
 

 

Lawhon Embraces Both Elvis And Relationships 
TUPELO, Miss. — Yes. Elvis has left the building. But the legacy he left years ago at Lawhon 
Elementary is as strong today as when the King of Rock & Roll roamed the hallways as an 
unassuming student in the 1940s. 
 
“To completely understand that, all you have to do is see the number of tour buses that come 
here throughout the year,” second-year principal Mark Enis said. “The numbers don’t 
decrease. They increase.” 
 
The main attraction? The school’s historic auditorium. 
 
Local experts say that revered stage was the first place young Elvis performed, and for fans 
and tourists all over the world, it’s sacred ground. 
 
“I remember this one lady who walked up on the stage and just began to cry,” said Margaret 
Gibson, who has spent 20 of her 27 teaching years at Lawhon. “She became so emotional. 
That’s not unusual to see. Believe me, I’ve seen all kinds of things.” 
 
Enis is quick to point out the visitors outside taking pictures and learning about the school’s 
history aren’t a distraction. In fact, it’s something the 2-5 school embraces. Even the 550-plus 
students aren’t bothered with the additional traffic or the tears from enduring fans. 
 
“Everyone here appreciates the history,” Enis said. “It’s kinda neat to say you work or go to 
school at the same place Elvis did. Everyone can’t say that.” 
 
But it’s not just the stage and the mini Elvis museum people are immediately drawn to as you 
enter the front doors that make Lawhon special. It’s a thriving school that has excelled in 
preparing students for the 6th grade with its innovative educational model. 
 
According to assistant principal April West, the school’s success starts with building 
relationships. 
 
“It’s so important to have great relationships,” she said. “You can’t have a thriving school 
without relationships. For some of our students, it’s the most important thing we can give 
them. Everyone here understands that, from the bottom to the top. We want every student to 
understand they are special to us and valued.” 
 
It’s the same kind of concept that worked years ago before Elvis ever became a household 
name, and one that will continue for years to come. 
 
 
 
 


