
 
 
THS Students Thrive Under Bishop’s Leadership 
TUPELO, Miss. — Success can be defined in a plethora of ways. For Braden Bishop, it’s sitting back and 
watching the show unfold with little oversight. 
 
Literally. 
 
It’s called trust, with a sprinkle of experience. 
 
As Tupelo High School’s journalism teacher, sports information director and social media guru, Bishop 
wears many hats. Used to, he had to do it all. Now, his students run the show thanks to the knowledge 
he has unleased. 
 
However, it didn’t happen overnight. A lot of work goes into the school’s WTHS broadcasts, along with 
the live streaming at many of the sporting events. Bishop quickly learned he couldn’t be everywhere at 
once, so he eagerly began working with his students, training them and teaching them the ropes. 
 
Thanks to their quick learning and their multi-year experience, they know the in’s and the out’s and 
have taken ownership of the production. 
 
“I don’t really do much,” said Braden, now in his 10th year at THS. “I trust them. It’s taken years to build 
this. I enjoy seeing their success and the pride they take.” 



 
In 2013, former principal Jason Harris approached Bishop to resurrect WTHS. He didn’t hesitate, hitting 
the ground running. There were auditions. Lots of teaching. Tons of learning. Much growth.  
 
The end result has been a brand that’s second to none in the high school ranks. 
 
“The kids love it. It’s evolved so much,” Bishop said. “They’ve become territorial, and once they become 
seniors, they’re the leaders.” 
 
Every Friday morning, a new 10-minute edition of WTHS comes to life. But for that 10 minutes, it takes 
hours to make. During that time, students learn some ideas work, while others don’t. Either way, it’s 
then they become better. 
 
“It’s seven days a week, and we try to use eight or nine,” Bishop said with a laugh. “We start on a Friday 
by critiquing the previous week’s show. We always want to be better than the last week. Makes them 
better.  
 
“Fridays are also for planning. Mondays and Tuesday are interview days, and Wednesdays are for 
anchoring and weather.” 
 
There’s also the editing. Lots of it. However, that leads to Thursday, where the final product is crowned. 
 
Then there is social media. From Twitter to Instagram and the internet, it’s the ideal way to not only 
gather news, but to relay it. That didn’t happen overnight as well. Bishop remembers a time when 
people said social media and education won’t mix. He’s glad he didn’t listen. 
 
“Our students embrace it,” he said. “They check their timelines for info. They make sure their 
notifications are on so they don’t miss anything.  
 
“If you don’t have a social media account for your sports, high school, junior high or even your vocal jazz 
program, you’re behind. We’ve set the bar. Almost every one of our organizations and sports here at the 
high school has some type of account. It may not be updated daily, but it’s a way to connect with people 
if you need to find out information.” 
 
Bishop admits one of his favorite tasks is live streaming games, particularly football. Nor does he forget 
his humble beginnings. 
 
Six years ago, there were no cameras on the sidelines. Just one in the booth. Now, he’s got up to five 
students filming game action, in addition to the hype videos and promotional videos released 
throughout the week. And once the streaming starts and he’s confident all is well, he turns over the 
production to his highly-valued students. 
 
It’s at that precise moment he can set back, watch and appreciate the work ethic and pride they 
delicately showcase. That’s what he calls success. 
 

-www.tupeloschools.com- 


