will they count against your 
child in any way. This is merely a way for your child to review different skills that he or she may 
need extra help with. 
 
You will receive the most updated information regarding assigned work and important dates via 
SchoolStatus. We will provide assignments, notes, instructional videos, etc. via Google 
Classroom and Edulastic. 
 
Starting Monday, March 30th, we will be available the following office hours to answer any 
questions. 
 
● 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday - Friday 
 
During this time we will be available to parents via School Status, Google Classroom, and or 
email for parents and/or students who are struggling with the current assignments or who have 
general questions regarding the work. 
 
At any time you wish to contact me, please feel free to email me at 
erbailey@tupeloschools.com; Bailey remind code is @af8a9 or via SchoolStatus. 
kgholland@tupeloschools.com; Holland remind code is @kgh1920 or via SchoolStatus. 
nsshoemaker@tupeloschools.com;Shoemaker remind code is @nanettesh or via SchoolStatus. 
mtwages@tupeloschools.com; Wages remind code is @wagesu or via SchoolStatus. 
ajparker3@tupeloschools.com; Parker remind code is @tmshel or via SchoolStatus. 
IF using remind text code to 81010. 
 
Thank you, in advance, for your support and patience during this trying time. Please know we 
miss our students and hope they are doing well during this time. 
 
Sincerely, 
7th grade U.S. History department 
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7th Grade Social Studies 
March 30 - April 17  

 
 

  Monday 
March 30  

Tuesday 
March 31 

Wednesday 
April 1 

Thursday,  
April 2 

Friday,  
April 3 

Social 
Studies 

1. Geography 
Term vocabulary 
boxes. 
 
 

1. Physical features   
vocabulary boxes 
 
 

1.  Map of continents 
and oceans. 
 2. Reading on 
continents with 
questions. 
3. Geography 
mid-point check 

1.  5 themes of 
geography reading. 
2.  five themes of 
geography 
matching. 

1.  What is 
geography reading? 
With questions. 
2.  Five themes of 
geography with 
three parts. 

  

  Monday,  
April 6 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

Wednesday, 
April 8 

Thursday,  
April 9 

Friday,  
April 10 

Social 
Studies 

1. States 
worksheet with 
questions. 
(directions) 
 2. Regions map 
with questions.  

1. Land and sea    
reading with  
questions. 
 
2. Geography word   
search. 
 

1.  Geography 
reading with 
questions on the 
side. 
2.  5 themes 
matching. (there are 
two different 
readings and 
questions) 

1. Culture notes and 
chart provide. 
 2. Customs and 
traditions reading.  
3. After reading, 
write a one 
paragraph essay on 
your traditions. 
4. 50 states word 
search. 

1. Compass Rose 
worksheet. 
2. latitude and 
longitude map. 

  

  Monday,  
April 13 

Tuesday,  
April 14 

Wednesday, 
April 15 

Thursday,  
April 16 

Friday,  
April 17 

Social 
Studies 

1. Primary source 
reading on Cortez 
and Montezuma 
with primary source 
worksheet 
questions.  

2. Primary source on    
reading Martial Law   
in Virginia with   
primary source  
questions. 

1. Primary source 
reading on The 
Council House Fight 
with primary source 
questions. 

 13 colonies map 
Spheres of the Earth 
worksheet 

 Geography choice 
board. 
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Week of March 30-April 3, 2020 
Assignments for 7th Grade U.S. History 
***This packet is numbered. Please keep in order.  

 
*Monday : 1. Geography Term vocabulary boxes. 
 
*Tuesday : 1.Physical features vocabulary boxes 
 
*Wednesday : 1. Map of continents and oceans. 

2. Reading on continents with questions. 
3. Geography mid-point check 

 
*Thursday:  1. Five Themes of Geography reading. 

2. Five Themes of Geography matching. 
 

*Friday: 1. What is geography reading? With questions. 
2. Five Themes of Geography with three parts. 
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Vocabulary Boxes 
Name:___________________________ Date:__________________________ 

 Word and Definition.  Use it in a  sentence.        Synonym. Draw a  Picture 

Geography - 
Study of the earth 

     

Physical maps - show 
landforms and water features 
that appear on earth’s surface, 
ie oceans, deserts and 
mountains. 

      

Map - flat representation of 
earth or a part of the earth. 

   

Globe - three dimensional 
replica of planet earth 

      

Altitude - measurement of 
distance above sea level 
 
 
 

      

 Latitude - the distance of a place 
north or south of the earth's 
equator,  expressed in degrees 
and minutes. (horizontal) 

      

Longitude - the angular 
distance of a place east or 
west of the Prime meridian 
(vertical lines) 

      

4 



Continent - any of the world's 
main continuous expanses of 
land 

      

Equator - an imaginary line 
drawn around the earth 
equally distant from both 
poles, dividing the earth into 
northern and southern 
hemispheres 

   

Prime Meridian - divides Earth 
into the Eastern Hemisphere 
and the Western Hemisphere. 
The prime meridian is at 0° (0 
degrees) longitude. 

   

Weather - temperature and 
moisture on a given day. 

   

Political Maps - show the 
names and political (not 
politics) borders of a place. (ie 
state lines) 
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Vocabulary Boxes 
Name:___________________________ Date:__________________________ 

 Word and 
Definition. 

 Use it in a  sentence.        Synonym. Draw a  Picture. 

Delta - triangular 
shaped land that 
forms at the mouth 
of a river. 

      

Mountain- is a large 
landform that rises 
above the 
surrounding land 
in a limited area, 
usually in the form 
of a peak 

      

Mountain range - a 
series of mountains 
that are connected 
to each other. 

   

Ocean -  a huge 
body of saltwater 
that covers about 71 
percent of the Earth's 
surface. 

      

Sea - defined as a 
portion of the ocean 
that is partly 
surrounded by land 
 
 
 
 

      

 Island - land that is 
surrounded by water 
on all sides. 
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Peninsula - body of 
land with water on 
three sides. 

      

 Lake - body of 
water surrounded by 
land on all sides.  

      

Strait - a naturally 
formed, narrow, 
typically navigable 
waterway that 
connects two 
larger bodies of 
water 

   

Plains - a large area 
of flat land with few 
trees. 

   

Plateau - an area of 
relatively level high 
ground 

   

Volcano - a 
mountain or hill, 
typically conical, 
having a crater or 
vent through which 
lava, rock 
fragments, hot 
vapor, and gas are 
being or have been 
erupted from the 
earth's crust 
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The 5 Themes of Geography 
 
Geography is a science that deals with the earth’s surface. 
There are five big ideas or “themes” of geography. These are some of 
the major things that geographers study. 
 
The first theme of geography is location. Location talks about 
where a place is in the world. Geographers split location into two 
different types: relative location and absolute location. Relative 
location talks about where a place is in relation to other places. 
Absolute location talks about the exact spot on the earth a place is in. 
 
The second theme is place. Place is also split into two categories: 
human geography and physical geography. Human geography is all of 
the things in a location that are man-made (like buildings, houses, 
schools etc.). Physical geography is things found in nature, like 
mountains, streams and valleys. 
 
The third and fourth themes are movement and human- 
environmental interaction. Movement is how people move from place 
to place, as well as how goods are moved in and out. Human- 
environmental interaction is how people adapt to or change the 
Environment. 
 
The final theme of geography is region. A region is an area that is 
united by a common physical geography or people with a common 
culture. There are different regions in continents, countries and even 
states! 
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Name: ______________________________ 
 
5 Themes of Geography Questions 
 
1) What are the five themes of geography? 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
2) Which of the five themes would “Michigan has 5 great lakes” fall under? 
a) location  
b) place  
c) movement 
d) region  
e) human-environmental interaction 
 
3) What is the difference between absolute and relative 
location? 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
4) There are two different kinds of geography in the “place” theme. They are 
___________________ geography and __________________ geography. 
 
5) A region is a place that shares ____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
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5 Themes of Geography 
DIRECTIONS: Read the statements below and identify, using the symbols provide, what theme of 
geography each statement is talking about. 
 
L = Location P = Place H = Human/Environment Interaction M = Movement R = Region 
 
_____ 1. Stephen is looking at a map of the United States. He identifies where Chicago, Illinois is by 
finding its longitude and latitude. 
 
_____ 2. Sammaria takes a trip to Europe with her family. She notices that fashions in Europe are 
very different than they are in the United States so she decides to send Darertu a picture message 
showing and communicating to her some of the crazy outfits. 
 
_____ 3. Nicole, Lexi, and Solina are all hanging outside together. Lexi notices that it is starting to 
rain and suggests that they all go inside. Nicole says don’t worry about it and pulls out an 
umbrella for all three to share. 
 
_____ 4. Amilio and Antonio are shooting paper balls into the garbage when Antonio asks – “Hey 
Amilio what part of the world has the most Spanish speakers?” Amilio replies, “Latin America, of 
course.” 
 
_____ 5. Hailey and Charity wanted to go somewhere during winter break, but couldn’t decide where. 
Charity suggested that they go to Washington because there they could see Mount St. Helen 
and go to Starbucks for coffee everyday, since there is one on every corner. 
 
_____ 6. Denise’s family is originally from Mexico. Her family moved to California before she was 
born, then back to Mexico when she was three, and finally to Minnesota when she seven. 
 
_____ 7. Boulieny wanted directions to Hazel Park Academy from his house, so Alana made the 
following statement: “Hazel Park is north of the BP gas station, and about a mile from 94.” 
 
_____ 8. Selena missed school on Thursday and asked Orlandria to tell her what we did. Orlandria 
explained that we divided the United States into the following categories: West, Midwest, 
Southwest, Southeast, and Northeast. 
 
_____ 9. Alexandra is driving to school one day and notices that there is a new bridge being built. 
According to the sign she passes, the bridge will help reduce traffic and therefore, once the 
bridge is complete, her trip to school will take less time. 
 
_____ 10. Nicole is from Los Angeles and Colleen is from St. Paul. Nicole thinks Los Angeles is 
better than St. Paul because it has lots of celebrities, and is near the Pacific Ocean. 
(continued next page) 
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What is Geography? 
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Week of April 6- 10 
Assignments for 7th Grade U.S. History 
***This packet is numbered. Keep it in order.  
 
*Monday : 1. States worksheet with questions. (directions) 

2. Regions map with questions. 
 

*Tuesday : 1. Land and sea reading with questions. 
2. Geography word search. 
 

*Wednesday : 1. Geography reading with questions on the side. 
2. 5 themes matching. (there are two different 

readings and questions) 
 

*Thursday: 1. Culture notes and chart provided. 
2. Customs and traditions reading. 
3. After reading, write a one paragraph essay on
your traditions.  
4. 50 states word search. 

 
*Friday: 1. Compass Rose worksheet. 

2. latitude and longitude map. 
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Land and Sea 
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Geography Terms Word Search Puzzle  
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5 Themes of Geography 
Match the following examples with the correct theme of Geography. You will use 
them more than once. 
 
L = location, P = place, M = movement , R = region , HEI = human environment 
interaction 
 
1. The barge took wood chips from Fulton to Mobile. ______ 
2. Farmer Ted used an irrigation system to water his crops.______ 
3. Blues music started in the Delta. ______ 
4. Mississippi is in the southeastern part of the United States. _____ 
5. When you post anything on social media there is always a digital 
record of that information-even if you delete it.  _____ 
6. We are going to Mt. Fuji by the mall after the meeting tonight. ______ 
7. Drilling for oil in the ocean  ______ 
8. New York City is known for its tall skyscrapers. ______ 
9. The Southeast is known for growing rice, tobacco, and cotton. _____ 
10. Trade between the U.S. and China is booming. ______ 
11. The White House is located at 1600 W. Pennsylvania Avenue. _______ 
12. My Nike shirt was made in Guatemala. ______ 
13. Northern Alaska is a cold climate. _______ 
14. The Pyramids in Egypt are huge, impressive structures. _______ 
15. The Timber Company cuts down acres of trees to make lumber _______ 
16. Her backyard has green grass and a pond.  _______ 
17. Flatten/cut through land to build roads.  _______ 
18. Six Flags is in Atlanta, Georgia. _______ 
19. The Mississippi River is west of Mississippi. _______ 
20. The teenager has to mow the yard after school. _______ 
21. His house is near McDonald’s. _______ 
22. One of the seven wonders of the world is the Hanging Gardens 
that is in Babylon.  _______ 
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Culture Notes 
Culture is the set beliefs, behaviors, and traits 
 
Ethnic group- a group of people with a common factor  ie: Native Americans. 
 Some countries can have numerous ethnic groups. In that case 
you will have several minority groups and one majority. 
 
Dialect- a regional variety of a language with unique features, such 
people who speak the same language can sometimes understand other dialects, but at 
times, the pronunciation, or accent, of a dialect can be nearly impossible for other to 
Understand. 
 
Religion-beliefs in a higher power and/or life after death. Some individuals see their 
religion as a tradition to follow during special occasions or holidays while others view 
their religion as the most important aspect of their daily life.  
 
Customs-a traditional and or doing something that is specific to a particular society, 
place, or time. This could be the accepted way of greeting a person (handshake, hug, 
nod) to how a meal is served (person of respect served first and pass only to the right). 
 
History 
History shapes how we view our nation and our culture.  
We often celebrate holidays to honor the heroes of our country or religion. We also 
remember the dark times in our nation or religion’ s history. 
 
Arts & Sports--Nearly all cultures have unique art forms that celebrate their history or 
beliefs. Some art forms, such as singing and dancing, are serious parts of religious 
ceremonies or other cultural events. Sports are also a vital part of shared culture in a 
community. 
Government--the working of a nation.  
Despite differences, governments around the world share certain features. They 
maintain order within an area and provide protection from outside dangers. 
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Week of April 13-17 
Assignments for 7th Grade U.S. History 
***This packet is numbered. Keep it in order.  
 
*Monday :1. Primary source reading on Cortez and Montezuma 
with primary source worksheet questions. 
 
*Tuesday : 1. Primary source on reading Martial Law in Virginia with 
primary source questions. 
 
*Wednesday : 1. Primary source reading on The Council House 
Fight with primary source questions. 
 
*Thursday:1. 13 Colonies map.  

2. Spheres of the Earth worksheet 
 
*Friday: Geography choice board. Choose one item from the board  

 to complete.  
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Questions for NASA worksheet on Spheres 
1. How many spheres are there? 
 
 
 
2. List the spheres and tell what each one means. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. List two examples from each sphere. 
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Dear   Parents   &   Students:  

 

Due   to   the   recent   events   with   school   closings,   the   information   provided   in   this   letter   will  

help   with   any   questions   you   or   your   child   might   have   regarding   various   assignments.  

Please   bear   in   mind   that   these   assignments   will   not   be   graded,   nor   will   they   count  

against   your   child   in   any   way.   This   is   merely   a   way   for   your   child   to   review   different   skills  

that   he   or   she   may   need   extra   help   with.   

 

You   will   receive   the   most   updated   information   regarding   assigned   work   and   important  

dates   via   SchoolStatus.    We   will   provide   assignments,   notes,   and   instructional   videos  

via   Haiku.  

 

Starting   Tuesday,   March   30th,   you   will   be   able   to   contact   your   child’s   teacher   between  

the   hours   of   8:00   am   and   3:00   pm.   During   this   time,   we   will   be   available   via   Remind,  

SchoolStatus,   and   email   for   parents   and/or   students   who   are   struggling   with   the   current  

assignments   or   who   have   general   questions   regarding   the   work.  

 

Provided   below   is   contact   information   for   the   7th   grade   science   teachers.  

 

Annette   Cox  amcox@tupeloschools.com  Remind:   @fgc786f  

Ashley   Wallace  anwallace@tupeloschools.com  Remind   Code:   g49kk8  

James   Ethridge jhethridge@tupeloschools.com  Remind   Code:   @coachetms  

Sherry   Barnes  sabarnes@tupeloschools.com  Remind   Code:   @d84626  

Crystal   Wilson  cawilson@tupeloschools.com  Google   Classroom   

 

 

Thank   you   for   your   support   and   patience   during   this   trying   time.  

 

Sincerely,  

  

7th   grade   Science   teachers  

 

mailto:amcox@tupeloschools.com
mailto:anwallace@tupeloschools.com
mailto:jhethridge@tupeloschools.com
mailto:sabarnes@tupeloschools.com
mailto:cawilson@tupeloschools.com


7th   Grade   Science  
March   30   -   April   17   

 

  Monday  
March   30   

Tuesday  
March   31  

Wednesday  
April   1  

Thursday,   
April   2  

Friday,   
April   3  

Science  Atom   Anatomy  

Foldable  

 Atomic  Structure    

Crossword   Puzzle  

  Atomic   Basics    Atoms   Reading   and  

Crossword   Puzzle  

  Biogeochemical  

Cycles   Crossword   

  

  Monday,   
April   6  

Tuesday,   
April   7  

Wednesday,  
April   8  

Thursday,   
April   9  

Friday,   
April   10  

Science  Biome   Coloring  

Map   and   Questions   

 Cycles  of  Matter     

Foldable  

  Deer:   Predation   or  

Starvation?  

  How   May   I   take  

your   order?  

  Lesson   of   the  

Kaibab  

  

  Monday,   
April   13  

Tuesday,   
April   14  

Wednesday,  
April   15  

Thursday,   
April   16  

Friday,   
April   17  

Science    Mass,   volume,  

density   practice  

problems  

 Metric  Conversion    

Practice  

  Plant   vs   Animal  

Cells,   Venn   Diagram  

  Weather   Maps   1    Weather   Maps   2  
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ACROSS
2. A beam of electrons.
4. The fundamental parti-
cle of visible light.
5. The center of an atom.
9. The term given to atoms 
that have the same number 
of protons but different 
numbers of neutrons.
11. How positive or nega-
tive an atom is.
12. A negatively charged 
subatomic particle.
13. A subatomic particle 
with no charge.
15. The smallest unit of an 
element.
17. Electron emitted by 
radioactive decay.
20. The number of protons 
in an atom.
21. The region of space 
around the nucleus where 
an electron is likely to be 
found.
22. An atom that has a 
positive or negative charge 
due to the gain or loss of 
one or more electrons.
23. The total number of 
protons and neutrons in 
the nucleus of an atom.
25. Empty space around 
the nucleus of an atom 
where electrons travel.

DOWN
1. A subatomic particle with a pos-
itive charge.
3. The time for a radioactive sub-
stance to lose half of its radioactiv-
ity.
4. A minute quantity of matter.
6. A form of matter that cannot 
be chemically broken down into 

simpler substances.
7. Smaller than or occurring within 
an atom.
8. The lowest possible energy state 
of an atom.
10. Changing of one element to 
another through radioactive decay.
14. New Zealand physicist who 
figured out subatomic structure.
15. Two neutrons and two protons 

bound together and produced by 
radioactive decay.
16. Emission of particles from an 
unstable atom.
18. English physicist who discov-
ered the electron.
19. To break into smaller pieces.
24. The Danish physicist who made 
essential contributions to the un-
derstanding of atomic structure.

Atomic Structure
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Crossword Word Bank
Atomic Structure

Alpha Particle

Atom

Atomic Number

Beta Particle

Bohr

Charge

Cathode Ray

Decay

Electron

Electron Cloud

Element

Ground State

Half-Life

Ion

Isotope

Mass Number

Neutron

Nucleus

Orbital

Particle

Photon

Proton

Radioactivity

Rutherford

Subatomic

Thomson

Transmutation
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Atomic Basics       Name ___________________________ 
 
Part A:  Atomic Structure  
 
1.  Draw five protons in the nucleus of the atom.  Label them with their charge. 

2.  Draw six neutrons in the nucleus of the atom.   

3.  Draw two electrons in the first energy level and label them with their charge. 

4. Draw three electrons in the second energy level and label them with their charge. 

5.  What element is represented by the diagram? ____________  
 
Part B:  Atomic Calculations 
  
6.  Label the information provided in the periodic table.  
 

 7. What does the atomic number represent? 

 ____________________ or ____________________ 

 8. What does the atomic mass represent?  

 ____________________ + ____________________ 
 
 

 
9. How would you figure the number of protons or electrons in an atom?  
 
 
10. How would you figure the number of neutrons in an atom? 
 
 
11.  Use your knowledge of atomic calculations to complete the chart.  
 

Element Atomic 
Number 

Atomic 
Mass 

Protons Neutrons Electrons 

Li 
P 
Cl 
Ni 
K 

Ag 
H 
Si 
W 
Ne 

 
 

8 
O 

Oxygen 
15.999 
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Part C:  Electron Configuration 
 
12. How many electrons can each level hold?  1st = _____  2nd = _____ 3rd = _____ 
 
13. What term is used for the electrons in the outermost shell or energy level?  ____________________ 
 
14. Scientists use two types of diagrams to show the electron configuration for atoms.  Follow your teacher’s directions 
to complete the diagrams.  
 
 Sulfur 
 Atomic # = 16 

Atomic Mass = 32 

Protons = ____ 

 Neutrons = ____ 

 Electron = ____ 
 
 
15. Calculate the missing information and then draw the Bohr Diagram and Lewis Structure for each element. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16.  Answer the questions below based on the elements in question #15.  
 
(1) Which elements had a filled outermost shell?  _____ _____ 
 
(2) Which element would be most likely to lose electrons in a chemical bond?   _____ 
 
(3) Which element would be most likely to gain electrons in a chemical bond? _____ 

 
(4) Which elements are not likely to bond with other elements?  _____ _____  Why?  _________________________ 
 
 
 

Bohr Diagram 
Shows all electrons 

Lewis Structure 
Shows valence electrons 

S 

Atomic # = 3 

Mass # = 7 

# of P = ____ 

# of N = ____ 

# of E = ____ Li 

Atomic # = 10 

Mass # = 20 

# of P = ____ 

# of N = ____ 

# of E = ____ Ne 

Atomic # = 12 

Mass # = 24 

# of P = ____ 

# of N = ____ 

# of E = ____ Mg 

Atomic # = 17 

Mass # = 35 

# of P = ____ 

# of N = ____ 

# of E = ____ Cl 

Atomic # = 2 

Mass # = 4 

# of P = ____ 

# of N = ____ 

# of E = ____ He 

Atomic # = 14 

Mass # = 28 

# of P = ____ 

# of N = ____ 

# of E = ____ Si 



Name: __________________________________

An Atom Apart
by Leslie Cargile

Have you ever walked through a cloud of gnats on a 

hot summer, only to have them follow you? No matter 

how you swat at them, or even if you run, they won’t 

leave you alone. If so, then you have something in 

common with an atom. 

Atoms are the building blocks of molecules, which 

when combined, make up everything. From the 

smallest one-celled amoeba, to every person who has 

ever lived, to the largest and brightest stars in the sky, 

atoms are everywhere.

Even way back in the time of ancient Greece, they 

wondered about atoms. That’s where the word 

comes from, ancient Greece. The word A’tomos, 

when translated into English, means: something that 

cannot be divided any further. So what’s an atom 

look like? Up until very recently no one could say one 

way or another.

Technically we can’t see individual atoms, since there 

are no microscopes powerful enough.  Since 

technology improves all the time, it may not be long 

before we can actually see a whole atom through a 

special microscope.  Even though scientists cannot 

see atoms with microscopes, they have developed 

ways to detect them and learn about them.

Atoms are made up of three basic parts; protons, 

neutrons, and electrons. There is a core, or nucleus, 

and an electron cloud. The nucleus is made up of 

positively charged protons and neutral neutrons. The 

nucleus is held closely together by electromagnetic 

force.

Protons and neutrons make up the nucleus  of the atom. 

A cloud of electrons orbits the nucleus.

The negatively charged electrons are bound to the 

nucleus, and zap around it in a cloud. Do you 

remember the cloud of gnats? The gnats would be 

the electrons zipping around you, the nucleus.

There are different ways atoms are classified. They can 

be classified into elements, like oxygen, carbon, or 

hydrogen.  All of the elements known to man so far 

can be found on the periodic table.  The number of 

protons an atom has decides the chemical element. 

The number of electrons defines the atom's chemical 

properties, like its melting temperature and boiling 

point. 

The study of atoms and tiny particles that are even 

smaller is called quantum mechanics.  Scientists still 

have much to learn about atoms.   Maybe you will 

enter the study of quantum mechanics and find a 

brand new element.  Maybe they’ll even name it after 

you!

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com
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Name: __________________________________

An Atom Apart
by Leslie Cargile

1. What are atoms?

a.  tiny particles that make up all matter

b.  tiny particles that can only be seen with a microscope

c.  tiny particles that look like gnats

d.  particles that are so large they cannot be seen

2. What does the word A'tomos mean in ancient Greece?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Complete the graphic organizer.

4. What is quantum mechanics?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5. If you wanted to find the chemical element of an atom, you would need to...

a.  know how many electrons it has b.  know how many protons it has

c.  know its melting temperature d.  see it with a microscope

6. The author begins this article by comparing a cloud of gnats to an atom.  In this scenario, 

what do the gnats represent?  What does the person walking through the gnats represent?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Something to Think About: If you discovered a new element that was added to the periodic table, 

what would you name it?  

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com
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Name: __________________________________

An Atom Apart
Vocabulary Crossword

Across

1. positively charged parts of an atom

6. negatively charged parts of an atom

7. atoms are the building blocks for...

8. the number of electrons in atoms determine an 

    element's ___ properties

9. neutrally charged parts of an atom

10. a chart which lists all of the known elements

Down

2. protons and neutrons are found in this part of an 

    atom

3. type of force that holds the nucleus of an atom 

    together

4. area of science that studies tiny particles like atoms

5. the word a'tomos comes from this language

Super Teacher Worksheets - www.superteacherworksheets.com
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2/1/2019 Biogeochemical Cycles Crossword - WordMint

https://wordmint.com/public_puzzles/790967 1/1

Across
1. Process by which water changes from a liquid to a gas.
3. Animals need nitrogen to produce ______________________.
10. Large organic molecule containing nitrogen that contains your
genetic information.
13. _________________________ occurs when fertilizer runoff
causes excess algae and water weeds.
14. Our atmosphere contains 78% free
_________________________.
15. The downward entry of water into the soil or rock surface.
16. Prokaryote responsible for "fixing" nitrogen.

Down
2. Process where water "evaporates" from plants.
4. Rain, snow, sleet, or hail.
5. Bacteria that break down organic matter.
6. What molecule is produced when nitrogen is fixed?
7. Process by which water vapor turns into liquid water.
8. Animals get nitrogen into their systems by eating
_______________.
9. Oats, peas, beans, corn
11. Helps plants to grow.
12. What "powers" the water cycle?

Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

Biogeochemical Cycles
1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8 9

10 11

12

13

14

15

16



 
Name_____________________________________________ 

 

Color the North American Biomes 
 
Color the map according to the clues listed below. Place a check mark in the box once you have completed that step.  

1. The dotted lines represent the border between the U.S. and Mexico and Canada. All other lines show biome borders. 
Color the U.S. borders (dotted line) red.   
2. Northern Canada and Alaska are tundra - color the tundra light blue   
3. Most of Canada is coniferous forest, also called a boreal forest or a taiga. Color the coniferous forest dark green.  
4. The west coast of the U.S. (California) is temperate deciduous forest. The east coast, all the way to the center of the 
country is also temperate deciduous forest. Color both areas light green.   
5. The Midwest (middle of the country) is temperate grassland, also known as the prairie. Color the grassland yellow.   
6. The eastern edge of Mexico and Central America, Hawaii, and the Caribbean Islands are all tropical rain forests. 
Color those areas purple.   
7. There is a northwest coniferous forest located in the far corner of the U.S (northwest). Color the northwest coniferous 
forest brown.  
8. The great lakes and the lakes in Canada are freshwater. Find each freshwater lake and color it pink.   
9. The bodies of water surrounding the continent are ocean. Color the coastal areas dark blue.   
10. The western region of the U.S. as well as Northern Mexico is desert. Color the desert orange.   
11. The western edge of Mexico is temperate deciduous forest. Color it the same color as you did the other temperate 
forests.  
12. Color code the squares at the bottom to match your biome colors.   
13. Label the countries: U.S.A., Canada, Mexico  

 

 



1. Name the 3 main biomes of the United States (land only). 

 

2. What two biomes are closest to where you live?    Place an X on the map to show your approximate location. 

 

3. What U.S. state could a person visit a tropical rain forest in?  What state could you visit a desert? 

 

4.  What are two other names for a coniferous forest?  

 

5. Point out Alaska by drawing an arrow to it. What biome is found in Alaska?   What animals would you likely 
find in this area? 

 

6. If you traveled due north from your current location, what biomes would you pass through (just going to the 
north pole)? 

 
7. A person is driving from Los Angeles, California to Washington D.C. Name the biomes the person will pass 
through, in the correct order.  

  

8. The following graphic shows a simplified version of biomes found across the world. Use the same colors as 
you did on the U.S.A. map to color the world map below. 
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The Carbon-Oxygen Cycle is 
 
 
 
Producers use  
 
 
 
Consumers use  

The Nitrogen Cycle is 
 
 
Free Nitrogen –  
 
 
Nitrogen Fixation –  
 
 
Return of Nitrogen to the Environment -  

The Water Cycle is 
 
 
 
Evaporation –  
 
 
Condensation –  
 
 
Precipitation -  
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The!Water!Cycle!is!the!continuous!process!by!
which!water!moves!from!Earth’s!surface!to!the!
atmosphere!and!back.!
!
Evaporation!–!The!process!where!molecules!of!
liquid!water!absorb!energy!and!change!to!the!gas!
state.!
!
Condensation!–!The!process!where!a!gas!changes!
back!to!liquid!water.!
!
Precipitation!–!As!water!condenses!in!the!clouds,!
they!get!heavier!and!drops!fall!back!to!the!Earth!in!
the!form!of!rain,!snow,!sleet,!or!hail.!

The!Carbon"Oxygen!Cycle!is!the!process!where!
carbon!and!oxygen!are!recycled!by!producers!
(plants)!and!consumers!(animals).!
!
Producers!use!the!carbon!from!the!carbon!dioxide!
in!the!air!produced!by!consumers.!!In!the!process!of!
photosynthesis,!producers!make!food!using!carbon,!
sunlight,!and!water!to!obtain!energy.!!Producers!
give!off!oxygen!as!a!waste!product.!
!
Consumers!use!the!oxygen!in!the!air!produced!by!
plants!(producers)!and!give!off!carbon!dioxide!and!
water!as!a!waste.!

The!Nitrogen!Cycle!is!the!process!of!turning!the!
Nitrogen!in!the!air!into!a!usable!source!of!
Nitrogen.!
!
Free!Nitrogen!–!Nitrogen!that!is!not!combined!
with!other!kinds!of!atoms.!
!
Nitrogen!Fixation!–!The!process!of!changing!free!
nitrogen!gas!into!a!usable!form!of!nitrogen.!
!
Return!of!Nitrogen!to!the!Environment!–!Once!
Nitrogen!has!ben!fixed!into!chemical!compounds,!
it!can!be!used!to!build!proteins.!!Decomposers!
break!down!these!compounds!in!animal!waste!
and!dead!organisms!returning!nitrogen!to!the!
soil.!!Bacteria!break!down!the!nitrogen!
compounds!completely!and!release!it!back!into!
the!air!as!free!nitrogen.!
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Deer:  Predation or Starvation? 
Introduction: In 1970 the deer population of an island forest reserve was about 2000 
animals. Although the island had excellent vegetation for feeding, the food supply obviously 
had limits. Thus, the forest management personnel feared that overgrazing might lead to 
mass starvation. Since the area was too remote for hunters, the wildlife service decided to 
bring in natural predators to control the deer population. It was hoped that natural 
predation would keep the deer population from becoming too large and also increase the 
deer quality (or health), as predators often eliminate the weaker members of the herd. In 
1971, ten wolves were flown into the island.  

The results of this program are shown in the following table. The population change  is the 
number of deer born minus the number of deer that died during that year.   The herd population started at 2000 when 
this study began.  

●  Calculate the number  of deaths (predation + starvation).  
● To determine the deer population change, subtract the number of deaths from births  (births - deaths), this can 

be a positive number, indicating growth, or a negative number which indicates a population decline.  
● Calculate the deer population by adding/subtracting the population change from the population the year before 
● The first row (1971) has been completed for you as an example. 
● Graph the deer and wolf populations as two lines (color and label) 

 

Year 
Wolf 
Population 

Deer 
Births 

Predation Starvation 
Number of 
deaths 

Deer Population 
Change 

Deer 
Population  

1970    starting population, data unknown for prior year. 2000 

1971 10 800 400 100 500 +300 2300 

1972 12 920 480 240    

1973 16 1,000 640 500    

1974 22 944 880 180    

1975 28 996 1,120 26    

1976 24 836 960 2    

1977 21 788 840 0    

1978 18 766 720 0    

1979 19 780 760 0    

1980 19 790 760 0    
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Analysis 

1. Describe what happened to the deer population between 1971 and 1980. 

 

 

2. When was the wolf population the highest?  What is the relationship between the number of wolves and the number 

of deer?  

 

 3. What do you think would have happened to the deer on the island had wolves NOT been introduced? 

  

  

4. Zero population growth occurs when a population has the same number of individuals entering the population (births) 
as those leaving the population (deaths). This results in very little change in the overall population numbers. In which 
year, was the deer population closest to ZPG? How do you know?  

 
 
5. Most biology textbooks describe that predators and prey exist in a balance. This "balance of nature" hypothesis has 
been criticized by some scientists because it suggests a relationship between predators and prey that is good and 
necessary.  Opponents of this hypothesis propose the following questions:  

▪ Why is death by predators more natural or "right" then death by starvation?  
▪ How does one determine when an ecosystem is in "balance"? 
▪ Do predators really kill only the old and sick prey? What evidence is there for this statement? 

 
What is your opinion of the balance of nature hypothesis? Would the deer on the island be better off, worse off, or 
about the same without the wolves? Defend your position.  

www.biologycorner.com 
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Name: _____________________________ Date: ___________ 
 

How May I Take Your Order? 
 
Have you ever looked a nutrition label? What type of information can you find? Does this 
information mean anything to you? Why do you think nutrition labels exist? 
 
Food regulation has been known to occur as early as the 13th century when the King of 
England prohibited bread makers from adding ground peas into the dough.  In America, 
it began as early as colonization; years later President Lincoln launched the Department 
of Agriculture and Bureau of Chemistry (which we know now as the F.D.A., Food and 
Drug Administration). 
 
In 1990, the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act (NLEA) was passed.  This act requires 
all packaged foods to have nutrition labeling and all health claims for foods to be 
consistent with certain terms defined by the Secretary of Health and Human Services. 
The food ingredient panel, serving sizes, and terms such as “low fat” and “light” are 
standardized. This has evolved into the nutrition label as we know it today. 
 
Just a year later in 1991, nutrition facts, which include basic per-serving nutritional 
information, are required on foods under the Nutrition Labeling and Education Act of 
1990. Food labels are to list the most important nutrients in an easy-to-follow format. 
 
1. Describe one of the earliest recorded food regulations: ________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________. 
 
2. Which two federal agencies did President Lincoln introduce? 
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________.  
 
3. What does the NLEA stand for? When was it passed, and how does it affect 
consumers? ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________. 
 
The three main items you will see listed on nutrition labels are fats, carbohydrates, and 
proteins. Each of these is different in structure and function, but they are similar in one 
way, that your body needs them to survive.  
 
Fats 
 
Our body needs fat for many things, including heat and padding to help protect our vital 
organs. But fat is also important for things on a more microscopic scale such as 

C 
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endocrine function and absorption of essential vitamins. Fat is made up of triglycerides 
and fatty acid chains, which are comprised of carbon, hydrogen and oxygen.  
 
 Fats can be saturated or unsaturated. Saturated fats are solid at room temperature, 
and have as many hydrogen atoms as they can carry (in other words they are 
“saturated” with hydrogen atoms).  Examples of saturated fats are fats found in butter, 
animal fat, ice cream, and whole milk.  
 
Unsaturated fats have less hydrogen atoms in their structure than saturated fats. This is 
because some of the carbon atoms in their structure create double bonds. Unsaturated 
fats are liquid at room temperature. Examples include most vegetable oils, fish oil, and 
most fats found in nuts. There are two categories of unsaturated fats: monounsaturated 
and polyunsaturated. The structural difference is that monounsaturated fats have one 
double bond between carbon atoms, and polyunsaturated fats have more than one 
double bond. Typically, unsaturated fats are best for your health because they actually 
improve good cholesterol and decrease bad cholesterol.  
 
Though your body does need fat to survive, having too much fat in your diet poses many 
health threats, including high cholesterol, which can lead to stroke and heart attack. The 
cholesterol can build up in your arteries and eventually clog them, causing blood flow to 
significantly slow down to the brain and other parts of the body.  
 
4. Why does the body need fats? _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________. 
 
5. Which three types of elements make up fats? __________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________.  
 
6. Give four examples of saturated fats: ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________. 
 
7. Give two examples of unsaturated fats: _______________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________.  
 
8. What is the difference between monounsaturated fats and polyunsaturated fats? 
 ___________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________. 
 
9. Explain what could happen to your body if you consumed too much fat. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________. 
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10. For each picture below, label it as “saturated fat” or “unsaturated fat” in the line 
provided. 

  ______________________      _________________________ 
 
11. Is the unsaturated fat pictured monounsaturated or polyunsaturated? ____________ 
 
Carbohydrates 
 
Carbohydrates (or “carbs”) are also composed of carbon, oxygen and hydrogen atoms, 
but they are very different in design and function compared to  fats. Carbohydrates are 
what the body uses first for energy. Examples of carbohydrates included glucose, 
fructose, sucrose, and starches. Carbohydrates are sugars. Carbohydrates cannot be 
stored for very long, and are converted into glycogen in the liver. Any excess glycogen is 
stored as fat. You may have heard of “blood sugar”, this refers to your glucose levels. 
Your brain cannot use fat as energy directly; it needs glucose- hence why when your 
blood sugar is low, you tend to feel dizzy and unable to concentrate. But, don’t worry- 
your body has a way to convert fats into a usable form for the brain as a last resort. 
Carbohydrates are also required for cell function among all living things. 
 
Carbohydrates are found in many things. Plants use them for structural support in a form 
called cellulose. Cellulose appears on nutrition labels as “fiber”. We are not able to 
digest cellulose, but it aids in smooth digestion of the intestines.  
 
12. Give 3 examples of carbohydrates listed in the reading: 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
13. What does the liver convert excess carbohydrates into? _____________________ 
 
14. Explain why low blood sugar leaves you feeling dizzy: _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________. 
 
15. What is cellulose? ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The theory behind the Atkins diet is that by eliminating carbs completely, your body will 
directly use stored fats, thus a quicker way to burn excess fat. This theory has not been 
proven, as there are many factors involved, and the body is a very complex machine.  
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Proteins 
 
Proteins are not particularly useful for energy- but our bodies do need them to build and 
repair muscle tissue. Proteins are broken down into smaller molecules called amino 
acids. Our bodies do not have a way to store proteins, they just sort of hang around until 
they are needed. Foods that are highest in proteins include meats, eggs, nuts, cheese, 
yogurt, and other types of dairy. Proteins are also important for cell function.  
 
16. Name 2 reasons our bodies require proteins: ______________________________ 
__________________________________________________________. 
 
17. Name 4 types of foods high in protein. ___________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________. 
 
Calories 
 
Most of us think of calories as being related to food, but calories can be found in just 
about anything containing energy. As we know our body needs to energy to survive- it 
needs energy to do anything at all! Let’s say your breakfast this morning was 250 
calories, your body takes these calories and breaks them down through metabolic 
processes. These metabolic processes break down the carbohydrates, fats, and proteins 
and send them through the blood stream to cells, or continue on with the metabolic 
process to react with oxygen to release energy. 
To simplify things, Carbohydrates, Fats, and Protein, are the actual energy when broken 
down by our body. Every carbohydrate, fat and protein has its own amount of energy, or 
calories. See the table below:  
 

Type of organic molecule Amount of calories per gram 

Fat 9 

Carbohydrates  4 

Protein 4 

 
Example) If you ate a meal that had 4g of fat, 16g of Carbs, and 11g of protein, it 
would be 144 calories (4g Fat x 9cal/g=36 + 16g Carbs x 4cal per g= 64 calories + 
calories + 11g Protein x 4cal/g= 44 calories; 36 + 64 + 44 calories= 144 calories).  
 
 Number of grams Multiply # of grams 

by… 
Total 

Fats 4 9 36 
Carbs 16 4 64 
Protein 11 4 44 
            Total calories: 144 
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!
Use the information above to help you fill in the tables below: 
 
18. Number of grams Multiply # of grams by… Total 
Fats 14 9  
Carbs 22 4  
Protein 10 4  
            Total calories:  
!
Try this one…solve for the grams of carbs. 
19. Number of grams Multiply # of grams by… Total 
Fats 8 9  
Carbs ? 4  
Protein 19 4  
            Total calories: 220 

 
Reading a Nutrition Label- When reading a nutrition label, there are some key 
factors you want to look out for: serving size (as well as serving size per container) 
calories, total fat, carbohydrates, and proteins, and percent daily value.  
 

 
 
 

20. How many TOTAL calories are in this 
particular food? (Hint: multiply calories by 
total servings per container): 
_______________ 
 
21. Is this nutrition label for a fruit or 
vegetable, or any type of plant? How do 
you know? _________________ 
_____________________________ 
____________________________. 
 
22. Notice that decimals are not used on 
nutrition labels. The total number of 
Calories from Fat is listed as 130. You 
know how the total fat calories are 
calculated. Review the nutrition label. Is 
the Total Fat listed higher, lower, or the 
same as the actual total fat, based on the 
total calories from fat? 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________. 
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MATCHING GAME Try to match the nutrition labels pictured with the following by 
matching the letters to each numbered term.  
 
1) _____ 1 egg     2) _____ 1 Big Mac®      3) ____ 1 tomato   4) ______ 1 cup nonfat yogurt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name:____________________________________ 
 

The Lesson of the Kaibab 
Introduction: The environment may be altered by forces within the 
biotic community, as well as by relationships between organisms 
and the physical environment. The carrying capacity of an 
ecosystem is the maximum number of organisms that an area can 
support on a sustained basis. The density of a population may 
produce such profound changes in the environment that the 
environment becomes unsuitable for the survival of that species. For 
instance, overgrazing of land may make the land unable to support 
the grazing of animals that lived there.  

Objectives:  

● Graph data on the Kaibab deer population of Arizona from 1905 to 1939 
● Determine factors responsible for the changing populations 
● Determine the carrying capacity of the Kaibab Plateau 

Background 

Before 1905, the deer on the Kaibab Plateau were estimated to number about 4000. The average 
carrying capacity of the range was then estimated to be about 30,000 deer. On November 28th, 
1906, President Theodore Roosevelt created the Grand Canyon National Game Preserve to protect 
the "finest deer herd in America." 

Unfortunately, by this time the Kaibab forest area had already been overgrazed by sheep, cattle, and 
horses. Most of the tall grasses had been eliminated. The first step to protect the deer was to ban all 
hunting. In addition, in 1907, The Forest Service tried to exterminate the predators of the deer. 
Between 1907 and 1939, 816 mountain lions, 20 wolves, 7388 coyotes and more than 500 bobcats 
were killed.  

Signs that the deer population was out of control began to appear as early as 1920 - the range was 
beginning to deteriorate rapidly. The Forest Service reduced the number of livestock grazing 
permits. By 1923, the deer were reported to be on the verge of starvation and the range conditions 
were described as "deplorable."  

The Kaibab Deer Investigating Committee recommended that all livestock not owned by local 
residents be removed immediately from the range and that the number of deer be cut in half as 
quickly as possible. Hunting was reopened, and during the fall of 1924, 675 deer were killed by 
hunters. However, these deer represented only one-tenth the number of deer that had been born 
that spring. Over the next two winters, it is estimated that 60,000 deer starved to death.  

Today, the Arizona Game Commission carefully manages the Kaibab area with regulations geared to 
specific local needs. Hunting permits are issued to keep the deer in balance with their range. 
Predators are protected to help keep herds in balance with food supplies. Tragic winter losses can be 
checked by keeping the number of deer near the carrying capacity of the range. 

 

DATA 

1. Graph the deer population data. Place time on the X axis and "number of deer" on the Y axis. 
Make a LINE GRAPH! 

 

 

  



 

Data Table 

Year Deer Population 

1905 4,000 

1910 9,000 

1915 25,000 

1920 65,000 

1924 100,000 

1925 60,000 

1926 40,000 

1927 37,000 

1928 35,000 

1929 30,000 

1930 25,000 

1931 20,000 

1935 18,000 

1939 10,000 

 

 

Analysis 

1. During 1906 and 1907, what two methods did the Forest Service use to protect the Kaibab deer? 

  

 

2. Were these methods successful? Use the data from your graph to support your answer. 

 

 

3. Why did the population of deer decline in 1925? 

 

 

4. Why do you think the deer population size in 1900 was 4,000 when it is estimated that the 
plateau has a carrying capacity of 30,000? 

 

 

5. Based on these lessons, suggest what YOU would have done in the following years to manage 
deer herds. 

1915: 1923: 



Metric Conversion (A)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

4430 cm to km 3112 cm to km

8446 m to km 7535 mL to L

5681 mg to kg 5445 mm to km

6124 g to kg 0.02 cm to mm

8.006 km to mm 1927 mL to L

6.495 km to mm 14 mg to kg

2.396 m to mm 2173 mm to cm

2.444 kg to mg 443 cm to km

7.741 g to mg 9415 mm to km

1889 cm to m 2.005 kg to g

Math-Drills.Com



Metric Conversion (B)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

5.406 m to cm 1.636 km to mm

7969 m to km 4.931 km to m

5.048 g to mg 3942 mm to cm

0.501 L to mL 1993 m to km

1686 m to km 2206 mg to g

8.661 kg to g 2759 cm to m

4020 mm to m 7946 mL to L

4942 mm to m 9.104 cm to mm

4.006 km to m 4.461 m to cm

343 cm to m 1.97 km to cm
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Metric Conversion (C)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

7672 m to km 4.206 kg to g

813 cm to m 9.363 kg to g

7.191 cm to mm 7.434 km to mm

4951 mm to cm 5.626 km to mm

4.198 m to cm 2076 mg to kg

2951 cm to km 1.934 kg to g

4.365 kg to g 4.869 m to cm

6.789 L to mL 8.06 m to mm

3216 mm to km 3746 m to km

1682 cm to m 5379 mg to kg

Math-Drills.Com



Metric Conversion (D)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

3.201 km to mm 1.464 kg to mg

8770 mg to g 1.126 m to mm

2018 cm to km 0.488 kg to mg

9071 m to km 3.903 cm to mm

2177 mL to L 9123 cm to m

8671 mm to km 443 cm to m

1826 mL to L 8902 cm to m

5171 cm to km 3607 cm to km

6.818 km to m 3212 cm to km

5382 g to kg 1.653 m to cm

Math-Drills.Com



Metric Conversion (E)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

4035 mg to g 7177 cm to km

4273 m to km 8735 cm to m

5952 mL to L 8.798 g to mg

5159 g to kg 6667 mm to cm

6466 mg to g 1329 mm to m

1156 cm to m 7.927 km to m

7957 mm to m 6.91 kg to mg

7867 mg to g 9915 m to km

9616 mg to kg 1.456 L to mL

7.337 km to mm 0.466 cm to mm
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Metric Conversion (F)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

7.011 L to mL 0.782 cm to mm

3.239 L to mL 4598 m to km

2.909 m to mm 7990 mL to L

7323 cm to m 2.531 L to mL

9343 mL to L 2103 m to km

7116 g to kg 8934 mg to g

0.942 m to cm 7.943 km to mm

4859 m to km 3.444 kg to mg

9.486 kg to g 7272 cm to km

7707 g to kg 2.413 km to m

Math-Drills.Com



Metric Conversion (G)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

9.74 L to mL 1164 mm to cm

9.175 km to cm 1923 mg to kg

6.519 kg to mg 3645 mm to m

1832 g to kg 2041 mL to L

3.005 m to mm 6.575 L to mL

1244 mL to L 2329 mm to m

324 cm to km 5782 cm to km

1.174 km to cm 8.597 kg to mg

8361 m to km 8.44 km to mm

0.025 kg to mg 920 m to km
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Metric Conversion (H)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

7833 mm to km 1.705 L to mL

8.531 m to mm 2881 mm to m

3611 mm to km 2.598 kg to g

8.712 g to mg 2.095 g to mg

9.281 cm to mm 9.137 m to cm

4063 mg to g 1.956 g to mg

2981 mm to m 2723 mm to km

0.996 kg to g 4.65 m to mm

4.453 kg to g 1.764 kg to mg

1.542 cm to mm 5.41 L to mL
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Metric Conversion (I)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

3376 g to kg 6.569 cm to mm

7.296 cm to mm 8026 m to km

8.931 km to mm 5474 cm to m

4607 mm to cm 1601 mg to kg

0.625 kg to mg 2.226 g to mg

1.027 km to m 8.557 kg to mg

0.355 kg to mg 4.616 g to mg

3006 cm to km 3.901 kg to mg

5.732 cm to mm 4362 mm to cm

4.838 L to mL 5723 mg to kg
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Metric Conversion (J)
Convert each measurement to the unit indicated.

4.657 L to mL 8242 mg to g

8854 mm to cm 6.958 kg to mg

1130 mm to m 0.479 kg to g

6.869 cm to mm 8395 mg to g

2327 mL to L 6366 mm to cm

2877 mm to km 2935 mm to cm

6921 cm to m 7.159 km to m

6996 mm to m 1.094 km to mm

4652 mm to km 6.204 kg to g

0.665 L to mL 7.766 cm to mm

Math-Drills.Com



Organelle Color 

Cytoplasm Light blue 

Nucleus Purple 

Cell Membrane Dark Blue 

Vacuoles Gray 

Other organelles orange 

Organelle Color 

Chloroplasts Light Green 

Cell Membrane Dark Blue 

Cytoplasm Light blue 

Nucleus Purple 

Cell Wall Dark Green 

Vacuoles Gray 

Other organelles orange 

Plant Cell Animal Cell 

Name       



Plant Cell Animal Cell 



Scientist’s Name: _________________________ 
Work Hard – Get Smart – No Excuses.

!  

1.What kind of front is near North and South Carolina? 

2.What type of pressure system is covering South Carolina? 

3.What kind of weather is South Carolina experiencing? 

4. Name two cities that have high-pressure systems near them. 

5. Name two cities that can expect temperatures over 90⁰F. 

6. Name two cities that are experiencing rain. 

7. What way is the cold front moving and how can you tell?  

8. What way is the warm front moving and how can you tell?  

9. Where will the cold front be in a few days? (Remember that weather travels WEST to EAST!) 

10. Where will the warm front be in a few days?  

!  1



Scientist’s Name: _________________________ 
Work Hard – Get Smart – No Excuses.

!  

1.  What kind of weather the Twin Cities, Minnesota experiencing? What kind of front is there? 

2. What states will experience the cold front in the next few days? (Remember that weather moves 

from WEST TO EAST!) 

3. Name two states that are experiencing precipitation. 

4. Name two states experiencing a high-pressure system. 

5. Name two states that will be experiencing a high-pressure system soon. (Remember that weather 

moves from WEST TO EAST!)  
!  2



Scientist’s Name: _________________________ 
Work Hard – Get Smart – No Excuses.

!  

1.  Which two states have the highest atmospheric pressure?  (Those are the numbers shown on this 

weather map)  

2. Which direction is the cold front over Texas headed? 

3. Where do you expect the cold front will be in the next few days?  

4. Where is there an occluded front?  

5. Name two states experiencing a high-pressure system. 

6. Name two states that will be experiencing a high-pressure system soon. (Remember that weather 

moves from WEST TO EAST!)  

7. Name two states that will be experiencing a low-pressure system soon. (Remember that weather 

moves from WEST TO EAST!)
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Weather Maps II: Weather Conditions Name_________________
Read the information below. Then use the weather map and symbols to complete the 
“Which City” at the bottom of the page.
Weather Maps are a tool used by meteorologists to forecast the weather. Using symbols, 
colors, and numbers, weather maps show important information that a meteorologist can use 
to make a weather prediction. A current weather map can show current temperatures, cloud 
cover, rain or snow showers, High and Low pressures and weather fronts. Different symbols 
are used on weather maps to make the information easier to understand and interpret. 

Map SymbolsUSA Weather Map II

Rain

Thunderstorms

Snow

Cloudy

Partly Cloudy

Clear Skies

High Pressure

Low Pressure

Cold Front

Warm Front

GES Weather Center

Complete the “Which City “ questions below:
Atlanta – Billings – Boise – Chicago – Dallas – Denver – Los Angeles –

Miami – Minneapolis – New York – Seattle 

1 - Which city is having Thunderstorms?  __________________________

2 - Which city is currently having Rain? __________________________

3 - Which city  has the highest temperature on the map? _______________________

4 - Which city has the lowest temperature on the map? _____________________

5 - Which cities have Partly Cloudy skies?

________________________   ________________________  ________________________ 

6 - Which two cities are closest to Low Pressure? ________________   _________________

7 - Which city is very close to a Cold Front? ______________________

8 - Which city has a temperature of 87° ? ___________________ GES - Activity



Weather Maps II: Forecast Practice Name_________________
Read the information below. Then use the weather map and symbols to complete the 
weather forecast questions below.
In the United States, the weather generally moves across the country from west to east. 
Meteorologists can use this pattern to help predict the weather, as fronts, storms or pressure 
systems move across the country.  Meteorologists can accurately predict the weather between 
24 and 48 hours in advance. Accurately predicting the weather helps communities be better 
prepared for any weather condition.

Map SymbolsMonday- USA Weather Map
Rain

Thunderstorms

Snow

Cloudy

Partly Cloudy

Clear Skies

High Pressure

Low Pressure

Cold Front

Warm Front

GES Weather Center

Weather Forecast questions: 
Circle the best weather Forecast for Tuesday for each city based on the map above.

City Forecast 1 Forecast 2 Forecast 3
1 – New York Sunny Skies              Thunderstorms Cloudy

2 – Chicago Cooler Temperatures Thunderstorms Warmer / Rain 

3 – Boise Cooler Temperatures Warmer / Rain Clear Skies

4 – Minneapolis Clear Skies / Cold Snow Sunny Skies 

5 – Dallas Cloudy Cooler Temperatures Warmer Temperatures 

6 – Billings Sunny Skies              Warmer / Rain Cold / Snow

7 – Los Angeles Rain Thunderstorms Sunny Skies

8 – Seattle Sunny Skies Rain Cooler Temperatures
GES - Activity


