
TPSD 6th ELA Syllabus 
     3rd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 9:  
College and Career Readiness Standards for ELA 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone 
RL. 6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
RL.6.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
RI. 6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.6.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 
and elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 
RI.6.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 
RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-
8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Analysis, Bias, Bibliographic, Coherent, Conventions, Convey, Cite, Credible, cues, Elaborate, 
explanatory text, Explicitly, figurative/connotative, formal voice, Greek/Latin affixes, Implied, 
Inference, Inquiry, Informational text, Interpret, Multimedia,multiple meaning words, 
Paraphrase, Perceive, Plagiarism, point of view, preliminary determination, primary/ secondary 
sources, Vague, Significance, Thesis, Nuances, relevant evidence, Rubric, Pronouns, Debate, 
Argument, Position, Claims/counterclaims, Reasons/evidence, Rebuttal  
 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unit 10:   
College and Career Readiness Standards for ELA 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning 
and tone 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator  
RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range. 
RI 6.1Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding  
RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  Analysis, Bias, Bibliographic, Coherent, 
Conventions, Convey, Cite, Credible, cues, Elaborate, explanatory text, Explicitly, 
figurative/connotative, formal voice, Greek/Latin affixes, Implied, Inference, Inquiry, 
Informational text, Interpret, Multimedia,multiple meaning words, Paraphrase, Perceive, 
Plagiarism, point of view,  
 
Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



Unit 11:  
College and Career Readiness Standards 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning 
and tone 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator  
RL.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 
RI 6.1Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) 
as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding  
RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Analysis, Bias, Bibliographic, Coherent, Conventions, Convey, Cite, Credible, cues, Elaborate, 
explanatory text, Explicitly, figurative/connotative, formal voice, Greek/Latin affixes, Implied, 
Inference, Inquiry, Informational text, Interpret, Multimedia,multiple meaning words, 
Paraphrase, Perceive, Plagiarism, point of view, preliminary determination, primary/ secondary 
sources, Vague, Significance, Thesis, Nuances, relevant evidence, Rubric, Pronouns, Debate, 
Argument, Position, Claims/counterclaims, Reasons/evidence, Rebuttal 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 12:   
College and Career Readiness Standards 
RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as 
how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution. 
RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning 
and tone 
RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall 
structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot. 
RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
RL.6.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics. 
RI 6.1Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the 
overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the ideas. 
 RI.6.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 
RI.6.7 Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a topic or issue. 
RI.6.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6-8 text 
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
 
 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Analysis, Bias, Bibliographic, Coherent, Conventions, Convey, Cite, Credible, Cues, Elaborate, explanatory 
text, Explicitly, figurative/connotative, formal voice, Greek/Latin Affixes, Implied, Inference, Inquiry, 
Informational text, Interpret, Multimedia,Multiple Meaning Words, Paraphrase, Perceive, Plagiarism, 
Point of View, Preliminary Determination, Primary/ Secondary Sources, Vague, Significance, Thesis, 
Nuances, Relevant Evidence, Rubric, Pronouns, Verbs 
 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



TPSD 7th Grade ELA Syllabus 
     3rd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 9  
College and Career Readiness Standards 
RL.7.1 - Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                 
RL.7.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text.                                                                                                                                
RL.7.3 - Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact.  
RL.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds on a specific verse or stanza of a 
poem or section of a story or drama. 

RI7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI7.2Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text.                                                                                                          
RI7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a 
text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events).                                                                            
RI.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Analyze, conclude, generate, media, reaction, symphony, argument, claim, 
counterclaim, rebuttal, delineate, dialogue, evaluate, figurative, supporting 
idea, tone, mood, author's purpose, transitions, cohesion, organizational 
structure, formal style, debatable, credible source, point of view, dramatic 
irony, verbal irony, situational irony 
 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 10:    
College and Career Readiness Standards 
 
RL.7.1 - Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                                                 
RL.7.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.                          
RL.7.3 - Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact.                      
RL.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and 
other repetitions of sounds on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a 
story or drama.                                                                                                                                 
RL.7.5 - Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure contributes to its 
meaning. 

RI7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                           
RI7.2Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.                                                                                                          
RI7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 
how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or 
events).                                                                                                                      
RI.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning and tone.                                                            
RI.7.5 - Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the 
major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas 

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Community, culture, graphic, opposition, reflect, telescope, Cite, textual evidence, 
analyze, inference, explicit, theme, objective summary, central idea, opinion, 
dialogue, figurative language, denotative meaning, literal language, connotative 
meaning, supporting idea, connection, distinction, tone, mood, author's purpose, 
transitions, cohesion, organizational structure, formal style, ellipsis, memoir, 
narrative techniques, narrative leads 
 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and  terms. 
 
 
 
 



Unit 11: Thinking of You 
Unit Summary:  
This unit explores the topic of communication. Students will read articles 
about specific forms of communication as well as text about how people’s 
actions and behaviors communicate their thoughts, beliefs, and feelings. As 
students read they will evaluate how people communicate and what works 
best.  
RL.7.1 - Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                                                 
RL.7.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text.                                                                                                                              
RL.7.3 - Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact.                      
RL.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in 
a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds on a specific verse or stanza of a 
poem or section of a story or drama.                                                                                                                                 
RL.7.5 - Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure contributes to 
its meaning.                                                                                                 
RL.7.6 - Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view 
of different characters or narrators in a text. 

RI7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                           
RI7.2Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their 
development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of 
the text.                                                                                                          
RI7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a 
text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events).                                                                                                                      
RI.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.                                                            
RI.7.5 - Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including 
how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the development of 
the ideas. 
RI.7.6 - Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that of others. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Convince, facts, inquire, produce, resolution, transmit, argument, claim, 
counterclaim, rebuttal, delineate, dialogue, evaluate, figurative, supporting 
idea, tone, mood, author's purpose, transitions, cohesion, organizational 
structure, formal style, debatable, credible source, point of view 
 
INote-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  

Unit 12: A Show of Strength 
Unit Summary:  
In this unit students will read text that details how people show strength in different 
situations, determine what to be scared about, and why to demonstrate power and 
force when scared about things in life.  
RL.7.1 - Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                                                                             
RL.7.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.                                                            
RL.7.3 - Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact.                                       
RL.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of 
sounds on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.                                                                                                                                 
RL.7.5 - Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure contributes to its meaning.                                                                                                                  
RL.7.6 - Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different 
characters or narrators in a text.                                                                                            
RL.7.7 - Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or 
multimedia version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique to each medium.                                                                                                                       
RI7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.                                                 
RI7.2Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.                                                                                                          
RI7.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 
ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events).                                                                                                                      
RI.7.4 - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice 
on meaning and tone.                                                                                                             
RI.7.5 - Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major 
sections contribute to the whole and to the development of the ideas.                                   
RI.7.6 - Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
distinguishes his or her position from that of others.                                                                
RI.7.7 - Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, 
analyzing each medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects 
the impact of the words) 

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  Plagiarism, Point of View, Preliminary 
Determination, Primary/ Secondary Sources, Vague, Significance, Nuances, Relevant 
Evidence, Coherent, Conventions, Convey, Cite, Credible, Cues, Elaborate, explanatory text, 
Explicitly, figurative/connotative, formal voice, Greek/Latin Affixes, Implied, Inference, 
Inquiry, Informational text, Interpret, Multimedia, Multiple Meaning Words, Paraphrase, 
Perceive      

    Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms 



TPSD 8th Grade  ELA Syllabus 
     3rd Nine Weeks 

Unit 9: 
Unit Summary:  
ADVANCED: Guilt, Madness, and Obsession The purpose of this unit is to examine how Edgar Allan 
Poe‘s writing style, characterization, and word choice work together to create intriguing, memorable, 
and lasting literature. Students will also gain an understanding of Edgar Allan Poe‘s life and learn 
how his work influenced other writers. Finally, they will explore how reading literature helps us 
understand who we are, how we view the world around us, and how we convey our ideas to others. 
 
GENERAL: In Unit 9, students will be introduced to the idea of taking a stand by reading several 
speeches given by real people who stand up for a cause to better others. These speeches include 
Shirley Chisholm’s “Equal Rights for Women” and Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman?” Students will 
also read Susan B. Anthony’s Speech “...,” Serena William’s speech “...” and the poem “Women” by 
…... 
 
College and Career Readiness Standards 
RL.8.3:  Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel 
the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 
RL.8.7:  Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays 
faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or 
actors. 
RL.8.9:  Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or 
character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is rendered new. 
RI.8.2:  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 
the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 
RI.8.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize 
when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
W.8.2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant 
content. 
L.8.1c:  Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional, and 
subjunctive mood. 
L.8.1d:  Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood. 
L.8.5a:  Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context. 
L.8.5c:  Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
argument, claim, counterclaim, rebuttal, delineate, dialogue, evaluate, figurative, 
supporting idea, tone, mood, author's purpose, transitions, cohesion, 
organizational structure, formal style, debatable, credible source, point of view, 
dramatic irony, verbal irony, situational irony 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 10:   
Unit Summary  
ADVANCED:  

In this unit, students analyze arguments and the evidence used to support arguments to 
determine whether sufficient evidence has been used and whether the evidence is 
relevant in support of the claim an author or speaker is making. They then research to 
gather evidence to make their own spoken and written arguments. Students will read 
Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s Dilemma (930L), a literary non-fiction text about where 
food comes from and about making decisions about what food to buy and eat. They 
build background knowledge about what happens to food before it gets to the consumer, 
and the different choices the consumer can make when buying food while analyzing 
Michael Pollan’s arguments and the evidence he uses to support his claims. In this unit, 
students analyze authors’ and speakers’ purposes and evaluate the claims they make. 
At the same time, they analyze videos of speeches and interviews on the same topic of 
food and how it gets to our plate in order to analyze a speaker’s purpose. In the second 
half of the unit, students move on to analyze authors’ and speakers’ claims and whether 
they use relevant and sufficient evidence and sound reasoning to support their claims. 
They also read and listen for the use of irrelevant evidence. 

Analyzing Author’s Purpose and Evaluating Claims in The Omnivore’s 
Dilemma 

College and Career Readiness Standards: 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced. 
RI.8.9a. Read, annotate, and analyze informational texts on topics related to diverse and non-
traditional cultures and viewpoints. 
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.]  
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
counterclaim, rebuttal, delineate, trace, evaluate, argument, specific claims, distinguish, claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence, claims that are not supported by reasons and evidence, sufficient, 
accurate, appropriate, credibility, misleading, outdated, biased, claim, support, evidence, relevance, 
relevant, sufficient, sufficiency, supported claim, unsupported claim, validity, bias, credibility, 
reliability, sufficiency 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



Unit 11: 
ADVANCED

College and Career Readiness Standards: 

: Researching Consequences and Stakeholders of Michael Pollan’s Four Food 
Chains In this unit, students research in order to help them make a decision to answer this question: 
Which of Michael Pollan’s four food chains would best feed the United States? They make a 
decision to answer this question by researching the consequences and stakeholders of each food 
chain. Students use The Omnivore’s Dilemma as a starting point to identify the consequences of 
each of the food chains. They work in research teams to create a Cascading Consequences chart 
for each food chain that begins with consequences listed in the text; then they expand their research 
and consequences by searching for appropriate articles and resources through a child-safe search 
engine. Teams then use their cascading consequences to identify the stakeholders who will be 
affected by the consequences, and from there determine which food chain they would choose to 
feed the United States. At the end of the unit, students will turn in their research notebook for an 
assessment of research skills.  

RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced. 
RI.8.9a. Read, annotate, and analyze informational texts on topics related to diverse and non-
traditional cultures and viewpoints. 
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.]  
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
counterclaim, rebuttal, delineate, trace, evaluate, argument, specific claims, distinguish, claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence, claims that are not supported by reasons and evidence, 
sufficient, accurate, appropriate, credibility, misleading, outdated, biased, claim, support, evidence, 
relevance, relevant, sufficient, sufficiency, supported claim, unsupported claim, validity, bias, 
credibility, reliability, sufficiency 
 
Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  

Unit 12: 
Unit Summary: Advanced Which of the Pollan’s Food Chains Would Best Feed Americans? 
In this unit, students research in order to help them make a decision to answer this question: Which 
of Michael Pollan’s four food chains would best feed the United States? They make a decision to 
answer this question by researching the consequences and stakeholders of each food chain. 
Students use The Omnivore’s Dilemma as a starting point to identify the consequences of each of 
the food chains. They work in research teams to create a Cascading Consequences chart for each 
food chain that begins with consequences listed in the text; then they expand their research and 
consequences by searching for appropriate articles and resources through a child-safe search 
engine. Teams then use their cascading consequences to identify the stakeholders who will be 
affected by the consequences, and from there determine which food chain they would choose to 
feed the United States. At the end of the unit, students will turn in their research notebook for an 
assessment of research skills.  Additionally, students write and present a position speech and write 
an argumentative essay answering a debatable question. Students use their research and their 
position speech from Unit 2 to write a position paper to answer the question: Which of Michael 
Pollan’s four food chains would you choose to feed the United States? The paper must include a 
claim to answer the question, two reasons for making that claim, and evidence to support each of 
the reasons. There must also be a counterclaim and response. Students analyze a model position 
paper to guide them in the writing process and plan their essay one paragraph at a time. For the 
performance task at the end of the unit, students create a visual representation of their position 
paper. 
College and Career Readiness Standards: 
RI.8.2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 
RI.8.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author 
acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints. 
RI.8.8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence 
is introduced. 
RI.8.9a. Read, annotate, and analyze informational texts on topics related to diverse and non-
traditional cultures and viewpoints. 
W.8.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.8.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.8.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 
W.8.7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 
W.8.8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 
W.8.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research.]  
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
counterclaim, rebuttal, delineate, trace, evaluate, argument, specific claims, distinguish, claims that 
are supported by reasons and evidence, claims that are not supported by reasons and evidence, 
sufficient, accurate, appropriate, credibility, misleading, outdated, biased, claim, support, evidence, 
relevance, relevant, sufficient, sufficiency, supported claim, unsupported claim, validity, bias, 
credibility, reliability, sufficiency 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

 



 


