
TPSD Kindergarten ELA Syllabus 
Units 1-4, First Nine Weeks  

 

Unit 1: All Together Now  
 
Unit Summary: Students will explore the concept of working and playing 
together at school and home. The Little School Bus and We Are So Proud 
are used to help students understand school safety, sharing, and problem 
solving. 
 
Students begin building Reading foundational skills by following words left 
to write and recognizing and naming uppercase (capital) and lowercase 
letters. 
Reading common high-frequency words and recognizing when words 
rhyme are important in building this foundation. Students begin to identify 
characters in a story while writing, drawing, or dictating the major events 
from the story. Students begin printing many uppercase and lowercase 
letters and are using standard English grammar in their daily speaking. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen to a story and name the characters. 
❏ I can identify the front/back cover of a book and predict what the 

story will be about by looking at pictures on the front cover. 
❏ I can follow words left to right and understand that words are 

separated by spaces. 
❏ I can hear and recognize when words rhyme. 
❏ I can read common high frequency words. 
❏ I can recognize, name, and print many uppercase (capital) and 

lowercase letters. 
❏ I can print the letter for many consonant sounds. 
❏ I can take turns when speaking and listening. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
key detail, character, illustration, front cover, back cover, title page, left, 
right, uppercase letter, lowercase letter, rhyme, beginning, consonant, 
consonant sound, capitalize, first, next, last 

 

Unit 2:  Moving Together Now  
 
Unit Summary: Students are now understanding the importance of cooperating 
with friends, family, and community. The books Plaidypus Lost and Miss 
Bindergarten Takes a Field Trip support the concepts of taking care of yourself 
and others while learning new things. 
 
Reading foundational skills now include understanding that spoken words are 
represented as written language by specific sequences of letters. The ability to 
recognize and produce (saying words that rhyme; ex. cat/hat, big/pig) rhyming 
words is a vital piece of reading foundations. Students are retelling key details 
from a story and identifying the setting (where the story takes place). Narrative 
writing is being developed by drawing or dictating what happened first, next, and 
last in a story. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen and retell a story using key details from the story. 
❏ I can identify the characters and setting in a story. 
❏ I can recognize, name, and print many uppercase and lowercase letters. 
❏ I can recognize and produce rhyming words. 
❏ I can capitalize the first word in a sentence and name the period used at 

the end. 
❏ I can write the letter for a consonant sound.  
❏ I can recognize how to read a book and understand that words have 

spaces between them when written. 
❏ I can follow the rules for listening and discussions in the classroom. 
❏ I can speak in a clear voice. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
key detail, before, during, after, retell, character, setting, event, main topic, left, 
right, order, uppercase, lowercase, rhyme, syllable, consonant, vowel, vowel 
sound, blend, beginning, middle, end, unknown, similar, different, capitalize, 
period, first, next, last   
 

 



 
 

Unit 3: All Together Now and Look at Us! 
 
Unit Summary: Students will enjoy the book Smash! Crash! as they 
understand how playing and cooperating with others can help in reaching a 
common goal. Flowers brings in science concepts of different parts of 
flowers or plants having different jobs to do, such as making fruit or seeds. 
 
Students continue to build their Reading foundational skills by hearing and 
then pronouncing the initial sounds in words. Blending sounds into words is 
practiced daily (ex: Teacher says h...a...t.  Student says “hat”.) Looking 
carefully at the illustrations in a story is part of a solid literacy base. 
Students will tell what part of the story an illustration represents, beginning 
to understand the relationship between the story and the illustrations. 
Nouns as naming words and verbs as action words are identified and used 
in writing and speaking. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask questions about key details in a story and identify the 
illustrations. 

❏ I can retell the beginning, middle, and end of a story. 
❏ I can take words apart and blend them back together. 
❏ I can change sounds to make new words. (ex: Change the h in hat 

to b. The new word is bat.) 
❏ I can tell about things and use action words when I speak or write. 
❏ I can tell about something I know. 
❏ I can take turns when speaking and listening. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
complete sentences, beginning, middle, end, retell, setting, events, 
illustration, blend, syllable, consonant, vowel, beginning sound, middle 
sound, ending sound, plural, naming word, action word, categorize, 
opposite, sequence of events, eye contact 
 
 

Unit 4: Look at Us! 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will use Nature Spy and Animal Babies in 
Grasslands to look closely at nature. Students will understand that looking closely 
helps them see and appreciate new and different things found in nature. Students 
will enjoy learning how baby animals of the grassland look different and do 
various things with their mothers. 
 
In addition to building Reading foundational skills, students are progressing into 
recognizing common types of texts (story or poem), identifying the main topic of a 
story (What is the story mainly about?), and forming plural nouns by adding ‘s’ or 
‘es’ (dog/dogs, wish/wishes). Students are fluently (within 3 seconds) reading 
common high frequency words and writing the letter for many consonant and 
vowel sounds.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can name the important parts of a story. 
❏ I can identify characters in a story and tell how they are different or the 

same. 
❏ I can tell what the text is about, what I learned from the text, and how the 

illustrations help me understand the text. 
❏ I can take words apart and blend them back together.  
❏ I can change sounds to make new words. 
❏ I can fluently (within 3 seconds) read common high frequency words. 
❏ I can tell about nouns (people, places, things) and use verbs (action 

words) in my writing and speaking. 
❏ I can speak and express my thoughts clearly. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Complete sentences, main idea/main topic, beginning, middle, end, retell, setting, 
events, blend, syllable, consonant, vowel, beginning sound, middle sound, ending 
sound, plural, naming word, action word, categorize, opposite, sequence of 
events, eye contact, fiction, nursery rhyme, poetry 
 

 


