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TPSD Kindergarten ELA Syllabus 
     Units 5-8, Second Nine Weeks 

Unit 5: Look At Us Now! !
Unit Summary: To explore the unit concept of Look at Us Now!, 
students will listen, talk, sing, read, and write about a sleeping bear. 
The books Bear Snores On and A Bed for Winter support the un-
derstanding of hibernation and seasonal changes that can be ob-
served. !
Students extend their Reading foundational skills by recognizing 
rhyming words and producing (saying) two rhyming words. The abil-
ity to say two rhyming words without prompting is more difficult than 
hearing two words and saying “Yes, they rhyme. or These words do 
not rhyme.” Counting the number of syllables in a word, as well as 
pronouncing, blending, and segmenting words to know how many 
syllables are in a word will be practiced in this unit. !
Associating long and short sounds with the 5 major vowels contin-
ues, as does reading common high frequency words by sight.   
Students begin to identify major events in a story and use these 
events when retelling a story. New in this unit is describing the con-
nection between two individuals in a story. Students continue identi-
fying and printing many uppercase and lowercase letters. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen to a story and tell the major events. 
❏ I can retell the beginning, middle, and end of a story. 
❏ I can tell how two people are alike or connected in a story. 
❏ I can recognize and produce words that rhyme. 
❏ I can read common high frequency words. 
❏ I can recognize, name, and print many uppercase (capital) 

and lowercase letters. 
❏ I can break apart and clap the parts of a word. 
❏ I can write the letter for long and short vowel sounds. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
opinion, period, main idea/main topic, beginning, middle, end, retell, 
event, short vowel, long vowel, middle sound, plural

Unit 6: Changes All Around Us! !
Unit Summary: Students are now understanding how animals and people 
change as they grow. The books Little Panda and Little Quack support the 
concepts of change in the world. !
Reading foundational skills now include adding or substituting individual 
sounds in simple one-syllable words to make new words. Students are 
comparing and contrasting the adventures and experiences of characters 
in familiar stories. Opinion writing is being developed by drawing, dictat-
ing, or writing about a student’s like or dislike of a topic or book.. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen and retell a story using key details from the story. 
❏ I can name the important parts of a story. 
❏ I can describe how illustrations help me understand a text. 
❏ I can produce rhyming words. 
❏ I can capitalize the first word in a sentence and name the period 

used at the end. 
❏ I can write the letter for a short or long vowel sound.  
❏ I can add or change sounds to make new words. 
❏ I can read high frequency words. 
❏ I can read and speak in a clear voice, using complete sentences. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
complete sentence, opinion, period, short vowel, long vowel, naming 
word, action word, verb, sequence of events, plot, main idea/main topic, 
ending sound
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Unit 7: Celebrations All Around Us! !
Unit Summary: Students will enjoy the book George Washington 
Visits as they understand how life today is very different from life 
hundreds of years ago. Farfallina and Marcel allows students to 
review how animals change as they grow. !
Students review their Reading foundational skills by producing the 
most frequent sound for each consonant and short or long vowel. 
Looking carefully at the illustrations in a story is part of a solid liter-
acy base. Students are forming regular plural nouns orally by 
adding ’s’ or ‘es’, while continuing a review of nouns as naming 
words and verbs as action words. Students are expected to define 
the role of the author and illustrator, as well as asking and answer-
ing questions about key details in a story. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask questions about key details in a story and identify 
the illustrations. 

❏ I can retell the beginning, middle, and end of a story. 
❏ I can tell what I learned from the text and what I learned 

from the illustration. 
❏ I can change sounds to make new words. (ex: Change the 

h in hat to b. The new word is bat.) 
❏ I can add ’s’ or ‘es’ to show more than one when speaking. 
❏ I can use action words in my writing and speaking. 
❏ I can draw a picture and write or speak about a book or 

topic that I like or dislike. !
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
complete sentences, opinion, beginning, middle, end, retell, setting, 
events, illustration, blend, syllable, consonant, vowel, beginning 
sound, middle sound, ending sound, plural, naming word, action 
word, cause and effect 

Unit 8: Let’s Go Exploring !
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will use Then and Now and  
Roosters Off to See the World to look closely at how items of today have 
changed from long ago. Students will also understand how much we can 
learn from our own personal adventures. !
In addition to building Reading foundational skills, students are progress-
ing into recognizing common types of texts (story or poem) and identifying 
the reasons an author gives to support important points in a text. Students 
are fluently (within 3 seconds) reading common high frequency words and 
using frequently occurring nouns and verbs. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can tell when words are a poem or a story. 
❏ I can tell what the author wants me to know. 
❏ I can tell what the text is about, what I learned from the text, and 

how the illustrations help me understand the text. 
❏ I can take words apart and blend them back together.  
❏ I can change sounds to make new words. 
❏ I can fluently (within 3 seconds) read common high frequency 

words. 
❏ I can tell use nouns (people, places, things) and verbs (action 

words) in my writing and speaking. 
❏ I can figure out what words mean. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Complete sentences, main idea/main topic, beginning, middle, end, retell, 
setting, events, blend, syllable, consonant, vowel, beginning sound, mid-
dle sound, ending sound, plural, naming word, action word, verb,  
sequence of events, plot, cause and effect, opinion
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