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Unit 1: Exploration !
Unit Summary: Students will read The Twin Club to understand 
that different communities are both alike and different in many 
ways. The Twin Club will open conversations centered around 
astronauts, their jobs, and the equipment needed to have a suc-
cessful mission. !
Students support their Reading foundational skills by identifying 
and reading long and short vowel one-syllable words. Grade level 
strategies are used to decode unknown words, as well as sen-
tence context and illustrations or pictures. Students ask and an-
swer questions with key details from a yet while determining the 
main idea of the entire passage or a single paragraph. Writing a 
Narrative text to recount a personal experience will be shared. 
Specific details to explain and describe actions will be included. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can answer questions to show understanding of impor-
tant details in a story. 

❏ I can tell how characters act when things happen in a 
story. 

❏ I can use the illustration and text to tell about the setting 
and characters. 

❏ I can use text features to find information quickly. 
❏ I can spell words using patterns. 
❏ I can write about something that happened, that I’ve 

seen or read, or something that I remember. 
❏ I can use complete sentences when I write, speak, and 

answer questions. 
❏ I can talk with others using listening and speaking rules.  !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
complete sentence, key details, character, major events, plot, 
problem/solution, illustration, digital text, main idea, main topic, 
clarify, fluency, text features, short vowel, long vowel, syllable, 
produce, expand, spelling patterns, narrative, event order, se-
quence, closure, conclusion

Unit 2:  Exploring and More Exploring! !
Unit Summary: The Unit 2 book Henry and Mudge and the 
Starry Night helps students understand that exploring nature 
includes the skies, space, water, forests, and neighborhoods. 
Henry and Mudge helps students understand what is found in 
the desert and the differences between a desert and other 
types of land. !
Reading foundational skills now include reading text aloud with 
fluency, accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression. Students 
are able to describe how characters in a story respond to chal-
lenges, using text based evidence. Text features (heading, table 
of content, glossary) are identified. Shades of meaning with 
verbs (toss, throw, hurl) and/or adjectives (cool, cold, freezing) 
to show varying intensities are defined and used in writing. Nar-
rative texts are written using a variety of digital tools. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask questions to show I understand important 
details in a story. 

❏ I can tell the important details about how a story begins 
and ends. 

❏ I can tell why the author wrote the text. 
❏ I can read fluently and with expression. 
❏ I can connect words with my experiences. 
❏ I can explain how two words are similar but can have 

slightly different meanings. 
❏ I can connect my comments to what others have said. 
❏ I can ask questions when I don’t understand. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
recount, details, character, event, author’s purpose, fluent, 
voice, timing, expression, context clue, connection, verb, adjec-
tive, narrative, temporal word, problem and solution, main topic, 
inflectional ending, consonant blend, sequence



!

Unit 3: Exploring and Working Together !
Unit Summary: The Strongest One, when read by students, will 
help them understand that we can explore the answers to our 
questions by exploring new places, reading books, and asking 
others for help. Tara and Tiree, Fearless Friends is based around 
the reality of dangerous situations in the world and the way each 
of us can help. !
Students will read a story, fable, or folktale and explain the central 
message, lesson, or moral in the text. Close reading to under-
stand the key points made by the author will help students identify 
the central message or theme. Word meanings can be identified 
by using sentence context as a clue. Adjectives and adverbs to 
describe are used when writing or speaking. Students will also 
learn how to use illustrations to give additional clues to help the 
reader infer or draw conclusions when reading. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask and answer question to show understanding of 
important details in a story. 

❏ I can retell a fable or folktale and explain the lesson in 
the story. 

❏ I can tell the important details about how a story begins 
and ends. 

❏ I can capitalize proper nouns. 
❏ I can read with expression. 
❏ I can figure out the meaning of a word by knowing the 

meaning of parts of the word. 
❏ I can remember and tell others the important details that I 

have read or heard. !
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
recount, central message, lesson, moral, point of view, dialogue, 
prefix, root word, adjective, adverb, detail, relevant, complete sen-
tence, fable, folktale, cultures, expression, digital text, prefix, root 
word, base word, transition word, appropriate volume, personal 
narrative

Unit 4: Working Together !
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read Abraham Lin-
coln and Scarcity to understand how working together has 
changed history and met the needs of people.  !
To continue building Reading foundational skills, students are 
recognizing and reading grade appropriate irregularly spelled 
words and reading on-level text with purpose and understand-
ing. Writing narratives with temporal words to signal event order 
and providing a sense of closure lead students to focus on a 
topic and strengthen their writing by revising and editing. Stu-
dents use Informational texts to support their knowledge of de-
scribing the connection between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas, or steps in technical procedures in a text. Au-
thor’s purpose is supported by identifying specific points the 
author makes int he text ad may be used in comparing and con-
trasting two texts on the same topic. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can put events or ideas in order, explaining how the 
events or ideas go together. 

❏ I can use strategies to figure out word meanings. 
❏ I can explain why the author includes certain details in 

a text. 
❏ I can tell which facts are the same or different in two 

texts on the same subject. 
❏ I can read and understand Informational text at my 

grade level. 
❏ I can read second grade words that can not be sound-

ed out. 
❏ I can use nouns to name groups of things and plural 

nouns that don’t follow traditional rules. 
❏ I can capitalize proper nouns. 
❏ I can write, edit and revise my Narrative writing. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
event, idea, concept, step, process, connect, irregular, collec-
tive nouns, irregular plural noun, draft, revise, edit, conclusion
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