
         TPSD Grade 1 ELA Syllabus 
        Units 5-8, Second Nine Weeks 

Unit 5: Communities  !
Unit Summary: Students will explore the concept of how animals 
work together to survive. The Big Circle and Life in the Forest are 
read to help students understand how wild animals common to today 
and extinct from the past communicate for survival. !
Students support their Reading foundational skills by knowing final 
‘e’ and common vowel teams for long vowel sounds and reading 
words with inflectional endings. Students explain differences be-
tween books that tell stories and those that give information, while 
using text features to locate key facts or information.  !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can identify story details that tell about characters, setting, 
and events. 

❏ I can explain what I learn from looking at an illustration. 
❏ I can use parts of the book to find information. 
❏ I can compare/contrast two texts on the same topic. 
❏ I can write an interrogative sentence and put a question 

mark at the end.  
❏ I can use common spelling patterns when writing. 
❏ I can blend sounds to make words and break words into 

parts. 
❏ I can use details to describe people, places, things, and 

events.  !
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major events, segment, 
blend, consonant, long vowel, interrogative, opinion, order, sounds, 
vowel sound, digraph, inflectional ending, verb

Unit 6:  Changes !
Unit Summary: The Unit 3 book A Place to Play helps students under-
stand how places change, whether it be growing in size as new families 
move in or becoming a better community as citizens work together. 
Knowledge of what we learn as we grow and change is found in Ruby in 
Her Own Time.  !
Reading foundational skills now include fluently reading grade level text 
orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression  Students are 
learning the meaning of new words by asking and answering questions 
based on context clues. Basic sentences are written using singular nouns 
with singular verbs and plural nouns with plural verbs (He hops. We hop.) 
Opinion writing continues as students name a topic or book, give an opin-
ion, give a reason for the opinion, and include a closure to the writing. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can identify the main idea/ main topic of a text. 
❏ I can ask questions about key details in a story. 
❏ I can name the characters, tell what happened, and tell who is 

talking in the story.  
❏ I can locate key facts using text features. 
❏ I can break words into beginning, middle, and ending sounds. 
❏ I can decode two syllable words following basic patterns by 

breaking the words into syllables. 
❏ I can write an exclamatory sentence and put an exclamation 

point at the end. 
❏ I can sort words into categories and use word clues to figure out 

what a word means. 
❏ I can put two sentences together into one sentence. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major events, main topic, illus-
tration, blend, segment, consonant, short vowel, compare and contrast, 
opinion, inflectional ending, verb



Unit 7: Still Changing !
Unit Summary: Students will have enjoyable conversations cen-
tered around The Class Pet and Frog and Toad! These stories will 
help students understand what we can learn about animals as they 
grow and change, whether a real animal or a fictional character. !
Students will continue to distinguish long from short vowel sounds in 
one-syllable words. Action words are used appropriately for things 
that happened yesterday, today, and tomorrow in writing and speak-
ing. While students ask and answer questions about key details, 
characters, setting, and major events, they also learn the meaning of 
new words by using sentence level text clues. Opinion writing con-
tinues through the nine weeks. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen to and read poems.  
❏ I can explain what I learn from looking at a picture or from 

the text. 
❏ I can think about what I read. 
❏ I can ask or answer questions about text read aloud to me. 
❏ I can recognize and read irregularly spelled words. 
❏ I can use word clues to find out what words mean. 
❏ I can ask questions using information that I recall. 
❏ I can write about the order of things that happened in a book 

I’ve read or heard. 
❏ I can use details to describe nouns (people, places, things). 
❏ I can use drawings to clarify my ideas. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major events, illustration, 
main topic, message, blend, consonant, short vowel, opinion, 
present tense, past tense, future tense, exclamatory, exclamation 
point 

Unit 8: Communities !
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will use I’m a Caterpillar and 
Where Are My Animal Friends? to understand what changes can be seen 
in nature and the many things animals do when the seasons change. 
Students will understand that animals may gather food, build homes, or 
even migrate. !
To continue building strong Reading foundational skills, students are 
segmenting spoken single-syllable words into their complete 
sequence of individual sounds. They are understanding that a final ‘e’ 
typically represents a long vowel sound in the word (cake= final e makes 
the a into a long sound). Students are learning how to identify the rea-
sons an author gives to supports points in a text.  When reading informa-
tional text, students are using text features (headings, table of contents) 
to locate key facts or information. Frequently occurring root words are 
identified. Shades of meaning among verbs are defined and acted out 
during practice. Opinion writing continues with students including reasons 
to support the stated opinion. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask and answer questions about key details in a story. 
❏ I can identify details that tell me about the characters, setting or 

events. 
❏ I can tell what the story is about.  
❏ I can learn the meaning of words by asking and answering ques-

tions. 
❏ I can locate key facts or information using text features. 
❏ I can think about what I read and then write sentences with the 

correct punctuation at the end. (declarative, interrogative, ex-
clamatory) 

❏ I can read fluently and make corrections when my reading 
doesn’t make sense. 

❏ I can ask questions using information recalled or gathered. 
❏ I can use complete sentences when speaking and writing. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, key detail, compare/contrast, plot, major event, illustration, main 
topic, central message, blend, consonant, interrogative, long vowel, nar-
rative, order, vowel sound, digraph, comma, contraction, compare
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