
TPSD 3rd grade ELA Syllabus 
      1st 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 1:  Trying New Things  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and informational  
texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will build their 
knowledge and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit 
details from the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). The students will 
learn new strategies and techniques to critically analyze text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing narrative 
essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences, transition words, 
and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be strengthened through the inclusion of 
simple and compound sentences, newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative 
language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ recount fables and determine the message or moral of the story 
❏ describe story elements (e.g. parts of a plot) 
❏ describe characters, including characters’ actions 
❏ determine the meaning of words 
❏ read and analyze components of poetry  
❏ view different types of illustrations/graphics to explain understanding of 

text 
❏ compose a narrative piece of writing with a strong introduction and 

conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing in an appropriate structure and temporal 

words 
❏ revise and edit narrative writing to include dialogue 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) with different 

parts of speech (e.g. possessives, verbs, etc.) in writing 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
recount, moral, fable, details, character traits, figurative language, context clues, 
stanzas, illustrations, affixes, narrative, text structure, dialogue, possessive, 
temporal words  

Unit 2:  Living and Learning  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and 
informational texts in whole and small group. The students will build their 
knowledge and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using 
explicit details from the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing an 
opinion essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences using 
textual evidence sentence starters, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound, and complex 
sentences. 
Performance Skills:  

❏ describe characters’ traits and actions  
❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words  
❏ Describe connections between events or steps in a procedure in an 

informational text  
❏ discuss point of view (i.e. compare personal point of view to others) 
❏ identify words and/or phrases that connect and shows author’s 

thinking 
❏ identify prefix and suffix  
❏ compose an opinion piece of writing with a strong introduction, clearly 

stating one’s opinion, and ending with a strong conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing with an appropriate structure and 

transitions 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 
❏ use reference material, such as dictionaries, to clarify or determine 

meaning of unknown words  
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
character traits, context clues, sequential order, process, connections, 
relationships, point of view, compare, contrast, prefix, suffix, opinion, 
transitions, sentence structure, dictionary, reference material   
 
Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 3: Surviving with Problems 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from the 
text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by revisiting narrative 
essays focusing on perfecting their skills in writing introductory paragraphs, detail 
sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound sentences, and complex 
sentences, and newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words  
❏ determine main idea and supporting details  
❏ identify and explain text features 
❏ locate information using search tools (i.e. access information from 

electronic sources-search engines) 
❏ identify and define common affixes  
❏ compose a narrative piece of writing with a strong introduction and 

conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing in an appropriate structure and temporal 

words 
❏ revise and edit narrative writing to include dialogue 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
context clues, main idea, supporting details, literal and nonliteral, text features, 
search engine, narrative, plot, organization, dialogue, simple sentence, sentence 
variety  
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 4: Finding the Right Solutions  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and 
informational  texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will 
build their knowledge and proficiency for asking and answering questions by 
using explicit details from the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). 
The students will learn new strategies and techniques to critically analyze 
text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by writing 
informative essays by focusing on perfecting their skills in writing introductory 
paragraphs, detail sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs. 
Writing will be strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound 
sentences, and complex sentences, and newly acquired vocabulary, and 
figurative language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ answer and generate questions based on text  
❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words 
❏ identify important details from two different texts 
❏ compare and contrast key details from two different texts 
❏ identify affixes and determine meaning of unknown word 
❏ compose an informative piece of writing with a strong introduction 

and conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing with an appropriate structure and temporal 

and/or transition words or phrases  
❏ revise and edit to include evidence from text in writing  
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
generate, context clues, important/key details, compare, contrast, affix, 
informative, explanatory, introduction, conclusion, transition, sentence variety  
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 



 

 
 
 

TPSD 4th grade ELA Syllabus 
      1st 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 1:  Adventures  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to identify the theme in fictional text and build their proficiency in making 
inferences, questioning, and summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, students 
will continue learning about antonyms and synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing narrative texts, focusing on producing an introductory 
paragraph.  Writing will be strengthened through inclusion of language skills such 
as relative pronouns, prepositional phrases, and adverbs.   
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ retell a story including specific details from the text 
❏ determine theme of different types of text 
❏ read and explain myths 
❏ describe plot (components of story) and characters (based on actions and 

traits) 
❏ determine the meaning and use of unknown words in text  
❏ Identify and use synonyms and antonyms   
❏ compose a narrative piece of writing with an engaging beginning and 

closure 
❏ work on organizing writing in an appropriate structure and temporal words 
❏ revise and edit narrative writing to include dialogue 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 
❏ Identify and use different parts of speech (e.g. relative pronouns, adverbs, 

prepositional phrases, etc.) 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   

Unit 2:  Explorations  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit students will read literature-based and 
informational text to identify the theme in fictional text and build their 
proficiency in making inferences, questioning, and summarizing.  To 
increase word knowledge, students will continue learning about antonyms 
and synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build 
their competence in composing informative texts.  Writing will be 
strengthened through discussion and use of language mechanics and 
conventions through the editing phase of writing.   
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ make inferences using details from the text 
❏ define and identify theme 
❏ identify story elements of text (e.g. characters, setting, etc.) 
❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words 
❏ identify and discuss different points of view (i.e. first person, third 

person, etc.) 
❏ compose an informative piece of writing with a strong introduction 

and conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing with an appropriate structure and 

temporal/transition words or phrases  
❏ revise and edit to include evidence from text in writing  
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Inference, theme, context clues, point of view, 1st person, omniscient, 



retell, summarize, theme, context clues, myth, narrative, text structure, temporal 
words, transitions, dialogue, synonyms, antonyms, Greek and Latin affixes and 
roots 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

introduction, informative, conclusion, text structure, temporal/transition 
words, sentence structure  
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and  terms. 
 

Unit 3: Exploring and Working with Others  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to identify the theme in fictional text and build their proficiency in making 
inferences, questioning, and summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, students 
will continue learning about antonyms and synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing an opinion texts.  Writing will be strengthened through 
inclusion of language skills such as relative pronouns, relative adverbs, and 
adverbs.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ make inferences using details from the text  
❏ determine the main idea 
❏ identify key/important/supporting details based on main idea 
❏ write a summary  
❏ determine the overall structure within a text  
❏ compose an opinion piece of writing with a strong introduction, clearly 

stating one’s opinion, and ending with a strong conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing with an appropriate structure and transitions 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Inference, text structure, opinion, point of view, relative pronoun, fragment, run-on 
sentence, main idea, detail, summarize, context clues 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 4: Teamwork  
 
Unit Summary: This unit will serve as an opportunity to review skills 
previously introduced.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build 
their competence in composing each type of writing, based on student need.  
Writing will be strengthened through inclusion of language skills such as 
uses of commas, various sentence structures, precise language, and 
cumulative review of all language skills.  This unit will serve as a cumulative 
review for the 1st 9 weeks when considering writing types.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ identify text structures of various texts (e.g. poems, dramas, etc.) 
❏ use details to respond to literal and inferential questions 
❏ use context clues to determine word meaning in various texts, 

including myths 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Topic sentence, conclusion, introduction, myth, text structure, details, 
inferential, literal, context clues 
 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

TPSD 5th grade ELA Syllabus 
      1st 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 1: Facing New Challenges 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to build their proficiency in making inferences, questioning, and summarizing.  
To increase word knowledge, students will continue learning about antonyms and 
synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing opinion texts.  Writing will be strengthened through 
inclusion of language skills such as relative pronouns, prepositional phrases, and 
adverbs.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ retell a story including specific details from the text 
❏ determine meaning of words or phrases through figurative language 
❏ compare and contrast sections from different types of text (e.g. story, 

drama, poem, etc.) 
❏ discuss point of view and connection to plot 
❏ explain relationship between events in informational text  
❏ compose an opinion piece of writing with a strong introduction, clearly 

stating one’s opinion, and ending with a strong conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing with an appropriate structure and transitions 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 
❏ identify uses of commas  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, summarize, simile, metaphor, correlative conjunctions, text structure, 
opinion, sentence variety, commas, transitions, adverb, prepositions  

Unit 2:  Facing Different Types of Challenges  
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and 
informational text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building 
their proficiency in making inferences, questioning, and summarizing.  To 
increase word knowledge, students will continue learning about antonyms 
and synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build 
their competence in composing informative/explanatory texts.  Writing will be 
strengthened through inclusion of language skills such as uses of commas, 
transitions, and a variety of sentence structures.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ retell a story including specific details from the text 
❏ determine meaning of words or phrases through figurative language 
❏ identify author’s key points 
❏ identify and use text features  
❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words  
❏ compose an informative piece of writing with a strong introduction 

and conclusion 
❏ work on organizing writing with an appropriate structure and 

temporal and/or transition words or phrases  
❏ revise and edit to include evidence from text in writing  
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, figurative language, informative writing, introduction, conclusion, text 



 
Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

structure, transition words, summarize, paraphrase, context clues 
 
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 

Unit 3: Challenges Immigrants Encounter  
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building their proficiency in 
making inferences, questioning, and, summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, 
students will continue learning about antonyms and synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing narrative texts.  Writing will be strengthened through 
inclusion of language skills such as uses of verbs, transitions, a variety of sentence 
structures, and use of precise language. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ retell a story including specific details from the text 
❏ determine meaning of words or phrases through figurative language 
❏ identify and describe text structures of different types of texts  
❏ Identify theme and author’s point from two different texts 
❏ compare and contrast themes and topics of texts  
❏ compose a narrative piece of writing with an engaging beginning and 

closure 
❏ work on organizing writing in an appropriate structure and temporal words 
❏ revise and edit narrative writing to include dialogue 
❏ include variety of sentences (e.g. simple, compound, etc.) in writing 
❏ Identify and use different parts of speech (e.g. relative pronouns, adverbs, 

prepositional phrases, etc.) 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
retell, figurative language, text structure, theme, author’s point, compare, contrast, 
topics, compound sentence, simple sentence, prepositional phrase, transition 
words, dialogue  
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  

Unit 4: Doing the Right Thing 
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and 
informational text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building 
their proficiency in making inferences, questioning, and, summarizing.  To 
increase word knowledge, students will continue learning about antonyms 
and synonyms throughout this unit.   
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build 
their competence in composing each type of writing, based on student need.  
Writing will be strengthened through inclusion of language skills such as 
uses of commas, various sentence structures, precise language, and 
cumulative review of all language skills.  This unit will serve as a cumulative 
review for the 1st 9 weeks when considering writing types.   
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ compare and contrast multiple characters 
❏ use context clues 
❏ determine meaning of words or phrases through figurative language 
❏ describe different sections of various types of texts 
❏ identify and use conjunctions and prepositions 
❏ Identify use of commas 
❏ identify and use variety of sentence structures in writing 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:   
Compare, contrast, context clues, figurative language, conjunctions, 
prepositions, commas, sentence structures  
 

Note-This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 
 



 
 

 
 


