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Before beginning Unit 1, students will review foundational 
understanding of consonants and short vowels, comprehension 
strategies of story prediction and questioning, and how to monitor 
his or her own reading. !
Unit  1: Animals Tame and Wild  !
Unit Summary: 
Students support their Reading foundational skills by blending 
sounds to produce single syllable words (m...a...t = mat), decoding 
one-syllable words, and reading grade level text with purpose and 
understanding. Students retell stories to show their understanding of 
the central message or lesson using key details. Producing simple 
declarative (telling) sentences and capitalizing the names of people 
gives support to the beginnings of Narrative writing. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can tell what a story is about, name the characters, and 
identify the setting (where the story takes place). 

❏ I can read books and ask questions about words I do not 
understand. 

❏ I can use parts of the book to find information. 
❏ I can recognize and read grade appropriate irregularly 

spelled words. 
❏ I can blend sounds to make words and break words into 

parts. 
❏ I can use a capital letter to begin someone’s name and put 

a period at the end of a declarative (telling) sentence. 
❏ I can use common spelling patterns when I write. 
❏ I can follow rules when I talk, ask questions about the topic, 

and speak in complete sentences. !
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major events, segment, 
blend, consonant, short vowel, declarative, period, uppercase 
(capital), lowercase, narrative, order 

Unit 2:  Animals, Animals, Animals  !
Unit Summary: The Unit 2 book The Big Blue Ox helps students 
understand how animals help people by providing food, transportation, 
and services. Knowledge of how wild animals provide food and protection 
for their babies is found in A Fox and a Kit.  !
Reading foundational skills now include reading words with inflectional 
endings (s, ing) and isolating and pronouncing the initial, medial vowel, 
and final sounds in spoken single-syllable words. Students are describing 
characters, setting, or events by using the illustrations and text details. 
Reading grade level text now includes identifying frequently occurring 
root words (ex: looking= look is the root word). Common and proper 
nouns are used in writing, supported by sorting words into categories to 
understand the concept the categories represent. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can tell what a story is about. 
❏ I can tell who is talking in the story. 
❏ I can identify the main idea/topic of a text and explain what I 

learn from looking at a picture or illustration. 
❏ I can describe the illustration in a text. 
❏ I can break words into beginning, middle, and ending sounds. 
❏ I can use ending punctuation and invented spelling when writing. 
❏ I can identify words with common inflectional endings (s, ing). 
❏ I can sort words into categories and use word clues to figure out 

what a word means. 
❏ I can write about the order of things that happened in a book I 

have read or heard. !
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major events, main topic, 
illustration, blend, segment, consonant, short vowel, period, declarative, 
uppercase, lowercase, capitalize, narrative, order, inflectional ending, 
sounds, vowel sound 



Unit 3: All Animals !
Unit Summary: Nothing excites students more than reading about 
wild animals! Get the Egg and Animal Park will help students 
understand how wild animals and neighborhood animals are similar 
or different, as well as what can be learned by observing animals.  !
Students will identify syllables (ta ble = 2 syllables) and sounds in 
words. Consonant blends (ex: pl) are used when students orally 
produce (say) single-syllable words (plate). Untaught words will be 
spelled phonetically, using the letter/sound knowledge that students 
are learning. While students ask and answer questions about key 
details, characters, setting, and major events, they also identify 
between information provided by an illustration and information 
provided by the words in a text. Sentence level context will provide 
clues to unknown words. Narrative writing to recount 2 or more 
sequenced events using details and temporal words to signal order 
will be written and shared. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can listen to and read poems.  
❏ I can explain what I learn from looking at a picture or from 

the text. 
❏ I can think about what I read. 
❏ I can ask or answer questions about text read aloud to me. 
❏ I can recognize and read irregularly spelled words. 
❏ I can use word clues to find out what words mean. 
❏ I can ask questions using information that I recall. 
❏ I can use complete sentences when speaking and writing. 
❏ I can use details to describe nouns (people, places, things). !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major events, declarative 
(telling), illustration, main topic, message, blend, consonant, short 
vowel, narrative, order, inflectional ending (s, ing), sounds, vowel 
sound, period !

Unit 4: Communities !
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will use The Farmer in the Hat and 
Who Works Here? to understand how a school is a community and the 
role of community workers in towns. Students will understand that 
classmates share, help, and respect each other. They will read and learn 
how community workers lead citizens, keep us safe, and make a 
community a nice place. !
To continue building Reading foundational skills, students are now 
distinguishing long (ex. cake = long a) from short (ex. cat = short a) vowel 
sounds. They are understanding that a final ‘e’ typically represents a long 
vowel sound in the word (cake= final e makes the a into a long sound). 
Students are learning the spelling-sound correspondence for common 
consonant digraphs (ch). When reading informational text, students are 
using text features (headings, table of contents) to locate key facts or 
information. Narrative writing continues with students including details to 
describe what happens in the beginning, middle, and end. !
Performance Skills:  

❏ I can ask and answer questions about key details in a story. 
❏ I can identify details that tell me about the characters, setting or 

events. 
❏ I can tell what the story is about.  
❏ I can learn the meaning of words by asking and answering 

questions. 
❏ I can locate key facts or information using text features. 
❏ I can write an interrogative sentence and put a question mark at 

the end. 
❏ I can read fluently and make corrections when my reading 

doesn’t make sense. 
❏ I can use drawings to clarify my ideas. 
❏ I can use complete sentences when speaking and writing. !

Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, key detail, character, setting, plot, major event, illustration, main 
topic, central message, blend, consonant, interrogative, long vowel, 
narrative, order, vowel sound, digraph 


