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                                TPSD Kindergarten ELA Syllabus            Units 9-12, Third Nine Weeks 

Unit 9: Let’s Go Exploring!  
 
Unit Summary: To enhance the unit concept of Let’s Go Exploring!, 
students will understand that adventures can happen close to home, 
may bring exciting experiences, and will create opportunities to learn 
about new wildlife. The books My Lucky Day and One Little Mouse 
support this with students understanding that animals are curious and 
like adventures, too. 
 
Students extend their Reading foundational skills by working with initial 
and final sounds of l and consonant and final blends. 
 
Students begin to identify cause and effect while working with nouns, 
verbs, and sequencing events in a story. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen to a story and sequence the major events. 
❏ I can retell the beginning, middle, and end of a story. 
❏ I can tell how two people are alike or connected in a story. 
❏ I can tell why something happens in a story. 
❏ I can read common high frequency words. 
❏ I can write the letter for consonant and vowel sounds. 
❏ I can identify consonant and final blends. 
❏ I can use action words and nouns in my writing and speaking. 
❏ I can spell simple words by the sounds I hear. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Informative, complete sentence, author, illustrator, beginning, middle, 
end, events, sequence, consonant, vowel, blends, cause and effect, 
plot 

Unit 10: Still Exploring!  
 
Unit Summary: Students are now understanding how an adventure could 
cause trouble and what an adventure in the Antarctic would be like. The 
books Goldilocks and the Three Bears and If You Could Go to Antarctica 
support the concept of visiting new places. 
 
Reading foundational skills now include compound words and directional 
words. Students are comparing and contrasting the adventures and experi-
ences of characters while reviewing main idea and setting. Informative writing 
is being developed by drawing and then dictating or writing about a particular 
topic or book. The author’s purpose for writing is always discussed to show 
what the author wants us to learn from the text.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can predict what a story will be about by looking at the illustrations. 
❏ I can retell and sequence important parts of a story. 
❏ I can compare texts and tell how they are the same or different. 
❏ I can produce rhyming words. 
❏ I can capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun “I”. 
❏ I can write the letter for many consonants, vowels, and blends.  
❏ I can add s or es to show more than one when speaking and writing. 
❏ I can read high frequency words. 
❏ I can sort objects into categories.. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
complete sentence, informative, short vowel, long vowel, naming word, noun,  
action word, verb, sequence of events, plot, main idea/main topic, ending 
sound, classify, category, cause and effect 
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Unit 11: Going Places 
 
Unit Summary: Students will enjoy the book Max Takes the Train as 
they understand different ways of traveling. Mayday! Mayday! helps 
students learn how emergency vehicles provide help to everyone. 
 
Students review their Reading foundational skills by producing the 
most frequent sound for each consonant, vowels, and blends. Stu-
dents continue forming regular plural nouns orally by adding ’s’ or ‘es’, 
while reviewing nouns as naming words and verbs as action words. 
Students are expected to define the difference between realism and 
fantasy. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask and answer questions about key details in a story. 
❏ I can retell the beginning, middle, and end of a story. 
❏ I can name the characters, setting, and important events in a 

story. 
❏ I can take words apart and blend them together in many dif-

ferent words 
❏ I can hear and say rhyming words. 
❏ I can recognize and name ending punctuation. 
❏ I can spell simple words by the sounds I hear. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
complete sentences, informative, beginning, middle, end, retell, main 
idea, main topic, setting, events, illustration, blend, syllable, consonant, 
vowel, plural, naming word, action word, cause and effect, pronoun I, 
classify,  
category 

Unit 12: Still Going Places! 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will use Trucks Roll! and  
The Little Engine That Could to look closely at what kinds of transportation 
help people do their jobs and what kind of work trains do. Students will un-
derstand the importance of how and why goods are moved from one place to 
another. 
 
In addition to building Reading foundational skills, students are recognizing 
common types of texts (story or poem) and identifying the reasons an author 
gives to support important points in a text. Students are fluently (within 3 se-
conds) reading common high frequency words, using frequently occurring 
nouns and verbs, and reading texts independently. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can tell when words are a poem or a story. 
❏ I can tell how 2 people, events, or ideas are connected. 
❏ I can tell what the text is about, what I learned from the text, and how 

the illustrations help me understand the text. 
❏ I can take words apart and blend them back together.  
❏ I can change sounds to make new words. 
❏ I can fluently (within 3 seconds) read common high frequency words. 
❏ I can tell use nouns (people, places, things) and verbs (action words) 

in my writing and speaking. 
❏ I can use question words in my writing and speaking. 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Complete sentences, main idea/main topic, beginning, middle, end, retell, 
setting, events, blend, syllable, consonant, vowel, plural, naming word, action 
word, verb,  
sequence of events, plot, cause and effect, informative 
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