Barnett, Elliott Receive District’s Top Honors
TUPELO, Miss. — Great teachers and administrators are the backbone of all great school districts,
and on Tuesday at the January Tupelo Public School District board meeting, Amy Barnett and Carole
Elliott were recognized their for commitment and tireless efforts they exemplify every day to keep
that backbone strong.
Barnett, who is in her second year as principal at Pierce Street, was named the 2019 Administrator
of the Year, while Elliott, who has taught at Carver since 2014, was tabbed the 2019 Teacher of the
Year.
“I’m humbled because I was chosen by my peers,” said Barnett, who spent three years as principal
at Rankin before making the transition to Pierce Street. “I’m fortunate to work in a district where
you are able to build such a positive school culture. Our students, staff, teachers and stakeholders
are why our school is having the success it is.”
Success reached a crowning point this past fall when Pierce Street received an A ranking by the
Mississippi Department of Education.
Barnett, who has been employed with the Tupelo Public School District since 1997, has a mantle full
of accolades. She’s a three-time Teacher of Distinction nominee and in 2000 was an Assistant
Teacher of Distinction winner.
She earned her elementary education and master’s degrees from Ole Miss and is currently working
on her doctorate degree.
“Amy is a talented educator who is both a reflective and strategic leader,” said Kim Britton, the
deputy superintendent for TPSD. “She has done a wonderful job with student achievement, and we
are fortunate to have her on our team.”
Elliott, who has 15 years of teaching experience in the states of Mississippi, Ohio and Tennessee,
earned her education degree from Ole Miss in 1994.
She’s a two-time teacher of distinction winner and became national board certified in 2004. In
2002, she was a Phi Delta Kapp Teacher of the Year Regional nominee.

Elliott currently teaches first grade.
“She’s a fabulous teacher and so deserving of this award,” her principal, Christy Carroll said. “I can’t
think of anyone more deserving.”
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