
TPSD 3rd grade ELA Syllabus 
     3rd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 9: Valuable Unique Interest 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and informational 
texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will build their 
knowledge and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit 
details from the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). The students will 
learn new strategies and techniques to critically analyze text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing narrative 
essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences, transition words, 
and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be strengthened through the inclusion of 
simple and compound sentences, newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative 
language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ use context clues to determine meaning of literal and nonliteral language 
❏ define and identify main idea in a piece of text  
❏ explain how text features help locate information in text  
❏ Identify and compare point of view of author and self 
❏ explain how visuals (i.e. graphics, etc.) connect to the text  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
 
main idea, key details, diagrams, photographs, text feature, point of view, 
summarize, transition, informative  
 
 
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 10:  What Does It Mean to Be Unique? 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and informational 
texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge 
and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from 
the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). The students will learn new 
strategies and techniques to critically analyze text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by writing informative 
essays by focusing on perfecting their skills in writing introductory paragraphs, 
detail sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound sentences, and complex 
sentences, and newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ ask and answer questions based on what is explicitly stated in the text 
❏ retell or recount events in a story using my own words 
❏ distinguish between literal and nonliteral language (i.e. figurative language) 
❏ explain how events in a story connect to each other 
❏ use appropriate transition words to move a piece along  

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
 
Recount, recall, summarize, text evidence, figurative language, context clues, key 
details, main idea, central message, moral, text structure, cause and effect  
 
 
 
Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 
 
 
 



Unit 11: Differences in Cultures  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read both literature and informational 
texts in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge and 
proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from the 
text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence).  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing an 
opinion essays ,focusing on introductory paragraphs, detail sentences using 
textual evidence sentence starters, and conclusion paragraphs. Writing will be 
strengthened through the inclusion of simple, compound, and complex 
sentences. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ define central message, lessons, and/or moral using key details from the 
story 

❏ describe characters in a story using physical and emotional traits  
❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of literal and nonliteral 

language 
❏ describe how chapters, scenes, and stanzas, give the reader information 

and work together to create the story, drama, or poem 
❏ explain how illustrations contribute (add meaning) to the words in the 

story 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
central message, character traits, context clues, scenes, stanzas, illustrations, 
visuals, main idea, key details, summarize, literal, nonliteral  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 12: How Cultures Can Merge Together  
 
Unit Summary: For this unit, students will read  both literature and informational 
texts and fables  in whole and small group. The students will build their knowledge 
and proficiency for asking and answering questions by using explicit details from 
the text as their evidence ( Text Based Evidence). The students will learn new 
strategies and techniques to critically analyze text.  
 
In addition to developing their reading skills, students will engage in tasks and 
activities to build their competence for the writing process by composing all three 
forms of writing which include narrative essays, opinion essays, and informative 
essays. Students will continue to focus on introductory paragraphs, detail 
sentences, transition words, and conclusion paragraphs for each form of writing. 
Writing will be strengthened through the inclusion of simple and compound 
sentences, newly acquired vocabulary, and figurative language.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ explain how illustrations contribute (add meaning) to the words in the story 
❏ identify literal and nonliteral language in a text 
❏ ask and answer questions before, during, and after reading a text 
❏ use context clues to determine the meaning of literal and nonliteral 

language 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Main idea, key details, summarize, illustrations, point of view, text structures, 
figurative language, text evidence  
 
Note -This unit will serve as a cumulative review for the 3rd 9 weeks.  Students will 

practice all writing types. 
  

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 

 
 
 
 



TPSD 4th grade ELA Syllabus 
     3rd 9 Weeks  

 

Unit 9:  Encantado and Navajo Code Talkers 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit students will read informational text to identify main 
idea and build proficiency in explaining and referring to details when drawing 
conclusions.  To increase word knowledge, students will continue to use 
strategies to determine the meaning of academic and domain-specific words.  In 
addition to reading skills, students will build their competence in composing 
opinion writing pieces.  
 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ read closely and find answers that require an inference 
❏ identify key details in a text and explain how they support the main idea 
❏ signal changes in time and place by using transition words, phrases and 

clauses 
❏ recognize when an author is using idioms, adages, and proverbs and 

determine his/her intended meaning 
 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Inference, key details, main idea, signal words, transitions, idioms, adages, 
proverbs, prepositional phrases  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 10:  Seeker of Knowledge and Encyclopedia Brown 
 
Unit Summary: In this unit, students will mainly be able to draw inferences using 
evidence from the text, describe story elements, interpret information in different 
formats (charts, diagrams, etc…), and recognize idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
Students will also be able to correctly write an opinion essay.  
 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ analyze an author’s words and refer to details and examples needed to 
support both explicit and inferential questions 

❏ use specific details from the text to describe the characters, settings, and 
events 

❏ identify information presented in formats (e.g. pictures, graphs, diagrams, 
charts, media clips) other than words 

❏ define inference and explain how a reader uses details and examples from 
a text to reach a logical conclusion 

❏ write an opinion piece with an introduction, supporting reasons, facts and 
details, and a concluding statement/section 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Explicit, inferential, characters, settings, diagrams, logical, conclusion, opinion, 
details, introduction  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 

 



Unit 11: Greek Myths and Lost City 
 
 
Unit Summary: For this unit students will read informational text to identify main 
idea and build proficiency in explaining and referring to details when drawing 
conclusions.  To increase word knowledge, students will continue to use 
strategies to determine the meaning of academic and domain-specific words.  In 
addition to reading skills, students will build their competence in composing 
opinion writing pieces.  
 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ read closely and find answers that require an inference 
❏ use various strategies to determine the meaning of words and phrases 
❏ compare how stories, myths, and traditional literature from different 

cultures treat the same theme, topic, or pattern of events 
❏ analyze an author’s words and find details and examples to support both 

explicit and inferential questions 
❏ identify key details in a text and explain how they support the main idea 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
Compare, contrast, theme, inference, character, trait, point of view, opinion, main 
idea, details, summarize 
 
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 12: Cliffhanger and Antarctic Journal 
 
 
 
Unit Summary:  Focus literature standards for Unit 12 are RL4.2 (theme and 
summarizing) and RL4.9 (comparing similar themes from different cultures). Focus 
informational standards for Unit 12 are RI 4.2 (main idea, details, summarizing), 
RI4.5 (text structures), and RI4.9 (integrate information from two sources on the 
the same topic). Other literature and informational standards should be spiraled in 
throughout the unit. All three types of writing should be spiraled throughout the unit. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ write a summary using details 

❏ locate sections of a text where characters, settings, or events are 
described 

❏ refer to structural elements: poems (verse, rhyme, meter) drama (cast of 
characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage direction prose 
(characters, settings, descriptions, dialogue) when speaking or writing 
about text 

❏ identify similar themes, topics and patterns of events found in stories, 
myths and traditional literature from different cultures 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
 
 context clue, affix, root, simile, metaphor, literal language, figurative language, 
idiom, adage, proverb, synonym, antonym, inference, explicit, main idea, key 
detail, summary 
 
 
Note -This unit will serve as a cumulative review for the 3rd 9 weeks.  Students will 

practice all writing types. 
 
 

 Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



 
TPSD 5th grade ELA Syllabus 

     3rd 9 Weeks  
 

Unit 9: Adapting 
 
Unit Summary:  In this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building their proficiency in 
making inferences, questioning, and, summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, 
students will continue learning about idioms, adages, antonyms and synonyms 
throughout this unit, including using reference materials.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing a narrative text.  Writing will be strengthened through 
inclusion of language skills such as uses of conjunctions, prepositions, 
interjections, correlative conjunctions, transitions, and a variety of sentence 
structures. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏  describe how figurative language, literary devices, and other language 
choices enhance meaning 

❏ explain how a series of scenes/chapters fit together to provide the overall 
structure of a poem 

❏ describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences the 
description of events in a story 

❏ evaluate and explain (orally or in writing) the connection between 
evidences and key points in a piece of text 

❏ state an opinion using specific words or phrases to clearly communicate 
the opinion 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
 
text support, inferences, drawing conclusions, multiple meaning words, literal, 
non-literal, figurative language, literary devices, cite, evidence, main idea, details, 
context clues, author’s point, point of view, dialogue, narrative  
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 

Unit 10:  Adapting and Adventure 
 
Unit Summary:  In this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building their proficiency in 
making inferences, questioning, and, summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, 
students will continue learning about figurative language, Greek and Latin affixes, 
antonyms and synonyms throughout this unit, including using reference materials.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing an opinion piece of text.  Writing will be strengthened 
through inclusion of language skills such as uses of conjunctions, prepositions, 
interjections, correlative conjunctions, verbs, transitions, and a variety of sentence 
structures.  
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ compare and contrast the structures of stories, plays and poems 
❏ use specific quotes from a text when drawing inferences and explaining 

what a text says directly 
❏ use specific quotes from a text when drawing inferences and explaining 

what a text says directly 
❏  expand, combine and reduce sentences to make them more interesting 
❏ explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, proverbs 

 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
drawing inferences, figurative language, simile, metaphor, dramas, poems, verb 
tense, dictionary, glossary, affix, sequence, transitions, topic sentence, conclusion 
 
 
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 



Unit 11: Space and Water Travels  
 
Unit Summary: In this unit students will read literature-based and informational 
text to identify the theme in fictional text and continue building their proficiency in 
making inferences, questioning, and, summarizing.  To increase word knowledge, 
students will continue learning about figurative language, idioms, adages, Greek 
and Latin affixes, antonyms and synonyms throughout this unit, including using 
reference materials, as well as cumulative review of literature and informational 
skills.  
 
In addition to developing reading skills, students will engage in tasks to build their 
competence in composing an informative/explanatory piece of text.  Writing will 
be strengthened through inclusion of language skills such as uses of commas, 
underlining and italicizing, conjunctions, prepositions, interjections, correlative 
conjunctions, verbs, transitions, and a variety of sentence structures, as well as a 
cumulative review of language skills. 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ use quotes from the text to support inferences 
❏  restate, sequentially, the main idea/events/points from a story, drama or 

poem in as few as words as possible  
❏ describe how figurative language, literary devices, and other language 

choices enhance meaning 
❏ explain how the elements of visual and multimedia presentations 

enhance my understanding and appreciation of text 
❏  describe similarities and differences in the development of information in 

two or more texts 
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
theme, drama, similarities, differences, affix, use of commas, idioms, adages, 
reference sources, dictionary, thesaurus, opinion, point of view, transitions  
 
 

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms.  
 
 

Unit 12: Near and Far Places 
 
Unit Summary:  This unit will serve as a comprehensive review of reading and 
language skills based on student needs.  Other literature and informational 
standards should be spiraled in throughout the unit. All three types of writing 
should be spiraled throughout the unit. 
 
 
Performance Skills:  

❏ comprehensive review of all skills  
 
Academic Vocabulary/Words to Understand:  
comprehensive spiral of vocabulary terms from Unit 1-11 
 
Note -This unit will serve as a cumulative review for the 3rd 9 weeks.  Students will 

practice all writing types. 
  

Note -This is NOT an all inclusive list of skills and terms. 
 

 


