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English I 
  
This summer students entering English I will complete a personal reflection 
journal. This journal will require students to respond to five of the following 
prompts:  
1. Do you ever feel pressured to look or act a certain way? When? Why or why not? 
2. Since you've become a teenager, what is the greatest challenge you've faced? 
3. Write about a time when someone sacrificed something for you or a time when 
you sacrificed something for someone else. (How did you feel knowing someone 
sacrificed something for you or how did you feel after sacrificing something for someone?) 
**Sacrifice means to give up something for the consideration/benefit of someone else.** 
4. Write about a time when you learned a hard truth about yourself. What did you 
learn? How did you feel afterward? 
5. What is your single greatest fear- and why are you afraid of it? 
6. What personal quality do you think is most important and why? Describe a time when you 
have had to display this quality to others? 
7. What is the story behind your name? Interview your parents. Describe how 
they named you. What does your name mean? Do you like it or dislike it? Explain why. 
8. What is the most important relationship in your life right now? Why is that person so special 
to you? 
9. Write about a historical figure who you believe truly changed the world. Why was this person 
so significant? 
10.How do you define bravery? Write about someone who exemplifies bravery to you. 

Students should complete label each journal entry with the prompt they are answering. Each 
journal entry should be at least 20 lines (or 1/2 page to 1 page per entry) using 12 pt. font. The 
entries should be written using correct grammar and mechanics. Although they are written in the 
first person, students are still responsible for thoroughly answering whatever prompt(s) they 
choose. All entries are due at the end of week 1 of class. 

English I Pre-AP Entrance Assignment 

Students are required to read a Young Adult novel of their choice OR Lord of the Flies by 
William Golding. They should be prepared to compile a well-organized slide presentation 
answering the following prompt: Compare and contrast yourself with one of the characters from 
the novel (THIS IS NOT A NARRATIVE). Be sure to reference the text directly, providing MLA 
in-text citations for these references (see Purdue’s Online Writing Lab for assistance). Slide 
presentations should include a title slide (with the title of the novel, author’s name, and student’s 
name), 3 slides identifying and explaining similarities between the character and yourself and 3 
slides identifying and explaining differences between the character and yourself, and a works 
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cited slide. Presentations should be a minimum of 8 slides and no more than 12 slides.  This is 
due the first Monday after school begins.   

 

English II  

The students are encouraged to read a book of their choice during the summer.  

Suggested genres include: 

Historical fiction, with books like All The Light We Cannot See, or Of Mice and Men, The 
Watsons Go to Birmingham, The Book Thief 

Science Fiction/Dystopian novels, like The Hunger Games, Maze Runner, Ready Player One, 
Divergent, The 100, Uglies 

Young Adult Fiction choices could include: Perks of Being A Wallflower, Speak,  The Outsiders, 
Harry Potter & The Sorcerer’s Stone, Grown, Far From The Tree, The 57 Bus 

Classic literary fiction, like The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 1984, The Pearl, or The 
Catcher in the Rye 

(Suggestion)Literary Non-fiction?-- Coming of Age in Mississippi, Black Like Me, Dispatches 
from Pluto, Flowers in the Gutter, Yes, She Can, The Faraway Brothers (adapted for Young 
Adults) or Eat, Pray, Love 

English II Pre-AP Entrance Assignment 

Students are required to read A Separate Peace by John Knowles.  Students will take an 
assessment on the book the first week of class. 

 

English III* 

Students will choose and read one of the following texts before the first day of school:  
1. A Raisin in the Sun 
2. Ethan Fromme 
3. The Color of Water 
4. Tuesdays with Morrie 

Then, students will answer a prompt regarding themes, character development, and plot analysis 
for the book. The prompt will be assigned on the first day of school and will be due on the first 
Friday of the first full week of school. 
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English III AP/Dual Credit: * 

Pauline Hopkins, author of Contending Forces, writes, “And, after all, our surroundings 
influence our lives and characters as much as fate, destiny, or any supernatural agency.” 

All of the novels in the list below involve cultural, physical, or geographical surroundings that 
shape the psychological or moral traits of the author. Choose one book and write a well-
organized essay in which you analyze how these surroundings affect this author and illuminate 
the meaning of the work as a whole. Be sure to reference the text directly, providing an MLA in-
text citation for these references (see Purdue’s Online Writing Lab for assistance: https://
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/).  

Essays should be typed and submitted on Canvas on the 2nd day of class. 

“Coming of Age in Mississippi” (Anne Moody) OR “Into Thin Air” (Jon Krakauer) 

 

English IV Entrance Assignments: * 

Students will pick one of the following plays to read: The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde or 
The Lion in Winter by James Goldman. An assessment on the readings will be given a week from the first 
day of class. Prepare a professional resumé́ and reference list. Include education, work experience, clubs 
and organizations, special achievements and honors, community service, etc., and three professional 
references. The resumé́ and reference list are due a week from the first day of class. 

AP English IV Entrance Assignments:* 

Students will read Beowulf (Burton Raffel or Seamus Heaney translation), Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight (Burton Raffel translation), and Othello by William Shakespeare; an assessment on 
the readings will be given a week from the first day of class. Prepare a professional resumé́ and 
reference list. Include education, work experience, clubs and organizations, special achievements 
and honors, community service, etc., and three professional references. The resumé́ and reference 
list are due a week from the first day of class. 

*Note: Students enrolled in any English III or English IV course may also read the book selected 
by the Tupelo Reads Program for an extra assignment opportunity.

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/02/
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