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LAW RELATED STUDIES
1ST 9 WEEKS

UNIT 1- INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM UNIT 1- INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM UNIT 1- INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM UNIT 1- INTRODUCTION TO LAW AND THE LEGAL SYSTEM 
Ref. 

Code
Competency/Objectives Alignment 

with CCSS
Comment

1 1. Understand changes in the law and recognize the dynamic nature of law.
1a Define justice and law and trace its development in the United States
1b Differentiate between federal and state law.
1c Analyze changes in federal and state law and explain the impact of each on 

American society.
1d Describe the dynamic nature of the legal system of the United States.

What is Law 
Define Law and values
Lawmaking
citizen advocacy
Settling Disputes
identify the court system in the United States
Lawyers

 UNIT 2 -CRIMINAL LAW AND JUVENILE JUSTICE
2 2. Understand the civil and criminal justice systems, analyze their operations, 

and assess their effectiveness.
2a. Distinguish similarities and differences in the civil and criminal justice systems.
2b. Compare the operations and processes of the civil and criminal justice systems.
2c. Summarize issues and problems confronting the civil and criminal justice systems 

and assess the effectiveness of each system in resolving these problems.
3 3. Understand the difference between state and federal judicial systems and 

analyze relationships between them.
3a Describe similarities and differences between state and federal court systems.
3b Explain how and under what circumstances cases move between state and federal 

jurisdictions.
3c Analyze the stateʼs rights position (e.g., 10th Amendment, etc.) versus the 

federalistʼs position (e.g., Elastic Clause, etc.)
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4 Understand the roles and responsibilities of local, state, and federal law 
enforcement agencies.

4a. Identify similarities and differences among local, state, and federal law enforcement 
agencies.

4b. Describe the responsibility and jurisdiction of any given law enforcement agency.
4c. Assess working relationships among law enforcement agencies at various levels.
4d. Explain how voluntary exchange occurs only when all participating parties expect to 

gain.
5 5. Understand the effectiveness of correctional systems in deterring criminal 

behavior.
5a Distinguish between civil and criminal penalties.
5b. Analyze various alternatives to incarceration.
5c. Describe options open to judges and juries in the sentencing process.
5d Evaluate the effectiveness of the correctional system in rehabilitating incarcerated 

persons and deterring crime.
Crime in America
Identify the nature of crimes 
Describe victims of crime
Explain State and federal crime
Parties to crimes
Identify crimes against a person.
Crimes against property
Defenses  
Explain Juvenile Justice and the Criminal Justice Process

Unit 3 UNIT 3- TORTS
6 Understand conflicts resulting from competing interests, conflicting laws, and 

conflicting interpretations of the Constitution.
6a. Analyze constitutional changes and Supreme Court decisions affecting individuals 

and population groups.
6b. Define and analyze competing interests, conflicting laws, and conflicting 

interpretations.
A civill wrong
              *Describe intentional torts 
               Explain negligence
               Analyze strict liability
               Torts and public policy   
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Unit 4 UNIT 4- CONSUMER AND HOUSING LAW
6b. Define and analyze competing interests, conflicting laws, and conflicting 

interpretations.
6c. Assess the importance of given constitutional conflicts for individuals, groups, and 

society as a whole.
Rights and responsibilities of the consumer
              Identify the elements of contract
              Analyze warranties
              Identify credit
              Deceptive sales practice
              Becoming a smart consumer
              Cars and the consumer

UNIT 5-  FAMILY LAW
6a. Analyze constitutional changes and Supreme Court decisions affecting individuals 

and population groups.
6b. Define and analyze competing interests, conflicting laws, and conflicting 

interpretations.
Law and the American Family

Identify laws from birth to death
Define Marriage
Analyze legal rights of single people who love together
describe the responsibilities between parents and children
Identify foster care and adoption 
Describe separation, divorce, and custody
Describe gorverment support for families and indiividuals 
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US HISTORY
1ST 9 WEEKS
US HISTORY
1ST 9 WEEKS
US HISTORY
1ST 9 WEEKS
US HISTORY
1ST 9 WEEKS

THE PROGRESSIVE ERATHE PROGRESSIVE ERATHE PROGRESSIVE ERATHE PROGRESSIVE ERA
Ref. 

Code
Competency/Objectives Alignment 

with CCSS
Comment

1 1. Understand the evolution of the American political system, its ideals, and 
institutions post-reconstruction. (Content Strand: Domestic Affairs)

1a a. Cite and analyze evidence that the U.S. Constitution is a living document as 
reflected in Supreme Court cases, Amendments, and presidential actions. 
(DOK 3)

Origins of Progressivism
- List the election reforms made during the Progressive Era. 
- Explain how recall, referendum, initiative, 17th Amendment, and direct primaries brought 

changes to the creation of laws and the election process.  
- Evaluate the impact the implementation of the recall, referendum, initiative, 17th 

amendment, and direct primaries made to the U.S. Constitution.  
Teddy Rooseveltʼs Square Deal

- Define anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, and the National 
Park System. 

- Explain the purpose of having anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and 
Drug Act, and the National Park system.  

- Evaluate how T. Roosevelt used the lack of language within the U.S. Constitution to 
bring about changes to the way government operated with business and the economy.

Progressivism Under Taft
- Define anti-trust cases and the National Park System. 
- Explain the purpose of having anti-trust cases and the National Park system.  
- Evaluate how Taft used the lack of language within the U.S. Constitution to bring about 

changes to the way government operated with business and the economy.  
Wilsonʼs New Freedom

- Define Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Reserve System, and the Federal Trade 
Commission 

- Explain how the Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Reserve System, and the Federal Trade 
Commission was changing the way the government operated in their respected areas 
prior to their implementation. 

- Evaluate how WIlson used the lack of language within the U.S. Constitution to bring 
about changes to the way government operated with business and the economy.  

1b b. Analyze and evaluate the impact of presidential policies and congressional 
actions on domestic reform. (DOK 3)
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Teddy Rooseveltʼs Square Deal
- Define anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, and the 

National Park System. 
- Explain the purpose of having anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food 

and Drug Act, and the National Park system.  
- Evaluate how T. Roosevelt brought about changes to the way government 

operated with business and the economy with the implementation of the anti-
trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, and the National 
Park System.

Progressivism Under Taft
- Define anti-trust cases and the National Park System. 
- Explain the purpose of having anti-trust cases and the National Park system.  
- Evaluate how Taft brought about changes to the way government operated with 

business and the economy with his pursuit of the anti-trust cases and the 
expansion of the National Park System.  

Wilsonʼs New Freedom
- Define Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Reserve System, and the Federal Trade 

Commission 
- Explain how the Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Reserve System, and the 

Federal Trade Commission was changing the way the government operated in 
their respected areas prior to their implementation. 

- Evaluate how WIlson brought about changes to the way government operated 
with business and the economy with the implementation of the Clayton Anti-trust 
Act, Federal Trade Commission, and the Federal Reserve System.  

1c c. Explain and analyze the expansion of federal powers. (DOK 3)
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Teddy Rooseveltʼs Square Deal
- Define anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and Drug Act, and the 

National Park System. 
- Explain the purpose of having anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food 

and Drug Act, and the National Park system.  
- Evaluate how T. Roosevelt expanded presidential power with the successful 

implementation of the anti-trust cases, Meat Inspection Act, Pure Food and Drug 
Act, and the National Park System.

Progressivism Under Taft
- Define anti-trust cases and the National Park System. 
- Explain the purpose of having anti-trust cases and the National Park system.  
- Evaluate how Taft continued to expand presidential power with his continuing 

pursuit of the anti-trust cases and the expansion of the National Park System.  
Wilsonʼs New Freedom

- Define Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Reserve System, and the Federal Trade 
Commission 

- Explain how the Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Reserve System, and the 
Federal Trade Commission was changing the way the government operated in 
their respected areas prior to their implementation. 

- Evaluate how WIlson increased presidential power with the implementation of 
the Clayton Anti-trust Act, Federal Trade Commission, and the Federal Reserve 
System.  

2 2. Understand major social problems and domestic policy issues in post- 
reconstruction American society. (Content Strand: Domestic Affairs)

2a a. Explain how American society has been impacted by the entry of more 
women, minorities, and immigrant workers into the labor force. (DOK 2)

Origins of Progressivism
- List the reforms made at the state level concerning child labor and working 

conditions.
- Explain the purpose of child labor laws, working conditions and hours made at 

the state level.  
- Describe the impact made on society with the introduction of child labor laws, 

establishment of minimal working conditions, and the effort to establish the 
maximum number of hours a worker could be forced to work each week.  

2b b. Trace the response of American institutions such as government and non-
profit organizations to environmental challenges such as natural disasters, 
conservation and pollution, and property rights (including but not limited to 
the expansion of the national park system, the development of environmental 
protection laws, and imminent domain). (DOK 2)
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Teddy Rooseveltʼs Square Deal
- Define what the National Park System is
- Explain why Teddy Roosevelt saw a need to create the National Park System 

during the time when population and industry was expanding coast to coast. 
Progressivism Under Taft

- Define what the National Park System is. 
- Explain why Taft expanded the National Park System during his term as 

president. 
2c c. Compare and contrast various social policies such as welfare reform and 

public health insurance and explain how such social policies are influenced 
by the persistence of poverty. (DOK 2)

Origins of Progressivism 
- List the four goals of the Progressive Movement
- Explain how the Progressive goals, protecting social welfare, promoting, moral 

improvement, creating economic reform, and fostering efficiency was an attempt 
to better the lives of the poor in the U.S. 

- Compare the ways the Progressive Movement attempted to assist the poor to 
the belief of Social Darwinism that was weakening, but still persistent in 
American society.  

- List the reforms made at the local level of government.
- Explain how the local reforms were an attempt to improve life for all of the 

people in urban areas. 
4 4. Understand how the Civil Rights Movement achieved social and political change 

in the United States and the impact of the Civil Rights struggle of African 
Americans on other groups (including but not limited to feminists, Native 
Americans, Hispanics, immigrant groups, and individuals with disabilities). 
(Content Strand: Civil Rights/Human Rights)

4a a. Analyze the issues that gave rise to the Civil Rights Movement from post-
reconstruction to the modern movement. (DOK 3)

Women in Public Life
- Explain womenʼs role at home
- Explain womenʼs role as a source of labor in industry and farm 
- Explain womenʼs role in reform movements during the Progressive Era. 
- Describe the womenʼs suffrage movement. 
- Evaluate the impact the Progressive movement had on women gaining more 

confidence and leverage in their fight for suffrage.  
7 7. Understand cultural trends, religious ideologies, and artistic expressions that 

contributed to the historical development of the United States. (Content Strand: 
Culture)

7d d. Contrast modernism and traditionalism relating to social change. (DOK 2)
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Origins of Progressivism 
- List the 4 goals of the Progressive movement.  
- Explain the reasoning for each of the four goals of the Progressive Movement 

was a challenge to the way things have been traditionally done in the U.S.  
Women in Public Life

- Explain womenʼs changing role at home
- Explain womenʼs changing role as a source of labor in industry and farm 
- Explain womenʼs changing role in reform movements during the Progressive 

Era. 
- Describe how the womenʼs suffrage movement changed the view of the 

womenʼs place in society. 
AMERICAN CLAIMS AN EMPIREAMERICAN CLAIMS AN EMPIREAMERICAN CLAIMS AN EMPIREAMERICAN CLAIMS AN EMPIRE

Ref. 
Code

Competency/Objectives Alignment 
with CCSS

Comment

3 3. Understand how the global position of the United States has evolved as a result 
of imperialism, economics, technological changes, and involvement in 
international wars and conflicts. (Content Strand: Global Affairs)

3a a. Analyze the effects of imperialism on the foreign policy of the United States 
from Reconstruction to World War I. (DOK 3)
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Imperialism and America
- List the reasons for the U.S. wanting to become an imperialistic empire. 
- Explain how the need for foreign markets, desire for global competition, desire 

to show military strength, and wanting to be culturally superior creates and 
imperialistic feeling within the U.S.  

- Evaluate the impact the 4 reasons for imperialism made on the relationship 
between the U.S. and foreign nations.  

The Spanish American War
- List the reasons for the U.S. intervening in Cuba and the Philippines.  
- Explain how the 4 causes for U.S. imperialism helped to bring about U.S. 

intervention in Cuba and the Philippines.   
- Evaluate the impact the decisive victory for the U.S. made on the relationship 

with foreign nations.  
Acquiring New Lands

- List the lands that were acquired by the United States during the 1800s.  
- Explain how acquiring these lands helped to advance U.S. imperialism. 
- Evaluate the impact made on the U.S. relations with other countries by acquiring 

these additional territories during the late 1800s.  
America as a World Power

- Define the Nobel Peace Prize and the Russo-Japanese War. 
- Explain how Teddy Roosevelt became a Nobel Peace Prize winner.
-  Evaluate the impact of Teddy winning the Nobel Peace Prize could have on US 

foreign relations. 
- Identify the Panama Canal. 
- Describe the purpose of the Panama Canal and the methods used by Teddy 

Roosevelt to acquire the canal zone.  
- Explain the effects the Panama Canal had on imperialistic actions and the effect 

it had on US international relations. 
- Define the Monroe Doctrine and Roosevelt Corollary.  
- Describe the purpose of the Monroe Doctrine and Roosevelt Corollary. 
- Explain how Roosevelt Corollary supported the United Stateʼs imperialistic 

needs and its effect it had on US international relations.   
- Define Dollar Diplomacy 
- Explain the purpose of Dollar Diplomacy
- Explain how Dollar Diplomacy effected the relationship between the U.S. and its 

relationship with foreign nations. 
3b b. Compare and contrast the arguments between the imperialists and anti-

imperialists in the late 19th century and justify why the imperialists prevailed. 
(DOK 3)
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Imperialism and America
- List the reasons for U.S. imperialism. 
- List the reasons presented by anti-imperialist.  
- Compare and contrast the arguments presented by the imperialist to those of 

the anti-imperialist.  
- Explain why imperialist prevail over the anti-imperialist.  

THE FIRST WORLD WARTHE FIRST WORLD WARTHE FIRST WORLD WARTHE FIRST WORLD WAR
Ref. 

Code
Competency/Objectives Alignment 

with CCSS
Comment

2 2. Understand major social problems and domestic policy issues in post- 
reconstruction American society. (Content Strand: Domestic Affairs)

2a a. Explain how American society has been impacted by the entry of more 
women, minorities, and immigrant workers into the labor force. (DOK 2)

The War at Home
- List the reasons for the increase in the number of women and African Americans 

entering the labor force during World War I. 
- Explain why women and African Americans began to enter the labor force in 

larger numbers during WWI. 
- Describe the impact made on the war effort by larger numbers of African 

Americans and women joining the labor force.  
3 3. Understand how the global position of the United States has evolved as a result 

of imperialism, economics, technological changes, and involvement in 
international wars and conflicts. (Content Strand: Global Affairs)

3c c. Draw conclusions about the causes and effects of American involvement in 
the world wars. (DOK 3)
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World War I Begins
- List the MAIN reasons for the outbreak of WWI.  
- Explain how the MAIN reasons brought about WWI.
- Explain how the assassination of Arch Duke Ferdinand helped bring about WWI.   
- Explain how the war effected American Neutrality at the beginning of WWI 
- Explain the effect unrestricted Submarine Warfare had on the US entering WWI
- Describe the impact made on the decision to first be neutral then  for the US 

government to get involved in WWI.
The War at Home (WWI)

- List the ways the U.S. was preparing for WWI.  
- Explain how the U.S. was preparing for WWI. 
- Describe the impact the war agencies had on US preparation for war and the 

ability to fight successfully.  
Wilson Fights for Peace

- Identify the 14 Points of Peace.  
- Explain the result of the 14 Points of Peace had at home and in Europe
- Explain the result the League of Nations had at home and in Europe
- Explain the reasoning for not wanting collective security in the United States
- Evaluate the impact made on U.S. relations at the completion of WWI.  

POLITICS OF THE ROARING TWENTIESPOLITICS OF THE ROARING TWENTIESPOLITICS OF THE ROARING TWENTIESPOLITICS OF THE ROARING TWENTIES
Ref. 

Code
Competency/Objectives Alignment 

with CCSS
Comment

5 5. Understand the continuing economic transformation of the United States 
involving the maturing of the industrial economy, the expansion of big business, 
the changing demographics of the labor force, and the rise of national labor 
unions and industrial conflict. (Content Strand: Economics)

5b b. Explain the conditions of industrialization that led to the rise of organized 
labor and evaluate laborʼs effectiveness in achieving its goals (DOK 3)

Americans Struggle with Postwar Issues
- Define Red Scare
- Explain the mood in the United States as a result of the Red Scare
- Explain how immigration was impacted by the Red Scare. 
- Explain how labor strikes were being blamed on communist 
- Evaluate the impact the Red Scare had on the ability of labor unions to achieve 

their goals.  
6 6. Understand the scope of government involvement in the economy including the 

following: the regulation of industry and labor, the attempts to manipulate the 
money supply, and the use of tariffs or trade agreements to protect or expand 
U.S. business interests. (Content Strand: Economics)

6c c. Critique the governmentʼs use of tariffs and trade agreements. (DOK 3)
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The Harding Presidency 
- Define the Fordney-McCumber Tariff.  
- Explain why the Fordney-McCumber Tariff was implemented. 
- Evaluate the impact of the Fordney-McCumber Tariff made on the economy, 

relationship with its citizens and business.  
- Critique the use of the Fordney-McCumber Tariff by government to gain support 

from the big business sector.  
THE ROARING LIFE OF THE 1920ʼSTHE ROARING LIFE OF THE 1920ʼSTHE ROARING LIFE OF THE 1920ʼSTHE ROARING LIFE OF THE 1920ʼS

Ref. 
Code

Competency/Objectives Alignment 
with CCSS

Comment

1 1. Understand the evolution of the American political system, its ideals, and 
institutions post-reconstruction. (Content Strand: Domestic Affairs)

1a a. Cite and analyze evidence that the U.S. Constitution is a living document as 
reflected in Supreme Court cases, Amendments, and presidential actions. 
(DOK 3)

Changing Ways of Life
- Identify the amendment that brought prohibition to the United States
- Explain how prohibition was brought about in the United States 
- Explain how the 18th amendment changed the law of the land.  

4 4. Understand how the Civil Rights Movement achieved social and political change 
in the United States and the impact of the Civil Rights struggle of African 
Americans on other groups (including but not limited to feminists, Native 
Americans, Hispanics, immigrant groups, and individuals with disabilities). 
(Content Strand: Civil Rights/Human Rights)

4a a. Analyze the issues that gave rise to the Civil Rights Movement from post-
reconstruction to the modern movement. (DOK 3)

The Twenties Woman 
- Define flapper.  
- Explain why the Flapper was developing in the United States 
- Explain how womenʼs role at home and work were changing after WWI.  
- Explain how the Progressive Movement helped to give support to the Flapper 

movement.  
The Harlem Renaissance 

- Define Harlem Renaissance. 
- Describe how African American Literature was having a resurgence in American 

culture
- Evaluate the impact the Harlem Renaissance had on the beginning of the 

modern Civil Rights Movement.  
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7 7. Understand cultural trends, religious ideologies, and artistic expressions that 
contributed to the historical development of the United States. (Content Strand: 
Culture)

7a a. Examine cultural artifacts (including but not limited to visual art, literature, 
music, theatre, sports) to contextualize historical developments. (DOK 2)

The Harlem Renaissance
- Define Harlem Renaissance. 
- Describe how African American literature and music was experiencing a 

resurgence during the early 1900s.
- After listening to negro spirituals and jazz and reading African American 

literature from the Harlem Renaissance periods, explain how these arts were 
able to influence American society from the early 1900s to the present.  

7b b. Analyze and evaluate the impact of religion on various social movements, 
domestic/foreign policies, and political debates. (DOK 3)

Changing Ways of Life
- Define prohibition. 
- Analyze how religion helped to bring prohibition to the United States
- Evaluate the result of prohibition in the United States
- Analyze how speakeasies developed during the prohibition movement. 
- Evaluate how speakeasies were a result of the prohibition movement. 
- Describe the Scopes Trial.  
- Analyze how the Scopes Trial was a test between the separation between 

church and state
- Evaluate the result of the Scopes Trial had on the separation between the 

church and state 
7c c. Evaluate the role mass media has played in shaping perceptions toward 

certain policies, social groups, other nations, and political ideas. (DOK 3)
Education and Popular Culture

- Describe the African American culture that was highlighted during the Harlem 
Renaissance

- Evaluate the role mass media played in helping with spreading the Harlem 
Renaissance
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