
TPSD 3rd grade ELA Syllabus 
     2nd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 5: Fair Solutions and Animals Solve Problems, Too!! 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from the 
text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by revisiting informative 
essays focusing on perfecting their skills in writing introductory paragraphs, detail 
sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound sentences, and complex 
sentences, and newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ asking and answering questions 
❏ citing text based evidence 
❏ recounting stories to find moral, central message, or lesson of the story 
❏ identifying point of view 
❏ use text features and visuals to understand the text  
❏ comparing and contrasting two different texts  
❏ determining main idea 
❏ compose informative piece of writing  
❏ context clues 
❏ possessive nouns  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
point of view, author’s purpose, main idea, compare, contrast, text structure, 
figurative language  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 6:  Explaining Things in Nature  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from the 
text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing an opinion 
essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences using textual 
evidence sentence starters, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound, and complex sentences. 
The goal is for students to clearly state their opinion and support it with evidence 
from the text. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ asking and answering questions 
❏ citing text based evidence 
❏ recounting stories to find moral, central message, or lesson of the story 
❏ describe characters in story  
❏ determine main idea 
❏ distinguish point of view 
❏ prefixes and suffixes  
❏ compose narrative piece of writing  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
characters, plot, main idea, point of view, prefix, suffix, narrative, text evidence, 
summarize, figurative language  
 
 
 
 
Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



Unit 7: Investigating Animals is Danger 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and informational 
texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will build their 
knowledge and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit 
details from the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). The students will 
learn new strategies and techniques to critically analyze text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing 
informative essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences, 
transition words, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be strengthened through 
the inclusion of simple and compound sentences, newly acquired vocabulary, and 
figurative language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ asking and answering questions 
❏ citing text based evidence 
❏ identifying point of view 
❏ use text features and visuals to understand the text  
❏ comparing and contrasting two different texts  
❏ compose informative piece of writing  
❏ context clues 
❏ using reference materials (e.g. dictionary, glossary, etc.) 
❏ verb tenses 
❏ sentence structure  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
citing text evidence, point of view, text features, reference materials, sentence 
structure, simple, compound, conjunctions  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 8: Looking at Nature and People’s Talents  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and informational 
texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge 
and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from 
the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). The students will learn new 
strategies and techniques to critically analyze text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing all three 
forms of writing which include narrative essays, opinion essays, and informative 
essays. Students will continue to ,focus on introductory paragraphs, detail 
sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs for each form of writing. 
Writing will be strengthened through the inclusion of simple and compound 
sentences, newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ asking and answering questions 
❏ citing text based evidence 
❏ identifying point of view 
❏ use text features and visuals to understand the text  
❏ comparing and contrasting two different texts  
❏ compose informative piece of writing  
❏ context clues 
❏ using reference materials (e.g. dictionary, glossary, etc.) 
❏ verb tenses 
❏ sentence structure  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
citing text evidence, point of view, text features, reference materials, sentence 
structure, simple, compound, conjunctions, characters, plot, main idea, point of 
view, prefix, suffix, narrative, text evidence, summarize, figurative language  
 
Note -This  unit will serve as a cumulative review for the 2nd 9 weeks.  Students will 

practice all writing types. 
  

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 



TPSD 4th grade  ELA Syllabus 
     2nd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 5: Horse Heroes and So You Want to Be President? 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency in reading and comprehending a variety of grade level text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by revisiting informative 
essays focusing on perfecting their skills in writing introductory paragraphs, detail 
sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound sentences, and complex 
sentences, and newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ determining the theme and details 
❏ Using context clues to determine meaning 
❏ using visuals to understand the text 
❏ distinguishing firsthand and secondhand account 
❏ identifying main idea and supporting detail 
❏ analyzing author’s purpose with evidence  
❏ identifying Verbs, adjectives, Greek and Latin roots 
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 
❏ composing informative writing  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
infer, conclusion, theme, summarize, diagram, headings, charts, caption, illustration, 
firsthand account, secondhand account, root word, hyperbole, personification  
 
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 6: The Man Who Named the Clouds and Adelina’s Whales 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency in reading and comprehending a variety of grade level text.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing narrative texts.  Writing will be strengthened through 
inclusion of language skills such as uses of verb tense, sentence types, variety of 
sentence structures, context clues, Greek and Latin affixes. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ determining theme and details 
❏ summarizing text 
❏ analyzing poems, prose, dramas 
❏ determining main idea 
❏ understanding text features 
❏ identifying Greek and Latin roots 
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 
❏ composing narrative writing  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Summarizing, stage directions, prose, drama, verse, rhyming pattern, stanza, 
alliteration, dialogue, theme, details, text features  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 7:  How the Night Came from the Sea, Eye of the Storm Unit 8:  Paul Bunyan and The Case of the Gasping Garbage 



 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from the text 
as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing an opinion 
essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences using textual 
evidence sentence starters, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound, and complex sentences. 
The goal is for students to clearly state their opinion and support it with evidence 
from the text. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ describing characters, settings, events in different text 
❏ Using context clues to determine meaning  
❏ compare and contrast points of view 
❏ using visuals to understand the text 
❏ identifying main idea and supporting detail 
❏ determining overall structure of text  
❏ identifying Verbs, adjectives, Greek and Latin roots 
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 
❏ composing opinion writing  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Infer, conclusion,character traits, setting, sequence, diagram, headings, charts, 
caption,text structure, chronological, description, cause and effect, illustration, 
firsthand account, secondhand account, root word, hyperbole, personification, 
opinion, claim, evidence  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from the 
text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing all three 
forms of writing which include narrative essays, opinion essays, and informative 
essays. Students will continue to ,focus on introductory paragraphs, detail 
sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs for each form of writing. 
Writing will be strengthened through the inclusion of simple and compound 
sentences, newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ determining theme and details 
❏ describing characters, settings, events in different text 
❏ using context clues to determine meaning  
❏ analyzing poems, prose, dramas 
❏ compare and contrast points of view 
❏ using visuals to understand the text 
❏ determining overall structure of text  
❏ identifying Verbs, adjectives, Greek and Latin roots 
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Infer, conclusion,character traits, setting, sequence, diagram, headings, charts, 
caption,text structure, chronological, description, cause and effect, illustration,, 
root word, hyperbole, personification, opinion, claim, evidence  
 
Note -This  unit will serve as a cumulative review for the 2nd 9 weeks.  Students 

will practice all writing types. 
  

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 

 



TPSD 5th grade  ELA Syllabus 
     2nd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 5:  Sacrifices for Freedom 
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and informational text 
to identify theme, main idea, central message, figurative language, and text structure. 
.  
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing informative/explanatory texts..  Writing will be strengthened 
through inclusion of language skills such as verbs, use of reference material, sentence 
types, variety of sentence structures, Greek and Latin affixes. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ determining theme and details 
❏ using context clues to determine meaning  
❏ analyzing poems, prose, dramas 
❏ using visuals to understand the text 
❏ determining main idea 
❏ determining overall structure of text  
❏ identifying verb tense and various sentence structures  
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 
❏ composing informative text 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
drawing conclusions, prose, stanza, verse, rhyming pattern, stage directions, main 
idea, compound sentence, conjunctions, complex sentence, figurative language, 
informative, explanatory, text structure  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 6: Lessons from Inventors and Artists 
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and 
informational text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building 
their proficiency in making inferences, questioning, point of view, and 
summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, students will continue learning 
about antonyms and synonyms throughout this unit.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build 
their competence in composing narrative texts.  Writing will be strengthened 
through inclusion of language skills such as uses of verb tense, sentence 
types, variety of sentence structures, context clues, Greek and Latin affixes. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ determining theme and details 
❏ using context clues to determine meaning  
❏ determining how the narrator’s point of view influences events in a 

story 
❏ analyzing poems, prose, dramas 
❏ using visuals to understand the text 
❏ determining main idea 
❏ determining overall structure of text  
❏ identifying verb tense and various sentence structures  
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 
❏ composing narrative text  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
drawing conclusions, prose, stanza, verse, rhyming pattern, stage directions, 
main idea, compound sentence, conjunctions, complex sentence, figurative 
language, narrator, point of view, narrative, dialogue  
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



Unit 7:  Inventors and Artists  
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and informational text 
to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building their proficiency in making 
inferences, questioning, summarizing, identifying main idea, analysis of multiple 
accounts of similar events, point of view.  To increase word knowledge, students will 
continue learning about antonyms and synonyms, figurative language, and word 
meaning throughout this unit.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing opinion texts..  Writing will be strengthened through 
inclusion of language skills such as uses of commas in a series, transitions, and a 
variety of sentence structure and sentence types. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ describing characters, settings, events in different text 
❏ using context clues to determine meaning  
❏ determining two or main ideas and details; summarizing 
❏ determining and comparing overall structure of text  
❏ analyzing multiple accounts of same event; primary and secondary source 
❏ identifying verb tense and various sentence structures  
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 
❏ composing narrative text  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
drawing conclusions, prose, stanza, verse, rhyming pattern, stage directions, main 
idea, compound sentence, conjunctions, complex sentence, figurative language, text 
structure  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  

Unit 8: Adapting  
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and 
informational text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building 
their proficiency in making inferences, questioning, and, summarizing.  To 
increase word knowledge, students will continue learning about antonyms and 
synonyms throughout this unit.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build 
their competence in composing each type of writing based on student needs.. 
Writing will be strengthened through inclusion of language skills such as uses 
of conjunctions, prepositions, interjections, transitions, and a variety of 
sentence structures in addition to a cumulative review of language skills. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ drawing conclusions and making inferences 
❏ describing characters, settings, events in different text 
❏ using context clues to determine meaning  
❏ analyzing poems, prose, dramas 
❏ using visuals to understand the text 
❏ determining two or main ideas and details; summarizing 
❏ determining and comparing overall structure of text  
❏ analyzing multiple accounts of same event; primary and secondary 

source 
❏ identifying verb tense, items in a series, and various sentence 

structures  
❏ identifying and using similes, metaphors, hyperbole, personification 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
drawing conclusions, prose, stanza, verse, rhyming pattern, stage directions, 
main idea, compound sentence, conjunctions, complex sentence, figurative 
language, text structure, series 

 
 

Note -This  unit will serve as a cumulative review for the 2nd 9 weeks. 
Students will practice all writing types. 

  
Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms 



 
 

 


